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- . SUMMARY of the SIXTH BOOK: E 


Henry with regard to the opes Spain, he 
League, and the huguenots, after his abjuration. ' 
Another truce. Artifices of Spain, Barriere's at- 
tempt upon the life of Henry. The jeſuits accuſed 

and cleared of this erime. Roſny begins a neg. 
ation with admiral Villars, to diſengage him from che 
party of the League. Feſcamp ſurprized by a vet: > 
extraordinary method. A diſpute raiſed about chi 
fort. Several cities ſurrender to Henry. Roſfny's 
3 to Rouen: a detail of his negotiations Wien 
Villars. The character of that governor, Rein 
is employed by Henry to effect a reconciliation be. 
twixt the duke of Montpenſier and the count f 
Soiſſons, and to break off the marriage of the latter 
with the princeſs Catherine. He viſits the ducheſs 
of Aumale at Anet. A further account of his ne- 
gotiations with Villars, Medavy, and others. The 
treaty with Villars, after many obſtacles, concluded. 


n Momme 92104. Conduct e, 


-# 
— 


Henry is received into 7 Circumſtances relating 


tu. th a PIR IR mn 


to this reduction. Several inſtances of the genero- 


tion with Villeroi; Roſny's third journey to Rouen. 
Villars ſends away the dgputies of Spain and the 


League. The ceremony with which Rouen was 


ſurtendered to the king. The conditions upon 
which Roſgy conſents to receive” any | gratuitigs. . 


/illars- comes to court. An inftance of Henry's 
8 Lyons ſubmits to the king, notwith- 
ſanding the endeavours of the duke de Nemours to 
the contrary. Poitiers, Cambrai, and other cities 
do the ſame. The taking of La-Capelle by the 


o Spaniards, The ſiege of Laon commences. The 


affairs which oblige Roſny to return to Paris: his 


converſation with the cardinal of Bourbon: he ſup- 


the jefuits in their with the univerſity 


and curates of Paris: he returns to the ſiege of 


Laon, A farther account of the ſiege. Henry's 


indefatigable labours there. A great convoy of 


Spaniards defeated by Biron. Roſay preſent at this 
'rencounter. The king diſpleaſed with Biron. The 


Spaniards endeavour in vain to throw ſupplies i 


"i 


Laon. 1 
* * 
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SUMMARY of the SEVENTH BOOK. | 


„ 


MEMOIRS from the year 1594 to the year 


1596, Henry diflatisfied with the duke of 
Bouillon; and why. The motives for Roſny's 


Journey to Sedan: his converſation with Bouillon: 


in which he penetrates into his deſigns, and diſcovers 
bis real character. The taking of Laon. Military 
expeditions in different parts of the. kingdom, be- 


4 13 twixt the king's party and that of the L ue. De- 
i Hons of the duke of Maienne upon urgundy. 


Death of the. cardina] of Bourbon. Death of the 


fuperintendant D'O : his character. Character of 


the ducheß of Guiſe. The duke of Guiſe makes 


-  .g treaty with the king. Roſay's apology for this 


| treaty. 


* 


8 


"ERAS; 


5 +1 Seb e ay div; K | 
age l The ary 


oc Alibouſt.' Changes made in wie council. of the 


Hnances. Maxims and reflections relating to tba 
finances. Henry declares was againſt Spain, en- 
trary to Roſay's opinion; He. is wounded. by John = 
Chatel : particwars of this harrid attempt; and the 
baniſhment of the jeſuits. The motives which de- 
termine Henry to march into Meer Re * | 
quarrels with the council of the finances. Daſers | 
tion of the count of Soiſſons. Roſny inſulted 19 
the count's officers. A campaign in Pieardy. The 
* French defeated at Doutlens. Death of admit 
| Villars. Campaign in Burgundy gloriqus for Hemm 
IV. Battle of Fontaine-Francois, Conditions 


upon which the Pope gives ab ution te Henry. 
*Fhe conduct e An ak = ($4 pets a> Henry. hh 
pow tos Picardy. Loſſes ſuſtained there by Fragce- 

ke of Montpenſier reyeals to the king the 


of the chief noblemen of the kingdom. Bou- 


ä on i 18 ſent to London. ealouſy and n * the ? 
8 eppncil of finances nt Roſny. ict 


SUMMARY of the EIGHTH 00k. "3 
Me from the 1 16 ee wo 


Siege of La-Fere. king taken ill. 
enterpriaes: ſome executed; others blaſt- 


A. F and of the . | 


ke of Nevers. Embezzlement of the finanges, * 
Roſa goes to Henry at Amiens: his adventure 


yu an 1 adame de Liancourt in greg 


danger. R 1 journey to Rouen: he is deputed 
to the princ revail upon her to eſpouſe the 
| 1 900 28 . he 1 
rom her: in danger raced u 7 
Occaſion: Poo Wor. the Pong of — ate, Fe | 
_ ceſs of the king's arms in different proyinces. Op- 
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pointed one of the eouncil of finances, | Henry's 


1rrefolition upon this head, who at laſt places him 


in the council. The duke of Maienne concludes a 
treaty with the king, and comes to his majeſty at 


Monceaux. Roſny goes to viſit the generalities : 
calumnies of his enemies upon this occaſion: his 


Journey of great uſe to the king. Roſny's diſputes 


with Sancy: he diſcovers the artifices and frauds of 
the council of finances. The aſſembly des notables 
held at Rouen. Reflections upon the ſtates of the 
kingdom. Good counſel given by Sully to the king. 
The reſult of this aſſembly. The council of reaſon 
eſtabliſhed, and afterwards-ſupprefled. Roſny's la- 
bours in the finances. 5 4 15 EF; 


£ 


© $'UMMARY of the NINTH BOOK. | 


n from the year 15971598. Di- 
verſions at court. The Spaniards ſurpriſe 
Amiens. Roſny contrives the means of retaking 
this place: be is put at the head of the council of 
finances in the king's abſence: his labours in the 
finances, and diſputes with the council. The ſiege 
of Amiens, all the neceſſaries for which are ſupplied 
by Roſny. The proteſtants mutiny again, during 
this ſiege: their deſigns. Death of St. Luc. Hen- 


ry promiſes Roſny the poſt of grand-maſter of the 


ordnance ;* but gives it to D*Eſtrees. + Roſny made 
governor of Mante. - The Spaniards attempt in vain 
to ſuccour Amiens. It is taken. An account of 
Henry's letters upon different ſubjects. Enterpriſes 
after the ſiege of Amiens: ſome fail, others are ex- 


_ ecuted. Negotiations for a peace. Henry IV. goes 
into Brittany. Cabals of the Calviniſts to obtain a 


favourable edit. Henry gives audience to the Eng- 
liſh and Dutch ambaſſadors, who cannot prevail 
upon him to continue the war. Edict of Nantz. 

enry's converſation with the duke of Bouillon. 
A ſingular converſation between Henry IV. and 
n ; 5 ERoſny, 


— 


* 


* 


SUA 


3 „ diſſolution of his 
paſſion for the ducheſs of e a returns 
0 Paris: C'S „„ 


erwins. „ 
SUMMARY of. the TENTH BOOK. / 
[EMOIRS from the year SF IA PA 1 


of the troops diſbanded. Ordinances u 
grain; ; the wearing of ſwords ; and other regulati- 


ons upon the finances, the police, public works, 
 &c. Queſtion of the true or falſe Don Sebaſtian. 


Conferences held at Boulogne between Spain and 


England, but without effect. The ducheſs of 
| Beaufort labours with her partizans to be declared 
queen. The firmneſs and reſolution with which ſhe 


is oppoſed by Roſny : he quarrels with her: they 
are reconciled by Henry. A converſation betwixt 
this prince and his miſtreſs upon that ſubject. Hen- 


ry's-lickneſs. Reception of the legate at St. Ger- 
main. Labours of Roſny in the finances. Quali- 
ties neceſſary for a ſtateſman. Roſn gives an ac= 
count of his wealth; his character; his manner of 
living, &c. The deplorable: condition to which 
' France was reduced by the wars. Sums expended 
for the treaties made with the League. 
vuhich were publiſhed. © Roſny has a diſpute with 
the duke of Epernon: labours with Henry to recti 
fy the abuſes in the finances. The abilities of this 


Arrets 


prince for government. Singular tranſactions. Ex- 


ſition, examen, and artifice of the laſt will of 
hilip II. The archducheſs comes to Marſeilles. -* 


Oppoſition of the clergy of France to the marria 
cardinal D*Offat's conduct upon this occaſion; a 


conference held between the catholics and proteſtants. 1 


for the.conyerſion of this princeſs, but without ſuc- 
ceſs : Henry 


* the arch] 


orders the marriage to be ſolemnized _ 
biſhop of Rouen; humorous converfa- 
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of the princeſs Catherine with the duke of Barf; 
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0 n bes was Fl 
1 towed by e ef le ke duke of Ne. . 
vers to Rome, who, Rageth T With che e Cardinal de 
Gandy,. and the Ins e-Pifany,.. were to offer 
the pope the ſubmiſſions uſual in ſuch cafes. © Al- 
2 h this change vyas a mortal ſtroke for the league, | 


P deavoured to perſuadè their partiſans that t th ere 
ns mained reſources' capable of making it. ingffec- 


tual; but they ſpoke: at that time contraryto Sx own, 


UA i Kfdted co e id Fecal the de 


Nevers as ambaffador, arid. would oblige the French biſhops to g ant 
preſent themſelyes to the ee ice pretending that they Had no 


power: to abſolve the king. M. de Thou blames, with as much rea- 
ſon, the pope's inflexibility upon this occaſion, as he extals the _ 
rage, prudenca,- and the whole conduct of the duke of Neve) | 
108, See tom H, Mem. de Neyers, MSS. de da Bibliot: du * and 


In the hiſtorisns mentioned above, the particulars of the embaſſies of 


Nevers and Luxemburg and the negoctations of father Seraphin Oli- © 
Ns Peres and d'Offat, with the 

holy father; The pope ſtill deferred a long time an abſolution htieh 
he had a — deſire to grant, and received very ill Ia Clielle, Who 
preſented to him eee of Hen:y IV. Father Seraphin, who was 
preſs t, and plaimly perceived that the pope's anger was only ap oi 
to bim merrily, “ Holy father, if the devil himſelf was to Some, 


2 and Ale an audience of you, and you had any hopes of converting 


* him,-you could not in* conſcience deny him ts”; "This peer | 


_ drew a ſmile from his holineſs. 


Vor, II. Figs opinion, 
| | 15 1 K 1 


\ 0 


the 5 and che duke of Maienne ſtill held Gut: %; 
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. e Vo 9 45 on 118 bond of 9 
of Catherine de Niedles ſhe had put a thouſand dif- 
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pinion, And this feigen confidence þ onlyidet 
ned to *obtain greater advantages from e king, 


before he was ſecurely fixed on the throne. 


Tuis is not a mere con jegure only, at e . 


1 regard to the king of Spalin, ſince it is certain that 
he ordered Paxis an Ee Stuniga to offer the king forces 
ſufficient to redu 

the proteſtant party, without annexing any other 
ee to this o 1, than a ſtrict alliance between | 


all the chiefs of the league and 


which. is, that 2 ew gh befe fore and after the eath 


ferent ſprings in motion, changed parties and inte- 


feſts as ſhe thought moſt ex tit to draw advan- 
tages' from the Auen char the 
| proteſtant party Was the only one to whic| 


ook. 101 W the 


ver made any application: ſhe has often 55 


1 proteſted, that ſhe never had the leaſt intention to 
gain or ſuffer their alliance, It is by an effect of 


this very anti ;path y that the Spaniards have conſtantly 
refuſed the new religion admiſſion into their ſtates: 
an antipathy which cannot be attributed to any thing 
but the republican principles the proteſtants Are ac- 


cuſed of having imbibed. The king being fully con- 
vinccd, that to ſtifle the ſeeds of ſchiſm in his king- 
dom, it was, neceſſary to give none of the different 


factions occaſion to boaſt that his power was at their | 


. diſpoſal ; and that to reduce all parties, he muſt be 


partial to none; he therefore ſteadily rejected theſe. 
offers from Spain, and thoſe which the duke. of 
Maienne made him to the 12 5 mare de at that 
9 


H O 8 UhMDY  $ 
very time appeared willing to treat with any df the 
chiefs or cities of the league which would ſurrender, 

and reward them in proportion to their readineſs and 

ſervices: and it was this prudent medium that he 
was reſolved to perſiſt in. Although he now'pro- 
feſſed the ſame religion as the league, yet his aver- 
ſion to the ſpirit which actuated that party, and to 
the maxims by which they were governed, was not 
leſſened; the very name only of the league was ſuf- 
ficient to kindle his anger. The catholic leaguers 
ſuppoſing that his abjuration authorized them to 
aboliſh, in thoſe cities which depended upon them, 
the edits that were favourable to the huguenots, 

the king cauſed them to be reſtored; and though: in 
ſome places the leaguers had obtained the conſent 
even of the huguenots themſelves (determined to pur- 
chaſe peace at any price) for this purpoſe; yet the 
proteſtant party murmuring at it, Henry cancelſed all 
that had been done to that effect , and ſheed that 
it was his deſign to keep the ballance ebenn?é- 

Tur duke of Maienne, finding that in this laſt 

ſcheme, which he bad believed infallihle, he was 

diſappointed as well as the reſt, placed all his future 
dependence upon his old friends the Pariſians, ind 
neglected no, method by which he might awaken 
their mutinous diſpoſition. But ſo far Was he from 
ſucceeding in this attempt, that he could not hindert 
them from. diſcovering their joy at hat had Juſt paſ- 

ſed at Saint Denis. They talked publicly of peace, 

and even in his preſence ;. and he had the miortificas' 

tion to hear a propoſal to ſend deputies to the king too 

demand a truce for ſix months, and they obliged 
him to give his conſent to it. The truce of three, 


The king, on the 12th of December this year; held an aſſembly . 

of the proteſtants at Mante, in which he publicly declared, that his 

changing his religion ſhould make no alteration in the affairs of the 

proteſtants. ,Mem. de la ligue, tom. 5. And the calviniſts having» 

alked, many things of him, he told them he could not comply with || 

IF 2 165 but that he woul tolerate them, Matthieu, tom. II. 
z. p. 1 | * . 
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months, 
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* ME MO IRS Bock VI. 
months; that had been granted them at Surtne f, 
had only inſpired them with an inclination for a longer 
D 105 GTO POOR OED STUSSET, 047, STE 
Tur king gave audience to the deputies in full 
council. The greateſt number of thoſe who com- 
poſed it, liſtening to nothing but their jealouſy of 
the duke of Matenne, whom they feared as a man 

that had the means in his power of purchaſing favour 
and rewards, were of opinion, that no regard ought 
to be ſhewn to this demand of the deputies, becauſe 
the perſon who ſent them perſiſted in his revolt 
againſt the king, even after his abjuration. Not- 
withſtanding the juſtice of not confounding the duke 
of Maienne with the Pariſians, I ſaw that this advice 

was likely to be followed, and certainly it might 
have u. k. Ye Ns. I infiſted 
fo: ſtrongly upon the advantage of letting the people, 
already ewe from their ' firſt — Lu | 
{ſweetneſs of a peace which would intereſt them till 
more in the king's favour, that this prince declared 
| he would grant the truce they demanded of him, but 
for the months of Auguſt, September, and October, 


. 


only: K | 
Fux next day a prodigious concourſe of the po- 
pulace of Paris aſſembled at St. Denis. The king | 
ſhewed himſelf to the people, affiſted publicly at 
maſs; wherever he turned his ſteps the croud was ſo 
great, that it was | ſometimes impoſſible to pierce 
through them: at the ſame moment, a million of 
voices-cried, Long live the king, Every one returned, 
charmed with the gracefulneſs of his perſon, his con- 
: +. Or at W ſituated between Paris and St. Denis, as it is ob- 
ſerbed in the Memoirs of the league. It is dated the rf of July, 
and was publiſhed the next day at Paris. 8 
1 They are wild,” ſaid Henry, © to ſee a king.” Etoile, ibid. 
In a letter which he wrote to mademoiſelle d'Eftrees, upon this or 
ſome other ſuch occaſion, he ſays, “ A pleaſant adventure happened to 
„ me at chürch; In old woman of 80 years of age, ſeized me by the 
ce head and kiſſed me; I was not the firſt who laught at it; to- mor- 
6 r jou ſhall ſweeten my mouth,” { Recueil des lettres d Henry | 
le Grancg ; iq f oak 
einn 2 88 
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deſcenſion, and that popular air which was natural 
to him: „God bleſs: him,“ ſaid they, with tears in 
their eyes, and grant that he may ſoon do the ſame 
„ in our church of Notre Dame in Paris.“ I ob- 
ſerved to the king this diſpoſition of the people with 
regard to him; tender and ſenſible as he was, he 
could not behold this ſpectacle without a ſtrongemo+ 
HE Spaniards had now recourſe to their uſual 

artifices. D'Entragues came to me one morning, 
and told me, that a Spaniard was juſt arrived at St. 

Denis, charged with diſpatches of great importance 


from Mandoce, who had ordered him to make his 


applications, directly to me, being the only perſon 
who had any knowledge of the propoſals which he 
had along time ago made to the king at Bearn, by 
Moreau and the viſcount de Chaux. This Spa- 
niard, whoſe name was Ordognes, or Nugnes, had 
been a domeſtic of d' Entragues, whoſe ſervice he 
had quitted for that of Mandoce; d' Entragues cor- 
reſponded, by his means, with the Spaniſh ambaſ- 
ſador to the league: this is what I learned of this 
man by the recital, whether true or falſe, that d' En- 
tragues made me. I did not confide much ip this 
Spaniſh emiſſary, and leſs in d' Entragues, whoſe tur- 
bulent diſpoſition I was well acquainted with; I re- 
ceived him therefore coldly enough, for did not 
doubt but this was all a Spaniſh ſtratagem: but d' En- 
tragues ſeemed ſo affected with my ſuſpicions of his 
fidelity, and added fo. many aſſurances of the verg- 
950 of his Nugnes, that I permitted him to bring 
bim to me that evening. The king, whom in- 
formed of d Entragues viſit, had the ſame opinion of 
it that I had; however, he commanded me to hear 
What the envoy had to ſay, 
D'ExNxrRAOUESs did not fail to return at the tine 
appointed, accompanied by the Spaniard, who after - 
Tome vague converſation x bag the joy there Was in 
the court of Spain for the king's abjuration, and a 
r B 3 great 
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great many proteftations of kindneſs, which I had 
no reaſonito believe very ſincere, at length told me; 


he had a commiſſion to propoſe a marriage between 


the king and the infanta * of Spain, with ſome other 
articles, which he declared he had been ordered to 


explain only to the king, to whom he intreated me 
to preſent him. Henry being willing to hear him, 
I told Nugnes, without any ceremony, that ſinee 


he came from ſo ſuſpected a place, he muſt purchaſe 


the honour of an audience from his majeſty, by ſub- 


mitting to a few precautions that would perhaps be a 
little mortifying. He thought nothing too hard. I 
therefore began to ſearch him myſelf, and afterwards 
cauſed two of my valets de chambre to make a more 


rigid ſcrutiny about his perſon and cloaths; one of 


them having been a taylor, acquitted himſelf of this 
taſk: with great exactneſs. When he came into the 
king's apartment I made him kneel, and held both 


his hands betwixt mine. He added nothing to the 


propoſals he had already made me, but talked of the 
alliance between the two crowns in terms ſo ſpecious 
and lofty, that the king, who at firſt would hardly 
liſten to him, could not hinder himſelf from approv- 


ing of the Spaniard's propoſal, to ſend ſome perſon 
on whom he could rely, to enquire of don Bernardin 
de Mandoce himſelf, if what he had ſaid could be 
depended on- e 


Tris deputation, which would have the appear- - 
ance of a myſtery, I could not approve of, and ftilt 


leſs of the choice his majeſty made of la Varenne for 
this occaſion, a man remarkably vain +. The king, 


Clara Eugenia of Auſtria, ſecond daughter of Philip II. 


+ We ſhalt mention him again, in the ſequel of theſe Memoirs; 
his name is William Fouquet, and he derives the title of la Varenne 
from the marquiſate of la Varenne in Anjou, which he bought, His 


firſt employtnent was that of a cook to the princeſs Catherine, and his 
chief excellency in it was larding meat, If it be true, that this 


princeſs met him one day after his preferment, and ſaid to him, 
© La Varenne, thou haſt gained more by carrying my brothers“ s 
: » £254 0 a b 4 0 | þ % „ poulets 9, 
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tovhom I diſcovered all my apprchenſioris, thouglit 

Nds aeg 0 ce of an engagemenb or 
negotiation with Spain, by giving la Varenne no 
commiſſions in writing, and making the regulation 
of ſome boundaries upon the frontiers of Spain the 
pretence for his journey. La Varenne had no ſoon⸗- 
er received orders to = part, than de boaſted of his 
cominiſſion,; aſſumed the 22 and repreſents 
ed himſelf as fuch to Mandoce; who, on his ſidez 
paid him greater honours than he had required. Phis 
produced the: effect Which the Spaniards deſigned it 
ſhould,” It was for ſome. time believed ein England 
and Germany; that Henry ſought to gain the * 
of Spain's-friend{hip; and to 3 his alliance with 
the proteſtant powers; which might have produced 
am upen rupture, if the king had not taken e 
immediately to convince them of the contrary. 


Ta Il reſource the league now depended py | 


and which was the cauſe that they always protracted 


an agreement.or rupture with the Spaniards, was the 
horrid reſolution of aſſaſſinating the: king; a reſolu- 
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alwa 2 lived in great ra with —_ IV. who ennobled Frag 
arenne a pointed a gentleman to attend his ſon, ©** What,” 

; 2 this prince to him, © if thou hadſt given thy ſon to a gentleman 

„I ſhould have underſtood what you would be at, but to give a gen- 

„ tleman to him, is What I cannot comprehend,” ' They fay tke- 

wiſe that la Varenne having obtained ſome favour of the King which 


the chancellor de Bellievre.made ſome difficulty to grant him, la Va- 


renne faid to him, Sir, don't have ſuch a high opinion of yourſelf : 
*©. I would have you to Know, that if my maſter was twenty-five 
« years younger I would not change places with you.” See d' Au- 
bigne, Cee. de Sainte-Marthe. Mem. de m. 45 due d' Angou- 
leme. Mem. de Du-Pleſſis, &c. Menagiana. Cayet, ibid. tom. V. 


p. 276. ſpeaks of the embaſſy of la Varenne into Spain, in a quite 
different manger from our Memoirs. 
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had turned with the alluring proſpectof great rewards, 


of meriting a crown of martyrdom if they funk un- 


de'er it. Nature itſelf ſo recoils at the reflection, that 


thoſe who boaſt of being the ſupporters of religion, 
ſhould fo impibuſſy violate its rg. hr ass 
that this paſſage: ought to be blotted from allhif> 
tories; were, it nat likewiſe certain, that there is 
not any ſociety of men, o bear the name of chriſ- 
tians, that would ſuffer the imputation of authoriz- 
ing ſuch a crime; ſuch, indeed, that no body of 
men, or even any individual, ought to be accuſed 
of it, without a proof too clear to be conteſted. 
Tue king had but too* many in thoſe journeys 
he took from St. Denis to Chaälon- ſur-Marne, 
to Fort de Gournai, to Brie-comte-Robert, to Me. 


Jun, and afterward: to Meulan and Fontainebleau. 


Upon this article, the monks eſpecially have con- 
traced a ſtain Which they will not raſily efface. 
Henry, while at Melun, had like to have periſhed 
by the hand of one of theſe enthufiaſts, Whom the 
jeſuits and capuchins every where ſuborned for that 


purpoſe. Amongſt other informations which were 
ent him upon this ſubject, he received advice, that 
one of theſe villains had fet out from Lyons +, with 


\ * Cayet. Chron. Novenn. hiv. v. p. 280. 15 more poſiti vely of 
thoſe conſpiracies againſt the life of Henry IV. Mariſot ſays, that a 
Flamand, called Avenius, came to St. Denis with a defign to tab the 
prince, but obſerving. with what devotion be behaved at maſs, he 
threw. himſelf at his feet, and implored his pardon; but afterwards, 


reſuming his firſt intention, he was broke upon the wheel in the year 


1593. Chap. 33- een tons: BOY nnn ag 

lt was Peter Barriere, or Barre, a waterman of Orleans, Davila 
relates this fact a little differently, book iv. The Memoirs af the 
league accuſed a jeſuit of Paris, and a capuchin of L of this 


"bloody defign, but name neither of them. De Thou ſays expreſsly, 


book cvii. that this jeſuit was father Varade, rector of the college of 
Paris, and takes an opportunity from thence of inveighing moſt, bitter- 
ly againft the whole ſociety, Mezerai, book xii. ſpeaks in the ſame 
terms, and thence ſhews, that he has only copied de Thou; but be- 


des that the evidence of an enemy ought to be of no weight, it ® 


proper 
* 
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a reſolution to come thither and aſſaſſinate him. For- 
ttetnnately, before he left Lyons, he declared his de- 
ſign in confeſſion to a ptieſt; ho, terrified-at this 
frenzy, revealed it to a gentleman of Lyons. This 
gentleman poſted away immediately to get to Melun 
— the murderer, and deſcribed him ſo exactly 
to the king, from the picture the prieſt had drawn 


proper to obſerve here, once for all, that when the duke of Sully and 
the other calviniſt writers lay ſuch crimes to the charge of the jeſuits, 
as well as to meſſieuts de Villeroy, E d'Oſſat, &c. they only 
mean, that ſuch or ſuch a thing happened in conſequence of the 
principles, writings, public diſputations, and ſermons, of the confede- 
rates; in a word, that it was owing tothe wrong, notions of the league 3 
and to the ſpirit that governed them; and don't mean, that ſuch a 
Jeſuit, or fuch a perſon, was the perpetrator or contriver of ſuch an 
action. This will appear more;plainly in the ſequel of theſe Memoirs: 
= hour wy have explained ourſelves on this matter in the preface of 
8 Work. | 5 | pts, . .- 
As to the fact related here, whatever de Thou, Cayet, book v. p. 
240. and Mezetai ay, it is certain, that Barriere being put to the 
rack, in order to extort from him the names of thoſe who had ſolicited 
him to attempt the king's life, did not name father Varade; it is alſo 
certain, that this jeſuit was not proſecuted at all; that he was brought 
into no manner of trouble during the whole courſe of this proceſs3z 
and that he remained in Paris even after the king had entered that 
city. When, in the following year 1 594, Antony Arnaud, in his 
plea for the univerſity, reproached the jeſuits for the ſuppoſed crime 
of father Varade, thoſe monks denied it, and the counſellor did not 
prove the charge. Hiſt. of the univerſity of Paris, tom. vi. p. 884. 
Laftly, the king, in 1604, giving an anſwer to the firſt preſident du 
Harlay, who was repreſenting to him, that it grieved the parliament 
N to regiſter the edict for the re- eſtabliſhment of the jefuits, cleared them 
| in particular upon the article which concerned Barriere, ſaying, that 
none of them were privy to that deſigned parricide. Mem, Chronol. 
and Dogmat. for the Hiſtory of the church, tom. I. p. 28. Meſſ. de 
Tho, Cayet, and Mezerai, have then advanced a moſt notorious 
falſhood, when they wrote, that father Varade had advifed Tarriere 
to kill the king, It was farther Seraphin Banchi who diſcovered the 
plot; and the gentleman who travelled from Lyons to acquaint Henry 
with it, and knew again Barriere at Melun, wis called Brancaleon.; 
Chronol. Nov. ibid. Henry IV. talking of this intende crimed with 
F. Matthieu, his biſtorian, told him, that the villain had at three 
different times an opportunity to kill him, viz. in a hunting match, 
when he was gathering ſome fruit from a tree, and in the church of 
St. Denis; and that Barriere, as well zs Clement, had agreed with 
his accomplices to involve in his accuſation a multitude of innocent 
perſons, and particularly ſeveral French princes and noblemen. Mat- 
thien, tom. II. book i. p. 150. See HS 
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of him, that he was known and ſeized amongſt the 
eroud at Melun, | confeſſed his intended crime, and 
received puniſhment for it. The king, aſhamed 
even for his enemies, who by this wickedneſs diſco- 
vered the true bent of their. diſpoſitions, equally 
alarmed with all theſe attempts againſt his'perſon,. 
and tormented with the precautions he was obliged 
to take, often complained to me in the molt affecting 
manner of his uneaſy ſituation. th 
H wauld not have been unhappy if the behavious 
of the catholics in his court had at [eaſt compenſated 
for that of the catholics in the league; but the king's. 
abjuration had produced no more change in them 
than the others, and they thought they were entitled 
- to make him comply with their inclinations in all. 
things. They bore with impatience the king's not 
breaking off all commerce with his. old proteſtant 
ſervants, and openly murmured if he but converſet 
with any of them, eſpecially with me. The appre- 
| Henſon of my bringing him back to his former re- 
ligion affected them much: leſs than-their-ſuſpicions; 
that, in thoſe converfations'I had with the king, I 
ſhould prevail upon him to mg the abuſes in the. 
government, eſpecially the confuſion of the finances. 
. who was not yet in a condition to aſſert his 
authority, ſo far complied with their caprices, as to 
avoid. all private converſation. with the huguenots, 
reſumed his conferences upon religion with the ca- 
tholics only, and continued. them at Andreſy + and: 
Milly. I. took this. opportunity to aſk the king's 
permiſſion to go to Bontin, where I had grain to, 
fell to the value of five or fix thouſand crowns. He 
- granted it, and told me, that at my return he might 


, 
— " * 3 — mm 22 — - A — 
— — —— ——— CC — — — _ 
> ; 
» o 


+ And likewiſe, at Pontoiſe, and Fleury, a caſtle im Gatinois, be- 
longing to Henry Clauſſe, chief-juſtics'in eyre. The Roman catho- 
Nes who were there, were, according to M. de Thou, meſſieurs de 
Schomberg, de Villeroy, de Belin, de Revol, Jeannin, and de Thou 
himſelf, ho gives us alſo to unde iſtand, that their diſcourſes turned, 
more upon politics than religion. n | FE TS 
I Brawaile,, 
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perhaps be able to form a more exact judgment of 
che ſtate of his affairs, and that he would then talk 


— 


farther with me. 127] bb Gas Wii $5.1 
IA to Bontin, with my wife, at a time when 
grain bore a very high price. All the great cities, 
taking advantage of the truce, haſtened to fill their 
magazines, Whatever might happen, and paid for 
What they bought with the money which the Spas 
niards had ſcattered throughout the kingdom. Spa- 
niſh piſtoles were then ſo common, that commerce 


ate * n 


-:1 Hay ſcarce ſold half of my grain, when a letter 
the king wrote to me from Fontainebleau obliged me 

to return. He had, in my abſence, opened tee 
letters directed to me, from which he could dra no 
intelligence, becauſe two of them, one of, which 
came from madam de Simiers , ſiſter to Viiry, and 
a: great friend of admiral Villars, and the other from 

la Font, were written in cyphers; and all that the 
third, which came from a man named Deſgortes, of 
Verneuil, contained, was, that he had ſomething to 
communicate to me relating to the propoſal I made 
bim in my abbey. Saint- Taurin of Evreux. The 

king, rigidly watched by the. catholics, could only 
give me theſe letters, the contents of which I after 
wards acquainted him with. Deſportes was the 
agent employed by the baron de Medavy-+ to treat of 

an accommodation with him, and the ſurrender of, 
Verneuil. The letter from madam de Simiers, and 
that from la Font, turned only upon ſome favour- 
able circumſtances, which now preſented. them ſelves, 
tqſengage Villars, in the king's, intereſt. But affairs 
ſoon took another turn with. regard to him; the de 

of + Feſcamp ſo affected this governo, that for this 
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„ Louiſa de l Höpitel-Vitey, wife to James Simiets, chief gtoomn * 
of the ſtole to the duke of Alengon, © © mn. 
Peter Rouxel, baron of Médavy, eaunt of Gran Heben 
general in Normandy, and counſellor of ſtate, died in 1617. He was © © 
remarkableforan uncommon ſtrengih of i. TER. 
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| time he broke off all meaſures towards an accommo- 


dation. I was informed of it by letters from ma- 
dam de Simiers and la Font, in anſwer to mine, at 


the very moment when, by the king's command, I 


was preparing to go and confirm ve in. his good 


reſolution. 

Tu manner in which Foſctirays WAS. « Garmin is 
fo remarkable, that it bl doforves a particular re- 
cita} here. When this fort was taken by Biron from 


the league, in the garriſon that was turned out of it, 


there was a gentleman, called Bois- roſe *, a man 
of ſenſe and courage, who making an exact obſer- 
vation of the place he left, ald having concerted his 
ſcheme, contrived to get two ſoldiers, hom he had 
bound to his intereſt, to he received into the new 


| —— which was put into Feſcamp by the royaliſts. 


hat ſide of the fort next the ſea is a perpendicular 
rock ſix hundred feet high, the bottom of Which, 
for about the height of twelve feet, is continually 
waſhed by the ſea, except four or fiue days in the 


year, during the utmoſt receſs of the ſea, when, for 


the ſpace of three or four hours, it leave fifteen or 
twenty fathom of dry ſand at the foot of the rock. 
* Bois-roſe, who found it impoſſible by any other way 


to ſurprize a garriſon, who guarded with great care 
a place lately taken, did not doubt ef accompliſhing 
his deſign, if he ebuld enter by that fide which was 


thought inacceſſible; this he 3 the fol- 


lowing cofitrivance' to perform 
He had agreed upon a ſignal withothe-bwo/ſoldievs 


whom he had corrupted, and one of them waited for 
it continually upon the top of theatveky- vrhere he 
peoſted himſelf during the whole time that ĩt was low = 


Water. Bois-roſe, taking the opportunity of a very 


dark night, came with ty reſolute men, choſen 
from amongſt the ſailors, in two large boats, to the 
|S foot of 2 rock. He had provided himfelf with a 


2 161 or agli, lord of the manor of Poio= 
See Chroa, Novenn, _ 05 "> 122 
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thick” cable, [equals in length to the height of the 
rock, and tying) knots at qual diſtances, run ſnort 
ſticks thiroùgh, to ſerve to ſupport them as they 
olimbed. The ſoldier whom le had gained, having 
waited fix months for the . 
it, than he let down a cord from the topꝑ of the pre- 
cipicez/ to which thoſe below faſtened the cable, by 
which means it was wound up to/the top, and made 
faſt to an opening in the battlement aich a ſtrong 
cro run through àn iron ſtaple made for that pur 
poſe. Bois-rofe giving the lead to two ſerjeants; 
vhoſe courage he was well convinced of, ordered tube 
fifty ſoldiers to moum the ladder in the ſame manner, 
one after another, with their weapons tied roun 
their bodies, himſelf bringing up the rear, to tak 
away all hope of returning; which indeed ſoon be- 
came impoſſible, for before they had aſcended half 
way, the ſea riſing more than ſix feet, carried off 
their boats, and ſer their cable a floating; The ne- 
ceflity of withdrawing from a difficultenterprize is. . 
not always a feeurity againſt fear, when the danger 
appeat᷑s almoſt inevitable. If the mind repreſents to 
itſelf theſe fifty men, ſuſpended between heaven and 


earth, in the midſt of darkneſs, truſting their ſafety 
to a machine ſo inſecure,” that the leaſt want of caus 
tion, the [treachery of a mereenary ſoldier, or the 
flighteſt fear, might precipitate them into the'abyſs _ 
of the ſea, or daſh them againſt the rocks; add to 
this, the noiſe of the waves, the height of the rock; 
their wearineſs, and exhauſted: ſpirits; it will not 
appear ſurprizing that the boldeſt amongſt them 
trembled, as in effect he who. was foremoſt did. This: 
ſerjeant telling the next man that he could mount n6 © 
higher, and that his heart failed him, Beis-xoſe, to- 
whom this difcourſe paſſed: from mouth to mouth}, 
and who perceived the tuth of it by their advancing 
no higher, crept over this bodies of thoſe that wer? 
before him, adviſing each to keep firm, and got up 
to the foremoſt, whoſe ſpirits he at firſt endeavoured, 
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ö Thomas Perton, governor of Honfleur, and brother to Grillon. 
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to animate; but fintling that gentleneſs would 
| not. prevail, he obliged him to mount by pricking 
| him in the back with his poignardz and doubtleſs; 
i he had not obeyed him, he would have precipitated. 


him into the ſea. At length, with incredible labour 
and fatigue, the whole troop got to the top of the 
rock, a little before the break of day, and was in- 


troduced by the two ſoldiers into the caſtle, where 
4 mu began to ſlaughter. without mercy the-centinels. 


whole guard; ſleep delivered them+up-an 


fled themſelves of the ſort. 


eaſy prey to the enemy, who killed all that reſiſted, 
t poſſe 


Bols-ROSE immediately ſent notice of this amaz 


ing ſucceſs to admiral Willars, and : thought the 


government of the: citadel he had ſo dearly bought 


was the leaſt reward he might expect. However, he 

heard that Villars, or rather the eemmandeur de 
Grillon *, had a deſign to drive him out of it. Amidſt 
the firſt tranſports of his rage for this injuſtice, he _ 
delivered the caſtle of Feſcamp to the king, whoſe 


converſion he had juſt been informed of. Villars, at 
this news, broke off the negociation which he had 

ermitted madam de Simiers and la Eont to earry on 
in his name, and ſent forces to inveſt; Feſeamp. Bois» 
roſe, finding himſelf too weak to make a long reſiſt- 
ance, called the king to his aid, who inſtantly ſet 
forward for Dieppe, and came to St Valery in Caux. 


When this hoſtility broke out, the three months 


truce was expired; but the king had been prevailed 


upon to prolong it for two or three months longer, 
upon the duke of Maienne's repreſentation, that 
it was neceſlary he ſhould; have more time to ſettle 


an affair of ſuch importance as his treaty, and that of 


the league, with the king. He failed not to ex- 


claim againſt this violation of the truce, and ſent the 


eount of Belin, governor of Paris, to the king, to 
complain of it. Belin came to St. Valery, acquitted 


f 


1 


him 


— 


7893 oF 0 e 2 
himſelf bf his commiſſion, and demanded a farther 
prolongation of the truce for three months, which. 
he ſaid was no more than neceſſary for the duke of 
Matenne to make known his laſt intentions at Rome 
and Madrid, whither he had ſent cardinalde Joyeuſe*” 
and Montpezat for that purpoſe. The he who 
perceived he only wanted to amufe him, rejected 
the count of Belir's propoſals; and, without [hen | 
ing to any more complaints of the ation, which his 
enemies bad been the firſt cauſe of, marched directly 
to Feſcamp, forced the troops of Villars to 1 
and provided this fortreſs with Plenty of all things 
necel fary for its ſecuri 
THe king, at his return to Mante, being inform 
ed that the marquis de Vitry t was inclined to receiv 
him in Meaux, to favour the good intentions of this 
governor, he came to Lagny, where all things were ſo; 
ordered, that he made his public entry into Meaux f. 
on the firſt day of the year 1594. || La. Chatre im 
mediately followed this example, with the cities of 
Orleans and Bourges. 

Tur truce being at an end, the king laid ſiege: 
to Fertẽ-Milon F. I would have taken this opportu-. 
nity to finiſfr the buſineſs that had carried me to Hon- 
tin, but his majeſty commanded me to review ſome: 
battalions of Swiſs at Montereau*#. I ſent to madam, 


1 Francis, the- ſecond of the: ſeven ſons of Williams TIE. 
Henry Des-Pres, ſieur of Montpezat. 

+ Lewis de I'Hopital, Marquis of Vitry, 

I The duke of Matenne upbraiding Vitry for Having betrayed bim, 
in delivering. the city of Meaux into the king's hands, Vity ſaid to- 
his meſſenger =. * You. preſs.me too much: you wilhat.laſt make me 
15 * ſpeak as becomes a ſoldier, Suppoſe a thief ba ſtolen a purſe, 

Sand confided it to my care; if afterwards, coming to the know- 
**- ledge of the right owner, I ſhould reſtore-it him, and refuſe to give 
it back to the thief who had intruſted me with it, do you think I: 
* ſhould commit a wicked and treaſonable action? 1 did nothing elſe 
6% — I delivered up the city of era nth Memoirs for = : 

of France, tom. II. 
| Claude de la Chatre. | 

= Meaux and Soiſſons. b 062818 

* Montereau faut-yonne, in Champagote | 
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de Roſny, to meet me at this place, from whence I 
intended to carry her to Mante: ſhe waited. for me 
there to no purpoſe. Two days before that in which 
I was to review the Swiſs, I feceived ne diſpatches 
from madam de Simiers and la Font, which in- 
formed me, that the man (meaning Villars) was 


appeaſed, and that nothing hindered me from reſum- 


ing the ſcheme that had been laid aſide. This affair 
the king thought of fuch importance as not to admit 
of a moment's delay. The count de * Chaligny juſt 
then coming to the army with a paſſport for Paris, 
intreated the king to ſend a perſon whom he could 
depend upon, to conduct him to that city; and the 
king was willing thatT ſhould take advantage of this 
opportunity, which offered me the means of procur- 


bed 


by: Ing 2 more. certain knowledge of the deſigns of the 


duke of Maienne and the league, and of getting to 


* 


Accoxpix cx, I accompanied the count de Cha- 


gny to Paris; from whence, after having an inter- 


view with the duke of Maienne, I went to Louviers, 


to the houſe of the ſieur de St. Bonnet, about two 


leagues from Rouen: from this place I fent notice 
of my arrival to the perſons who managed our inter- 


view; they came to fetch me the next evening, and 
introduced me into Fort St. Catherine, where cap- 


ö tain Boniface received and treated me very magnifi- 
cently: while we waited for Villars, who came at 


night, attended -only by ohe ſervant; I likewiſe 
having none but my valet de chambre with me. We 
did not part till after a converſation that laſted: 
two hours, which left me entirely ſatisfied of the in- 


tentions of this governor, Our interview was con- 


ducted with the utmoſt ſecrecy; for, beſides that the 


vernors of the chief royaliſt etties in the neighbour- 
hood of Rouen would not have failed, either through 


' jealouſy or ſelf-intereſt, to. croſs the negotiation, and 


* Henry de Lorrain, count of Chaligny, of the family of Moby 


perhaps 
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x ething worſe, as in e t 
950 * © ol tony, e ph fufpicon” ofthe a * 
. re ig his pro be great | aupber of forets, 

ll foxes ers as tho 


ng to the leaph 
09 8 illars had * no e and wWhic 
might; in a little time be joined by en confides » 


. e ſuppli My, as do make him. repent. t of the meaſures 2 


ad en 
17 65 I Py 4 0 Fort St. ee the 
ay 1 75 which. time 1 bac Teveral 
onferences with Vill 


ars, and entered upon. 
N DEI for an accommodation.  Intere 
Was. „Dot. here the greateſt difficulty to „Zet OVerz h 
Was Teſs ftenbus b to gratify mercenary views, than 
; ta be convinced that the king, by treating with bim, 
ſought not only to gain the capital of 4 Re 
to bind to his interèſts a man whom he knew to be 
7885 =ly willing and able to ſerve him. It has 
eady obſerved; What idea Villars had conceive 
of che king: as ſoon as my diſcourſe had confirmed 
him in it, I could perceive the treaty to be in great 
forwardneſs; but I could not then g0 any farther, 
cl bar ing in heroes Dm necellary Powers for cams 
og it. 1 13103 bow en wrt? 4.15 Job 50 fy 
Bo to give 4 more e of Wh 
governor's AD Ty 52425 oondułt 1 influ- 
_ enced by one or the other of two qualities that pre- 
dominated in him, or; «was. produced by their 18 
currence: theſe two 3 were, courage and 2 a 
tegrity; the firſt inſpired that elevated 
that inborn noble pride t, which in great ſouls is = | 
ly a perception of their own worth, without the leaſt 
mixture of mean vanity,” or the intokication'of {elf 
love the ſecond produce in ſincerity and truth, makes 
its Owner: incapa rize, and al- 
to y iel to reaſon and ja ice: he Wo 
1 8 W FN Fo ques, * en 3 5 other Faulk 
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* ed blaſphemles. The king, being ekafper 


1 ſomebody s Word, and run the impudent fellow throug 
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ter: there, was 1225 A conformity betwee 715 | 
diſpoſiti ion and Bag * 0. ſuffer him to con 


long in 4 ſtate of Oitbity with him. The 25 5 
L between them was, that. Henry 


refle ing on th je a effects of a anger, 71 a dd de ace 


he. was under of gaining friends; and Jaſtly, b 
e native tenderneſs 61 his heart, converts his fi 
e allies 'of Tags into ſuch” f. 48 as 


+ # 
> 


5 in oh gc courſe of misfortuties; by the nete 
ty e 


þ Hare i is 7 e 11. ec fr, Na: — of the wiede 
e life of the Felde de Thou, which proves "What che“? auth 
5 here/ CRY the'charaBRer;of ee 1 als 


% © fu 


by 66: treat with the admiral,” — afforded him an ator - + 
e means of ps, that Furious ally which has been x hep ioneds 
paſſed from Fre es to dif; ſputes, then fell into-a paſſio n and utter- 

dec this bebe led, 
Sebmmanded Bi to Eo out 5 but as Grillotd was/comhipgibackleverit 
© moment from the door, and they perceived that the kipg grew pals 
with anger and i impatie cez they were afraid he mould ac 25 

At laſt 
4 being come to himſelf, after Grillon went out, and turning to 
„ wards the lords who attended him, and who, with de Thou, had 
© admired the patience with whic E bore this inſolence, he ſaid 

1 them, Nature has formed me paſſionate, but finceT have been f. 

„ fible of this fault, I have always endeavoured to guard againſt the 

* % dietates of ſo dangerous|z paſſion ; I know by experience that it iy 

© a bad adyiſer, and am glad to have ſuch. good- witneſſes of my 


0 „ deration,” It is cert n, that his conftitytion, the fatigues he #1 


©. endured, and the many viciſſitudes of fortune to Which he had 


. « been. ſubjected, had given him a firmneſs of ſoul, that was prof 


**, againſt the efforts of rage, but not the alurements o of pleaſur 
wt was remarked, Vat white Grillon was thys conteſting wi RANT 
* marſhal Biron, who was then in the king's rbom, ſrting upon 3 
4 trunk, pretended to be aſlee ſeep; and as the diſpute grew warmer, hi 


« fleep became more ſound; though, Grillo came near . in vr 5 
to abuſe him, and cried aloud in his ears, that he wa an 


| . ſnarling dog. The company, were perſuaded that the Ther) e 
bimfe 


« affected that deep ſleep, tliat he might not Ro 
a brutality of- Pure a fiery hot brained man; Which would oo 


2 2 
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were wholly under the government of his Teaſong 
and ſeldom appeared in his countenance or geſture; 
and ſtill ſeldomer in his words] 
t Tur king was juſt come to Chartres, which 
place he had choſen || for the ceremony of his coro- 
nation, when I joined him to give him an account of 
my journey, and to procure full powers for conclud- 
ing the treaty with Villars. I had expected to de- 
part again b immediately, and did not imagine he 
would detain me with him ten or twelve days, which 
was really the caſe. He was then endeavouring te 
reconcile the count of Soiſſons and the duke of Mont. 
penſier, whoſe enmity was firſt occaſioned by fome 
diſputes relating to the prerogatives of their rank as 
princes of the blood, and ſtrengthened and confirm 
ed by their competition for the ſame poſts, the ſame 
governments, and, above all, for the fame miftre(s} ” 
who was the princefs Catherine, ſiſter to the King. 
The duke of Montpenſier had certainly the advan= 
tage in the king's favour, as well as in fortune, for 
he had immenſe eftates; he appeared at the coro-= 
nation with a train of four or five hundred'gentlemen; 
while his rival could with diffieulty maintain a dozen: 

but, poor as he was, without places, without go- 
vernments, and diſliked by the king ever ſince his 
eſcape from Rouen, he had this advantage over the 
duke, to poſſeſs intirely the heart of the princeſs. 
The counteſs of Guiche & was their confidant; ſnhe 


© have happened if he had ſeemed to hear him. It was alſo believed, 
** that he was willing to leave the King all the fatigue of the conver- 
N. ſation,” AE NS 2 ene neee on 773 
1 Feb. 17, 1594. | 3 e 1171 . 0 1 5 
I Againſt a frivolous decree of the ſtates of Blois, which annuls 
this ceremony unleſs it is made in the city of Rheims. It was decid+ 
ed, that his majeſty ſhould be crowned by Nicholas de Thoy,: biſhop 
of this city, and not by the archbiſhop of Bourges, who claimed that 
honour as lord almoner ; and that no uſe ſhould be made of the Sainte- 
Ampoule, or holy bottle. See this ceremony deſcribed in the hiſtorians. 
The ſame who had been miſtreſs to Henry IV. but ſhe was grown. 
very fat, coarſe, and red-faced, Journ. of the reign of Henry III. ; 
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was acquainted with all their ſecrets, managed their 


correſpondence when they could not ſee each other, 


and ſo confirmed their mutual affection, that ſhe 


made them both ſign a contract of marriage, which 


the confuſion only of the times prevented them from 
_ - folemaizing, . 1 


ITT 


giving up our taſk, as hopeleſs of ever accompliſhing 
it: however, by the force of arguments, Funded 


the article of their paſſion for the princeſs, . and her 
martiage, which J carefully avoided mentioning, 
continuing ſtill undetermined, left the feeds of divi- 
fion in their hearts: but this I looked upon as an in- 
ſurmountable abſtacle;. ; '' _ — wo 
1 was extremely well fatisfied at having ſucceeded 
ſo far, without touching upon this article, and I 
now ſaw nothing ta delay my journey to you. 
ZAR 5 ut 


prudently laid aſide, the marriage of the pririceſs his 


* cf ee UWA, . an Þ 
But I Was N the king's extreme ſolicitude to 
reconcile theſe princes, was With a view of obtaining 
another end, which he ſtill more ardently deſired 3 
and this was the very ſame that I thought I had {6 


fiſter. Unfortunately I was the Ris m 

fixed upon to accompliſh this deſign. I was com- 
miſfioned to get the contract of marriage, which 1 
| have juſt mentioned, out of the hands of the parties 

pm eek that, this obſtacle being removed, "the 
king, who was reſolved to refuſsthe dake of Mont. 
pen ſer nothing he demanded, might be able to make 
uſe of his authority to prevail upon the princeſs to 
receive him for a huſband, and by that means deli- 
ver himſelſ from the apprehenſi on of ſeeing a mar- 
riage coneluded, which, though clandeftinely, would 
be no leſs dangerous, fince the” count of Soiſſons 
would become his heir, whether he conſented to it 
or not, and make uſe of his own riches againſt him: 
and if this marriage produced any children, as 
there was no doubt but it would, that Would give 
his majeſty, who had none, another cdijſe Rr e. 
neſs, 

I TREMBLED when I received the kid's Hef ba 
this purpoſe, . I would have repreſented to him, that 
Villars would certainly engage himſelf in the enemy's 
party for ever, as would alſo Medavy, and ſeveral 
other governors in Normandy, unleſs I went imme 
diately to thoſe places. The affair was reſolved up- 
on; the king would not hear me, and only g anted 
me what I ab to inſure the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, 
which was, to give no ſuſpicion of my being em- 
ployed in it, and to leave me the choice of What mea- 
ſures I thought neceſſary to take. | . 

Wu I was alone, and had reßected upon the 
nature of the commiſſion which I had received, . 
confeſs I was ' thrown into the utmoſt perplexity. 
From the knowledge I had of the princefs Catherine's 
coping, from wham it was neceſſary to get this 
contrany 
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did betray; her; and this gave me pain. 
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Ws contraA, as convinced it was not in the ea, 


human eloquenęę to make her approye of the ki 


Jaeſigne with. regard:to; her; . How difficult, a 


to perſuade a woman, and a princeſs, to A 
the man ſhe loved, and beſtow herſelf upon one 


whom ſhe hated. There was no probability of ſuc- 


ceeding but by artifice, ; I endeayoured. to.vanquiſh 
my ſcruples by, refleQing, that in deceiving the bay, 
though L did not conſult her inclination, yet I w 

attentive to her xeal intereſt; and that it was to free 


the king and kingdom from the bad conſequences 


that might, attend her. irregular conduct, which in- 
duced .me to act. in this manner. I flattered myſelf 
that the princeſs would one day think herſelf obliged 
to me, for having, by an innocent ſtratagem, pre- 
yented the.xuin' of her fortune, together with the loſs 
of the king her brother's friendſhip. Specious as 
theſe reaſons were, I cannot help ie that I. 
he im- 

Mbility | of. ſucceeding by any other means, and 

; ope that even ſhe 4 one day pardon the 
deceit, and confeſs that I had done her a real ſervice 
by it, was what at laſt determined me. As for the 
count, having no occaſion to make any applica- 
tion, to him, and being likewiſe but little attach- 
ed to him, the reſpect that was due to his perſon 
ought to be laid aſide, when it oppoſed the public 


utility, and vrhat the ſervice of the king my maſter 
required of me. However, this affair, in the end, 


Was: the cauſe of great, uneaſineſs to me, which my 
uples, and the reluctance 1 had to engage in it, 
ſhould have preſerved me from. 
THERE. was ſtill another difficulty. to be removed. 
ſaw - the princeſs very ſeldom, on account of the 


- multiplicity of buſineſs in which I was engaged, and 


I knew her diſcernment too well to doubt that 
whatever meaſures I made uſe of obtain the contract 
in queſtion, .my, unuſual aſſiduity would, in a mind 
qgturally, diſtruftful, create ſuſpicions which would, 

12 | put 


£ 


yy , 4 
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put ber upon her g — Ln ee 
others to, ay. to her: It erefore endeavoured to ac 
x ths ſhould, prevent. wiechegi 
T made. ule of the. es Du-Petrans, | 
who, 15 knew elf call the, young 05 Were. of, ; ,A 
humgur, to 00 FE coves to the rear. at the enn 
e 1 e Was intimate only 
ith the e biff 'eldeſt : 725 one 
niques nothi ng op g upon. the of i they 
haye of their 8 . my this Artie | 
5 ways their own,.d 90 Pen I went. t leh . 
o.. viſit; the younger , Du-Pe rron 1 Aaron him.; 
Tia inuated.myſelt 1 by feigning gto im 
part 1 bim. He began to think himſelf ; a 
alt importance, and, t thro gh vanity, b 
lever ed every. word, 1 1 77 £0, him. bel percely: | 
pre Bn with, ſe}f-a 1 ion, in 
ſ{ Hincerity, & N= 


(wah all, he: FArances,0! t be 
2 at che ſame; time an oath of ſecrecy from him, 
rhef J N been very ſorry þ he had ke . 
677 15 Eng had imparted to me in confidence ju 
intentions. with regard to the princeſs; ; that he w 
reſolvegyto r marr r.t0 the cgunt of Soiflons ; 3 my | 
185 ſome little di act which ſtill re ined 8 
e eve is maje from peg: 7 | 
is, defign. . 5 aſſur e nly, 
: a nes be ſuffaient for Du-Perron 485 get rid of this 
5 ſecret, in ſuch a manner that it would reach 
the princeſs Catherine. | Accordingly, a moment af. 
terwards he 8885 it, with injunctions of ecrecy, to 
| monlicur, de C -0 Wfeenal, _ and two other of the count. 
of Soiſſons molt inti mate. confidants. They ran to, | 
inform the count of jt and he the princeſs; and the 
counteſs of Guiche, {IN | 
I pip not doubt but the Mee fattered with, 
1 10 an agreeable would make me : the firſt ad- Pp 
vances; T was not Fan Going, to take leave ; 


ol her, as a man juſt ieh to un e a long jour: 
* Gaſpard de court ist 2 of 400 71919 419980. 
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n e N wie ns 0. bon 
5. inplete” oof Nd. retry bee 
T Wee _Feceived me with mor Ethan 4 
| id. of fl er not Wine 1s 
Ile ee er rtuf fon conver 
_ ſation indifferent 1285 75 made haſte to brin 
the e the pfihceſs“ 8. arria ve With the count, 
who was preients upon the 2 555 and. cog 
mer 15 tranſport, of iendſhip, “ See," ſaid The 
RE overs, * 4 man who is able 30 ferve © ou,” 
1 7 then, atdrefling herſelf to me, told me, 
os Enew the count 1 7 Her Had always eſteemed 
me greatly 155 that ft a would be ex 
tremely o lig ed to me, Nabel ehrt benen 
to fee hefelf to, he favour of the king her bro 
ther. She ſpoke only theſe few' words, and left th 
care af (zying more to that, infinuativg” and gracefu 
| air, which fhe'knew better than any | other woman n 
W - the. world how ta aſſume when the pleaſed!” feet 
F * be abſolutely gained, 2004 after thanking the 
princeſs for the honour th did me, T added, that if F 
might depend upon the fecrecy of all that were tber 
prelent, Noll inform them of fome ere e 
Dich would not be indifferent to them. Women 
make NO, ſeruple to promiſe ſecrecy 2 though ney: 
have been always accuſed of performing that ar 
15 ill. The princefs and her confi e ade 'A 
oF to the aſſurances they gave me; but it was not 
4 geſign to Explain myſelf farther at that time. T 
ed them for three days delay: they affiſted me in 
finding an excuſe for deferring wy jourtiey to Rouen; 
and I took. leave of the mba, who "impariently 
expected the time I had preſcribed. 
AY 96k punQuat to my cee and waited 
upon the princeſs at the expiration of the three days. 
J ſuffered myſelf to be Nei d a long time before I 
would diſcloſe my ſecret; at laſt, ſeeming to yield to 
the importunity bf the two ladies, I told them, that 
having ſeveral times ſounded the King upon the mar- 
ee. in * he at firſt ſheyed ſome reluctanee 
*. to 


- 
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r . as - 
to it, without caring to explain himſelf farther; ;- but 
my earneſt intreaties had at length prevailed! upon. 


him to his heart to me upon this ſubject; and 
he confeſſed, that far from feeling any repugnance to 


conclude this marriage, he thought it a very proper 
one; and ſince that he had no iſſue of his n, ne 
ſhould be overjoyed to ſee the offspring of his ſiſter 
and a prince of his blood, whom he would look up- 
on as his on children: that the gentle and comply- 
ng diſpoſition of the count of Soiſſons and the prin- 
ceſs was highly agreeable to him, but that he would 
find it very difficult to forget that the count had en- 
deavoured to deceive him, and to obtain his ſiſter 
without his conſent. This ſpeech, every word of 
which I had concerted” before, produced the effect - 
deſigned it ſhould: the two lovers and their conſidant 
began to confeſs they had agted indiſcretely, and to 
condemn themſelves for conducting the affair with 
ſuch a ſpirit of independence. This was what I 
waited for: I ſeized this o ortunĩty to convince 5 
them that I believed the offence might be ſoon re- 
paired; that the king was. naturally kind, and eaſily 
forgot paſt injuries; all that was now neceſſary to be 
done, was to behave in a quite contrary manner ta 
ſolicit his favour, ſeem abſolutelydependent upbn him, 
leave him maſter of their deſtiny; in fine (and this was 
the moſt difficult point of all) ſacrifice to him the 
contract they had both ſigned, as being what he was 
moſt offended with; and not to fear giving him 
even a declaration in writing, in which they ſhall: - 
both bind themſelves not to marry without his con- 
ſent: after this condeſcenſion, I told them, on their 
ſide, I believed I might aſſure them, that in leſs than 
three months the king would himſelf prevent their 
defires, and unite them for ever.. 4911 
Iron no difficulty in gaining credit to theſe aſſur- 
ances, and that very inſtant they promiſed to reſign the 
contract of marriage, poſſibly becauſe they thought 
it would be of n uſe to them, if the king, when he i 
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became abſolute maſter in his dominions, ſhould: 
not agree to it. The counteſs of Guiche ſaid 
ſhe had left it at Bearn, but would ſend for it 
immediately. They did not ſo eaſily yield to the 
declaration I demanded afterwards, and without 
which their | reſigning the contract ſignified no- 
thing, ſince the parties might, whenever they 
eaſed, renew it. This was the very argument 
made uſe of to enforce the neceſſity of giving it; 
and I convinced them, that without this the king 
could neither depend upon their ſincerity, nor be 
aſſured of their obedience. This article was 
ſtrongly conteſted; and when at laſt, by the force 
of remonſtrances, I obtained a writing, by which 
the princeſs and tlie count cancelled all promiſes 
” on had paſſed between them, reſeaſed each other 
from any engagement, and ſubmitted themſelves 
abſolutely to the king's diſpoſal, the conſequence 
of this writing alarmed them, and they had re- 
courſe to a medium, without which it is proba- 
ble the affair had reſted as it was: this medium 
Was, that I only ſhould be intruſted with it, and 
ſhould not ſuffer it to go out of my hands, not 
even though the Sing; \thould require it. Luckily 
they did not add, that it ſhould be returned to 
the princeſs, if matters took an unfavourable turn. 
J promiſed them upon my word and honour, that 
I would not part with it; which ſatisfied them 
entirely, and the writing was delivered to me, in 
ſorm, ſigned hy the princeſs and the count, and 
ſealed with their arms. The king's joy for my ſuc- 
ceſs, which he durſt hardly flatter himſelf with the 
hopes of, was conſiderably leſs, when he found the 
writing was to remain in my hands: he often in- 
treated me earneſtly to give it him; hut finding, by. 
my. perſiſting to refuſe him, that the obedience 
owed him could not iufluence me to a breach of my 
promiſe, he no zonger ſolicited me to it. The two. 
 Lyers ſceing the agreeable hopes I had. given 2 
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ſtill unaccompliſhed, could not, as it may be well 
imagined, pardon me for having deceived them: the 
ſucceeding part of theſe Memoirs will ſhew how they 
fende 4% 5.012055 WIS 247 FOR vs * 
AFTER the concluſion of this affair, which Ican- 
not remember without pain, I was wholly employed 
in preparing for my journey to Rouen. I was ap- 
prehenſive, and not without reaſon, that fo long a de- 
lay had abſolutely broke all my firſt meaſures with 
miral Villars: however, I obtained full powers + 
from the king to conclude a treaty, not only with 
this governor, but alſo with all the other governors 
and officers of the province. Juſt as I was going 
to ſet out, Deſportes arrived, and —_— me once 
| ledavy' to the 


— 4 


more; he was fent by the baron deR 
biſhop of Evreux, to deſire that he would lend him 
his houſe of Condt for a little time; and alſo pre- 
vail upon me to come thither, that he might confer 
with me upon the conditions of his treaty, and that 

of Verneuil. I left Chartres, and came in the even- 
ing to Anet, madam d' Aumale having long earneſtly 
ſolicited me to viſit her thermſeee. 

I Is lady, who had more underſtanding and pru- 
dence than her huſband, conjured him 3 to 

break with the league, and refign himſelf wholly to 
the king. She was ſenſible, that not only his duty 

and ſafety required that he ſhould take this ſtep, but 
his intereſt likewiſe; for the duke d' Aumale's f de- 
meſtic affairs were in ſuch diſorder, that there was 
no other way to avoid approaching ruin, but by be- 
ing amongſt the firſt that returned to their duty and 
obedience on this occaſion, and were therefore diſ- 
tinguiſhed with very conſiderable rewards. I aligbt- 
ed at an inn in Anet, and while my ſupper was pre- 

.. +. The pre ſent duke of Sully has the original ofthis full power in 
his poſſeſſion, as likewiſe many of the originals of Maximilian de Be- 
thune's letters upon this ſubjece. | WOES 

1 Charles de Lorrain, duke of Aumale, who died in 1631, in his 


retirement at; Btuſſels; his wife was Mary de Lorrain, daughter of 
Reh, duke of Elben. 5 ; | | 
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28 MEMOIRS Book VI. 
paring, went to wait upon madam d' Aumale, at- 
tended only by one page. Lo the joy that animated 
the countenance of this lady the moment ſſie per- 
ceived me, ſhe added the favour of a moſt obliging 
and friendly reception; and that ſhe might not waſte 
moments ſo precious, took my hand, and made me 
walk with her in thoſe fine galleries and gardens 
which make Anet a maſt enchanting place: here 
ſhe expreſſed to me her earneſt deſire to have her 
huſband return to the obedience he owed his ſove- 
reign, and named the conditions upon which he 
might be induced to conſent to it. I omit all the 
propoſitions, either approved or rejected, that paſſed 
between us. Hitherto I had ſeen nothing but what 
did honour to the maſter of a houſe truly royal; and 
I ſhould have been ignorant of the deplorable extre- 
mity to which the duke was reducad, if ſhe had not 
intreated, and even forced me to ſup with her, and 
o ſtay there all night. After a repaſt, which we 
waited for a long time, and when it came was as bad 
as the attendance. we had at it, I was conducted into 
a very 1 chamber, all ſhining with marble, but 
almoſt deſtitute of furniture, and ſo cold, that I could 
neither get heat, nor ſleep in a bed, where the ſhort 
narrow 5 curtains, one thin coverlid, and damp 
ſheets, were ſufficient to benumb one with cold, even 
in the midſt of ſummer: not able to continue in bed, 
J roſe, and thought to ſecure myſelf againſt the in- 
conveniences of my damp lodging by making a fire, * 
but I could find no other wood to burn than green 
holm and juniper, which it was impoſſible to kindle: 
I was obliged therefore to wear my gown the whole 
night, by which means I was very early awake, and 
joy fully quitting ſo diſagreeable a lodging, I went to 
join my attendants, the meaneſt of whom fared bet- 

ter, and paſſed the night more comfortably than their 

maſter. bw. FORE ent arp ern t 
I MADE myſelf. amends for this fatigue at Conde, 
where I found every conventency that could une 5 
| ute 
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bute towards an agreeable reception: as ſoon as 1 


arrived, T got into à good bed, Medavy not being 
expected till noon. At firſt he regulated his beha- 
viour according to that notion, that in ſuch a con- 
juncture as the preſent the moſt inconſiderable noble- 
man has a right to ſet ten times a greater value upon 
himſelf than he is worth; he performed his part per- 


fectly well, by an air of falſe diſtruſt, and an affected 


ſuperiority, which he tmagined would procure him 
ſome advantage. I contraſted his vanity” with a 


franknefs that ſhewed' it to himſelf, and told him 


calmly, that if he waited till the great cities came to 
an accommodation, he, who had only Verneuil to 
offer, his-ſacrifice would immediately loſe half of its 
value ; and that afterwards perhaps his propoſals 
would not be liſtened to, and no reward granted 


him. My fincerity forced him to be candid likewiſe; ” 


he appeared - more reaſonable, and we ſoon agreed: 
he only intreated me not to make the affair public 


till the end of March, becauſe he had engaged to 


Villars to do nothing without his participation. He 
ſent Deſportes with me to Rouen, to pay this com- 
pliment to the governor, and to obſerve, at the'ſame 
time, whether I concluded the treaty with Villars, 


whoſe accommodation drew his along with it, in 


ſome meaſure neceſſarily. 


IcAux to Louviers the next day, from whence 


making known my arrival to admiral Villars, he 
ſent the captain of his guards to receive me at the 
gate of the city. I did not enter ſecretly as before, 
but publicly, and with a kind of pomp. The ſtreets 
were filled with the people; and the hopes of a 


peace, by which quiet and commerce would be re- 


ſtored 'to their city, drew loud acclamations of jo 
from them gs I paſſed. Villars had cauſed the fineſt 
houſe in Rouen to be prepared for the reception of 


me and my train, which conſiſted of twelve or fifteen - 


penn and had given all the neceſſary orders 
or treating us magnificently, La- Font, Who had 
07} 5 C 3 the 
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the care of my reception, waited to conduct me chi- 
ther: he outdid his maſter, and at night gave me 
the muſic, and the diverſion of dancers, and jugglers, 
whom I could not prevail upon to receive either 
money or preſents. I ſent Du- Perat to make my 
compliments to the admiral, madam de Simiers, and 
the abbe de Tiron , who all had a great ſhare in 
the management of this affair: they returned me the 
ſame civility a few moments after by the ſieur de 
Perdriel, and deſired hint to tell me, that I muſt reſt 
this day, and we ſhould enter upon buſineſs the next. 
This, however, did not hinder the abbot from viſit- 
ing me in the evening, without ceremony : indeed 
his whole conduct upon this occaſion diſcovered a 
degree of rectitude and fincerity rarely to be found 
— . ⅛%⅛ •é0—. ß 
I Found by his diſcourſe that the king had been 
within a very [tle of loſing Villars irretrievably. A 
deputy from Spain, named don Simon-Antonio, and 
another called Chapelle Marteau 2, from the duke 
of Maienne, came to Rouen ſome days before my 
arrival, and had made very advantageous propoſals 
to this governor ; he had likewiſe daily received let- 
ters from the catholics, even thoſe in the king's 
party, which tended to raiſe unfavourable ſuſpicions 
of his majeſty's deſigns, and to Senne him 
againſt a negotiation entruſted to a proteſtant agent: 
this argument had great weight with Villars, always 
zealous for his religion, and would have infallibly 
determined him for the enemies party, if in this per- 
plexity his mind had not been ballanced by other 
ſetters from the cardinal of Bourbon, the biſhop of 
Evreux, and the marquis de Vitry, who all aſſured 
him he might depend upon the king's word and my 
ſincerity. Tiron ſhewed me part of each of theſe 
letters, and-thought it neceſlary to warn me, that the 
admiral, having been perpetually beſet by deputies 


|| Philip Des-Portes, abbot of Joſephat, Tiron, and Bonport, 


4. 
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Michael Marteau, fteur de la Chapelle. 
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from the league, and offended likewiſe at the delays | 
that had been uſed with him, I muſt not expect to 
vanquiſh his irreſolution without ſuffering Fame of 
thoſe ſallies of rage, ſo natural to him, and which 
with a little patience it was eaſy to allay. 


I wENT to wait on + Villars, well prepared. to 


ſuſtain all theſe little aſſaults, and at firſt perceived 


plainly that the ſight of me awakened ſome remains 


of diſtruſt and anger in his mind. My behaviour ſoon 
diſſipated this cloud, and he with great calmneſs and 
ſerenity propoſed his conditions, which were com- 
prized under the following heads: That he ſhould | 

continue ſtill in his poſt of admiral, which had been 


beſtowed on him by the Rague ; amd in his govern- 


ment of Rouen poſſeſs a power independent of the 
duke of Montpenſier, governor of that province, at 
leaſt during three years; and that this power ſhould 
extend over the bailiwics of Rouen and Caux: That 


the exerciſe of the proteſtant religion ſhould not be, | 


allowed in this capital, nor fix leagues about it: 


That all the officers poſted by the league in the cities 


belonging to his government ſhould be Fn. 

there, with fifteen hundred foot, and three hundred 
horſe, to be maintained by the king for the ſecur 

of thoſe cities: That his majeſty ſhould give =, 

ſum of an hundred and twenty chouland livres to 


pay his debts, and à ye n den ddd of ſixty thou- 
d 


ſand: That Feſcamp ſhould be delivered to him: 
And laſtly, that he ſhould have the diſpoſal of the 


abbeys of Jumieges, Tiron, Bonport, la Valaſe, 
Saint-Taurin, a tha 


defigned for a ſiſter of madam de Simiers. 
Ix all theſe articles had as much Spend u 
me as that relating to the abbey of SD, 


+, M. de Villars, in the Memoirs of We dee is repreſented to 7 
be of a haughty diſpoſition, and ſubject to frequent tranſports of an- 
ger. It is there obſerved, that the baron de Roſny was only one 


that could ſucceed in theſe negotiations. Memoirs for the hiſtory of 


France, vol. II. Theſe negotiations of baron de R alfo 
Gmmended by M. de Thou, book cix. = 1 *. 
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which was my own, and which I immediately, yield- 
ed to Villars, the, treaty had been concluded without 
any farther delay; and this I aſſured him of with 
regard to thoſe wherein the king was abſolute maſ- 
ter. But however full and extenſive the powers I 


had received from his majeſty were, I could do no- 


thing in thoſe articles which regarded the duke of 
Montpenſier, and Biron, who was inveſted with the 
poſt of admiral, and in poſſeſſion of Feſcamp, which 
he had got from Bois- roſẽ, on a promiſe of indemni- 
fication, that had not yet been fulfilled; and I did 
not think I had a right to ſettle this affair without 
informing the king of it. As I did not heſitate up- 
on any of thoſe conditions, which depended immedi- 
ately upon the king to grant, I expected that Villars 


would have been ſatisfied with my conduct; but 
this governor going out with the deputies from the 


league at the very moment that I was endeavouring 
to make him comprehend my reaſons, he. interrupted 
me haſtily with theſe few words, pronounced with 
great fury: © That I might ſpare myſelf the trouble 
of talking to him any more, ſince he was deter- 
< mined. either to finiſh the treaty upon the ſpot, or 
«break it off entirely,” ' | 
ALTHOUGH was a little ſtunned with this unfore- 
ſeen: blow, I anſwered Villars - calmly, that I was 
perſuaded the king would grant him the three articles 
in queſtion, as well as all the others (that of the 
Feſcamp making two, becauſe Bois-roſe was con- 
cerned in it:). That this need not hinder us from 
drawing up the treaty, and even ſigning it that mo- 
ment, as if 
ttzis note in the margin over againſt the three articles, 
To be determined by the king, And, to convince him 
that I ſought not to gain time, in order to betray 
him afterwards, I offered to remain in his power as 
an hoſtage, till his majeſty returned an anfwer. Vil- 


Jars ſtill ſtarted new difficulties, but he could not 


reſiſt madam de Simicrs, the abbot Tiron, and la 


. 


every thing was agreed to, inſerting only 


Font, 


% 


4 


* 


f r 8 
| "1594" © N U L L N. _ 
Pont, Who all 9 my arguments. I bad the 
treaty drawn up in haſte, we ſighed it; and 1 ſent s 
copy of it immediately to the king, with a long let! 
ter, in which I gave him an account of all that had 
fſed. But before the anſwer could be brought to 
Rouen, an incident happened, which we once ima- 
gined would have fendered it uſeleſs;  - 
Mos'r of the governors of the ſmall forts in the 
neighbourhood of Rouen, far from returning to the 
duty and obedience' they owed their king, perſiſted 
in their revolt, becauſe, in the preſent confuſed ſtate | 
of affairs, they acquired gains, which they foreſaw 
would ceaſe with the war. The molt artful amongſt” - © 
them made themſelves , equally neceſſary to each of 
the contending parties, 150 exacted bribes from both. 
Du Rollet, governor of Pont de VArche, was one of 
thoſe that 4:0 on theſe principles with the greateſt 
ſubtilty. He had for more than a year flattered the 
king with hopes that he would fall upon means to 
deliver the city of Rouen and its governor into his 
hands, provided he would give the government of 
this place to him, which his majeſty at all events 
gave bim a written promiſe of, i Keller, failine 
In an enterprize which exceeded his abilities, took it 
Into his head to blaſt my negociatibn, Which he at- 
rtempted-in this l,, En 
. He commanded an officer named Dupre to mingle 
with my train as I paſſed through Pont de VArche, 
and to enter Rouen with me. T had been informed 
that du Rollet was diſaffected, but I had no reaſon 
to ſuſpeR this officer of having any bad dehgns, nor 
could I hinder him from following me. I was like- 
wiſe: abſolutely ignorant of this Dupre's. being tbe 
very fame perſon that had been employed by du 
Rollet before to cabal againſt Villars in Rouen f. He 


I During the ſiege of Rouen, du Rollet enteavouring to throw _ 
22 into that city, was taken and ſhut up in the old caſtle, where 
however, it is probable, he ſtill continued to carry on dutrigues for the 
King's intereſt, Cayet, b. Iv. p. 14. denen en 
SW Chi: (ft was 


mo 


— — 2 1 


Sb 
a, — 


22 EIS 
A h 


4 4 I? ESSE! <S 
——— — ——— mp —ͤ—I — —äꝓ ͤ ꝙ 
— * — * ——— —— — * 


— — —ů— —— — 


A, — K ———v—— — 5 
— — — —— — 1 — —— R 


to keep the affair ſecret; in effect, 
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was no ſooner entered, than, rene wing his former 
acquaintance, he put himſelf at the head of a 

of raſh inconſiderate perſons, with whom be had b 
laid a plot to ſeize the old palace, and ſecure the 


governor's perſon; perſuading them that he: acted: 
thus by my orders, As he had no other deſign than 
to alarm the governor, and to inſpire him with the 
utmoſt deteſtation of me, he was not V; t much trouble 
illars. Was in 
formed of it immediately, 
TE excefs of ange cr this news RED, him into, 


and the injurious thoughts it inſpired him with againſt 
the king, and eſpeciafly me, 1 


y be eaſily imagined. 

Convinced that he had now an inconteſtible proof 
of my treachery, he would not examine the matter 
any farther, but ſent d' Inſencourt to me that mo- 
ment, to deſire 1 would. come to him. I had dined 
that day with la Pile, ee general of the cham- 
ber of accounts, and, had juſt receiyed letters which 
pleafed me exceedingly. be king g ranted Villars 


the three articles that ad been 750580 to him, and: 


engaged to procure | the conſent ofthe parties concern 
ed Over againſt theſe articles, I had written upon. 


the margin of the original treaty which T had carried 


with me, To be gzreed 7 by his maje/ty's command;. I pro-. 
miſed myſelf great pleafure in thus furprizipg Villars, 
who could not expect ſuch quick diſpatch; and 
vent. out of la Pile” s houſe with the treaty in one 
hand, holding a white ſcarf which I had put into. my 
cket in the other, intending to throw, it about Vil- 
Le: neck, and embracing him, to ſalute him ad- 
miral and governor of the diſtricts of Rouen and 
Caux. The contrariety of reſſections that employ- 
ed our minds as we advanced towards each other had, 


1 believe, ſomething in it very uncommon. 


Mr gaiety was ſoon overcaſt, for Villars perceiv- 
ing me at a diſtance, came towards me with ha 
ſtrides, his face ſwelled and inflamed, his eyes ſpark- 
lirſg, and all his looks and e expreſlive « of 5 


* 
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moſt viblerit tranſports of fury. He began by ſnatching 
the paper; out of! my hand, and not giving me tiche to 
| peak with a voice fo altered by this inwards itatian 
that it was ſcarcely articulate, dea out theſe 
words, too remat able, not to be related exactly. 
So, ſir, where, in the devil's name, are you go- 
©ihg fo airy, and fo ful of mirth ? By- heavens you 
| 60 «hae not yet attained” your purpole,! fd before the 
45 ame is ended, "th may perhaps have no caule to 
ile, at leaſt if I treat you as you, deſerye, You. 
wie 2 out WY reckoning, ybù, and your King of 
« Navarre o, for b my ſoul he has got A in 
c the bafket; and if he can find no other ſootman 
<« than Villars, I fancy he will be but bag y ferved. fs” 
Saying this, he tore the treaty in a thou and pieces, 
and threw them into the fire. Having given the 
Teins to his fury; he added an infinite number of in- 
vectives of the Tame tone, and equally, extravagant, 
. intermingling them with Gaths, the rage he was in 
furniſhing him with an inexhauſtible fource of them. 
FTA TI ſuffered him to go on "thus, without | in- 
; terruption, was at firft owing to my aſtoniſhment, 
or rather indeed to the neceflity I wat under of 
hearing him, and afterwards to Ns reflection that 
theſe ſorts of diſpoſitions. cannot bear contradiAzon : © 
at length ſtopping of himſelf, he began to traverſe 
his chamber, which was 1 7 long and wi e like 
a man out of his ſenſes. « Wall, An ſaid] Weben 
J found he was filent, * have you done yet talking 
« at random? You have 28925 to be Tatisfied AE 
6 - having thus behaved like a madman, without be- 
60 ing contradicted in your extravagancies. 1 
ceiving that the calm manner in which L ſpoke to 
him, obli iged him, in ſpite of himſelf, to liſten. 
to me, I proceeded to tell him, that what he 
bad juſt aid and done in my preſence appeared 
to 62 nothing but an artifice he had 9955 ceiyed = 
to retract the ' wort” he nag 10 10 ag [3 
but that this turn Wo Os Sn di wnour 
Kam, and greatly leſſen my opinion yy his wiſdom: 
C& and 
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A reproach. 
I ſuch. evaſions are only fit for, thoſe that betray 


* muſt T confeſs that INC 
you, and broke my oath? L would rather die than 
„de guilty of ſuch 0 | 
anſwered I, © you teach me to ſwear, it is only by 
your fulfilling or breaking off the treaty, that J 
ſhall know whether to believe you an honeſt or a 
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and integrity. “ Sdeath, “ cried he, ſtopping ſhort, 
I never did, nor neyer will deſerve or ſuffer ſuch 


4 


I am, a man of too much honour; 


«their friends, and endeayour. to get them aſſaſſi- 


4 <« nated.” Hitherto he had jad poſbing ſo plain as 
this laſt word, by which, though I could 


not com 


prehend the Whole extent of his meaning, yet I was 
able to gueſs' from whence ſo furious a behaviour 
aber dee e e e 

I DEMANDED an explanation, and proteſted to him, 


with that air of ſincerity and confidence with which 


even the moſt prejudiced cannot help being affected, 


that I was abſolutely ignorant of his meaning ; and 
that if 1 could be convicted of any unfair proceed- 


ings with regard to him, I was ready to deliver my- 


{elf into his hands, without deſiring either pardon or 


favour. Thus obliging him to be more explicit, he 
reproached me with k | 
ſinate him, and ſeize upon the old palace. The vio- 
. lence of this agitation not permitting him to fpeak 


aving employed Dupre to aſſaſ- 


otherwiſe than in broken and interrupted ſentences, 


the affair appeared to me utterly improbable, and 1 
. could not hinder myſelf from entertaining ſome ſuſpi- 
cions of his ſincerity, nor from telling him, that he 


had been ſeduced by Spaniſh piſtoles to contrive ſuch 
a ſlight pretence for breaking with me. Who I?” 
cried he, relapſing again into a rage. Sdeath, 

7 have acted treacherouſly with 


aſeneſs.” * By heaven, fir,” 


2, 


« pexjured.man.”... | — Kos 
WIA continued thus expoſtulating a long time, 


. 


which increaſed rather than leſſened our mutual diſ- 
be ſatisfaction ; fo that at laſt we both became equally 


4% . : .. a Fs: © Re b n 
Kragen, During. his, conteſt. the abhot de T iron 
dna aid Je eigen nie ite: bal Foe 
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came in, and entering immediately into the occaſion 
of our quarrel; reduced us both to reaſon. De- 
„ pend upon it, fir,” ſaid he to Villars, „the ba- 
e ron de Rofay is not guilty of the ſchemes: that have 
e been laid againſt you; he is a man of too much 
« honour; and, in ſuch a caſe, too prudent to throw 
&« himſelf into your power. 
Tusk few words explained every thing. I turn- 
ed calmly towards Villars, telling him, that I was 
convinced anger alone had been the cauſe of all the 
injurious things he had ſaid; and that Jexpected, as 
ſoon as it was allayed, he would repair his fault, by 
performing his firſt promiſe. Well, fir,” ſaid he, 
already half pacified, I will keep my word: but 
take care alſo not to fail of yours, with _— 
<« the three articles yet undetermined.” I anſwered, 
that if it had not been for his fury, which made 
him throw the treaty into the fire, he might have 
ſcen that the king conſented to grant him them all. 
We were upon theſe terms when madam de Si- 
miers was introduced. Don't be angry with me, 
ce madam,” ſaid he, as he went to receive her: * all 
„ is over, we are. good friends again; but by hea- 
„ ven, the: traitor that made all this miſchief ſhall 
die before I eat or drink.“ He kept his word;'fot _ 
cauſing Dupre to be brought before him, after he 
had confeſſed the whole affair, he ordered him; with- 
out the formality of a trial, to be hung up at a 
window. | ® ; | = ; 
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VII As intreated me afterwards to ſhew him the 


majelty's ſecrets, ought. only to be communicated to 
his open and declared ſervants. To make Villars of 
this number, nothing more was neceſſary but to 
draw up the treaty again, which we figned, and 
each of us kept a duplicate of it. It was agreed be- 
tween us, that the affair ſhould remain a fecret for 
ſome time, on account of the league and the Spa- 
niards, againſt , whom this governor took new mea- 

| 8 2 a ſures, 
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ſures, by reinforeing the troops be had in Rouen. 


| Aﬀeer this, I no longer m wn iy difficulty in ſhew<- 
ing him all my letters, : 


thofe which I had 
written'to and received röm. the king before, as that 


in which I informed him of the ratification of the 
treaty, and his majeſtys anſwer to it. The courier 
who carried theſe-] 


aſt diſpatches Was not more than 
four hours on his Jourtiey. Reer | 
Tarts letters gave rea (ariefacton to Villar, 
Particulariy the laſt, Wen by the king's own hand. 
His majeſty in that thanked me more like a friend 
than a' foverei u, for the ſeryice Tie juſt done him, 
and concluded. with theſe words, -ome to me at 
<< Senlis;' on the 20th of March, or at Saint Denis 
* on the 21ſt, that you may help to ery Long live 
«the king in Patris, and afterwards we will dv the 
fame at Rouen:“ For 1 wrote to him that his pre- 
ſence there was neceflary. © Shew this letter,“ ad- 
ded he, to the new Nenn; you have acquired me, 


that he may fee I do not for orge him, and be con- 


„ vinced that I love him, know how to prize 


e and reward fuch brave men as he is.“ By hea- 


[165 ven,” faid Viltars at this place, “ this prince is 
too gracious and obliging to remember me, and 
© ſpeak of me in ſuch adyantageous terms.“ From 
that moment, Villars continued firm in his obedi- 
ence and affection to the king; nor had his maje 

amongſt his moſt ancient fervants one more abſo- 
lutely devoted to his intereſts than him. He deſired 
me do be ſatisfied with his word for the faithful ex- 
ecution of all the articles comprehended in the trea- 
ty, and. I epd it as the den ſeeuffex he could give 


me. f 


Tun remainder of the f me that T bald in Rouen 
was employed in regulating ſome affairs of the fame 
nature. I ufually ent the day with the admira}, 
and at night retifed to my apartment, to give au- 
dience to all the officers as well of the city and par- 
lament, as of the army, that were ſcattered throug- 


Quit 
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out that province, and who came to me privately to 
concert meaſures for ſeparating the people from the 
intereſts of the league. Medavy was of this number, 
and I concluded the treaty with him. Verneuil not 
being a city of ſuch importance as to make it neceſ- 
ſary 1 the ſame precautions with it as with 

Rouen, the king ordered Medavy to publiſb his. 

treaty, for an example to the other governors. 

As I Was ſollicitous not to neglect meeting his 

majeſty at the place he had appointed me, I made 

halle to leave Rouen. After receiving from the go- 

vernor every inſtance of gratitude and reſpect, I took * - 

a leave equally affectionate of the abbot de Tiron, 

and madam} de Simiers, promiſed them to return 

ſoon, and aſſured madam de Simiers, I would: bring . 

her brother, the marquis de Vitry, along with me, 

with a body af troops ſufficient to put Villars into a 

condition to explain himſelf without danger. The 

obligations FE, owed to them were great enough to 

demand this ſervice of me, although his majeſty/s in- 

tereſt had not been an additional motive to it. 

I x was upon ſome correſpondencies the king cars. 
ried on in Paris that he founded his hopes of being 

ſoon admitted there, and he was on his way thither 

from Ste Denis when I joined him. His party ix 

that gity was ſo firmly united, and ſo many perſons | 

of equal courage and fidelity had joined, that it was 5M 

almoſt impoſſible but that it ſhould ſucceed. Ever 

ſince the battle of Arques, when the count Belin was 

taken, priſoner by the king's forces, and had an op- 

portunity of diſcovering the great qualities of that 

prince contraſted with the weakneſs of his enemies; 

the duke of Maienne perceived the inclinations of 

this governor to lean ſecretly towards the kings Full 

of this ſuſpicion, he did not heſitate a moment about 

depriving him of the government of ſo canliderable 

I The parliament upon this occafion made a dectee, highly honour- 

able for the count of Bela 8 a | 
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A city as Paris, and ſought for a man whoſe fidelity 


to himſelf and the league could be depended upon, 
to entruſt the care of this great eity to, at a time 
when the neceſſity of his affairs | 

pair to the frontier of Picardy; / accordingly he fixed 


obliged him to re- 


upon Briſſac , and beſtowed this government upon 


| Br188ac, at firſt, anſwered his purpoſe perfect 
well. The ſtudy of the Roman biltory had i 2 
this officer (who valued himſelf greatly upon his 


nſpired 
penetration and judgment) with a very ſingular pro- 


ject, which was, to form France into a republic up- 


on the model of ancient Rome, and make Paris the 
capital of this new ſtate. Had Briſſac deſcended 
ever ſo little from theſe lofty ideas to an attention to 


particular circumſtances, which in the greateſt de- 


ſigns it is neceſſary to have ſome regard to, he would 
have perceived that a ſcheme, however happily ima- 


gined, may, by the nature of the obſtacles which 


oppoſe it, by the difference of the genius, and cha- 
Tacter of the people, by the force of thoſe laws they 
have adopted, and by long cuſtom, which, as it were, 


- ſtamps a ſeal upon them, become alike chimerical 


and imprafticable. Time only and long experience 


can bring remedies to the defects in the cuſtoms of a 


Nate whoſe form- is already determined; and this 
ought always to be attempted with a view to the 
plan of its original conſtitution : this is ſo certain, 
that whenever we ſee a ſtate conducted by meaſures 


. Contrary to thoſe made uſe of in its ſoundation, we 


to partake than ſuffer his baniſkhment from the city. Memoirs for the 
hiſtory of France, vol. II. Memoirs of the league, vol. VI. 
_ Charles de Loft, count of Briſſac, marechal of France. 

1 The ſenſe in whieb the duke of Sully underſtands this maxim, 
and the true one in which it ought to be taken, is, that the ancient 
form and fundamental principles ne are to be changed as lit- 
tle as poſſible; he does not mean, that we are to admit the abuſes 
which ignorance or neceſſity have introduced in the different inſtitu- 


tions relating to the finances, politics, &c. ' He will treat this ſubject 


may 
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may be aſſured a great revolution is at hand nor do 


the application of the beſt remedies operate upon diſ- 
eaſes that reſiſt their force. ANC SF ne 

-  BRris8AC did not go, ſo far; he (could not for, 
long time comprehend. from whenee the general op- 


33 


poſition his deſigns met with proceeded, for he had. 


explained himſelf freely to the nobles and all the 
chief partiſans of the league: at laſt he began to he 


apprehenſive for his own ſafty, leſt while, without 
any aſſiſtance, he was labouring to bring his project 


to perfection, the king ſhould deſtroy it entirely, by 
ſeizing his capital. Poſſeſſed with this fear, the 


Roman ideas quickly gave place to the French ſpirit 
of thoſe times, which was to be ſolicitous only for 
his own advantage. When ſelf-intereſted motive 
are ſtrengthened by the apprehenſion of any danger, 


there are few perſons who will not be induced bß 4 


them to betray even their beſt-friend, Thus Briflact 
ated: he entered into the count of Belin's reſolu- 


tions, but from a motive far leſs noble and —— 


and thought of nothing but making the king pur- 
chaſe, at the higheſt — the treachery he medi» 


tated againſt the duke of Maienne, in his abſence. _ 
St. Luc t, his brother-in-law, undertook to negoti- 


ate with the king in his name, and having procured 
very advantageous conditions, Briflac agreed to ad- 
mit Henry with his army into Paris, in ſpite of the 
Spaniards. The troops of the league were abſolute- 
ly at his diſpoſal, and they had no reaſon to appre- 
hend any oppoſition from the people. 
D'O S loſt no time in making application for the 
government of Paris, and the iſle of France, and 
4 The duke of MaSenne;. 2» de Thou obſerves, was jaformad#'6f 
Briſſac's treachery by the ducheſs of Guiſe his mother, but he would 
not believe her. See the reduction of the city of Paris, Matt, vol. TI, 
b. i. p. 174- "Chron. Novenn, b. vi. p. 334. and other hiſtorians,” ” 
I Francis d'Epinay, lord of St. Luc, maſter-general of the ordnance. 
Our Memoirs make no mention of monſieur d'O's being depriv- 

ed by the league of this government, which Henry III. had beſtowed 
upon him, Peref, 2d part, ; a As LL þ KY - 
N obtained 
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things he moſt feared ſhould happen: he would have 
had it believed, that the true motive of this fear was, 
leſt the finances ſhould become a prey to the men of 
the ſword and gown, by whom, he faid, the king, 
as ſoon as he was poſſeſſed of Paris, would be op- 


preſſed from the payment of penſions, appointments, 


and rewards: But this diſcourſe deceived none but 
thoſe who were ignorant of the advantage he found in 


keeping the affairs of the finances in their preſent 


ſtate of confuſion, and with what ſucceſs he had 
hitherto laboured for that purpoſe. ee. 
Tux king, upon this occaſion, put alſthe friends 


of the count of Belin in motion, on whom he had 


no leſs dependence than upon Briſſac; and at nine 


o'c ock in the morninꝑ preſented himſelf +, at the 
head of eight thouſand men, before Porte Neuve, _ 


where the mayor of Paris, and the other magiſtrates, 
received him in form. He went immediately, and 


took poſſeſſion of the Louvre, the Palace, the Great 


and Little Chatelet, and found no oppoſition any 
where; he proceeded even to the church of Notre 


Dame, which he entered to return thanks to God 


for his ſucceſs. His ſoldiers, on their ſide, fulfilled 


+ March 2T, 


1 This Mayor of Paris was John I'Huillier, who when Briſſac ſaid | 


to him, We muſt render to Ceſar the things that are Cæſar's, he 
replied, © We muſt render them, indeed, but not ſell them to him.“ 
F. I Etoile's Journal aſcribes this repartee to Henry IV. L'Huillier 
was rewarded with the poſt of preſident of the chamber of accounts, 
and counſellor of ſtate ; and Martin Langlois, an alderman, was made 
mayor of Paris in his room. Le Grain; b. vi. It is obſerved, in the 
volume of MSS. marked 9033. in the king's library, that Henry IV. 
entering Paris by the new gate, which bas fince been called the gate 
of the conference, he went out again, and returned ſeveral times, fear- 
ing, notwithſtanding the repeated aſſurances of the mayor and alder- 
men, that by permitting his troops to enter Paris, their defrga was to 

cut them in pieces, and ſeize his troops. * 182 6 241 g | $ 
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obtained his requeſt; but now 'a conflict between 
his intereſt and ambition ſo perplexed this ſuperin- 
tendant, that, notwithſtanding his new dignity, the 
reduction of Paris was hmongſt the number of thoſe | 
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with ſuch exactneſs the orders and intentions f ' 
their maſter, that no one throughout this greateity 7 
complained, of having received any outrage from — 
them. They took poſſeſſion of all the ſquares and 
croſs- ways in the ſtreets, where they drew up in or- 
der of battle. All was quiet; and from that day 
the ſhops were opened with all the ſecurity which a - 
long and continued peace would have given. 

Tus Spaniards had now only the Baſtille, the 
Temple, and the quarters of St. Anthony and St. 
Martin in their poſſeſſion; and there they fortified 
themſelves, being about four thouſand in number, 
with the duke J Feria and don Diego d' Evora at 
their head; all greatly aſtoniſhed at ſuch unexpected 
news 1, and firmly reſolyed to defend themſelves to 
the laſt extremity, if any attempts were made to 
force them from thoſe adyvantageous poſts. The 
king relieved; them from their perplexity, by ſeriding - 
to tell them, that they might leave Paris, and retreat 
in full ſecurity.” He treated the cardinals of Placen- 
tia and. Pellevẽ with the ſame gentleneſs, notwith- 
ſtanding the reſentment he ſtill retained for their con- 
duct with regard to him. Soiſſons was the place 
whither theſe enemies of the king 9 retired, protected 


+ The king, perceiving a ſoldier to take a loaf from 4 baker b 
force, ran to him and would have killed him. L'Etoile's Journal; 
Perefixe ſays, that la Nouẽ being arreſted for debts which his father 
contracted in this prince's ſervice, complained to him of that inſo- 
lence. The king, in public, ſaid to him, La Nout, you muſt pay 
your debts, I pay mine; but afterwards, taking him aſide, he gave 
him his jewels to pawn to the creditors, inſtead of the baggage they 
had ſeized of his. Peref. part ad. ra te+ by | 2 $4.2 
1 L'Etolle obſerves, that this news being brought to the Spaniards 
while Langlois was amuſing them with relating circumſtances out of 
the Roman hiſtory, the duke of Feria; cried out two or three times, 


- 


« He is a great king.” , L'Ecoile's Journal. 
» Y The king had a mind to ſee them march out, and lodlkked at 
them from a window over St. Denis's gate. They , all ſaluted him 
with their hats off, bowing profoundly low. The king, with great 
politeneſs, returned the ſalute to the principal officers, adding theſe 
words, Remember me to your maſter; go, I permit yeu, but re- 


** turn no more,” Peref, 2d part. This anecdote agrees: with . 
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by a ſtrong (eſcort. His majeſty chen publiſhed a 
general nas. 4 for all the? rench who had borne 


arms againſt him. When this ſacriſice is not extort- 


ed by neceſſity, but, on the contrary, made at a 
time when vengeance has full liberty to ſatiate 

itſelf, it is not one of theJeaſtymarks of a truly royal 
diſpoſition. Madam de f Montpenſier being intro- 
duced to the king, he received her as politely, and 
donverſed as familiarly with her, as if he had ſome 


very important reafon for ſparing her che confuſion 


Which any other perſon in his fituation would have 
been fond of throwing her into 9. 


Tur king had not yet found: an ohportunity to 
converſe with me upon the negotiations of Rouen; 
therefore that evening, when the eroud of courtiers 
had quitted his apartment, he took me aſide to a 
window in the Louvre, and made me give him a 
circumſtantial — of all that had paſſed, even 
to the minuteſt incidents; to which he Jiſtened with 
the utmoſt attention. He accuſed himſelf of being 
the cauſe of du Rollet's unſeaſonable attempt, by 


: the Mamas for. the hiſtory of 3 bu 1 is contradifted by the 
Journal written by the ſame author. 

+-All the Memoirs of thoſe times are filled with inſtances of 
Henry's clemency, and his ſprightly and agreeable repartees. See the 
Memoirs above cited. A Jeagier coming to him one day when he 
was playing at primero, . You;are welcome,“ ſaid the King to him, 
© for we win, you will be ours.“ Le Grain, book x. 

T. Catherina-Maria of Lorrain, widow of Lewis of Bourbon, duke 
of Montpenfier. ' 


§ Perefixe obſerves, that he played at cards with her that very er- | 


ing. L'Etoile adds, that he returned both hers and madam de Ne- 
mours' viſit; and relates a very extraordinary converſation that paſſed 
between this prince and her; at the end of Which, madam de Mont- 
penſier, whoſe hatred for Henry was publicly known, taking notice 
of his entering Paris, the wiſhed that it had been her brother the duke 
of Matenne who had let down the bridge for his majeſty. © Ad- 


© zookers,” replied the king, © height poffibly have made me wait 


* a long time, and I ſhould not have entered ſo early.  . This lady, 
purſued he, hearing the populace cry, Long live the king, ſaid, laugh- 
ing, that Briſſac had done more than his wife, who in fifteen years 
had made but one cuckow fing; whereas he, in eight days, had made 
more than twenty thouſand parrots ſingin Paris, L Etoile, ann. 1594. 
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not aequainting me with the propoſals he had made. 
him, which would have put, me upon my guard, 
againſt all that could have happened from that quarter. 
Tas king had not yet mentioned to the duke of: 
Montpenſier, or the baron de Biron, the conditions 
which, at their expence, he had granted to admiral 
Villars; and this was now all that perplexed him; 
for he conducted bimſelf by quite different maxims. 
from thoſe princes, who, in duch caſes, inſtead of 
ſubmitting to make uſe of prudent meaſures to 
acify the murmurings they may expect, begin by 
N all complaint, and exact an unwilling obedi- 
ence by the force. of authority only. He ordered me 
to make him, in the preſence of theſe two noblemen, 
the ſame relation I had juſt, now done, as if it were 
for the firſt time; and to give them to underſtand, 
that the concluſion of the treaty with Villars de- 
pended upon their ſacrificing to him their rights. 
This I performed exactly as we had concerted; after 
which the king, turning towards them, ſaid, with 
ſome emotion, that he would rather loſe Villars on : 
Rouen both, than gain them by doing any injuſtice; 
to two 3 * | pant: Tm 
penſier and Biron were ſo affected with this manner | 
of treating them, that they declared they would 
willingly reſign their pretenſions. Henry thanked 
them, and, as an equivalent gave the firſt the go- 
vernments of Perche and Maine, to be joined to that k 
of Normandy, as ſoon, as it ſhould be entirely re- i 
duced; but then-'Villars' generoſity changed this 
|; diſpoſition: and to Biron a: marechaPs baton, with 


four hundred and twenty thoufand livres in money, 4 


r ao. * 
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| to indemnify bim from his loſs... at. 
; Tux reduction of Paris engaged the king in new 
I affairs, which-obhged him to delay {till longer his 
| journey to Rouen. He was employed in receiving 


The parliament of Paris was recalled” from Tour, whete it had 
been removed by letters patent from the king, dated the 28th of 
March, 1 594. a | 8 
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7, ahd other corporations of the city of Paris; 


ee exrly Fulithifibn! Ke 'bbght he coll hdg bet. 
0 reward, than by applying his cares to the reſtor- 


ing to chem that harmony and regularity which the 
oivil wars had interrupted. He had likewiſe anſwers 


to give to the ſeveral governors of towns and for- 


treſſes, particularly of the Ile of France, who, after 
the example of the capital, Kune to make their fub- 
miſkons to him. ' 

© ViLueRoY was not e the firſt: it was' 
neceſſity alone, that either fixed his irreſolution, or 


forced his inclinations. Some places t of little im- 


rtance ſtill held out för him and his ſon, with 


Which, by means of Du-Pleſſis his friend, and 


Saney +, whoſe daughter was juſt married to vie fon, 
he made very advantageous conditions for himſelf : 
after obtaining, by fepeated importunities, two 
truces, the one of two months ſpace, the other for 
three months; which he procured to be ratified b 
the duke of Maienne;” after having a long time af 


fected a neutrality, and ſet a thouſand ſ rings in mo- 


tion to protract, till the laſt extremity, his paration 


from his old friends, Ye at t laſt concluded a 1 165 * 


14 * 13 8 ; 
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＋ Jaqueline de Harlay UA | 
This circumſtance in our Memoirs is poſitively contradicted * 


de Thou, who ſays, book cviii. that Villeroy s treaty with the king 


was concluded long before, but that his majeſty would not ſuffer it o 


be made public, becauſe he was defirous that Yillerhy: ſhould make 


ufe of his influence over the duke of Maienne, to prevail upon him to 
join his party. Matthieu; in the places already quoted, is of the fame. 


opinion ; and Cayet, who likewiſe ſupports it cllewhere, does not con- 


tradict it by Villeroy's nr the duke of Matenge, dated the 2d of 
anuary in the ſame year; ge. in relating the purport of this 
etter,, he caſts a kind of reproach upon this miniſter. In this letter, 


which was intercepted by the royaliſts, Villeroy, whoſe deſign was tio 


inform the duke of Maienne beſorehand of his treaty with Henry, 
which was going to be publiſhed, and to endeayour once more to pre- 


vail upon him to follow his example, adviſes Maienne to conhder - 


in earneſt of a peace for the V in general, and himſelf in particu- 
lar, „ Becauſe,” ſays he, © their cauſe is deſperate; and adds, 


« We haye loſt all; tee, in ee ſees * hand b. vi. : 
s | A 1 With : 


N. 293» 


_— 


* 


* 


* 's | | bs ; 
: | Eray94g0dk OF g$1 IVEY Oo. 
ja” almoſt afterall the reſt, and obtained the paſt of ſecre- 
is tary to the king, in recompence for that he had. 
given up- 1e 1 non Fd 4 | 
Tux day after. the king's, entry into Paris,; ge 
thought proper to make me ſet out for Rouen, ſince 
he could not go thither himſelf. I arriyed at that 
b city on the 25th of March, bringing with, me Vitry, 
1 | , | 5 
b at the head of three hundred men. La. Font receiv 
ed me at the gate of the city, and conducted me, 
prepared for 


- T . I - L "IJ ä a N 3 


Me * ? 
14 


; with all my train, to the houſe; that was, | 
my reception, which belonged to the fieur de Mar- 
tinbault, the fineſt in the whole town, and, by Vil- 
lar's orders, furniſhed magnificently for me. Simon 
Antoine and la Chapelle did not approve of ſuch a 
remarkable diſtinction. They were yet ignorant of 
1 the treaty, but had taken ſo much umbrage at my 
firſt journey, that they made uſe of all thei credit 
with the governor to pravail upon him to forbid my 
ehtrance interthe eit ry. n e heel tl 
La Foxr, who acquainted me with all their in- 


Cl * 


he 


© 


With the key that de Thou and other hiftorians have given us to 
Villeroy's ſecret tranſactions with the chiefs'of the league, and to the 
part he played by the king's order, the meaning of thoſe words which: 
they would impute to him as a crime, is eaſily comprehended; and it 
* is even plain, that in ſpeaking to the duke of Matenne he could not haye  / 
4 expreſs'd himſelf otherwiſe. Indeed, if on this occaſion Villeroy could! * 

| be charged with any fault, it was, in not diſcavering a little more gene- 
roſity when he had ſo good an opportunity for it; for beſides tho re- 

| wards mentioned in our Memoirs, he procured the government. of 

Lyons for Charles de Neufville, marquis of Alincourt, his ſon, But 
N what French nobleman in thoſe times, or even hat man, however 
5 little diſtreſſed in his circumſtances, could boaſt of being exempted 
from this reproach ? Father I Etoile does not conceal the covetous and 
ſelfiſh liſpoktion'of Villeroy. © © Henry IV.“ ſays he in his Jour- 
nal, “ going one day, with twelve ar fifteen) of his courtiers, to par- 
< take of a ſlight collation, with Villeroy, ſaid ta them, when they 

« were ſeated at table, My friends, we are at an ordinary, let us fare 
« well ſor our money, for we have an hoſt that wift make us pay 
<« dear for our entertainment.“ I do not think it will be ſlary 
for the ſuture to obvĩate all thoſe invectives which the duke of Sully, 
in the ſequel of theſe Memoirs, throws upon a man Wh has been 
highly ſerviceable to this kingdorh, till his death in the year 1617, 

baving poſſeſſed the poſts of minifter and ſecretary; of ſtate under for. 
wucceſſive; kingy, Charles IX, Heary Ul. Heory IV, and Lewis XJIL 
5 trigues, 
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zues, apprized me alſo; that they were that very 
night appointed to ſup wWitir the govyernor; as were 
likewiſe the abbe Tiron, the preſident Boquemare, 
Medavy,' and d' Hacqueville, two counſellors of the 
parliament, and ſome others. I was reſolved to 
take this opportunity to declare myſelf; and la 
Font having aſſured me, that the admiral would not 
be diſpleaſed with any thing 1 did, I was willing to 
enjoy the confuſion of the two deputies from Spain 
and the league, by telling them what had juſt hap- 


pened at Paris. ii . 
 _ _ I'wenr immediately to St. Ouen, where Villars 
was with all his gueſts ; he was talking to the de- 
puties at one end of the gallery when J entered; 1 
did not ſeruple to interrupt their converfation, by 
running to embrace him, and told him I was come 
to invite myſelf to ſup with him, having ſome news 
- to acquaint him with. Villars, after returning my 
embrace, pointing to the two deputies, as if he knew 
my intended ſcheme and acted in concert with me, 
* coolly, that having ſo many people to ſup 
with him that night, he was afraid J would not find 
the my well — I rephied, that I could ac- 
commodate myſelf to any ſet of company, and I was 
perſuaded (the animoſity of party aſide) thoſe two 
gentlemen would receive the news I had to tell 
them with pleaſure. The governor glancing a look 
at Simon Antoine, that deputy replied with an eaſy 
air, that he would be very glad to know how the - 
king had treated the Spaniards and the-two cardinals: 
adding encomiums on this prince, and compliments 
to me, with great art and politeneſs. « By what 
J obſerve, you will oblige me to treat you all, 
faid Villars; adding ab pits for the meanneſs of 
his-entertainment. 5 Aha 
Tux reſt of the company approaching, the preſi- 
dent Boquemare prefled me to declare my news; 
but I would ſay nothing till we were ſeated. «© 1 
sam,“ ſaid the admiral (placing himſelf firſt at oy 
9 5 | midd 
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( en,, an 
middle of the table) a very bad maſter of the c- 
„ remonies I was reſolved not to uſe any with | 
don Simon, who I knew did not want ambition, 
which was likewiſe ſupported by his rank; leſt 
therefore he ſhould accept, on a bare compliment, of 
the chief place, which, on an occaſion, when I re- 
preſented the king's perſon, might have had ſome 
conſequence, I ſeated myſelf, without any ceremony, 
at the head of the table, telling the Spaniſh deputy, 
that if our own perſons. only were concerned, _ 
would willingly pay him what I thought due to a 
ſtranger of his merit: to which he anfwered witgz 
great politeneſs. La Chapelle obſerying to him, 
that the place I had at table was a type of that the 
king fled now at Paris, and that things only 
followed their natural courſe, I perceive it,” ſaid 
the Spaniard, 4e and J am afraid this precedence is | 
„ but a bad augury for us; however, it ſhall not 
* hinder us from being merry, and drinking to the | 
„ health of our maſters, who are not enemies, ſince 
„ there is no war declared between them.“ This 
anſwer was equally wiſe. and politic; and during the 
; whole repaſt, the Spaniard ſupported his part of the 
converſation with great ſpirit and underſtanding, 
ſeemed charmed with the king's fine qualities, and 
praiſed him particularly for the clemency with which 
he acted towards his enemies, whether foreigners or 
French. I took notice that Tiron, and à prieſt 
named Dadrẽ 4, were ſilent while this ſubject was 
feed | r 
Tux whole company either were, or ſeemed to be, 
highly pleaſed with the entertainment of the even- 
ing. When we broke up, Villars, as he attended 
me out, intreated me not to viſit him next day, Which 
he would employ in getting rid, ſome way or other, 
of his deputies. He knew not yet how theie two 
men intended to take their leaye of him, but told 
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nie; that if I wanted to be informed of it, I need 
only ſpend the afternoon with madam de Simiers: 
there I learned, that Villars had been cloſeted three 
whole hours with the two agents; that they had 


made uſe of reproaches, and very harſh language to 
him. But this governor was not a man eafily to be 


intimidated or induced to alter his reſolution; he 
told them plainly, that he had concluded a treaty 
with the king, therefore it was neceſſary they ſhould 
retire without delay, either to Soiſſons, or to the 
duke of Maienne, whither he would grant them a 
ſafe- conduct, the only favour he had now in his 


power to beſtow. There was a neceflity for coming 


to this extremity with them: and Villars took care 
to guard againſt the effect of their reſentment, by 


| giving orders for the newly-arrived troops to enter 


Rouen; with which ke took fliot of the pa- 
lace, the fort, and the caſtle. This done, he ſent la 


Font to me, to tell me, that the next day, at my firſt 


requeſt, he would declare himſelf ſor the king, in 
the preſence of all the inhabitants of the city, whom 
He cauſed to be aſſembled: for that purpoſe, with all 
the form and ceremony that might make this action 
more ſolemn. EL eee 03> einne 
I never experienced a more perfect ſatisfaction 
than what aroſe from the reflection of having done 


the king and kingdom ſo conſiderable a ſervice; nor 


enjoyed a more tranquil ſleep than that which the 


' ſucceeding night afforded me. The next mornin 


early J haſtened to Villars, at St. Ouen, whom 

found walking in the great ſqugre, -whither he had 
come an hour before, and Wach, as well as all the 
principal ſtreets, was filled with ſuch a prodigious - 


concoutſe of people, drawn thither by th- report of 


the deputies departure, and the new ceremony, that 
Perdriel, d'Iſenesurt, la Font, and the ſoldiers, whom 


the governor had ſent to attend me, could with dif- 


ficulty open me a paſſage: the joy was general, and 


diſfuled irſelf on every face. 
Wr: | Ci 
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V 
I xxx up to the admiral, with whom I found 
the baron de Medavy and the preſident Boquemare: 
after the accuſtomed falutations were over, I told 
him, that the king being now a good catholic, it was 

time he ſhould give him ſome teſtimony of his duty 

and zeal, . Villars replied, that in his heart he was 
already faithfully devoted to his  majeſty's ſervice z 
and that if, to make an open profeſſion of it, nodes 
more was neceſſary than to put on the white ſcarf, 
he was ready to receive it at my hand. I took one 
out of my pocket; and Villars had no ſoonet᷑ put it 
on, than, without farther thought, Come on,” 
cried he, with a tranſport which marked his charac- 
ter, the league is, to cry Long live the king. The 
profound ſilence that had been held during our con- 
ference, was now interrupted at this word by an uni- 
verſal acclamation of, Long live the king: at the ſame 
inſtant, the ringing of the great bell, with all the 
others in the city; the diſcharge of all the artillery 
from the fort and other places; added to this gene- 
ral ſhout a noiſe capable of inſpiring terror, if the joy 
which dilated every heart had permitted them to per- 
ceive, that there was not a houſe in the city that was 
not ſhook by it. The ſound of theſe bells, ſaid 
I to the governor, * ſuggeſts to us to go and give 
thanks to God in the church of Notre Dame.” 
Accordingly, Te Deum was ſung there with great 
ſolemnity, and followed by the celebration of the 
maſs, at the beginning of which I retired. As ſoon 
as it was 4, fe. took me up in his coach, and 
carried me to a magnificent entertainment, to which 
the ſovereign courts, all the officers of the army and 
magiſtrates of the city were invited. Orders were 
ſent to Verneuil, Pontaudemer, Havre, where the 
chevalier d'Oiſe * commanded, and to all thoſe 
places that acknowledged. the admiral's authority, to 
follow the example of the capital. e 


* 


*. George de Brancas Villars, chevalier d'Oife, the admiral's bro- 
er, f | ; 278 
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Ix was my firſt care, as ſoon as I was at leiſure, 
to inform the king of what had juſt happened, and 
to intreat him to ſend to ſome of his counſellors to 
re-eſtabliſh the parliament. The next day the citi- 
zens came in a body to thank me for my ſervices, and 
to bring me their preſent, which conſiſted of a fide- 
board of plate, leand finely wrought, of upwards 
of three thouſand crowns'value; which I was obliged 
to accept, notwithſtanding all my/endeavours to the 
contrary. It was not long before my courier return- 
ed with diſpatches from his majeſty : he brought a 
letter for admiral] Villars, in which the king ſtiled 
him his couſin, admiral, governor in chief of Rouen, 
Havre, &c. and invited him to come to court in 
terms which promiſed him a moſt gracious reception: 
that which was for-me contained an order to return 
as ſoon as poſſible. | IS 2 
TRE admiral, who would not appear there till he 
had an equipage ſuitable to his rank and dignities, 
took time to prepare himſelf; as for me, I ſet out 
before, and lay the firſt night at Louviers, where 1 
had the following adventure with Bois-roſe, whom I 
did not know. P Wat. 1 
Tris gentleman having learned by public report 
that the king had given Villar the fort of Feſcamp, * 
and heard no mention made of any recompence that 
was to be beſtowed upon him, e to complain 
of this hardſhip to the king; and having occaſion for 
the protection and countenance of ſome governor 
who was known to his majeſty, came to Louviers a a 
few moments after my arrival, to get a letter of re- 
commendation from du Rollet, He alighted at the 
ſame inn which I had choſen, and was told that a 
gentleman was juſt come, who by his train, and the 
vifcourſe of his domeſtics, appeared to be in great 
Favour at ccurt: my name they did not mention. 
Bois-roſc, believing me to be ſtill at Rouen, could not 
know it but by inſpiration, and did not heſitate a a 
moment in preferring the proteCtion of this my 3 du 
5 ollet's 
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Rollet's. He entered my chamber, and aſter mak- 
ing himſelf known, told me, that he had great rea- 
fon to complain of a nobleman of the court, called _ 
the baron & Roſny, who, abuſing his maſter's fa- 
vour, had facrificed- him, as well as the duke de 
Montpenſier, and marſhal Biron, to admiral Villars 
his old friend. He ' afterwards, explained his de- 
mands, but with ſo much emotion, fo many oaths. 
and menaces againſt this baron de Roſny, that L was 
never ſo well diverted in my life, as at the figure I 
made on this occaſion. r IE He 

Wu he had vented all his rage, I told him that 
Ewas well enough acquainted with the affair he men- 
tioned to me, to aſſure him, that the baron de Roſny 
durſt not have done any thing in it but by the 
king's expreſs command; and that his majeſty would 
not fail to repair his loſs of Feſcamp, by a recom- 
pence wherewith he would have reaſon to be con- 
tented. I did not think it neceſſary to carry my ci- 
vility ſo far, as to promiſe him to ſerve his reſent- 
ment againſt that baron of whom he complained ſo- 
bitterly : on the contrary, I told him that if he knew 
the baron de Roſny, he would confeſs that a man 
who, for the good of the ſtate, voluntarily reſigned 
his. abbey. of Saint-Taurin, could only be influenced: / 
by neceſſity to do what he attributed to injuſtice. I 
took leave of him, ſaying, that I ſhould be glad to- 
ſee him when I arrived at court, where I promiſed 
to ſpeak to the king concerning him, and to obtain 
the equivalent he demanded for the loſs of Feſcamp.' 
Bois-roſe went away as much pleaſed with me as diſ- 
ſatisfied with the baron de Roſny; but having en- 
quired my name of one of my pages, whom he met 
at the bottom of the ſtair-caſe, he was thunder-ſtruck 
to hear the name of a man whom he had talked of 
in ſuch harſni terms to himſelf ; ſo. that being appre- 
henſive of the reſentment he ſuppoſed I entertained: . 


againſt him, he mounted his horſe again inſtantly, : ' N 


went to another inn, and ſet out with all poſſible ex- 
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54 M EMO IRS Book VI. 
pedition for Paris, that he might get thither before 
me, and ſebure himſelf en tbe bad offices he ex- 
pected from me, by ſome powerful protecto. 
Tux adventure did not end here. While Bois- 
roſe took precautions againſt me as an irreconcileable * 
enemy, I with more tranquility purſued my route by 
Mante, from whence I brought my wife to Paris. 
The firſt thing I did after my arrival, was to wait 
on the king, and give him an account of my journey, 
He, according to his uſual cuſtom, obliged me to in- 
form him of the minuteſt particulars. After having 
. exhauſted every thing that was ſerious, I was wil- - 
ling to divert him with the ſcene at Louviers ; for 
Bois-rofe had taken no notice of that, and had on! 
conjuted his majeſty not to be prejudiced by what I 
might ſay againſt him, on account of an antient 
quarrel between us. The king laughed heartily at 
the adventure of Bois-roſe, I ſent for him, and he 
finding I was the perſon to whom he was referred, 
believed his affairs deſperate : I enjoyed his uneaſi- 
neſs and perplexity for. ſome time, and afterwardg 
drew him out of it in a manner that ſurprized A ; 
greatly. I ſolicited warmly in his favour, and ob- 
rained for him a penſion of twelve thouſand livres a 
year, a company with an appointment, and two 
thouſand crowns in hand. He had not hoped for fo 
much ;. but, his bluſtering apart, I looked upon him 
as an officer of great courage and reſolution ; and 
afterwards bound him more cloſely to me, and 
thought him worthy of the poſt of lieutenant- gene- 
ral of the-ordnance, in Normandy, when the king 
had made me grand maſter of it. „ | 
T conCEALED nothing from the king of all that 
had happened to me at Rouen, except the preſent of 
the ſide- board of gilt plate. He was aſtoniſhed one 
morning to ſee it brought into his chamber. I told 
him, that, having in vain endeavoured to hinder the 
city of Rouen from making me this preſent, I came 
to bring it to his majeſty, as a thing which belonged 
| £ | to 
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cd him, fince I had bound myſelf by a ſolemn vow, 


never on ſuch occaſions to accept of any gift from 


His ſubjects, while I continued in his ſervice. = 
"JN AND here it ſeems not igiproper to declare my rea- 
ſons for this conduct, which I am perſuaded wilt not 


be thought a well-concerted ftratagem to gain greater 


riches; for although the rewards I received from-the 
King were very conſiderable, and even ſurpaſſed my 
expectations, it will be readily allowed that a man, 

hs for ſo long a time had almoſt the fole manage- 
ment of the finances and the army; was able to en- 
rich himſelf by a much ſhorter method. It is not 
neceſſary that I ſhould name it; the paſt age has af- 


forded but too many examples of it; and, notwith- | 
ſtanding all my endeavours to introduce a contrary 


cuſtom, the future I doubt will ſupply many more. 
IN TERESH therefore being out of the queſtion, my 


reſolution to avoid receiving any obligations will be 
placed to the ſcore of 3 Againſt this imputa- 
e 


tion I can offer only a ſimple aſſurance, but a very 
ſincere one; that I acted thus from no other motive, 
than the defire of teaching thoſe who might ſucceed 
me in the conduct of Alte, that in this reſpect 


there is no difference between them and ſuch as are 

ſet over the diſtribution of juſtice; for if x judge 1 
who appears willing to receive preſents, even with- 
out any intention of being influenced by them, is 


looked upon with abhorrence, a miniſter, and any 


man inveſted with a public employment, renders 


himſelf equally guilty, who willingly receives gifts, 
which thoſe who beſtow have always in view the 
indemnifying themſelyes ſome. time or other, either 
at the king's or the people's expence. If we can- 


. 


% 


not depend on the rectitude of intention of thoſe : 


who make us theſe preſents, (it is to my ſucceſſors * 


I addreſs myſe}f now) much leſs can we on our own. 
who reccive them; and let us accuſtom ourſelves to 
regard as two things which can never be reconciled, 
gur maſter's profit, and * own, unleſs, as I have 


4 bobſerved 


: * 
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obſerved before, it ſhould be himſelf who beſtows 


gifts on us; and his liberality will always go ſo far 


2s to leave us no cauſe: to complain of him upon this. 


account, after we have been able to convince him 
that our expectations are confined to him alone. 
But unfortunately, being accuſtomeg to calculate 

and ſee immenſe ſums paſs through our hands, we are 

led inſenſibly to conſider as a ſmall matter thoſe that 
ſuffice to raiſe a fortune for one individual. 

_ Trex king did not ſcruple to own that he was not 
uſed to this fort of reaſoning ; and that if this ſyſ- 

tem, ſimple, as it was, could be once eſtabliſhed in 
the finances, it would be a ſure method of enriching. 


| both the king and the ſtate; a method that before 


and ſince has been ardently ſought for in vain, He 
would not have accepted the ſide- board, but to ac- 
commodate himſelf to my way of thinking, by oblig- 
ing me to take it from his hand. This preſent be- 
came publicly known, becauſe he granted me a 
writing t, in which it was ſpecified, that this ſide- 
board was a preſent made by the city of Rouen to. 
his majeſty, who had beſtowed it upon me; and the 
next day this prince ſent me three thouſand crowns, 


in his own ſtrong box, to make me ſenſible that ſuch. 

an action in a miniſter fhould not go unrewarded. 

I now fulfil his views, by informing the public of 
this double donation. 75 N 


.. * Roſny's diſpofition agreed perfectly well with the king's. When 
he truſted the finances to his care, he deſired him to receive no preſent 
whatever without his knowledge; and when Roſny informed him of 
any that were offered to him, the king immediately permitted him to, 
accept of them, being ſo defirous that he ſhould find his. advantage in 
ſerving him faithfully, that he often added gifts of bis own to thoſe: 
perquiſites, to encourage him to perſevere in his integrity. But Roſ- 
ny never received them till they were duly regiſtered in the chamber 
of accounts, that every one might know the bounty of his prince to- 
wards him; by which means he would avoid the reproach of abuſing 
his favour to empty his coffers. Peref. pag. 227. This writer, as. 
well as the reſt ofcthe world were, through the duke of Sully's 
modeſty, at that time ignorant that he himſelf was the contriver of 
this judicious ſchemem WE? e 
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_ ADMIRAL Villars appeared ſoon after at court, 
with a train of more than an hundred gentlemen, ' 

ſome of whom were of the greateſt families in Franceʒ 
but people ſoon drew off their attention from the 
magnificence of his horſes, and the grandeur of his 
_ equipages, to fix it upon his generolity and madeſty, 
in which indeed true riches conſiſt, although they 
are ſeldom poſſeſſed by the fame perſon. He 
approached the king with an air perfectly noble, yet 
full of the deepeſt reſpect, and threw-himſelf at his 
feet. Admiral, ſaid the king, in pain at this 
poſture, and raiſing him haſtily, . ſuch ſubmiſſion 
- is duly only to God;” and reſolving to elevate: 
as much as the admiral. had humbled himielf, he be- 
to expatiate to the courtiers upon. the great ac- 
tions which Villars had performed, and did it with 4 
diſcernment ſo juſt as gave them new merit, The 
admiral, by proteſtations of reſpect, and devotion to 
his ſervice, endeavoured to ſtop the courſe of thoſe 
praiſes; and afterwards perceiving the duke of Mont- 
penſier, he went up to him, and, kiſſing his hand, 
acknowledged him his ſuperior, reſigning to him his 
government of Rouen with. ſo good a grace, that this. 
prince, who had at. firſt received him coldly, being 
charmed with his generoſity, embraced him n 
times; and from that moment received him into the 
number of his moſt valued friends. | 
TE months of April and May were employed in. 
the ſame. manner by the king and his council, in re- 
ceiving deputies from the different cities and go- 
vernors, who came to treat upon conditions for ſur- 
rendering. Thoſe of Lyons and Poitiers were the 
, moſt conſiderable. A ſtrange fall for the duke of 
Nemours“ This ambitious. man ſuffered the chi. 
merical project of making himſelf king of France, 
by marrying the Infanta of Spain, to employ his. 
mind; which the public hatred, and the oppoſition- 
© + Charles Emanuel of Savoy, duke of Nemours, ſon of James, 
and. Anne CER, widow of Francis of Lorrain, duke of Guiſe, + 
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ot his own brother, the duke of Maienne, obliging 
him to renounce, he foon conſoled himſelf for this 
diſappointment, by erecting, in idea, à principality 
compoſed of the provinces of Lyonnois, Beaujolois, 
Foret, Maconnois, and Dombes, which he was to 
hold of Spain. He began by endeavouring to make 
ſure of the capital of his new Kingdom, but the 
Lyonnois , more ſubtil than he, took care to ſecure 
the perſon of their pretended ſovereign, who treated 
them already like a tyrant; and conſidering him in 
that light, kept him confined, without any intention 
however of breaking with the party. The league 
was offended at the affront gere to one of their 
leaders; and Saint-Sorlin t, the duke of Nemours“ 
youngeſt brother, intereſting Spain in his cauſe, ob- 
tained from the duke of Savoy, and the duke of 
Terra Nova, governor of Milan, a powerful ſupply 
of forces, with which he fell upon the Lyonnois. 
This violence determined them to ſeparate openly 
from the league; and calling in colonel d'Ornano to. 
their aſſiſtance, they declared openly for the king, 


pulled down and dragged the arms and colours of 


Spain, Savoy, and Nemours, in the dirt, burnt with. 
inſulting raillery, in the public ſquare, the effigies of 
a woman, in the habit of a forcerefs, with this in- 
ſcription on her forehead, The league; and allowed 
only three months time to all the little towns de- 
pendent upon Lyons, to return to their duty. 

Tut duke of Nemours remained in great per- 


+ Perefixe ſuppoſes the duke of Matenne himſelf to be the author 
of the revolt of Lyans, it being bis defign to ſnatch this city out of the, 
hands of his half-brother, What the duke of Sully ſays here of the 
duke of Nemours, ought not to hinder us from doing him juſtice in o- 
ther reſpects: he is allowed by all the hiſtorians, to haye poſſeſſed very 
great and amiable qualities, both of mind and perſon, and to have been 
one of the moſt deſerving noblemen in all France. See his panegyric, 
end that of the marquis de St, Sorlin, his brother, in the third vol. 
of the Memoirs of Brantome, under the article of monſieur de Ne 
mours, p. 23. and following; and the account of the affairs of Lyons, 
in Cayet, book vi. fol. 299. and other-hiftorians. 12 55 

} Henry de Savoy Nemours, marquis of Saint-Sorlin, 


plexity 
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plexity during this tumult; and apprehending ſome- 
thing worſe than confinement from his p:ezended 
ſubjects, to effect his eſcape, put on the habit of his 
valet de chambre, whom he reſembled in his ſtature, 
and going out of his apartment with his cloſe-ſtool 
pan in his hand, paſſed through the ante- chamber 
where the guards were, without being known, be- 
ſe he turned his face aſide, as if to avoid the bad 
2 he ſtole into the ſtreet, and gain- 
ed the fields; too happy, after ſo. much imaginary: 
grandeur, to abandon, like a fugitive, a city which 
he had deſtined for the ſeat of his glory; and con- 
vinced by ſad experience of a truth to which we are 
always blind, that there is nothing ſo difficult as to 
make effects anſwer:ourdefires. 
- AmBITION made alſo another madman. Balag- 
ny ; ſeeing himſelf governor of Cambray, à place 
by its ſituation of great importance for the king, had 
the boldneſs to demand his title of governqr to be 
changed into that of ſovereign prince, and the mi. 
fortune to obtain his requeſt.. Hence he flattered 
himſelf that he ſhould fee his name increaſe the cata - 
logue of crowned heads, and forgot that he wanted 
means to maintain himſelf in that elevated rank. 
He maintained it, or thought to have done ſo, by ex- / 
hauſting his purſe to appear with magnificence at 
court, and to ſend to the ſiege of Laon two thouſand 
arquebuſiers, and three hundred horfe. But the 
glory of this new potentate was of ſhort duration; 
he, as well as Nemours, ſplit upon the common rock 
ſo fatal to ambitious men, who can never be per- 
ſuaded to believe, that the beſt concerted ſchemes are 
thoſe which afford only moderite advantages, bur 
| thoſe advantages ſubject to no changes, and ſecured 
from all dangers * . 5 * 
Fur Spaniards: ſeeing that in the center of the 
kingdom every thing ſtipped through their hands, ICe 


1 Joba de Moptluc, baſiard of Jobn de Montlue, biſhop of Valence. 
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folved'to ſtop the torrent by ſome important blow. 
and laid ſiege to La-Capelle. Fhe king did not ba- 


lance a moment upon the neceſſity of leaving all his 


domeſtic affairs, to 50 and prevent the reduction of 


ttzis place. His ſoldiers however were not in the: 


fame diſpoſition; weary of war, they ſought only to- 
loſe the remembrance: of it in retirement and eaſe: 
i much time therefore was waſted before the king 


could draw his army together, that although he 


marched before with a ſmall body of troops, yet he 
came too late; he found the ſiege fo: far advanced, 
and the count of Mansfield, who commanded it, fo. 


advantageouſly poſted, that, weak as he was, he 


could not venture to force him. But the place being 


of great ſtrength, he flattered himſelf that the gover- 
nor would hold out long enough to give time to the 
reſt of the troops to join him, and then he would be 

in a condition either eee eee ee omg 
or force the beſiegers to a battle. 

following the maxim of thoſe times, attentive only 

to his own profit in every thing, had been ſo ſparing: 
of proviſions, ammunition, and ſoldiers, to man his. 


t this governor, 


garriſon, that he was obliged to ſurrender. much, 
we than with a contrary conduct he need to have 


done, and thus ſaw himſelf ruined by his avarice. 
Tux king, by way of repriſal, inveſted * Laon.: 


he was not ignorant that tho league had put this 
place, already fo ſtrong by its ſituation and fortiſica - 
tions, into a condition-ſufficient to make whoever at- 
tacked it, repent of his attempt. Du- Bourg ꝶ was 
governor of it; one of the beſt and moſt experienc- 
ed officers the duke of Maienne had in his army: the. 
duke's ſecond fon, the count of Sommerive 1, with. 


In Pieardy. r k 
” + He chaſe rather to go out.ofithe Baſtile, of which: he was gover- 
nor, publicly with the black ſcarf, than to receive a bribe to put it 
into the king's hands. F. de Etoile. Cayet, vol. II. p. 697. He 
was called Antony du Maine, ſurnamed du Bourg, or l' Eſpinaſſe. 

} Charles Emmanuel of Lorain, count of Sommerive. | 


wgreat onda of the: en wad ſhut up there. 
The king cherefore, conſidering that, on this oc 
ſion, he had! his military, reputation to ſuſtain, a re- 
putation to which he owed all his ſucceſs, W 
no) care or attention, to accompliſh his en | 

. IL ATTENDED him joyfully to this fiege, and Was 


charged, according to. my taſte, with the direction 


of a battery of fix pieces of cannon, tly:with 
the elder de Born *, ho, RP lieutenant- 
ee of the ordnance; had the c ct af it in tho 


ſence of the count de la Guiche 4 grand maſter, 
and conſented to take me for his ——— Scarce 
had I taken poſſeſſion of my new emp when 
I was obliged to abandon it. The 
formed by letters from Paris, that the mw. d' Au- 
vergne t, with d'Entragues, his father-in-law, had 
begun thoſe ſecret practices againſt: him which: af» 
terwards had like to have warner him to a ſcaffold; 
and that many diſaffected and ſeditious perſbns daily 
reſorted W 07 A violent diſpute had likewiſe ju 
commenced, eee the univerſity and curates of 
Paris, on one ſide, and the 1 ; Which, 
in a government y ht 
3 . ls U "IR 2 
Is news convinced his majeſty. that there was: 

a neceſſity for having a vigilant and faithful 
in that great city; yet he delayed mentioning the | 
affair to me, . he knew well that I ſhou 


be eres e an employment u n oblige | 


John de Durefort, lord de Born. | ; 

+ hilibert- de la Guiche, governor of Lyons, was 15 1 | 
EY OO I INE 1578, in the room of the marechat, 
de Biron 4 


1 He will be mentioned in the ſequel. Charles of Valois, duke of. 
Angouleme, grand prior of France, ſon of Charles IX, and of M 
Touchet, lady of Belleville, daughter of the- lieutenant particulier 6F. . 
Orleans. She died in the year 1638, aged 89 ears, and the duke of 
| Kugouleme in 1639. He. was ſon-in-law to Francis de Balzac, lord 
of Entragues, who by. his marriage with Mary Toucher, had Henrietta. 


de Balzac, marchioneſs of Veraeuil, — of. Feary Wo and 7 
| * 4 to the count. of ABVETEREe. / - 
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me to leave the ſiege. However, à letter Which I 
received from the cardinal of Bourbon, and which 
could not avoid ſhewing him, determined him to pro- 


poſe it to me. The cardinal, without giying a par- 
ticular account of what had happened at Paris, only: 
expreſſed himſelf ardentiy defirous of ſeeing me: up- 
on affairs of great importance, which he ſaid I only 
could ſucceed i 

air of a compliment, yet his majeſty thought he 


in. Although. all this had only the 


ought not to neglect this advice; and had theſe af- 
fairs related only to the cardinal, the king had ſo 


many motives for being ſolicitous about him, that 
when he had read this letter, he commanded me 
to prepare for returning to Paris; (which I'obeyed, 


but with great regret at quitting the: ſiege. There 

was a neceſſity to fill up the N Lleft va- 
cant with a man whoſe fidelity could be depended 
upon. I named to his majeſty Vignoles, Parabere, 
and Trigny, and he choſe * Parabere. I flattered my= 
ſelf that when the affairs which called me to Paris 


were'terminated, I ſhould return to Laon; and I 
Was reſolved to uſe all poſſible expedition with them; 
but they were ſucceeded by others, and that fo ſoon, ' 
that from the end of May to the beginning of Au- 
; gully which was the time this ſiege laſted, all I could: 


of it was in thoſe little excurſions 1 fometimes 


made thither from Paris; therefore my account of i it 


be equally interrupted. 
Havixs.received the king's laſt lution: for 


my journey, I ſet out, and reached Crepy the 


-firſt night, where I lay, and the next day arrived at 


Paris. I waited upon the cardinal immediately, and 
found him + very ill, and as much weakened in 


mind as body: he -embraced me tenderly, and diſ- 
cavered great. joy at ſeeing me; en cache his 


f 1 „John de Beaudean de Parabere, 


F The moment he perceived himſelf ill, he dares 0 Gaillon, 


pol came to St. Genevieve, and afterwards to his fine houſe of the 
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chamber to be cleared, made me ſit down by his 
bedſide, that I might hear the many important things 
he had to ſay to me. Thoſe he began with, gave 
me no great opinion Of the reſt; but they were ſueh 
as ſat neareſt his heart, although they conſiſted on 

of domeſtic uneaſineſſes, and female quarrels, which 

I am almoſt aſhamed to entertain the public with. 

A certain lady, named madam de Roſieres, was the 
cauſe of them. The cardinal, either through je- 
loufy, or a diſturbed imagination, had taken it into 
his head, that ſhe haſtened his death by magic, to 

be revenged on him for ſowing diſſenſion between 
her and the abbe de Bellozanne, her favourite : his 

only conſolation was, that if he did not die, his mur- 
dreſs would. My wife had informed him that this 
madam de Roſieres was dangerouſly ill; and proba- 

bly it was upon this information that he had formed 

- Ris whole dream of magic and death. Bt 

HR imparted all theſe ſecrets to me with ſuch ap- 
parent dejection, that I did not doubt but the fulk 
poſſeſſion, which theſe extravagant notions had taken 
of his mind, contributed in a great meaſure to haſten 
his death. I endeavoured to bring him back to rea- 
fon ; and he at laſt was able to ſpeak to me of hies 
other affairs, which he had like to have forgot. 
Next to madam de Roſieres, the king was: the per- 
ſon of whom he complained with greatelt bitterneſs 3 
for his mind was in ſuch a ſtate, that he mveighed 
moſt againft thoſe whom he loved the beſt. He 
aſked the king's permiſſion to diſpoſe of his benefices;: 
and his majeſty, he ſaid, had not-received his requeſt 

very favourably,- which, he added, could only be: 
occaſioned by this prince's not having any regard 
for him, or that he was not ſincerely attached to the: _ * 

catholic religion; (for how indeed could he be a. 
good catholic, and:diſoblige a cardinal?) Afterwards, 
without conſidering whom it was he was ſpeaking to, 

he intreated me to defend the romith religion to the 
Ling, to confirm bim in it, to prevail, upon "_ ta 
„ ng - keep 
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keep. up a cloſe correſpondence with the pope, to de- 


mand the holy father's. benediftion, that he might 


aſterwards obtain of him the diſſolution of his mar- 
niage with queen Margaret of Valois, and be at li- 


to marry another princeſs, by whom he might 
have children that would ſecure the crown to. the. 
houſe of Bourbon, and peace and tranquility. ta 
France. The end of this diſcourſe, was much more 
judicious than I had reaſon. to expect: nor was the 
pope's: panegyric improperly. introduced, in it; for it 


5 muſt be confeſſed that Clement the eighth was not 


only poſſeſſed of great wiſdom and juſtice, but alſo ſo: 
good a politician, that the court of Madrid could ne- 


.. Ver: boaſt of having deceived him by their artifices. 


Tux cardinal afterwards brought the affair of the 
jeſuĩits upon the carpet; and although, as a man de- 
voted to the court of Rome, he openly favoured them, 


F yet the arguments he made uſe of to prevail upon me 


to ſupport them, were founded upon policy and the 
intereſt of the king, and ſo judicious, that I was con- 
wvinced his underſtanding was not impaired by lick- 

| onally 
ooncerned. All the ſteps I took in that affair were 
in conſequence of his eminence's prudent reflections. 


an the danger of baniſhing the whole ſociety from 


France in ſuch a conjuncture; for, as we ſhall ſoon, 
fee, nothing leſs was in agitation. 

A FOURTH affair, which he recommended to me, 
was to ſupport; againſt the ſuperintendant, the old- 
archbiſhop of Glaſgow in Ireland, whom he loved: 
and' honoured as if he had been a near relation. This 
archbiſhop bore the name of Bethune *. The queen 


* James de Bethune, archbiſhop of Glaſcow, or Glaſgow, in Scot- 
land, and not in Ireland, came to Paris in quality of ambaſſador in or- 


' ginary from the queen of Scotland, and died there in the year 1603, 
 agedeighty-fix years; having, during fifty-ſeven years, ſuffered great 


wcifſitudes of fortune, after the murder of cardinal ds Bethune, arch-- 
biſhop of St. Andrews, his uncle, which happened in the year 1546. 
His epitaph may be ſtill ſeen in the church of St. John of Latran. 
Amelot de la Hauſlaye, in his Memoirs, mentions * 
$9 > | 0 
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of Scotland his benefactreſs being dead, all he now 
deſired was to ſpend the ſhort remnant of his life in 
peace, far from his native country : but in the ſuper- 
intendant he found an enemy, to whoſe perſecutions 
he was perpetually expoſed, and who ſeemed reſolved. 
to drive him, if poſſible,” out of France. I never 
could difcoyer the true cauſe of this -hatred ; per- 
haps it was owing to the attachment this prelate al- 
ways ſhewed to the family of the Guiſes, from whom 
the queen “ of Scotland his miſtreſs was deſcended... 
The cardinal ſaid, that it had no other foundation. 
than the intereſt he took in whatever concerned the. 
archbiſhop : and it. is certain that, as often as his 
eminence ſolicited ' the. ſuperintendant in favour f 
the old prelate, he ſeemed to be more eagerly bent 
upon his deſtruction. The cardinal. therefore in- 
treated me to prevail upon the king to take the arch 
biſhop under his protection: he had promiſed to 
have no concern, for the future, in any affairs, either 
within or without the kingdom : indeed he was no 
longer capable of it, nor could his conduct be juſtly 
reproached with any. fault. To gain me entirely 
over to his intereſts, the cardinal told me that this 
archbiſhop. had ſo * an affection for me, that le 
wept continually for my unhappineſs in being edit» , _ wi 
cated in the proteſtant religion. 
Hg reſumed again the ſubject of his benefices, 
with which he concluded his diſcourſe; and earn- 
Nicolas Denetz, biſhop of Orleans, had with Maximilian Francis, duke 
of Sully, in which it appears that they unjuſtly diſputed the right this: - 
family had to the name of Bethune. However this may be, ſaid 
he, ſpeaking of this archbiſhop, © the family of Betun in Scotland, 
% from whence were - defcended the cardinal arehbiſhop of St. An- 
% drewy, and the archbiſhop. of Glaſgow, ambaſſador: from queen 
Mary Stuart in France, where he died in 1660, or 1601, (here is. _ 
<< an error in the date) is acknowledged by meſſieurs de Sully, and de 
« Charoſt,-for a branch of their houſe.” Vol. II. p. 68. There- 


fore, according to our Memoirs, both the archbiſhop of Glaſgow; and 
the archbiſhop of St. Andrews” true name was. Bethune,” and not 


 * Mary of Lorain; daughter of Claude, duke of Guiſe, married in. 
the year 1530 to James Stuart, king of Scotland. 
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= eſtiy entreated me to obtain for him bis majeſt 
8 b to 1 them, confeſſing that the po M 

ſion of theſe benefices had given dreadful uneaſineſs 

= to the deceaſed cardinal his uncle, from whom he 
' _- had them, as well as to himſelf, ſome of them havin 
been forcibly taken from families who were the Jaw- 
* ful proprietors of them; and his eminence thought 

| he ſhould make a ſufficient atonement both for him- 

"ſelf and his uncle, and. pacify his conſcience, by re- 
ſtcoring them to the injured perſons after his death. 
| He had finiſhed all he had to ſay to me, when 
his phyſician entered the chamber. Duret *, for it 
was he, having recommended ſilence to his patient, 
took upon himſelf the care of acquainting me with 
all the ſecrets, of the family, whoſe confidence he 
poſſeſſed; and he acquitted, himſelf of this taſk like 
a man who, had a great opinion of his own eloquence, 
for he wearied me ſufficiently. I made no other 
anſwer to his tedious harangue, than reiterated pro- 
miſes of ſerving his eminence. _ 

| DvrinG the three days which I paſſed at Paris, 1 
Was ſufficiently > ales ee of the 5 angerous corre- 
ſpondences carried on by the count d' Auvergne, 
d' Entragues, and his wife. Their houſe was the ; 
rendezvous for all the king's enemies, either. in the 
league or the Spaniſh part ; every night they held 
. fecret councils againſt the king's intereſt, and & rvice. 
Tin I ſhould have an opportunity of conferring with 
his majeſty upon the meaſures neceſſary to be taken 
to ſuppreſs this wicked cabal, I repreſented to meſ- 
fieurs de Chiverny +, de Pontcatre, de Bellievre, 
and Maiſſe, that they could not watch too narrowly 
the motions of theſe diſaffected perſons; and JI par- 
ticularly recommended it to Maiſſe, e W 
1 was well acquainted with. 

Lewis Duret, lord of Ch | ; 

I Philip Hurault de Chiverny, or erer, lord chancellor of | 
France.----Camus de Pontcarre, maſter of the requeſts, . Pomponne 


de Bellierre. Andrew Hurault ſieur de * in the — 
N he was made ambaſtador to eng | | ic 
| I Ars 
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I afTERWARDs applied myſelf with a particular 


attention to the affair of the jeſuits, againſt whom a 
proceſs was pony commenced before the parlia- 


Pl a - 


ment, and vigotouſly purſued by the univerſity and 
curates of Paris, who accuſed them with haying 


monopolized to. themfelves the education bf the 
youth, and the direction of conſciences; repreſented 
them as a ſociety very pernicious to the ſtate; and 
propoſed their being baniſhed as ſuch. from all the 
ee of France. It was far from being Cer» 
tain, that all theſe enemies of the ſociety would tris 
umph over them, even if the king ſhould not inter- 
poſe his authority. The jeſuits, on this occaſion, 
exerted all their power. The party was already fo 
well ſupported, that, without laying any ſtreſs upon” 
the pope, Spain, and their partiſans in the league g. 
| who were not few, one half of the parliament was 
on their ſide, 'and openly ſolicited in their favour. . 
The cauſe was at laſt put into the hands of counſel in 
the higheſt fame at the bar: the jeſuits retained Du 
ret, and Verſoris I; and their adverſaries Arnaud 
and Dolle, In Paris nothing was talked of but 

theſe two powerful factions. by, Arq 


* 


4 The cardinal of Bourbon, the ſuperintendant d'O, Antony Se- 
gvire, king's advocate, and a great many others, publicly ſolicited for 
the jeſuits. ys 4: 
The cauſe was tried privately, on the 18th of April, 1594. An- 
tony Arnaud. pleaded for the univerſity, and Cĩaud Duret, in few 
words, for the jeſuits, Peter Barne, a jeſuit, ſyndic of the college of 
Clermont, at preſent the college of Lewis le Grand, defended them 
more fully by a factum, in which were many ſ6lid arguments.” He 
there juſtifies the obedience his ſociety pays to the pope ; denies that 
in any part of their ſtatutes they are permitted to dethrone kings, or to 
murder tyrants; which, in reality, was a calumny invented by their 
enemies: he proves, on the contrary, that they were forbid by the 
tourt of Rome to concern themſelves with any public affairs, Ar, 
A proceſs had been commenced againſt the jeſuits in the parliament 
by the ſame parties, thirty years before, concerning their eſtabliſhment 
In the kingdom; which was ſtill depending: the parliament, inftead 
of a peremptory deeree, made one, by which the petitions of the uni- 
verſity and clergy of Paris were added to the inſtruments of this for- 
mer proceſs, to be decided together: this they might eafily have pre 
vented and yet they did not. De Thou, b. cx, Hiſtory of the uni- 
vethity of Paris, vok VI. p. 866, and others, ne, 
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= TreLEcTED upon what the cardinal: de Bour- 
bon had repreſented to me,» That there was no ex, 
tremity to which this order would not proceed, ſti- 


en by revenge, or by the hope of forcing 


us to repeal their baniſhment:- That by their in- 
„ eee, ht animate part of Europe againſt us, 
make their perſecution be looked upon as an injury 
offered to religion itſelf, and bring the king under a 
ſuſpicion of being ſecretly: attached to that which he 
Bad juſt quitted; which, in the preſent ſtate of af- 
fairs, might have very dangerous conſequences, 


- Clement VIII. not having yet been able to reſolve 


upon granting the abſolutioni ſolicited for at Rome; 
the king being engaged in one of thoſe enterpriſes, 
the event of which is always ſo uncertain, and of- 
ten ſo dangerous; and; in a word, the catholics-who 
had moſt power in the kingdom, as well thoſe who 


were at Paris, as thoſe that filled the court, fearing, 


or ſeeming to ſear, for their own intereſt, that they 
had not yet ſuffieiently provided for the ſecurity of 
the romiſh' religion in 1 I was ſenſible that 
meſſieurs de * Longueville, Nevers, and Biron, had 
publicly expreſſed themſelves to this purpoſe, and 
had uſed all their endeavours to communicate their 
apprehenſions to the cardinal of Bourbon, by means 
of d' Entragues, d'Humiers, des Sourdis, and others. 


It is not my deſign to impute here any bad intentions 


to theſe perſons; but it is certain, that amongſt theſe 
zealous catholics there were few who were not actu- 
ated by a motive like that of Biron, who did not pro- 
pagate "theſe ſort of diſcourſes till he had loſt all 
hope of obtaining the government of Laon. 
Bs that as it will, prudence, W required 
that the authority of the abſent king ſhould not be 
expoſed for a quarrel between prieſts and theologiſts: 
and did not doubt but his majeſty, in ſuch a caſe, 
would chuſe the moſt moderate ſide. I therefore de- 


 ® Henry d'Orleans, duke of Longueville, 
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clared to the 3 that the king did not think the 
accuſations, which were brought Againſt the jeſuits, 
of ſufficient importance to authoriſe any harſh treat<- 
ment of them; and that his majeſty would be deter- 


mined. by their future behaviour to the ſlate and 


himſelf, whether he ſhould baniſh them, or rmit 
them to continue in France: and that till he had 

ven mare poſitive orders concerning them, he ab- 
Hoes forbad any violent proceedin againſt thoſe 


Fo Lake ; that no invectiyes . tho d be permitted £7 | 


* Antony Arnaud leaded with ſuch ned aglinſt them, that, | 
according to I'Etoile, who had no kindneſs for the jeſuits, he u. 


- blamed for it even by perſons who. hated theſe fathers ; and that the 


firſt preſident obliged (4. to be. ſilent. By the epithets which M. de 
Thou gives to the adyocates for the univerſity and clergy, it is plain, 
that he, like all the other unprejudiced perſons, thought they diſcover- 
ed too much heat in their proceedings againſt the jeſuits z although on 


| this occaſion, as well as all others, this hiſtorian declares himſelf ig 


folutely againſt the ſociety. In the Memoirs of the league I find that 
the enemies of the jeſuits raiſed another complaint againſt them, but 


fo improbable, that they were forced to drop it; and this was, that x; | 


they carried children away from their Parents, to tranſport them out 
of the kingdom. 
As to the article relating to the inſtruction of youth, no one, I be- 


lieve, will a « 440 from the deciſion of a man, whoſe refſections upon 


-every part of the government are known fo be ſuperior to all others. 


Cardinal Richlien, in his Political Teſtament, part i. chap. ii. C 10. 


aſter weighing, as was uſual with him, the arguments for and again 


the univerſity and the jeſuits, decides the queſtion in theſe terms: 


Neither reaſon nor juſtice allow, that we ſhould deprive an antient 


% profeſſor» of that he has a right to hold: and the general intereſt 


« cannot ſuffer}a ſociety, not only reſpectable for their piety, but cele - 


*© brated ſor their doctrine, as the: Jeſuits are, to be prevented from 


the exerciſe of a function which they perform with great utility for 
the public . . It is reaſonable, therefore, that the univerſity and 
2 „ the jeſuits ſhould both be allowed to teach, that each, through en 

© emuJous deſire of excelling the other, may be animated to a full 
« exertion of their powers; and- that the ſciences may be ſecured to 
** the ſtate, by being reſigned to the care of their guardians ; ſo that 
if one party ſhould happen to loſe ſo ſacred a charge, it may be 
« found with the other.” | 

With regard to the direction of conſciences, . this miniſter 


gave into the general opinion, that by that; and the inſtruction pf 


children of quality, the jeſuits became maſters of. the ſecrets of t 


hearts, and the affairs of all families; but ſtil} thinking it would be 
unjuſt, to interdict the ſociety from this office of the ſacred miniſ y, 


any more than other prieſts, whether ſecular or regular; he 3 
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in the pleadings againſt them; and even that their 

cauſe ſhould be tried in full court. No perſon ex- 

pected to find in me a protector of the jeſuits; and 1 
may ſay, without vanity, that my recommendation 
of them at that time would not have been uſeleſs, 
although I had not ſtrengthened it with the king's 
authority, In effect, no farther progreſs was made 
o 1 8 
Tx reſpect I owed to the cardinal of Bourbon 
made. me reſolve to ſpeak to the ſuperintendant in 
favour of the archbiſhop of Glaſgow : though I 
knew well what I had to expect from a man ſo little 
ſolicitous to conceal the hatred he bore to my whole 
family, and which a late quarrel with my youngeft 
brother had augmented, I hoped to find more, Juſ- 
'tice from the king, and I haſfened to join him at 
Laon, after taking leave of the cardinal, who con- 
tinued ſtill extremely ill. e 
AT Bruyeres, where I had left my field equipage, 
I learned that the duke of Maienne, being in con- 
ſtant expeRation of a great army, which count 
Charles of Mansfield was to bring him, had advanc- 
ed with ſome troops as far as — and twice at- 
tempted to throw a ſupply of one hundred horſe and 
two hundred arquebuſiers into Laon; that the firſt. 


A + > 


Himſelf with making this one of the arguments for not leaving to the 
Jeſuits alone the inſtruction of the youth of the kingdom. The Chro- 
neJogieSeptenaire, a work of which the French Mercury is the ſe- 
quel, appears to have done more towards the clearing up this affair, 
than all the other memorials of thoſe times, by the candour and im- 
partiality with which it is written, as well as the comprehenſive mari- 

ner, of treating it. The Septenaire, I ſay, ſpeaking of the great uſe 
the jeſuits have been to this kingdom in particular, by their eradition, 
and their zeal againſt innovators; by the purity of their theological 
tenets ; and by their miſſions; from hence it draws up a panegyrit, 
for which we muſt refer to the book itſelf, fol. 349, and which is fo 
much the more remarkable, that it was done at the time when jea- 
louſy gave riſe to the blackeſt accuſations againſt the jeſuits. The 
author of this piece of hiſtory, although his name is not prefixed, is 
the Tame father Victor Cayet who compoſed the Chronologie Noven- 
Hare, where there is an ex2 relation of this proceſs againſt the jeſuits, 
Anz. 1594. B. vi. p. 379, 497. 48 | | 
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was defeated by Givry, and the ſecond by the count | 
of Soiſſons, whoſe turn it was that day to guard the 
trench: that the king gave always a glorious ex- 
ample to the princes and officers, and mounted guard 
in the trenches in histurn. n. 

_ Hrs majeſty was in bed when J arrived at his quar- 
ters, although it was three o clock in the afternoon: 
he aſked me if I was not ſurprized to find him in bed 
at ſuch an hour: this bed, however, was only two 
mattreſſes upon the bare ground. All night, and 
the preceding day, this prince had been ſtanding at 

the trench, where he was employed in directing 

works to be made in the mountain, upon the decli- 
vity of which Laon is ſituated, either to change the 
place of ſome batteries, or to ſhelter the workmen by 
rapets. He was fo greatly fatigued ſtanding upon 
the ground, which was extremely rugged, that-ſeyg- 
ral contuſions roſe in his feet, which did not, how- 
ever, hinder him from ſtaying to ſee the work car- _ 
ried on till all theſe contuſions burſting, each of his © © 
feet became one continued wound, Which oblige>d 
him to be put to bed, and ſome dreifings to be ap- 
Plied to them; theſe he ordered to he changed in my 
preſence, © That you may be convinced,” ſaid he, 
do not act the ſick man unſeaſonably.” I was 
very far, indeed, from entertaining ſuch a thought, 
and if I accuſed him of any thing, it was of the con- 
trary exceſs; I believe he perceived it; for ſeeking, 
as it were, to juſtify himſelf, he told me, that he Was 
under a neceſſity of undertaking and ſuperintending 
this work, which would give him two days advance 
upon the beſieged city; and that I would not con- 
demn him after I had ſeen it, or, at leaſt, heard an ac- 
count of it from the connoiſſeurs whom he had ſent 
to viſit it, and whoſe return he expected at five 
odere who INES ee 
_ ' 'T Took advantage of this opportunity of being 
alone with the king to give him an account of my 
journey, which T did, kneeling on a cuſhion which 
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he made me bring to the bedſide. His majeſty, 
ſirous of authorizing what I had done, ordered Beau- 


lieu Ruſc to write three letters inſtantly; the firſt, 
which was addreſſed to the chancellor, regarded the 


jeſuits, and contained only a repetition of what I had 
Taid. In the ſecond, he informed d' O, that it was his 
intention the archbiſhop of a ava, oops enjoy” 
the only tuo 'abbeys'® he had in France peaceably, 


and juftified this prelate's paſt conduct by the grati- 
tude he owed his benefactreſs. The third, to the 


cardinal of Bourbon, was written in the name of 


Loménie, ſeeretary of ſtate, who made known to his 


eminence, that the king would · approve of the diſpo- 
ſition he ſhould make of his benefices, and was ready 
to ratify it, by ſigning himſelf the form he ſhould 


ſend bim, provided he found in it nothing contrary 


to the canons, the liberties, and the cuſtoms of the 
kingdom. He concluded this letter with an aſſurance 
of his protection and friendſhip; and as a proof of his 

confidence, ſent the two others under cover to him, 


that he might tranſmit them himſelf to the perſons 
they were directed to; and had the complaiſance to 
acquaint him with the contents. I deſired Du- 


Peirat, whom the king ſent with theſe three letters to 
Paris, to deliver one from me to the cardinal, in 
which I exhorted him, by every thing that I thought 
could make any impreſſion upon his mind, to free 
- himſelf from all his domeſtic uneaſineſſes. 

© Tnese affairs were but juſt over before the arrival 
of meſſieurs de Biron, Givry, Saint-Luc, Marivault, 


Parabere, Vignoles, Fouqueroles, and others whom 


the king had ſent to examine his works of the pre- 
cedin % ee two mines which he had 
cauſed to be 


opened. I *. one gave his opinion of 
IL: they cauld not agree, 
and a diſpute inſenſibly aroſe amongſt them: mare 


chal Biron, vain of his great talents for war, by an 


/| | ® Notre-Dame de I Abſie in Poitou, and the priory of St. Peter of 
Pontoiſe. | | S448. e 


. aſſuming 
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poi air, and a ſuperiority” of accent which | 
made him always maſter of the cbnverſationy: cout 
with difficulty bear to hear any one Tg —_—_— | 


of an opinion contrary to his. | 
Tk king, perceiving that wel) grew: Mig 


| h 
amongſt them, in order to oblige them to filence, 


told hos he had received notice from three ſpies, 
who came one after the other from different places, 
that the duke of Maienne and the count of Ianſ- 
field had reſolved, at all hazards, to throw a very 
conſiderable convoy of ammunition and roviſions 
into Laon, in order to avoid a battle and that this 


convoy was to ſet out inſtantly upon its march, fup- - 


ported by a ver werful eſcorte, with a def 
n 5 force themſelves a hear res 
enter into the beſieged. city, This afforded a ne- 
ſubject for Sagte which ended at laſt in Biron's 
favour, who procured the command of a ſtrong de- 
tachment, with which he intended to poſt himſelf in 
the foreſt between Laon and La-Fere, and to at- 
tack both the eſcorte and the convoy. He compoſ- 


ed the detachment himſelf, which conſiſted of twelve 


hundred French infantry, all choſen men, eighthun- 
dred Swiſs, three hundred light horſe, two — 
troopers, and one hundred hen fond of the ki 
houſhold. 1 aſked the king's permiſſion to go On! | 
with this detachment, which he refuſed me ſeveral 
times, alledging, that there were many things which 
he wanted me to inform bim- of; but, upon my re- 
peated importunities, he allowed me to go. 
W began our march at ſix o'elock in the . 
noon, and reached the foreſt at one in the- morning, 
where we advanced cautiouſly to the extremity 'of | 
the wood near La-Fere; here we lay in ambuſcade. 
Marechal Biron detained all the paſſengers we mer 
on the great road, who he thought might carry in- 
telligence of his deſign into La-Fere; and ke 
centinels on horſeback at the end of the ad 5 


bring him an exact information of whatever came 
Vol. II. 8 A out 
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out of cher city. Wewhited with great impatience 


till four oelock in the afternoon, before we heard 
any news; and then the centinels came to inform 
us, that the great road from La- Fere to Laon was 


covered with ſo long a file of ſoldiers, and fuch a 


vaſt quantity of baggage of every kind, that the 


could imagine nothing elſe but that the whole army 


of the enemy was advancing. That inſtant I per- 
ceived ſeveral of the moſt reſolute amongft us look 
pale, and whiſper to each other that it was neceſ- 
ſary to make our retreat. This, many of us oppoſed; 


and the commander declaring himſelf for this laſt - 
opinion, it was agreed upon by a plurality of voices, 


that ſome one of the troop ſhbuld be ſent to recon- 
noitre, and bring back an exact account of what he 
ſaw. Fouqueroles, whoſe valour and prudence was 
well known, was choſen, with two others, for this 
employment; and returning a little time afterwards, 

informed us, that this ſeemingly formidable line was 
cCompoſed of three hundred carts, laden with ammu- 


nition, eſcorted by four ſquadrons of one hundred 


horſe each, who marched before the convoy, fallow- 


ed by eight or nine hundred muſqueteers, an equal 


number of Spaniſh infantry brought up the rear. 
Tr1s number not being equal to ours, it was 
agreed upon, with one yoice, that we ſhould attack 
them; and we only differed upon the manner of 
doing it: I, with many others, were of opinion, that 
it would be better to let the convoy enter the foreſt, 
and aftewards fall upon them in the rear. Givry *, 
. Montigny, and Marivault, who were at the head of 
the cavalry, were for the negative, and maintained 
ſeo poſitively, that there was leſs danger in we d. 
them in the open held, that they drew marecha 


\ Biron into this opinion. At firſt this method ſue- 


ceeded; the cavalry of the enemy gave way as ſoon 


*. Anne d' Anglure, baron of Givry. He was killed at Laon a few 
| saye after this encounter, and greatly lamented by Henry IV. Francis 
de la Grange, lord de-Montigny : he is mentioned again, Claude de 

- Yiſee, fieur de Marivauht. | F- | 
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as they were attacked, though at the beginning they 
ſhewed great reſolution, and retired to the ſides of 
the waggons : but we ſoon found whom we had to 
deal with; the enemy's infantry which were in 

front waited firmly for our troopers, whom Biron 
ſent to attack them, and fired upon them with ſuch 
excellent order, as obliged them to give ground. Bi- 
ron commanded them to return to the charge by the 
left flank, while he attacked the right, which was 
evidently the leaſt dangerous. The onſet was fo 
terrible, that the enemy's foot was forced” to- retire, 
and, like the other ſquadrons, take ſhelter in the 
midſt of the carts, from whence they ftill-con- 
tinued to defend themſelves: in the mean time the 


Spaniſh battalion. advanced from the rear to the 


front, and formed itſelf; in ſuch a/manner, that it 
was ſupported on all ſides by the cavalry and the 
waggons, without loſing the aſſiſtance of the firſt bat- 
talion : they made ſo vigorous. a defence, that all 
Biron's intreaties and menaces could not hinder our 
ſix hundred horſe from quitting; the fight, extremely 
weakened. The Swiſs and French infantry, ho took 
their place, found equal reſiſtance, Nhe battle laſted” 


a long time. Biron apprehending, that an action which | | 


paſſed fo near La- Fere would give time fora conſider- 
able ſupply to be fent to the convoy, if ĩt was not very 

ſpeedily ended, for a laſt reſource, commanded the 
hundred gentlemen to diſmount, to addito their other 
arms, which conſiſted of a ſword and piſtol, a pike, 
of which he had brought a great quantity along with 
us; and to bring up to the charge all our foot, hoth 
French and Swiſs, which had not yet encountered 
the Spaniards. Meſſieurs de Guitry “, de Montig- 
5 * This is not John de Chaumont de Guitry, who has been ſo often _ 

mentioned in the Hiſtory and in theſe Memoirs; he died in the year 
' 1592, / See his-paticgyric in M. de Thou,-bookreiii,!* The perſon 
mentioned here was, according to Cayet, called ſo, becauſe he married 

_  theheifef& of this family. Chron, Novennt b. iv, p. 23. But Cayet 
is miſtaken; ahn de Chaumont left ſeveral ſons, Who bore arms 

in the kingls Ravice« {78 e eee 
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ny, de Marivault, de Trigny, d' Arambure, de la 
Cutrce, de Lopes, d' Heures, and others; advanced in 
this manner at the head of three hundred fopt; and 
Biron, with an equal number, followed them. I 
 ., © ,was in the ſecond battalion. They charged us with 
1 ſuch ſury, that the pike and fuſee became uſeleſs; 
* ave fought. hand to hand, and even wreſtled with 
each other. The Spaniards at length gave ground, 
1 and, after throwing away their arms 5, fled for ſhel- 
ter to the woods and waggons. This laſt refuge 
was of no ſervice to them; we purſued them there, 
and made 2 horrible. carnage of them: no leſs than 
twelve hundred were left dead upon the place. We 
took but few priſoners. Thoſe perſons that were of 
any diſtinction in the cavalry, had time to get back 
to La-Fere. We neither purſued them, nor the 
Others who had taken ſhelter in the woods, leſt we 
ſnould be ſurpriſed and put into diſorder by new 
troops ſent from La-Fere to their aſſiſtance: on the 
contrary, we only thought of rallying, and keeping 
upon our Feen time that was neceſſary 
to reſt and refreſh ourſelves with ſome of thoſe pro- 
viſions of which we found great abundance in the 
convoy. In the night we marched back to the 
camp, und brought thither, without meeting wich 
any obſtacle, all the enemy's baggage, but ſo pillaged 
by the. ſoldiers, aud ſo careleſly looked after, not- 
withſtanding the commander's ſtrict orders concern- 
ing it, that above four hundred war or baggage 
charles: tee me... RT 6 
\ -.:BIRON; with the ſame ſupercilious air which he 
had aſſumed to procure the command in this expedi- 
tion, preſented himſelf to his majeſty at his return, 
to receive the praiſes due to his ficceſs Having a 
ſubject ſo copious to diſcuſs, one may eaſily imagine 
What a man, who knew not that on ſuch — AM 


r r 


+ La Curce, who was a good judge in theſe matters, attributes the 
Spaniards defeat to their cuſtom! of uſing too long ſwords, and waiſt 
belts too ſhor's Vol. 8929. MSS, de la Bibliot. du Rot. 
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ſtlence is merit, would ſay to enhance the greatneſs ECG 


of his victory. Indeed his diſcourſe: ſeemed to in- 


ſimuate that he bad that moment fixed the crow] 


upon the king's head. Experience has ſhewn that 
this haughtineſs which borders alittle upon boaſting, 


of itſelf ſufficiently in the French taſte, commonly = 


ſuccebds with a general who has Frenchmen to lead: 


with them to ſeem ſure of a victory, goes a great way” . - 


towards gaining it. The king was not ignorant of this: 


diſpoſition; and he had found very happy conſequenees 


from it, on thoſe hazardous occaſions, when the ſol- 
diers ſought only in the countenance and words of 


their leader, the idea _ ought to have of the pre- 
ſent danger. Hence a ſeeming confidence of ſuo- 
ceſs became habitual to him, which was imitated by 
all the general officers; and, as it often happens, 


many of them, but particularly marechal Biron, 


carried that confidence ſo far as to become inſup- 
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portable to all the others, and even to the king him- 
elf, who was not on this occaſion the leſs indul- 


nt. 55 — 


Tux obliging reception which his majeſty gave 
to Biron, and thoſe that had followed him, created 
great jealouſy in the courtiers who were not of the 


party, and completely turned Biron's head; How 


ever, he could not obtain the government of Laon? 


which was what he aimed at by exalting his laſt ac- 
tion, and arrogating all the glory of it to himſelf 
alone, as if the others had had no part in it. The 


king diſcovered his thoughts of it freely to me, and 
ſeemed on many accounts greatly diſcontented with: _ . 
this marechal. His majeſty. told me, that aſter ſu 
many cauſes of complaint which Biron had given 
him, aſter his having dared even lately to threaten 


bim with going over to his enemies, and the diſ- 
coveries he had juſt made of the correſpondence he 
carried on with meſſieurs d' Epernon, and d' Au- 


vergne, he could not reſolve to truſt him with the 


care of a place fo near the Low Countries as Laon, 


” 
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which ought only to be given to a man * whoſe 


* 


iccelity bad been tried ; but he feared, he ſaid, that 


Biron would keep no meaſures after this refuſal, and 
would openly join the party againſt him, or, what 
Was ſtill more dangerous, continue near his perſon, 
while he ſecretly ſided with his enemies. Henry, 

who from this moment vras perſuaded that he would 


one day have all this to fear from Biron, added, that 


he perceived this marechal had fought my friendihip 
tor ſome time, doubtleſs with an intention gg procure 
my concurrence to a marriage between his brother, 
and mademoiſelle de Saint-Geniẽs , my niece, who 
was; one of the greateſt fortunes in France; and he 
ordered me to take advantage of this new friendſhip, 
to penetrate into his deſigsnsns ss. 
Uns great convoy being de feated, the king, with- 
qut any obſtaele, continued the A ee till he 
received notice that the duke af Maienne, and the 
count of Mansfield, far from being diſſieartened by 
this bad ſucceſs, talked of nothing leſs than coming 
to force the lines of the beſiegers, as ſoon as they 
had received ſome troops they were in expectation of. 
Biron treated this nes with contempt; but his ma- 
jeſty, who neglected nothing, was not eaſy about it, 
till Givry, whom he had ſent to reconnoitre, eſcorted 
by three hundred horſe, with ſtrict orders not to re- 
turn without a perfect knowledge of the ſituation 
and forces of the enemy, brought him, at the end of 
three days, certain intelligence that there was not a 
fingle company of them on this ſide of the Oiſe; and 
that the Spaniards were more inclined to return to 
Flanders than to Laon. The king, relying upon 
the juſtneſs of this report, that very evening made 
a2 party to go and dine the next day at St. Lam- 
bert, a houfs dependent upon the domain of Navarre, 


This government was given to Marivault. 3 
I Daughter of Elias de Gontault, lord de Badefou, and Sain- Ge- 
nis, governor of Bearn, viceroy of Navarre, and of Jacqueline de Be- 
thune, monſieur de Rofny'sfifter, e 


— 


and 


{ 
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: and ſituated in the midſt of the foreſt; where he 16+, 
4 membered to have often gone tc gat fruit, milk; and! 
f ſtaid in the caſtle. of Marle; and ft UL promiſed 


pl ' 

himſelf great pleaſute in ſeeing it again 4 
* paſs thirty of us atten 0 112 8 . Lambert, 
where, as he had paſſed part of the preceding night 
in viſiting as uſual the trenches, batteries; nd mines, 
he fell aſleep as ſoon as he dined; this good ales 
tion, joined to a habit of fatigue, hall agculigmed 
him to Neep in any place, and When he pleaſed, and 
to awake at any hour. The weather being. then ex- 
tremely hot, eight or ten of us went into the thickeſt 
part of the foreſt +, not far from the g reat road Jead- i 
ing from La-Fere to Laon. We, had nat gone far. - 
ther, than, twelve or fifteen. hundr been hen. 
noiſe. that came from that ſide near Lar Fere rew al 


1 
our attention; it ſeemed to be a confuſed mixture. 
of human voices, ſmarking of, whips, neighing of, 
horſes, and a noiſe, like the diſtant ſound of trum- 
pets and drums. That we might hear mote plainly, , 
we came forwards to the road, from whence we ſax 
diſtinctly, eight hundred paces before us, a column, 
of infantry, which appeared to us to be foreigners, 
marching in good order, and without any noile;:. / 
that which we had heard proceeded from the ſervants 
and vagabonds who followed, and thoſe that con- 
ducted a conſiderable convoy of artillery which 
guarded it. Extending our view as far as it was 
poſſible, ſo great a number of troops appeared to us 
to defile after theſe waggons, that we did not doubt 
but the enemy's whole army was there. 7 
Wr returned/immediately, and found the king 
awake, ſhaking a plum- tree, of whoſe fruit he ſeem- 
ed very fond. Faith, ſire, ſaid we, ſo ne men 
„e that have paſſed us juſt now, will prepare other 
plums for you not quite ſo eaſy of Heellion.“ 


We explained ourſelves in few words ; and the king 


F Tne Foteſt of Folambr aß. 
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„ eee daun 
tore readi} believed Us, having, as he told us, 


mme more ievel Gs, AL 
Heard a Boiſe" . Fe ſpace of a quatter of an 
* ot be 


or, „hichh py Fable to imagine that Giry 
ul have acquftied hanfelf fo ill of bis common) 


EN: procetded from his own camp. His 
majeſty offered twelve of us, who were read) at 
hand, to g inſtantly to the different quarters of the 
cavalry (a lift of Which he always carried in his 
pocke ) to ſpread the alarm there, and bring them 
all wrt 5 of 'Bepedition to his quarter, while. 
at the {ame time others were ſent to the infantry to 
form them "into 'battalfons, and poſt them between 
the ſame” quarter and the trenches. He pave theſe 
orders as he was mounting his horſe, and although 
he rode with great ſwiftneſs, he continued giving 
them to all he met, with the ſame juſtneſs and extent 
of thought as if he had heen long efore prepared'for 
a battle. Such pas this prince's quickneſs of apy 
zrehenfion, and admirable preſence of mind, that no- 
thing eſcaped him; whereas any other, in the ſame 
ſituation, inſtead of forming a well regulated plan, 
would have been hardly able to have fixed upon a 
tolerable expedient. The enemies upon their arri- 
val found every one prepared for them; to which 
perhaps the wile army owed its preſervation : for 
it muſt be confeſſed,” that if the enemy's cavalry, 
- which at the ſame inſtant appeared in the front of 
the camp, where they formed themſelves into ſqua- 
drons with great expedition, had only been able to 
have thrown the ſoldiers into a conſternation, which 
the king and part of the officers being abſent, muſt 
infallibly have happened by an effect of the firſt ſur- 
prize; it would have been eaſy for them, amidſt that 
ſudden confuſion, to have defeated great part of the 
army, and probably fear might have delivered up the 


- 
1 
a 
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* : 


reſt into their power. ; . 

Tls example is alone ſufficient to prove of what 
utility it is for a general of an army, not only to poſ- 
ſeſs that quality of the mind which takes in all e 
* 8 ible 


F * 9 7 
. 7 
* * 
* by” 
\ ** ” 
— of N 
* 3 


officers, as well as the different bodies which com- 


pole his army, and in his turn t be Known by it for 
him of all the, gener } officers, whoſe advice .(the+ 


"we 


all genes, readily gheyed, by, chem, ene 
keeps, them ſilent, when by a. 


. 


It happened alle, that the march of this atmy was. 


a piece of ordnance. was placed, which, SfPartaſſed. 


1 * 


l great 
8 of Majenne 


1 FOLK man EW! 
| * 


w 
= 


A. 


B2 ME MOIRS Bock VI. 
Tent to reconnoitre a place frog for pitching his 
camp, did not return ſo ſpeedily as he might have 
done. e EPA nn nenen nne 
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Tax king took advantage of all theſe delayd. He 


drew out from the trenches as many men as were 


ſufficient to cover them, without leaving too fer, 


within, and ranged the reſt of his army in order of 


battle before, when the enemies, who no longer 


hoped to ſurprize him, gave him time. That day 
was employed on each {ide in chuſing the moſt ad- 


vantageous poſts for a battle. It was not however 


the intention of the two generals of the enemy to 


engage ; they dreaded the king's aſcendant, and our 


cavalry, which was almoſt all Compoſed of gentlemen. 


Their whole deſign by this motion was to oblige the 


king to faiſe the ſiege of Laon by coming to meet 


therm, and afterwards to evade a battle, or throw, at 
leaſt, in the confuſion cauſed by their arrival, three 
| thouſand foot, and three hundred troopers into the 
place; but as we did not know their intention till af- 


terwards that we were informed of it by ſome pri- 
foners whom we took, it was not doubted but that 
there would be a general action the next day; our 
two camps being fo near, that we heard diſtinctly the 


Found of their trumpets, and the ſhouts of their 
3 ien 43 12 {36+ 1 r 


ſoldiers. 


II the midſt of the ground that ſepar ted us from 


the enemies, there was one ſingle hill almoſt round,” 
which, with regard to the beſieged city, might be of 

reat importance, if the enemy ſhould poſſeſs them- 
| Lin of it. The king, who had ſent me to recon- 


noitre it, gave me two pieces of cannon, to ſupport 


a regiment that were by his order to poſt and 
fortify themſelves there. I cauſed à hut to be 


erected for myſelf, and when the king came to viſit 
this poſt, he found every thingin . order. The 


next day the enemy, making a ſhew of greater reſo- 
lution than the evening before, began a ſłirmiſn with 

all their ſmall ſhot, and endeavoured to make ere 
* "=P | 3 | 15 4 * ( 
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ſelves maſters of à little wood which lay between the 
two camps. Above fifty thouſand ſmall arms were 
fired; but with fo little effect that Parabere, Who 
came to my hut to ſup with me, aſſured me, that 
they had not twenty men flain, nor twice that 
number: wounded.” „!ll f 2 RR 

Niro coming on during this tumult; and the 

_ two generals of the enemy's army, who thought of 
nothing leſs than engaging farther, took advantage 
of it to retreat, without being diſcovered, to La- 
Pere. The king' ſuffered them to fly, contenting 
himſelf with the diſgrace they had drawn upon them- 
ſelves by this ridiculous attempt. | | 


Ss οοο 
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J Continued no longer in the camp before Laon 
| aſter this event. Some difficulties which aroſe 
in the treaties, particularly that with the baren 
de Medavy, obliged me, in obedience to his majeſtys. 
orders, to take a journey to Rouen, which was fol" 
lowed by a ſecond to Paris, and another, more con- 
fiderable than both, to Sedan. of {£50 IMP 
Tart duke of Bouillon gave daily new 6ccafions 
of diſcontent to the king. When, through his mas | 
zel intereſt, he had married the heireſs of Sedann 
he had promiſed to bring him a certain numbet © 
troops: but he not only neglected to perform this 
promiſe, but alſo retained, without aſking the kings 
permiſſion, the troops which he had lent him ta 
guard his frontier, till he was in peaceable poſlefion' 7 
of his, new principality; nor did he make any xx, 
cuſe for not ſending them back, or give him any ac⸗- 
count of the ſituation of his affairs, His new gtan- 
deur inſpired him with the vanity of making bimſelf 
be locked upon as a formidable potentate in Europe. 
Tbis, which be could 1 5 from a ſtate fo. weax 
. 3 - an. 
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All the malecontents in Europe were ſure of finding 
a protector in him, and he was the main ſpring that 
gave motion to the cabals of Auvergne and En- 
tragues. - RR IPL ILSS WI 0g} 
On day when the king ſent for me ſo early in 
the morning that I found him in bed, having only 
- Ozeray and Armagnac in his apartment, and that 
we were all conſulting upon meaſures to prevent the 


dangerous deſigns of ſo many ſecret enemies, his 
majeſty dwelt in particular upon the duke of Bouil- 


lon, and ſeemed greatly affected with his ingratitude, 
after having conferred an obligation on him which 
daught to have bound him for ever to his intereſts. 
Inu effect, the bye promoting his marriage with 
”, mademoilſclle de Bouillon, had given him a proof of 

._ _ friendſhip ſo much the ſtronger, in that he acted 
againſt his own judgment, and the advice of all thoſe 

to vyhom he had mentioned it. The next day after 
this converfation had paſſed, Beringhen preſented a 


Bim a letter from Bouillon, in which the duke in- 
formed his majeſty of the death of his wife, and ex- 

_ eufedhis delay, by the grief and perplexity into which 
* her death had thrown him. This letter likewiſe 
Rave the king to underſtand, that madam de Bouillon 


= 


put them under the protection of the king of France; 
| becauſe it was expected, that her relations would 


this donation. “ That is to fay,” faid the king, when 


1s not this a very honourable way of proceeding py 


Ee ſtrongly inclined to leave him to ftruggle alone 
againſt thele difficulties; but the native ater bo 


* 
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and confined as his, - he: ſought to obtain by all ſorts - 
of artifices and intrigues in the pa ah es. eee 


1 to the king, in his chamber, who brought 


had left a will, in which ſhe bequeathed the princi- 
pality of Sedan and all her eſtates to her huſband, and 
give the duke of Bouillon great diſturbance about 


he had finiſhed the reading the letter, „that the 
e duke of Bouillon has occaſion for my aſſiſtance: 


To humble and puniſh the duke, his majeſty was 


r. 


** 
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4 3 e and the remembrance of the duke's 
= | former ſervices, {till . influenced him in his favour: . 

He anſwered the duke by a compliment ofcondolance _ | 
upon the death of the dutcheſs of Bouillon; and aſ- 
" ſured: him of his willingneſs to aſſiſt bim. If the 
king had thoughtithat this laſt mark of his friends 
ſhip ) would have recalled and fixed the duke of Bouil- 
8 for ever in his duty, the commiſſion of him | 
whom he ſent with this — — would have ended in 
barely delivering it to the duke and any inconſider- 
able perſon might haye ſufficed for that; but this 
prince, accuſtomed to confer benefits only on the 
ungrateful, would make this deputation anſwer ſeg 
veral purpaſes, He turned towards me, and told me; | 
that in his opinion I was the propereſt perſon thiears +. 
ry this letter, becauſe if of itſelf it was not able to 
5 make Bouillon adhere conſtantly to his duty, the ar- 
zuments of a man, ho had a right to repreſent it to 
Fim ſtrongly, might perhaps accompliſh: it and 
thus, if neither. produced the deſired effect, it was 
neceſſary to penetrate into the dukeꝰs. ſeeret deſigns} 
and to examine carefully the will and She amen, 5 
donation of madam de Bouillon. | 
Tris embaſſy. ſeemed too like that which had 
drawn the _— of the princeſs and count of, gout: 
ſons upon me; and my firſt, emotions upon-receive 
ing it were cauſed by — rief that the king's ſervice 
generally engaged . me in ſuch affairs. Henry, who 
ueſſed part o thoughts, forgot nothing which 
be — en of leflening what was, difagtee - 
able in this commiſſion: he told me, That the ſuc - 
ceſſes which fortune ſeemed. to annex to all affairs 
* wherein I was imployed; as a reward due to my i 
delity, induced him to chuſe me, preferably to any 
other, to tranſact this buſineſs: That none of mx 
ſervices were loſt upon him: And that hg took eõx 
tremely kind the attention I always ſhewed to avid 
or break off any cqpnections which, were capable of 


cooling my zeal for him. Speaking . * 4 


* 


9 
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he embraced me tenderly; adding, with a kindneſs - 
that went to my heart, that he earneſtly intreated me 
to be careful of my on ſecurity, ſince I ſhould be 
obliged to paſs through places ſubjeQ to the Guiſes, 
and to preſerve myſelf for a prince who loved me. 
Princes who behave in this manner cannot be too 
faithfully ſerved. e 
Ir happened very fortunately that I was at that 
time very well provided with money, having ſent for 
remittances from Roſny and Moret, where my wife 
was: therefore I ſaw myſelf in a condition to ſatisfy, 
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„without delay, the king's impatience for my de- 


1 Three hours after T had received this order 
went to Bruyeres, where my equipage lay, and, fol- 


” lowed" by five and twenty troopers well armed, in 


four days I arrived, without meeting with any bad 
actident, within view of Sedan. The duke, being 
informed of my arrival, came to meet me as far as 
the village of Petey, which ſeparates this little ſtate 
from France: there he alighted, and aſſumed a me- 


laacholy air to receive my compliments, and to read 


' the king's letter. He loaded me with perſonal civili- 
ties; ſeemed charmed with the choice his majeſty 
had made; and perſiſted (notwithſtanding my re- 
peated / inſtances) to treat me as an ambaſlador, I 
was conducted to very magnificent lodgings, and-all 
the expences of my retinue defrayed. He ſhewed 
me, with great complaiſance, the fortifications he 
had raiſed about his caſtle of Sedan, by which, he 
aſſured me, it would be impregnable, - I was not of 
the ſame opinion: all the expence the duke was at 
to ſtrengthen this place, could not ſupply the defect 
of its ſituation. © * "be ce 

Tux fiege of Laon, of which the duke enquired 
ſome news, afforded us matter for entering into a 
more particular converſation. After reiterated aſ- 
ſurances of his attachment tothe king, the duke 
aſked me, if the many ſubjects of complaint which 


bis majey had received from the Spaniſh Low 


g Countries, 


— 


* 


. 0 Or s ub . 4 
Countries, bud not determined him to carry the 


war there; and ſpoke to me of this project, as an af. 


fair he ardently wiſhed to fee dar vor yp He dwelt 
much upon the advantage of this war; upon the man- 
ner in which the provinces of Luxembourg, Liege, 
and Namur, might be attacked; upon the correſ- 
pondences which, with this view, he carried on in the 
principal cities of Flanders; and upon the powerful 
aſſiſtance he offered to lead there. It was not difi- 
cult to believe, that he had uſed his utmoſt endea- 
vours to promote a war, of which all the advant 
would be his: but it was far from being ſo with the 
king. His intereſt was not concerned in it; and 
with regard to him, this fine project was a mitt 
chimera. Indeed the duke, fearing that at court i 

would be treated with contempt, omitted" naw 

which he thought might bring me to apf 
by painting it in the fineſt colours, and wie 

_ difintereſtednefs capable of impoſing upon . Af. 
ter having thus diſcourſed upon Flanders, he plunged 

into politics, and diſplayed all the powers of his elo- 
quence in proving to me, that, it being the king's 
chief intereſt to depreſs the houſe of Auſtria, he could 
never attain this end but by avi upa ſtrict union 
with the proteſtants. The king's late abjuration he 
ſuppoſed was but a neceſſary debe which had 
only changed him in appearance; and which he 
. ht to prove 3 , by two or three ſtrokes 
of aller upon ſome ſuperſtitious practices of devout 
catholics, upon the mendicant monks, and the equi- 
| vocations of the jeſuits +. 

Tux duke o Bouillon 3 1 like a man 
who was afraid to» explain himfelf too freely, and 
looked upon me earneſtly with a feigned inquietude, 
_ Hithertol had liſtened to nk without interruption; _ 


J The duke de Bouillon was © its — for ſo hot-headed | 
fad furious a calviniſt, that. praiſe or blame from his mouth, on the 
; og as well RC ee een een 
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and diſcovered, without his perceiving it) all the 
ideas Which roſe in that ambitious. brain, But many 


things {till remained to be-known, for which it Was 


only neceſſary to let him ſpeak a long time; for it is 


unſaid; either 


not poſſible but that a man, who is at once extreme- 


lyxain, and agreat talker, ſhould, at length, betray 
all his ſecrets: I therefore forced a ſmile, into my 
countenance, and aſſumed the air of one filled with 
admiration of his wit, his policy, and his eloquence. 
The duke's ſelf-love thus agreeably flattered,. he did 
not wait for much intreaty, but reſuming g his diſ- 
courſe, he went on to make me ſenſible of the true 
intereſt of the proteſtants, in the ſituation affairs 
were at preſent i in France. Here it became neceſſa 
forme to ſupply, by my on ſurmiſes, what he fel 
poke the duke. of Bouillon's ex- 
an ſuffered a little from the conſtraint he laid 
elf under, for fear of. falling into. Tome. indiſcre- 


** ton #, or that he thought the affectation of a myſ⸗ 


terious air did more honour to himſelf and the party, 


or indecd, that his diſcourſe was built on a ſyſtem ſo 


ſublime, and ideas ſo abſtracted, that he likewiſe Was 
loſt in it as well as J. 
IRScALL EH the duke from this too elevated light; 


and he told me in terms more plain, that the pro- 
teſtants were ſo much diſguſted at the king's con- 


ware. that he could allay their rege 


I The true character of the duke de Pouillon, is thus given us: 
On ſet purpoſe he uſed to expreſs himſelf,” ſays the writer of his 
life, in ſo dark and perplexed a manner, that he could give to what 


* By he ipoke any ſenſe that he pleaſed. He pretended that there. were 


© ſome nice conjunctures, in Which à man, muſt either be ſilent, or 
R follow his manner of ſpeak ing. Another maxim of the duke de 


 Bowilon's: according to the ſame writer, was, That a man. ought ts 


„be very cautious of giving any thing under his hand, A man in- 
ce terprets what he has ſpoken as he pleaſes; and he agrees only to ſo 
e much of it as he thinks proper, retrenehing a more or leſs. He ap- 
5e proves or diſapproves as he thinks convement. But the caſe is not 
de the ame with regard to what is written, &. M. de Sully was 
of a quite contrary opinion. We may find ſome politicians, who will 
not condemn the uke de Bouillon; but none who does not com- 

the duke de Sully. 
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otherwiſe, than by declaring war againſt Spain con- 
jointly with them; that, unleſs this was done, it 
would be impoſſible to perſuade them that they were 
not made a ſacrifice of, and for the future would be 
always expoſed to the violenees of the French catho- 
lies acting in concert with the pope and tlie Spa- 
niards. "This piece of intelligence, from the proof” | 
he brought of it, it is probable the duke himſelf * - 
thought as falſe as it really was. He ſaid that Vinle- 
roy was / commiffioned by the dukes of Lortan, 
* — and Mercceur, to ptopoſe to the king; 
who was then at Fountainebleau, this union be? 
tween France and Spain; and that the pope would 
not have refuſed the king his apoſtolic benediction, 
with a bull, acknowledging him king of France 
but becauſe he would have this union the prelimi- 
nary: To tnis proof Bouillon added others eus, 
groundleſs, by which he thought to make it appear 
that the catllolics had wholly eſtranged the king 
from the proteſtànts, and had prevailed upon him to 
uſe them with great injuſtice. The grievances of 
the proteſtants thus eſtabliſhed, the duke was will. 
ing to inform me of the remedy they had thought 
proper to apply. They were preparing, he ſaſd, to 
fortify immediately all their ſtrong towns; to chuſe 
a leader out of the kingdom, and within it, (but the 
place he did not name) to eſtabliſn a general council 
ſor the affairs of religion, to which all the different 
churches were to addreſs themſelves, and which was 
to determine, in the laſt reſort, all the affairs of the 
ten other provincial councils, into which the cal⸗- 
viniſt part of France was to be divided; and that 
the power of this ſovereign council might be abſolute 
and unconteſted, a protedtor or foreign prince was 
to be put at its head, capable of making it reſpected. 
Willst he was talking of theſe ſubjects, the 
duke of Bouillon, according to the occafion he had 
to dazzle, convince, or deceive me, aſſumed ſuecef- 
ſively the character of a friend and ally of the king's, 
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à good proteſtant, or a mere felator of facts, but al- 
ways that of a man conſummate in the politician's 


art, and the depoſitary of all the ſecret affairs of the 
.- - + Proteſtants... He could not, however, involve him- 


ſelf fo well in myſtery; but that I comprehended 
plainly enough, that all theſe ſchemes of high and 
tow councils, theſe regulations ſo — 
might very probably have their riſe in the duke's 
own brain, and not in the ſynods of St. Maixant, 
and St. Fol, as he would have hadime believe. This 
foreign prince for protector, eſpeeially, ſeemed to 
me to be entirely his on invention, and in reality 
_ - himſelf, who gave his own views for determined 
ſchemes, and whoſe ſole end (for what ſprings will 
not ambition put in motion yy was perhaps merely 
: this; that by communiecating theſe deſigns to the 


Court, as if the calyiniſts had really perſormed them, 


and were ready to put them in execution, I ſhould 
raiſe the king's indignation | againſt them; and by 

this artifice he would oblige the huguenots to take 
ſuch a reſolution. as be wiſhed, but durſt not openly 
Inſpire them with; which was, to chuſe him for a 
leader, whom the hatred and complaints of the ca- 
tholics pointed out to them for a defender. All that 
happened in the ſequel has but the more confirmed 
ien, A 
_ { AFTER having thus, as he imagined, made me 
ſubſervient to his deſigns, the duke reflected that he 
ſhould loſe more than he gained, if the king, of 
whoſe aſſiſtance he ſtood in need, ſhould entertain 
any ſuſpicion to his diſadvantage; he therefore re- 
ſerved a moſt refined ſtroke of policy for the laſt. 


ariſed, 


This was to aſſure me, that theſe propoſals had in- Z 


deed been made him; but that, far from approving 
them, or offering his affiſtance, he had done every 
thing in bis power to prevent ſuch deſigns taking 
place; in which he had not the good fortune to fuc- 
ceed. Can any thing be imagined more treacherous 
and crafty! Certainly, if the duke of Bouillon * ä 

| | 3 ; able 
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able to fatter bimſelf, that theſe arts would leave me 
in abſolute: ignotance of the affairs of the 
and the diſpoſitions of the ſeditious, be; covld not 


hinder me from perceiying at leaſt ſome of his o.ůl 1 


E A agatlts er EI | 
_ he a J F103 -200 
1 gin»: no otherwiſe anſwer a —— ſo full 
of artifice, than by- confining If to plain and 
ſumple truths, which is the moſt ual way to diſ- 
concert theſe ſo curiouſly-diſguiſed--politicians. a 
aſſured him, in a few words, that the king was not, 
nor ever would be, changed with 
teſtants; that he was willing to grant them all the 

advantages they could reaſonably demand, but that 
the preſent ſituation of his affairs would oblige bir 
to deſer ſome time longer 


friendſhip: fo 
thoſe, — — an da n b b 


* 


him to hate her: 
and that he would always prrſerve à lively) feſens- 
ment of them, even if he were not to enter into te 
common concern of Europe,. to puren Hopi to tun 7 
deſign of the houſe of Auſtria for univerſal monarchy; ; 
| but that, in order to ſecure ſucceſs, i it Was 1 N 
that all ſhould, be quiet within his kingdom, ſince it 
might be expected that Spain would defend ede 1 
in a different manner, When ſhe faw aint a 
attacked, than ſhe had done in a war, W 
had only engaged as an auxiliary. 
Irop the duke de Bouillon, that Tread! 9. 15 
N lieved all he ſaid to me with regard to himſelf, fince- 
he muſt be ſenſible that the principles of honour, | 
Juſtice, and gratitude, pointed out to him too'plainly. 
the conduct he. ought to obſerve with the $14: to 
leave him a poſſibility of miſtaking it. He refuſed 
me the troops I demanded for Henry, nor would be 
permit me even to peruſe madam de Bouillor's laſt 
will; ſaying, that ſhe hadſealed it ina caſket, andex- 
acted A promiſe from him, that he'would not open it 
* Wu 5 is wat forms of law, if any one ſhould 
queſtion IE 


to the pro- 


thoſe: teſtimonies of h 
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queſtion the validity of it; and that ſnhe had after- 
. wards obliged him to confirm this promiſe with an 
dodath. It was not difficult for me to comprehend 
that any remonſtrances from me would be uſeleſs; 
therefore my commiſſion being nom completed, I re- 
ſolved to return immediately to Laon. 
I WAS greatly ſurprized, on my arrival t the 
camp, to meet the king, who was going to hunt, 
paſſing ſo near the walls of the city that he was 
within muſquet- ſhot of it: but I was ſoon informed 
that both Les had lain down their arms, the city 
having capitulated upon condition to ſurrender in 
ten days, if within that time they were not aſſiſted 
by an army, or at leaſt if a reinforement of eight or 
nine hundred men were not thrown into the place. 
Henry made me keep cloſe beſide him during the 
Chace, that he might hear all the particulars of my 
Ss journey. | When I told him that the duke of Bouil- 
me -refuſed to ſhew me the will of the deceaſed duch-: 
.. eſs, he replied; that he knew from thence what he 
aught to think of the donation. He entertained 


I n order to deftroy the ſuſpicions which the whole of this aceount 
might ' raiſe as to the reality of that donation, of the dutcheſs of 
Bouillon, I will give you what the duke de Bouillon's biographer ſays 
on this head. By her laſt will, ſays he, ſhe appointed the duke: 
de Bouillon, her; huſband, her univerſal heir. It was currently re- 

4 ported that, notwithſtanding this laſt Will of the dutchels, the ſuc- 
& ceſſion would be conteſted with her huſband: the truth is, Charles 
* de la Mark, the count de Maulevrie; uncle to Charlotte de la Mark, 
& alledged that this ſucceſſion belonged to him, and that ſhe could 
et not diſpoſe of it, in favour of her huſband, to his. prejudice. 
The duke de Montpenſier pretended likewiſe, that the ſovereign- 
ce ties of Bouillon, Sedan, Jamets, and Raucourt, could not be con- 
&* teſted with him; as he had been ſubſtituted therein by Robert de 
* la Mark, the laſt duke of Bouillon. The duke de Bouillon thought 
« it more eligible to accommodate matters with theſe two claimants, 
than to engage in a law-ſuit, which would divert him from the 
« execution of his grand defigns : the accommodation was concluded; 
& and the ſovereign juriſdiction of Bouillon, Sedan, and Raucourt, 
“ remained in property to him.“ Hift. de Henry duc de Boulllon, 
par Marſolier, tom; II. liv, iv. This hiſtorian likewiſe ſpeaks of the 

duke de Sully's journey to Sedan, and of the protection which Henry 
IV. offered the duke de Bouillon on this occaſion. But here we can- 
not but obſerve, that it would have been much better not to quote, N 

. thia , 
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the ſame opinion of the duke of Bouillon 28 1 did, 
„ho offers, ſaid he, “ to be a mediator: in diſ- 

a « turbances which ;he himſelf has been the author 
of.“ Nor was he leſs diſpleaſed at his refuſing to 
ſend the troops he demanded: but in the preſent 
conjuncture it was neceſſary that his majeſty ſhould 
Ta diflemble all theſe oceaſions of diſcontent with-the © 1» 
duke; and therefore, in public, he ſeemed to be ve- - 
ry well ſatisfied with his conduct, and determined 
to maintain him in Sedan. With reſpect to the war 
with Spain, which I was commiſſioned to propoſe to 
bim, he deferred g on it to mother a, 4 
in full council. * 
I' ux count as Rommerive, du Bene and Jean- 2 
nin; finding, it impoſſible for them to prevent the in- 
1 of the citizens and the garriſon of Lan, 
who were incenſed againſt them as tyrants that had 
rendered their domination inſupportable, thought 
proper to yield before the time preſcribed for deliver- 
ing the city to the king. They had no longer any 
hopes of aſſiſtance after the misfortune which hap- 
pened to a reinforcement the duke of Maienne en- 
deavoured to throw into the place. This reinforce- 
ment coming too late near Laon, to have any hopes 
of ſurprizing the beſiegers, thought it beſt to ait 
for night in the wood, where they kept themſelves | 
_ concealed all day. The king hunting in that part 
of the foreſt at the ſame time, his dogs — the 
ambuſcade. The enemies, although eight or nine 
hundred in number, inſtead of ſhewing themſelves, 
or attacking the king, who had only three hundred 
horſe with him, thought they-ſhould be able to avded 


"This ſubject, Sully's Memoirs, than to diſguiſe their ſenſe, and con- 
ceal, as he has done, the objection that ariſes ſrom the text of theſe 
Memoirs: and this ſo much the rather (it would be to no purpoſe to 
diſſemble it, after all that has been ſaid of it, and very lately, by 
Amelot de la Houſſaye, in his Memoirs, in the article Bouillon la 

Mark) ſo much the rather, I ſay, as Henty IV. and the duke de 
2b . are not hy hy Frey who em to doubt of the N of fuch 
| tion, 
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ME M G 1 R's © Book VII. 
an abſolute discovery by ſeparating, the better to 
eonceal themſelves: but the dogs in continued to 
purſue them, and the King's troop arriving in the 
mean time, they were ſurprized in ſo great a diſ- 
order, that our footmen and ſervants only, without 
any aſſiſtance from the three hundred horſemen, 
made themſelves maſters of vent) and Anal them 
: ne inge 
+7 AFTER the ſurrender of Cabin the king j 
neceſſary to take a journey to the fonte be L Plan. 
ders; his chief inducement to it being the hopes that 

many of theſe cities would ſurrender to him at his 
approach. The event did not anſwer his expectati- 
ons; and his majeſty drew no other advantage from 

+ His journey, than confirming in their allegiance 
Amiens, Abbeville, Montreuif, Peronne, and ſeveral 
other cities, into each of which he made a ſolemn 
entry. I can ſay no more of the tranſactions here, 
the king's ſervice ealling me at that time to Paris up- 
on affairs of leſs importance than the former, and 
which for that reaſon I ſhall not enter into a — 
cular detail of, any more than of what had paſſed in 
the different provinces ef the kingdom. The re- 
duction of Morlais, and Quimper, by marechal * 
d' Aumont, with the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh forces; 
the building of Fort du Croiſic, by the duke of 
Meroceur, at the head of the Spaniards, to be a 
check upon Breſt, were the moſt conſiderable exploits 
of the two parties in Brittany. Savoy, Piedmont, Pro- 
vence and Dauphine, continued to be the theatte of 
a f war always favourable to Leſdiguieres, againſt 
the duke of Savoy, notwithſtanding the defeat and 

taking t of Crequy. 


* He was killed the callowias year when dabei Comper, by a 
cannon-ball that broke his arm to ſhatters; being vpwards of ſeventy 
years of age: he ſaid no more,when he found himſelf wounded, than 

- thefe words, I baue got it, He was generally . and generally 
regretted, es Ris 905 and great qualities in M. de Thats vices. ; 
'+ See theſe military expeditions in the hiſtorians. 
1 Charles de NA ſon- in- law to Leſdiguieres, coming- 0 the re. 
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Tux duke of Maienne, ſeeing Laon taken, al- 
molt all Picardy in the king's party, the ehief officers 
of the league, and the duke of Guiſe himſelf, diſ- 


poſed to treat ſoon of an accommodation with his 


majeſty, yielded at laſt to the advice of the preſident 
Jeannin , who: had long preſſed him to fix himſelf 
in one particular province, and there make power- 
ful efforts in time, to render himſelf independent; 
ſo that, after fortune had ſubjected all to the king, 
which he doubted not would ſoon happen, he might 
ot leaſt have ſecured a retreat to the ter him in the 
reverſe of his. 

 BuxGunDyY was the rind fixed upon by the 
duke of Maienne; and he marched thither with his 
forces, after placing good garriſons in Dourlens, 
La- Fete, and Soiſſons. Beſides his being already in 
poſſeſſion of great part of this province, its contigui 
to Savoy, Franche Comte, Lorrain, Switzerland, 
and Germany, from whence he hoped to draw: preat 
ſupplies, was a farther inducement for him to fix 
there. The pope, and the emperor, ſeemed to en- 
ter into his views: he might ſtrengthen his right of 
conqueſt, by a reſignation in form, which Spain 
would grant him ſo much the more willingly, as by 
that means ſhe would revive a claim upon Bargukdy | 
long ſince ſuppreſſed, but never wholly renounced. 
All theſe probable advantages made it be believed by 

many perſons, that the ancient kingdom of Burgun- 

dy was upon the point of being reſtored. ' The d uke 
of Maienne's conduct in theſe quarters, the remain- 
Ing part of this year, and till the month of April j in 


lief of Aiguebelle, beſieged by the duke of Savoy, was defeated and 
taken priſoner. This did not happen till 15 


I know not if the author does not bear a little too lightly tax 
this preſident: at leaſt it has been ſaid that more than two years be- 
fore, at his return from Spain, he had been the firſt to adviſe the duke 
de Maienne to come to an agreement with the king ; as being diſguſt- 
ed at the haughtineſs and exceſſive vanity with which the king of 
Spain in treating with him, had faid, my town” of Paris, * town of 
Orleans, +as if France had actually been his own. 

\ The duke of Maienne was governor of this 2 | 2 
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the following, ſupported this opinion; and I had leſs 
reaſon than any other to doubt of his intention in 


this reſpect, after the letters I ſaw at Paris, in the 
hands of the cardinal of Bourbon 


Bur unfortunately for the duke of Matentie, the 


Burgundians were not diſpoſed to make choice of a 


ſubject for their maſter: they never before gave ſuch 
convincing proofs of their fidelity to their ſovereign. 
The duke of Guiſe beginning with endeavours to 
ſecure Beaune, by throwing aiſtrong garriſon into it, 


the burghers roſe againſt them, defeated them, and 


forced them to ſhut themſelves up in the caſtle: and 
as they might ſtill ſuffer great inconveniences from 


1 them, they fortified themſelves with barricades 
Bj againſt the caſtle, and invited marechal Biron to 
gome to their aſſiſtance, permitting him to lodge his 


little army fix weeks within their walls. They af- 


terwards attacked the caſtle in form, with a batte 


of twelve pieces of cannon; and carried on their 


capital. 


Hie died on the 28th of July, 


works fo vigorouſly, that they drove out at laſt the 
garriſon of the league. I ſhall give an aecount 


hereafter of the expeditions in Burgundy; at preſent 


1 muſt leave them, to return to the affairs of the 


I PERCEIVED the cardinal's illneſs to increaſe ſo 


. prodigiouſly every day, that, not doubting but his 
end was very near, I ſtaid at Paris to give the king 


immediate. nofice of it. He died without makin 


that diſpoſition, of his benefices + which he ſeemed to 
' have ſo ardently deſired. His majeſty was afflicted 
at his death, having loſt a good kinſman and an af- 


fectionate ſubject. He wrote to me, that he was 
tired with the importunity of ſeveral perſons who 
coveted the cardinal's ſpoils; and that, to get rid of 


+ He was archbiſhop of Rouen, abbẽ of St. Denis, of St. Gertaain- 
des-Pres, of St. Ouen and St. Catherine of Ronen, of Orcamp, &c. 
De Thou repreſents him as a prince who loved the ſciences; he was 

eloquent, mild, and of an agreeable diſpoſition, but extremely weak. 
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them, his 5 was, that they were already 
diſpoſed of. 


abbot de Tiron, certain —_ belonging to the 
chancellor and the governor of Fo 

yielded to him, for which thoſe-two gentlemen de- 

manded. to be largely indemnified out of the benefi- 


F 


ces of the deceaſed cardinal. The king was deſirous 


that the abbe de Tiron ſhould releaſe theſe abbeys 


to the proprietors, and receive in exchange for them 


His deſigns with regard to. theſe bene- 
| fices were as follows: In the agreement with the 


nt de l' Arche were 


the archbiſhoprick of Rouen, valued at thirty thou- 


ſand livres a year, but charged by the king with the 
payment of a penſion of four thouſand crowns, 
which he had promiſed to the chevalier d'Oiſe t, re- 
taining for himſelf Gaillon-houſe, which he deſigned 


to purchaſe from the abbe ; and ordered me to pe 4 


vail upon him to accept of this equivalent. As for 
the abbey of St. Ouen, one of the fineſt benefices 


W... 


the deceaſed cardinal had poſſeſſed, che king, as yet, 


had not beſtowed it on any one; and he had the 
goodneſs to tell me, that he would not do it with- 
out charging it with a penſion of ten thouſand livres 
for me. | 


Tux greateſt difficulty I met with in managing | 
the king's affairs at Paris, was to communicate his 


prudent ceconomy to the directors of his finances, 
the ſuperintendant eſpecially. The abuſe of ſuffer- 
ing the finances to become a prey to fayourites (an 
evil, the ſource of which may be traced back to the 
reign of Charles VIII.) had in this laſt reign increaſ- 
ed to ſuch a degree, that had a man of the greateſt 
induſtry, prudence, and integrity imaginable, been 
at the head of the finances, he perhaps would not 
have been able to prevent the bad conſequences of 
ſo prodigious a diſſipation: and, unhappily, f 4'O 


+ George de Brancas Villars, brother to admiral de Villars, 


1 Francis d'O, lord of Freſnes, Maillebois, &c. firſt gentleman 


of the bedchamber, governor of Paris and the iſle of France, ſuperin- 
tendant of the finances, &c, He ſurpaſſed kings and princes in ex- 
Vor. II. F *© travagance 


4 | i DE Wy, 
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poſſeſſed none of theſe qualities. His diſpofition, na- 
turally leaning towards profuſion, indolence, and vo- 
luptuouſneſs, had been wholly ruined by all thoſe 
vices for which the court of Henry III. was famous, 


\ Þ at} 


deep play, unbounded debauchery, expenſive follies, 


domeſtic diſorders, and extravagances of every kind. 
D'O was on a footing with Bellegarde , Souvrai, 
Villequier, Quelus, Saint-Luc, Maugiron, Saint- 
Megrin, Livarrot, Joyeuſe, Epernon, la Valette, du 
Bouchage, Thermes, and many other leſs declared 
favourites: and the title of minion was all the re- 
commendation he had for a poſt which the moſt 


careleſs princes think fit, for their own intereſt, to 
expect from thoſe with which they reward ſuch ſort 


* 


of ſervants. | 


Sven was the man by whom the finances were 


conducted at a time, when, minions and miſtreſſes 
being excluded from the council, one would have 
expected they ſhould have been put under other ma- 
nagements and what is ſtill more ſurprizing, the 


king, in his moſt urgent occaſtons, had not even the 


privilege of dividing his own revenues with the ſu- 
perintendant. D'O did not ſcruple to let him loſe 
2 city or a governor for the want of a very incon- 
ſiderable ſum of money, while at the ſame time 


he denied none to his own pleaſures. Licra- 


* travagance and prodigality; for, even to his ſuppers, he had pies 
% made of muſk and amber ſerved up, that amounted to twenty-five 
& thouſand crowns.” Journel de I'Etoile, ann. 1594, p. 37. 
Roger de St. Larry de Bellegarde. Gilles de Souvrai. Rene de 
Villequier. Fu: Levis de Caylus or Quelus, Francis d' Epinai 
de St. Luc. Francis de Maugiron. Paul Stuart de Cauſſade ſieur de 
St. Megrin, Jean d' Arces de Livarrot. Anne de Joyeuſe. 1 
Louis and Bernard de Nogaret. Henry de Joyeuſe, count du Bou- 
chage, afterwards a capuchin, John de St. Latry de Thermes, or 
Auguſtus baron of Thermes. Tho' Souvrai had been one of Henry 
TiI's favourites, he ſhould not be ranked in the number of this 
prince's minions : he was a man of an acknowledged merit and pro- 
bity. Henry III. ſaid, that if he were neither king nor prince, he 
would gladly be Souvrai, He refuſed the commiſſion with which 
Henry III. would have charged him, to aſſaſſinate the marechal de 
Montmorency, when in priſon. De Thou, b. Ixi. 
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mont +, governor of Catelet, applied to me, to ſolicit _ 
the payment. of his garriſon, from D'O; I thought 
the affair of ſuch importance, that I ſubdued my 
reluctance to aſk a favour of him, and acquitted 
myſelf of my commiſſion ; but with little ſucceſs, 
The ſuperintendant, after I had left him, faid to 
meſſieurs d'Edouville t and de Mouſſy, that he had 
rather ſee this place in the hands of Spaniards 
than proteſtants, Lieramont was of that religion. 
Mouſly, who was my kinſman, repeating this diſ- 
courſe to me, I declared to the ſuperintendant, that 
he ſhould be anſwerable for the place, if it were loſt 
for wantof this payment, But the menace had little 
effect on him. TR 

_ FokRTUNATELY for the king, a retention of ;uring  _ 
delivered him, a few days after, from ſo bad a ſub» 
jet. And it is worthy of obſervation, that this man, 
who was poſſeſſed of more than four millions, or xa- 
ther all the money in the kingdom, which he diſpoſed 
of almoſt abſolutely ; more ſplendid in his equipages, 
his furniture, and his table, than the king himſelf, 
was not yet abandoned by his phyſicians, - when his 
relations, who had always ſeemed to bear him great 
affection, his domeſtics [> and ſome. others, under 
the title of creditors, pillaged him with ſuch eager-! 1 
neſs, and ſo completely, that a long time before he 
expired there was nothing left but bare walls in the 
chamber where he lay; as if fortune thought fit to 
finiſh with him at leaſt by an act of juſtice | 


+ Francis de Dampierre, ſieur de Lieramont or Liermont, 

1. « ſieur d'Edouville, . . . . Bovtillier, ſieur Mouſſy. 

[He had no children by Charlotte Catherine de Villequierg his 
wife.“ Henry IV. playing at tennis with M. d'O, made him obſerve 
«© that the marker ftole their balls, and afterwards called to him 
< with a loud yoice, D'O, you ſee that all the world cheats us.” Le 
Grain, b. vii. . * 

$ © If,” ſays M. de Grillon, “each muſt give in his accounts _ 
© above, I believe that poor d'O will find himſelf much at a loſs to | 
find good documents for his.“ It was ſaid that he died very much 
© in debt, more than he was worth; and that there were five and 
© twenty or thirty officers in his houſe when he died, The trea- 2 
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Tut king returned to Paris to treat of a truce, 
which the duke of Lorrain requeſted inſtantly; and of 
an accommodation with the duke of Guiſe, who ſo- 
licited it by the dutcheſs + of Guiſe his mother, the 
king's couſin- german, and mademoiſelle de Guiſe 
his After. It muſt be confeſſed, that of all thoſe per- 
ſons who had been in arms againſt the king, the duke 
of Guiſe deſerved moſt indulgence. To the com- 
mon motives of religion and independence, which 
ſeemed to authorize all things, he joined that of a 
father aſſaſſinated by the command of the preſent 
king's predeceſſor. It was madam de Guile, his mo- 
ther, whoſe perſuaſions chiefly induced him to take 
this ſtep: ſhe was continaally repreſenting to her 
- ſon, that the revolt of the princes and nobility of the 
kingdom, which in the beginning was juſtified by 
religion, became criminal after Henry had removed 
the only obſtacle that could hinder him from enjoy- 
ing his right of inheritance to the crown. 
| , any other age, which had not, like this, loſt 
every diſtinction between virtue and vice, this wo- 
man would have been the ornament of her ſx, for 
the qualities of her heart and mind. Her whole con- 
duct was regulated by a native rectitude of ſoul ; fo 
that it was eaſy to ſee that ſhe had not even the idea 
of evil, either to act or to adviſe it: and at the ſame 


Py. : 
* $ _ 


| 


te ſurers regretted him extremely, and called him their father: it 
% was even ſaid, that three of them gave each fifty crowns to Collot 
% to engage him to dreſs him properly. M. le Grand, his good 
« friend, was almoſt diſtracted for his loſs; for he allowed him every 
« year one hundred thouſand franks to ſpend. Madame was not at all 
& ſorry for it, becauſe he almoſt ſtarved her: thoſe of the religion re- 
& oretted him as little, for he wiſhed them no good. Madam de 
« Liancourt mourned for him, becauſe ſhe could do with him as ſhe 
bc pleaſed; and if he kept her in favour with the king---- M, Se- 
«© guier, the dein, who affiſted him to the laſt, as likewiſe did his 
& brothers, repeated to him, as he was dying, Have mercy on me, O 
« Grd, Some of the laſt words he ſpoke were, Remember me to his 
&« majeſty; he will know better, after my death, wherein I have 
« heen of ſervice to him, than he did while I lived.” L'Etoile, ibid, 

+ Catherine of Cleves, wife to the duke of Guiſe who was killed 
at Blois, Charles of Lorrain duke of Guile, 


time 
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time of ſo ſweet a diſpoſition, that ſne never was 
ſubject to the ſmalleſt emotion of hatred, malignity, 
envy, or even ill humour. No woman ever poſſeſ- 
ſed ſo many graces of converſation, or added to a wit 
ſo ſubtil and refined, a ſimplicity ſo artleſs and agree- 

able. Her repartees were full of falt and ſprightli - 
neſs; and the pleaſing, as well as greater qualities, 
ſo happily blended in her compoſition, that ſhe w 
at once, tender and lively, tranquil and gay. It 
was not long before the king became perfectly well 
acquainted with the character of this lady; and from 
that moment he not only forgot all his reſentment, 
but alſo behaved towards her with all the familiarity 
and frankneſs of a ſincere friend. He conſented to 
give the neceſſary paſſports to the ſieurs de la Ro- 
chette, Perigord, and Bigot, whom the duke of 
Guiſe ſent to propoſe his demands; and, hol 
ſubdued by the inſtances of theſe two ladies, na | 
on his ode, three agents to treat with the duke: 
theſe were the chancellor de Chiverny, the 
Jake de Retz, and Beaulieu-Ruſe, ſecretary of 
R | 3 
 Taxse three perſons, to ſhew their great ſkill in _ 
Negotiating, bogey at. firſt by uſing. all thoſe turns 
and artifices which policy has unſeaſonably intro= 2 
duced in the place of that frank and open condutt, 
that without deceiving any one, produces the ſame 
effect. Their conferences laſted ten days ſucceſs * 

| fively; yet at the end of this time the ſmalleſt pre- 

= | liminary was not fettled. Madam de Guiſe, who 

| was tortured by theſe affected delays, came one day 

into the king's apartment, when his majeſty did me 

the honour to converſe with me, holding my hand; 

and turning the diſcourſe upon the treaty with her 

fon, ſhe complained to the king, with her uſual 

gracefulneſs, but mingled with a little impatience, 
that he had employed three men, “ who go, faid 

ſhe, „three different roads to reach no end; the firſt 

by never ſaying more than theſe words, Ve muſt 

a2 F 3 te conſider; 
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Tus king returned to Paris to treat of a truce, 
which the duke of Lorrain requeſted inſtantly; and of 
an accommodation with the duke of Guiſe, who ſo- 
licited it by the dutcheſs + of Guiſe his mother, the 
Kkeing's coulin-german, and mademoiſelle de Guiſe 
is fiſter. It muſt be confeſſed, that of all thoſe per- 
ſons who. had been in arms againſt the king, the duke 
of Guiſe deſerved moſt indulgence. * To the com- 
©. ©, mon motives of religion and independence, which 
C ſeemed to authorize all things, he joined that of a 
father aſliflinated by the command of the preſent 
king's predeceſſor. It was madam de Guiſe, his mo- 
ther, whoſe perſuaſions FRY induced him to take 
= this ftep: ſhe was continvally repreſenting to her 
= fon, that the revolt of the princes and nobility of the 
"Kingdom, which in the beginning was juſtified by . 
ion, became criminal after Henry had removed 
tte only obſtacle that could binder him from enjoy- 
"of y his Tight of inheritance to/the crown. 


in | 
I any other age, which had not, like this, Joſt 

== every diſtinction between virtue and vice, this wo- 
man would have been the ornament of her ſex, for 
za the qualities of her heart and mind. Her whole con- 
| duct was regulated by a native rectitude of ſou] ; fo 


that it was eaſy to fee that ſhe had not even the idea 


bot evil, either to act or to adviſe it: and at the fame 


. Mffarers' regretted him extremely, and called him their father: it 
N * was even ſaid, that three of them gave each fifty crowns to Collot 
to engage him to dreſs him properly. M. le Grand, his good 
friend, was almoſt diſtracted for his loſs; for he allowed him every 
« year one hundred thouſand franks to ſpend. Madame was not at all 
e ſorry for it, becauſe he almoſt ſtarved her: thoſe of the religion re- 
& oretted him as little, fgr he wiſhed them no good. Madam de 
« Liancourt mourned for him, becauſe ſhe could do with him as ſhie 
e pleaſed; and if he kept her in favour with the king -M. Se- 
4% guier, the dein, who affiſted him to the laſt, as likewiſe did his 
& brothers, repeated to him, as he was dying, Have mercy on me, 0 
„ Ged. Some of the laſt words he ſpoke were, Remember me to his 
« majeſty; he will know better, after my death, wherein I have 
6 been of ſervice to him, than he did while I lived.” L'Etoile, ibid, 
I Catherine of Cleves, wife to the duke of Guiſe who was killed 
21 Blois. Charles of Lorrain duke of Guile, r 
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time of ſo ſweet a diſpoſition. that ſhe never was 


ſubject to the ſmalleſt emotion of hatred, malignity, 
| 7 4 or even ill humour. No woman ever pe 

ſed ſo many graces of converſation, or added to a wit 
ſo ſubtil and refined, a ſimplicity. ſo artleſs and agrees 
able. Her xepartees. were full of falt and {prightli» 
neſs; and the- pleaſing, as well as greater qualities, 
fo happily, blended in her gompoſition, that ſhe was 
at once, tender and lively, tranguil and g 3 
42s not long before the king became perfectly well 
acquainted with the character of this lady; and from 
that moment he not only forgot all his reſentment; 
but alſo behaved. towards. her with all the familiarity 


7 and fr ankneſs of a ſincere friend. He 1 pf a 


ive the neceſſary paſſports to the ſieurs de la Ro 


chette, Perigord, and Bigot, whom the duke of. 


ſubdued by the inſtances of theſe two ladies, 
on his ſide, three agents to treat with the duke: 


theſe were the chancellor de Chixerny, che 


duke de Retz, and Beaulicu-Ruſe, ſecretary of 

Rees ro at nts bop on digs ors SEN 
+. . TazsE three perſons, to ſhew thei goons ſkill im 
De began at firſt y uſing, al a 
and artifices., which policy has unſeaſonably intro 
duced in the place of that frank and open conduct, 


that without deceiving; any one, produces the ese 
effect. Their conferences Jaſted ten days ſuggels. 
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Guiſe ſent to propoſe his demands; and, wholly ; 


thoſe turns 


ä ſively; yet at the end of this time the ſmalleſł 


liminary was not ſettled. Madam de Guiſe, WS 


was tortured by theſe affected delays, came one day 
the honour to converſe with me, holding my han 
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fon, ſhe complained to the king, with her uſual 


gracefulneſs, but mingled with a little impatience, 


that he had em three men, „ who go,; faid 


ſhe, three different roads to reach no end; the füt 
'« by never ſaying more than theſe words, V . 
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into the king's apartment, when his majeſty did . ; 
and turning the diſcourſe upon the treaty with 3 
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„ Let us di better : the ſe- 
1 7 Himſelf, although 

aks continuall yi and the third, never 
44 2. elite to find fault.“ This was, in rea ty, the 
true koh, Ph of the three negotiators. This lady, 


"We muſt 4 VT 


ſuffering herſelf to be wholly tranſported: by her 
mei for: the king, and tendernefs for her ſon, taking 


His mafeſty's hand, which ſhe kiſſed, notwithſtand- 


o receive the returning allegiance of the 
uke of Guiſe, and give her the conſolation to ſee 


t s endeayours to the contrary, ſhe con- 
1 ey Pls 


| her er % to the favour of their king. She 


ke with an effuſion of heart fo ſtrong an lively, 
at the king, affected by it even to tears, could not 


: Aer himſelf from anſwering, Well couſin, what 
| <. is it Jou deſire me to do I can refuſe you no- 


thing.“ All 1 defire,” replied ſhe, . is, that you 
4 Will name the perfon whoſe hand your maj 


holds to treat with my ſon,” “What!“ return- 
ed the king, this wicked huguenot. Truly I 


« grant him you very willingly, although I know 
« that he is your Kinſman, and that he has a very 


1 u 12 
great friendſhip for you.“ That moment 
He took away the lence of this afar from the 


three commiſſaries, and cauſed a commiſſion, un- 


der the ork, ſeal, to be given to me; not only ſor 


ſettling t ty with the duke of Guiſe *, but al- 


J0 for Hy affairs of the whole province of Cham- 


Paigne. It may be eaſily imagined; that after this 


ov 1 the chancellor bore me no Fee 


of an old and artfut courtier, to appear ſo much the 
more obliging and reſpectful to thoſe who are in fa- 

1 reſentment he harbours againſt them in 
His heart is ſevere and a 8171055 1 indeed, 
excelled in this art. 


1 „Se M, de Tho, b. nl eee 


odation with the duke of Guiſe:* 
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Tus duke of Guiſe had begun with very extra- 
vagant propoſitions, which if he had inſiſted upon, 
would have rendered his treaty ineffectual. Doubt» 
| leſs, he was induced to make them, thfough his 
knowledge of thoſe perſons. to whom he was refers 


red: he thought, that to obtain ſomething he mult * 


demand a great deal. He claimed no leſs than the 


poſt of high ſteward of the king's houſhold, which 


tae count of Soiſſons had been in poſſeſſion of ever 


ſince the aſſaſſination of the duke of Guile, hen ie 


was beſtowed upon him; to poſſeſs the government 


of Champaigne, which had likewiſe been given to 7 


the duke of Nevers; to enjoy alſo the bensfices gf 
his uncle, the cardinal of Guile, particularly the 


archbiſhopric of Rheims, then actually poſſeſſed by 

M. du Bec, a relation of madam de Liancourt, 
king's miſtreſs. He added ſeveral other articles z,but, ” =. 
theſe three gave riſe to the greateſt difhculties. The 
duke of Guiſe, being informed of the change of the 7 
commiſſioners, reſolved immediately do Jeflen' the 

extravagance of his demands; and wrote to the 


ducheſs, his mother, and to his agents, to conclude 


a treaty with me upon reaſonable conditions, and 
even at any price whatever. He had ſoon aſtet 


new inducement to finiſh the treaty, as ſoon as pol- 


ſible, which I was ignorant of: he had diſcovered” 


that the city of Rheims (the moſt conſiderable pre- 
ſent he had to offer the king) deſig ning to make'a 
merit of returning to its obedience voluntarily, had 


ſolicited the reſt of the province to do the like; an 


had already drawn great part of it into their views. 
The duke of Guiſe, to prevent this inconvenienc 
having attempted to place a garriſon there, the inha- 


bitants declared that they would guard the city them. 
ſelves; and this refuſal cauſing a debate, they an- 


- 


ſwered the duke's menaces by others no leſs haughty. 

AFTER the ſecond conference I had with the 
duke's agent, there was no mention either of the 
poſt of high ſteward of the 
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de ME MO IRS Bock Vn. 
4 ment of Champaigne, or of the benefices; and thoſe 
three obſtacles being removed, I ſaw very little dif- 
 Heulty remaining. I propoſed to the king, the draw- 
ing the duke of Guiſe from Champaigne, to fix him 
in Provence, by giving him that government for a 
.recompence ;- fo that his intereſt there being united 
with that of Leſdiguieres, and Ornano, who ſup- 
ported the king's party againſt the duke of Epernon, 
they might at once join to reduce the power of that 
formidable fubjet. The king confented to this' ſo 
much the more willingly, as by the manner in which . 
-_ the family of Guiſe acted with him, he judged he 
might depend upon their fidelity; and he ordered 
me to conclude with him upon this plan. I made 
the propoſal to the duke's agents, and, upon reiterat- 
commands from his majeſty, uſed ſo much dili- 
gende in ſettling all other matters, that the next 
- evening the treaty with the duke of Guiſe was con- 
daluded and ſigned by me for 3 by madam 
| Pr. Guiſe, Sin. the duke's three commiſſioners, for 
Tux next day fix deputies from the city of Rheims 
arrived at Paris; and, addreſſing themſelves to me, 
told me, that the king needed not beſtow any great 
Tewards upon the duke of Guiſe, not only becauſe 
| Rheims was no longer in his power, but becauſe the 
= inhabitants were ready to deliver him up to the king. 
=_— They did not require to be introduced to his ma- 
= jeſty, but ſaid they would be ſatisfied with his ap- 
_— _ probation in writing, or only mine; ſubmitting 
do the king to grant them what recompence he. 
_— ſhould think fit: and ended with offering me, ac- 
& cording to cuſtom, a preſent of ten thouſand crowns, 
which IT neither could, nor would accept of. I 
thanked them in the king's name for their good- 
will; and aſſured them that he would, with great 
pleaſure, receive this teſtimony of it. I deferred 
giving them an anſwer, till I had received orders 
from his majeſty, to whom I went GT to 
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relate all that had paſſed, The king was at that time 

n his cloſet, from whence he ING: every one but 
1 depart, and liſtened to me walking, often 
ſhaking his head, and ſmiling, through a refleftion - 3 

on the natural levity and inconſtancy of the people. 
He afterwards took. me aſide to the window, and de- 
ſired me to tell him what terms I was upon with the 
duke of Guiſe. As ſoon as I had informed him that 
the treaty was concluded, he did not heſitate a ing 
ment whether or not he ſhould obſerve it; but he 
would not, however, appear inſenſible of the affec> 
tion of the city of Rheims. I introduced che de- 
puties to him, whom he thanked as became a 
king, beſtowing upon them a very conſiderable xe- 
ward with an air ſo gracious, that Let returned full 
of joy and admiration. 

Th x treaty with the T4 4 Guiſe being 2 
the uſual —— ſigned by + Gevres for the Ling the 
ducheſs and Gi ws} Al de Guiſe demanded his 
majeſty's permiſſion for the duke to come himſelf, 
and —— him of his obedience. I wrote to him tc 
ſeek for no other ſecurity. than that permiſſion: and 
be made no ſcruple to comply with my injunctions. 
He aſſembled as many of his Fienda as he could, and 
came and. threw himſelf at the king's feet, with ſo 
many marks of a ſincere repentance, that the king, 
who penetrated into his inmoſt ſoul, inſtead of , 
proaches, or a ſilence, which on ſuch occaſions i 
more terrible than the ſevereſt reproaches, made uſe 
of all his endeavours to reaſſure him; he A i 
him three ſeveral times, honoured him with the name 
of nephew, treated him with the greatelt tend 7 
neſs and freedom, and without affecting a 
avoid or recall what had paſſed, mentioned the * | 
ceaſed duke of Guiſe with honour. He ſaid that 
* had been friends in their youth, although often 


"4 Lewis Potier de 'Gevres, ſecretary of Pate. From him is de- 
ſcended the branch of the Gevres; and from Nicolas Potier de Blane- 
menil his elder WE of Moes. n IK 4: x; » 3435 
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em in a fixed averſion to the duke of Alengon. A 
friend, who endeavours to reconcile himſelf to his 


friend after a flight quarrel, eould not have behaved 
- otherwiſe ; and all thoſe that were witneſſes of this 
- Yeception, could never futficiently admire a king, 


who, with fo many qualities to inſpire fear, employed 
1 agg mr Lrvated love. | REY fe 
I 'ns duke of Guife, abſolutely gained this diſ- 


| Courſe, replied to the king, that he would neglect 


nothing to render himſelf worthy of the honour his 
majeſty did the memory of his father, and the ſenti- 


ments he was pleaſed to entertain of himſelf: and 
from that time he took ſuch care to convince him 


that his reſpect and fidelity to him would continue 
inviolable, that the king, forgetting all which any 


8 other, in his ſituation, would have apprehended from 


the raiſing again a family which had made kings 
tremble, lived with him familiarly, and admitted bim 


with the other courtiers into all his parties of plea- 


. 


ſure ; for ſuch was the character of Henry, that that 
exterior gravity, which the royal dignity makes it ne- 


b ST to aſſume, never hindered him from refigning 
: * 


himſelf up freely to pleaſures, which an equality 


conditions ſpreads over ſociety. The truly great man 
knows how to be by turns, and as occaſions require, 
whatever he ought to be, maſter, or equal, king, or 
 Ettizen : it is no diminution of his greatneſs, to un- 


bend himſelf in A ger that he ſhews him- 
felf, in his pub 
all the duties of his high ſtation: the courtier wi 


ic character, capable of 2 0 


never forget that he is with his maſte. 


| 
| 
i 
= 
14 
| 


Manu de Guiſe entering the king's ap 
fome days after, when the duke of Guiſe preſented 


the napkin to his majeſty for a light repaſt which he 
tocxk in the afternoon, ſhe again took occaſion to ex- 
pPreſt her gratitude to him for his goodneſs to her 
ſon, and told him, with a lively emotion, * 
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the duke of Guiſe was deficient in his duty and obes 


dience, ſhe would diſinherit him, and diſown him 


for her ſon. The king, running to embrace her, | „ 


aſſured her that he, on his ſide, would ever preſerve - 
for the duke, and his whole family, the tenderneſs 5 

of a father. oy _— 
Tux treaty I hadjuſt concluded with the duke of = 
- Guiſe, did not fail to be exclaimed againſt. . 
His own particular enemies, —=_ 

which ſwarm about a court, who have no other buſi- 

neſs than to decry the conduct of perſons in place, 
united themſelves againſt me, and being ſecretly ſup- 
ported by thoſe from whom the -cognizance of this 

affair was taken, proclaimed . where, that Iun- 


that fott-of pond 0 


dertook this commiſſion only to pleaſe madam des 


Guiſe. The duke of Epernon was not ſilent on this 
occaſion; and whenever the duke of Guile and 
were mentioned together, he conſtantly ſaid, th 


had offended the one without cauſe, 0 oblige the 1 
other againſt all reaſon. Theſe diſcourſes. were ſo = 


often repeated to the king, that he was at laſt made 


to believe, I had acted with rather too much precipi - : a 4 
tation : however, he was een n W 


on that account. + 

Ir was not difficult for me to juſtify-myſelf;z J which — 

I did by an apology in writing, and pteſented it t“ 
the king. I there defended my conduct with the 


following reaſons: That the ——— not poſſiblix 


grant the three articles before- mentioned, without 
giving diſguſt to a great many other perſons; not. 
withſtanding which, he would have been obliged tt 

nt them, if he had not had a government to bes / 
flow w upon the duke, which was. the leaſt recom» 
pence he could expect, after reſigning Champaigne, 
and yielding up ſo many other claims: "That with 3 
regard to the government which was given him, no 


ather could choſen, from whence fewer bad 4 | 


conſequences might be feared, than from Pro- 


— — — 


—— 
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danger of perpetuating the war in t 


vence +. © For upon a ſuppoſition that the duke of 
Guiſe might hereafter become capable of forgetting 
the new oath of allegiance” he had taken, there was 
little danger to be apprehended from him in a pro- 


+ 


vince which had no communication with Lorrain, 
the Low Countries, and Burgundy eſpecially : on 
the contrary, although none of the duke's demands 


had been complied with, except the continuing him 
in the government of Champaigne, yet by that, the 
e countries 


Was incurred: That it was the king's intereſt to re- 


ment of Champaigne upon a man who ſhould not 


de only ſincerely attached to his ſervice, but whoſe © | 
integrity likewiſe ſhould be ſo well known, that the 
rebels in Burgundy might deſpair of ever bringing 


him to favour their views. With regard to the con- 


veniency of fixing upon Provence for the duke of 


Guide, I added that argument relating to the duke 


of Epernon, which I have already touched upon. LI 


' recalled to the king's remembrance, in a few words, 


the many occaſions of complaint this man, had given 


pe m, his repeated revolts, his intrigues to diſengage 


all the catholics from his majeſty's party, his inſolent 
boaſt that he would never acknowledge any ſuperior 


in his government, his laſt proceedings at Villemur, 
and many other circumſtances which certainly would 
do no honour to the hiſtory of this imperious ſub- 

ject. It was oppoſing one leader of the league by 


another, whom a thouſand motives, beſides that of 


nis own intereſt, which ought always to be regarded 


as the moſt powerful, concurred to regulate his con- 


duct by a ſyſtem quite contrary to his former views. 


Wrrnour dwelling ' upon the orders his-majeſty 


had given me with regard to the duke of Guile, 


7 


nor the danger of a longer delay ; although the 


++ The government was afterwards taken from him by cardi nal 
Richkeu; who likewiſe tcok that of Picardy from the duke d'El- 
Feuf, and that of Burgundy from the duke de Bellegarde, * 


a 


1 


- 


* 


* 


ſerve to himſelf the power of beſtowing the govern- 
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treaty with him had not been ſo advantageous as it 


was eaſy; to prove it was, I repreſented to the king, 


that he could not act rigorouſly towards a man, who © 
had fo ſteadily refuſed all the offers and moſt flatter- 

ing promiſes from Spain, the dukes of Savoy, and 
Lorrain, and the other enemies of the ſtate , to pre- 


vail upon him to continue a war, which, however | 4 
| ſhort a time it had laſted, would have been a greater 


| inconvenience to him, than all he had granted to the 


duke of Guiſe. Nor ought it to be thought a mat- 
ter of little conſequence (whatever his and my ene» 
mies could ſay) to gain over a man whoſe name and 
birth would always [procure him a powerful party. 


1 agree with them, if they pleaſe, that this lord after 7 


all, made but an inconſiderable ſacrifice of unjuſt 
claims, and uncertain expectations; nay, I will re- 
duce'it lower, and aſcribe it all to the king's gene: 


roſity ; yet, if by that means, he bound to his intereſt © 


not a ſingle man only, but a _ reſpectable for 


their alliances, their riches, and i 


luence, it cannot 
he called an uſeleſs generoſity. . 


Tux king was ſtruck by theſe reaſons; and ſeems 


ed greatly ſurprized at my exact knowledge of Epers 
non. He did not think it proper to permit this 


writing to be publiſhed, becauſe of the truths it con- 


tained, which it was not yet time to reveal. I ſub⸗ 


mitted, without any difficulty, for I never gave my» 
ſelf much trouble about the efforts of envy, having 5 


always looked upon that paſſion as an incurable dis 
eaſe, The duke of Guiſe's whole conduct for the 


future made a ſtill greater apology for me: he began 
his government by fo clear 2 — a declam- 
tion of his ſentiments, that the ſeditious wits oe : 
ons of all hopes of ever being able to ſeduce him. 
n all occaſions wherein the king's ſervice, or the 


good of the ſtate, required his affiſtance, he behaved 


| + Theduke of Guiſe was hated by the league, eſpecially fine he 
time he had killed with his own hand, in a tumult, the fieur de , 


with. 


Paul, his field lieutgnant, who was much beloved by them, 


. 
1 * 


# 1 9 * 7 3 * * 
232 


"mw ME MOTR S 


* * A 4 A 4 _ * 
— " N - n = Dry + s * . 5 4 a. LY C * 4 
5 r A r oe fell; Wy * r ä * oa . ? 
* 1 W 7 4 PO ASE WTI Ts IA | AY . * . y * 1 
* — N f 4 f 9 * . i > - * 2 1 
„ ® 7 9 9 8 4 n R N n ms ST. 
[2 * 'F F " : "4 Sh. F 5 - A 
* * « - * 7 
3 a 0 . N wit WY 
* 0 . y 7 * 


with equal firmneſs and prudence. The reduc- 


— 


« 
»*,& 4 
F. * 
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tion 1 of Marſeilles, which was with reaſon thought 
dne of the beſt ftrokes of that Kind, was his work ; 


and with the help of Leſdiguieres, and the counteſs 


of Sault, he fo well humbled the haughty Epernon, 


that he at laſt obliged him to reftrain his rebellious 


_ diſpoſition ; and this proud fubject was ſeen to ſub- 
mit to the king's mercy, and became one of his moſt 


aſſiduous courtiers r Oe | 
INEVER was unwilling to do juſtice to the duke 


| of Epernon, to be among the firft to enhance the va- 


lue either of his perſonal ſervices, or thoſe of his ſol- 
diers at Limoges, Saint-Germain, Ville-bois t, Char- 


1 tres, Boulogne, Montauron, Antibes, and even at 


Villemur. I am ſorry that the ſubject I treat on ne- 


ceſſarily engages me in a diſcuſſion which may leſſen 


the advantageous opinions that have been conceived 
of him; but, ſince this is a place where nothing 
ſhould be concealed or diſguiſed, what can, what 


-ought to be thought, of his conduct in Provence ? 


F This town was upon the point of being delivered up ut king. 
of Spain, by two of its burgeſſes, named Charles Caſault, and Lewis 
d Ai; when the duke of Guiſe-found means to make himſelf maſter 


3 of it, by intelligence held with Peter and Bartholomew Libertat, two. 


brothers, who were alſo burgeſſes of the ſame town. They flew Ca- 


fault, beat the troops of the Spaniſh fide, and let in, through the 
Porte-reale, the duke of Guiſe, who performed this enterprize with a 


| we deal of conduct. See de Thou, b. cxvi. D*Aubigne, tom, III. 
v. 


iv. chap. 12. Henry IV. upon receiving the ne the reduc-. 
tion of Marſeilles, faid, © It is now that I am king.” In the fol- 
lowing campaign, the duke of Guiſe ſhewed a great deal of valour, in 


_. purſuing the Spaniards as far as Givry ; and killed with his own hand, 
© trooper belonging to the enemy, who had given him defiance, Hen- 
y IV. embracing him, ſpoke theſe words, Thoſe who find old ex- 


e amples of virtue before them, muſt imitate and repeat them, for 


8 © ſuch as come after. P. Matthieu, tom. II. liv. i. p. 192. 


t See on each of theſe actions, I'Hiſt. de la vie du due d Epernon, 
printed at Paris, ann. 1655. Villebois is a town of Angoumais, 
which at this day is called la Valette. You may likewiſe conſult the 
fame hiftory, as to the reproaches which our Memoirs give this dukez 


but he cannot be juſtified in every particular; and even his own hiſ- 


totian looks upon it as impoſſible. All that can be faid is, that M. 


1 de Sully took. pleaſure to aggravate faults, which the laſt years of the 


duke d'Epernon's life have almoſt entirely effaced. 
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Certainly, t6 aſcribe it all to bigotry in his religion, 


is Kn the utmoſt ſavour to his reputation. His 
„who ſo loudly extol his moſt inconſider- 


able 5 ought to be a lade more moderate when 


they reflect on his frequent revolts, and acts of qiſ- 


obedience; or begin by eſtabliſhing it for a truth, 
that a ſubject may be irreproachable, yet fail in his 
duty to his king and his country, introduce diſcord 


and confuſion to gratify his ambition, and give to vio- 


lence the name of right. If any panegyrics are to 


be beſtowed here, doubtleſs it is the king who merits 
them, who, after all theſe offences, received Epernon 


with open arms, and never excluded him from fa+ 


vours; which in every reſpec, conſidering his beha- : 


viour, were indeed mere favours to him, 


AFTER: the death of d'O, there appeared among 
the candidates a man, who, it was immediately 


thought, would have the poſt of ſuperintendant; this 5 


was Nicolas de whey +, who wanted neither capa- 


city, nor experience, for that ſtation, Sancy might be 


very properly called a man of wit, uſing this term in x 
the ſenſe that is generally given it, to denote vivacity, | 
Mus, and quickneſs of apprehenſion. But, as it 


ſeldom found, that an excellent ju Judg gment'is 
joined to theſe qualities, Sancy ſpoiled: them all by a 


ns of vanity, caprice, and att a Which 
t is my 


ſometimes rendered him inſupportable. 
opinion of Geeſe ſtrong and lively imaginations in 
neral, that although they are commonly ſubject ta 


two great faults, which are too much ſubtilty, and 


too little clearneſs in their ideas, and confuſion and 
unſteadineſs in their ſchemes, yet they ought not t 15 


be thought wholly incapable of buſineſs; becauſe it 


often happens, that they hit upon expedients which 
would have eſcaped more cautious and phlegmatic 


minds; but there is almoſt always occaſion to wack 


cver them, and to correct their errors. 


SANCY had long, and re bene Henry the 5 
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"== ME MOTR S Book VII. 
third, and the reigning king, both in Germany and 


Switzerland. He had inſinuated himſelf into Henrys | 


favour by great complaiſance, a ſubtle behayiour, a 


refined art in heightening his pleaſure, and by be- 
coming neceſſary in his affairs of gallantry. ' Hence 


it was that he lived with this prince upon term 
of the greateſt familiarity. That he might neglect 


nothing by which he thought he ſhould make his 
court ſucceſsfully, he ieee ceaſing, 
againſt the diſſipation of the finances; and, as a flat- 
terer generally goes beyond his mark, in railing 
at the ſuperintendant, he could not help decrying 
likewiſe the ſuperintendancy, as an employment 
ruinous ta the ſtate: by which he gave good reaſon 
to call his wit in queſtion. But he himſelf oppoſed 


his advancement to this poſt by an obſtacſe ſtill 


greater: he not only neglected to pleaſe madam 
1e Liancourt 4, then miſtreſs to the king, but 
alſo by an intemperance of tongue, to which ſuch 
EW as he are very ſubject, he had offended this 


k oy on a very delicate occaſion. 


I Know not whether the ſtory I am going to re- 
late had ever any foundation in truth. However 


this may be, thus the ſtory ran in Paris: His ma- 


3 bar, bran Alibour, his firſt phyſician, to viſit 
madam de Liancourt, who was indiſpoſed (this was 
in the beginning of his addreſſes to- that lady) at his 
return he told the king, that ſhe was indeed a little 
diſordered, but that he need not be uneaſy, for the 


cConſequence would be very good. But will you 


ec not bleed and : purge ber?” faid the king to him. 
& T-ſhall be very careful how I do that,” replied the 


old man, with the ſame ſimplicity, „before ſhe has 


& gone half her time.“ How!” interrupted the 


king, aſtoniſhed and diſordered to the laſt degree: 


* 
- 


4 This was the fair Gabrielle, who was wife to Nicolas d Ames- 


by kaew very well how to hinder the confuramatiom® + 2 
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<- what is it you ſay, friend? Surely you raves and” ' : 


are not in your right ſenſes.” - Alibour ſupported 
| his aſſertion with good proofs, which the king 
thought he ſhould qeſtroy, by telling him upon What 


terms he was with the lady. „ I Know not What 


„ you have done, or what you have not done, re- 
plied the old phyſician with great compoſure; and 
for a complete proof referred him to four or five 
months from that time. The king quitted Alibour 
with great rage, and went immediately to reproach 
the fick fair one, who, no doubt, knew well cnn 
how to new dreſs all the good man had ignorant 
ſaid; for it was not perceived that any miſunder- 
ſtanding happened between the king and his miſtreſs, . 
It is certain, however, that the event was exactly 
. conformable to Alibour's prediction: but it was 


thought that —_— after a more ſtrict examination, 


was brought to believe that he had been miſtaken in 
his reckoning, ſince, inſtead of diſowning che child | 
which madam de Liancourt lay in of at Concy, dur- 
ing the ſiege of Laon, he 2 it openly, ©. 
and had it baptized by the name of Czfar 1, 
Sac gave free ſcope to his wit, in relating this 
ſtory; and did not forget the circumſtance. of * La- 
Regnardiere, who, having one day, as he faid, taken 
the liberty to inform his majeſty of ſome things that 
did not pleaſe him, was ſoon after baniſhed the court, 
under pretence that he had quarrelled with the ad» 7 
miral . Sancy found ſomething to ſay upon the 


* © La- Regnardiere was a kind of buffoon, half ſoldier, half aW. 
« yer, and half gentlaman, who ſaid whatever came uppermoſt.” It 


is in this manner he is ſpoken of in the adventures of the baron de 5 


. liv. iv. ch, 7. where we find many more ſtories related of 
* Fr $30 

The Journal de I'Etoile, and the Confeſſion of Sancy, confirm all 
this pleaſantry, as alſo the ſuſpicion of its ending tragically for old M. 
Alibour, the king's firſt phyſician, who was poiſoned, they fay, by or- 
der of the king's miſtreſs: but all this is alledged without any proof. 
You may alſo read, on this head, what Sauval has told on the faith of 
public report, and ſatyrical libels, touching the intrigues between the il 
fair Gabrielle, and the duke de Bellegarde, | Toh +. 
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death of the good man Alibour, and would have 
thought it more natural, if it had not happened be- 
fote che accompliſhment of his prediction. If he 
commented thus upon the birth of the ſon, he did no 
Jeſs upon the whole conduct of the mother. Sancy 
proved, to his coſt, what the malice of a woman, 
eſpecially a king's miſtreſs, is capable of doing: 
Henry loved him, and wanted to raiſe him; and al- 
though he was inclined to ſuppreſs the poſt of ſuper- 
intendant of the finances, yet he would have pre- 
ſerved it, merely to have beſtowed it upon him; but 
madam de Liancourt knew how to prevent it. 
IxerzAp of a ſuperintendant of the finances, his 
majeſty compoſed a council conſiſting of eight perſons; 
mmheſe were, the chancellor de Chiverny, the duke de 
EXRetz, meſſieurs de Belliévre (who was ſucceeded by 
_ 1 Schomberg, de Maiſſe, de Freſne (pro- 
0 by madam de Liancourt) de la Grange-le-roi, 
and de Sancy, who thought himſelf very happy to be 
one of the members F of this budy. The king judged 
It neceſlary to give this council, for form's ſake only, 
and without any diſtinction, a titular head, which 
Was the duke of Nevers. This form of government 
def the. finances laſted ſome time, although with a 
ſew inconſiderable alterations, which I ſhall mention 
in their place: for the reader may expect in theſe 
' Memoirs to ſee whatever relates to the finances 
treated with all that clearneſs and extent which a 
man, who has ſo long made them his ſtudy and em- 
ITY, 1 is capable of giving them. K 


Ax king was convinced, in the ſequel, that this 


8 M. de Thou and Perefixe ſay, that M. de Sancy was for ſome 
*-— _ - time ſuperintendant before M. de Roſny: which ought not to be un- 

© derſtood, in my opinion, but only of the authority which he aſſumed 
of himſelf among his fellow counſellors, as M. de Sully tells us af- 
_terwards, The writers of that time agree, that nothing of certainty 
can be ſaid as to the ſtate of the council of the finances, till the time in 
which M. de Roſny was at leaſt declared the chief, We run no 


5 AMiaue in 28 all he ſays on the head of the finances. 8 
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new change in the council * was far from affording 


that remedy. the deceaſe required: ſmall as my ex- 
perience was in theſe affairs, I calily comprehended 
it. It is not the government of one man only by 


which the finances are thrown into confuſion; lince 


it is an inconteſtible truth, that, as they mult paſs 


through ſome hands, the fewer that are employed, the 


leſs will be embezzled. The abuſe lies in the 


choice of this man, and in the nature of the finances: 


and therefore, to have this office diſcharged by-many 


different perſons, is to perpetuate the evil. If, in 


the whole kingdom, it is difficult to find one ſingle 
man fit for ſuch an employment, ho can it be ex 


pected that a great number will be met with? Nor 
15 the miſtake leſs palpable in imagining that all theſe 


himſelf; ſince that is to ſuppoſe, that this ſingle 


quality cannot poſſibly be rendered uſeleſs by the 


oppoſition of ſeveral bad ones, either in himſelf or his 
locates. 
with which thoſe perſons who are in 
public employments enter upon the execution of 


them, is to raile and enrich themſelves and their re» 
lations, If this - eager deſire of riches is not felt ” 


them, at firſt, it is inſpired, increaſed, and ſtimulat 
by the great ſums of money that paſs through their 


hands: amidſt - that dependence on, and mutual - c 


fear of, each other, every one repreſents to himlelf 


integrity as a quality not only uſeleſs, but hurtful to 
him, the honour of which is ſhared by his 1 ; 


the inconvenience wholly his own. The king 


perſons bringing each of them one diſtinguiſhed good 
— into rte CONT: the ſame effect will 
be produced as from a man who unites them all i 


In general, the De 
ed with 


far from being fortunate in his choice of the mem- ; 


bers of this body : ſeveral of thoſe who compoſed it, 
beſides being of a malignant diſpoſition, were in a 


F 
4% 
© 4 


M. de Roſy, ann, 1598, p. 244. 
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tuation that a Fe them to corruption: they had 


debts to pay, and domeſtic wants to fupply. 


— - 


kits majeſty deſtined me a place in it, and had, for 


long time, in his converſations. with me, expreſſed 
his defire, that I would make myſelf thoroughly ac- 


: . with whatever regarded the finances: but 


T could not poſſibly ſubmit to the imperious heha- 


9 


5 Vviout of the duke of Nevers, who 67 unſeaſonably 


aſſumed N to bimſelf from his qua- 
lity of prince, in a place where ith gnified very little. 
One day, when his infolence had exhauſted all my 
patience, I took the liberty to intreat he would re- 


member that the family of Rethune was in poſſeſſion 


49 of the earldom of Nevers before the family of Gon- 


Zapue. A man ſfwoln with the pride of anceſtry _ 


5 ag] not poſſibly receive a more ſevere mortification. 


"He often repeated to thoſe who would hear him, that 


3 my whole family were huguenots ; and, to anſwer 


Wich a ſalary of two thouſan 


y anecdote with "another, ſaid, that he had ſeen 


my grandfather make a very mean figure at Nevers. 


T ſuffered him to have his revenge, which could ex- 


bs tend no farther than keeping me out of a council 
Where 1 had very little inclination'to be with him: 
and this ſatisfaction he had. The king, who had 


many meaſures to keep, told me, in a; very obliging 
manner, that he was under a neceſſity of deferring 


ſome time longer the proof he intended to give me 


of his friendſhip : and I waited for it without mur- 
muring, ſatisfied with the poſt of ſecretary of ſtate, 
| Theres a year, and a pen- 
ſion of three thouſand fix hundred more, which the 
King beſtowed upon mne. 
N Nin of the leaſt diſcernment being convinced 


of the neceſſity there was to introduce a reformation 


into the finances, the new council were at firſt de- 


Firous of this honour ; and a ſcheme for that pur- 
poſe was propoſed by thoſe amongſt them ho moſt 


& valued themſelves for their Sn method. 
I! beſe were Freſne and La-Grange-le-rot.. But af- 
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ter they had produced a very large volume upon this | 


affair, it happened with that, as with the moſt part 
of ſyſtems — ns been or — 
thing more in ſpeculation, in ice nothing 
— diflicult: and the king, whom they had flat- 
tered with mighty hopes, found every thing in the 
ſame condition as before, at the end of the year 
which he had paſſed at Paris, n. a hk a 
fect of their promiſes. 7 111478 

H was retained there Wass 
treaty with Lorrain, which, entirely forſaking 


concluded a league offenſive and defenſive 4 


France. Sancy's ſervices were of great uſe in this 
treaty: and to him almoſt all the honour of it was 
due. The king was no longer at a loſs for 5 
ment, after the duke of Bouillon arrived at Paris: 
he came in perſon to preſs the execution of thaſe 
ſchemes he had entertained me with at Sedan, — 
cularly a declaration of war again 
made the baſis of his advancement in the Low Coun- 


tries. He uſed ſuch plaufible arguments for it, that, 


— 


y be invented; nos 


inſt Spain, whieh he 


% 


after the example of the courtiers 4, he did not 


ſcruple to propoſe it in full council. He found theres 
two different parties who did not approve of this 
war: thoſe in whom a rooted attachment to Spain 
and the league ſtill remained, and they were not few 
in number; and thoſe who thought a war, in the 
n weak and exhauſted ſtate of the kingdom, 


' . + M. de Thou makes no doubt but 50 duke de Bouillon was the 
principal author of this war: and his hiſtorian entirely agrees, that in 
- giving this counſel he far leſs conſulted the advantage of the ſtate, and 
the glory of the king, than his own perſonal intereft, and that ofthe 
calviniſtical party, who neceſſarily wanted a war, in order to obtain/ 
the favourable terms which were granted them by the edict of Nantz. 
Notwithſtanding the reaſons for declaring war againſt Spain, of which 


a minute detail may be ſeen in MSS. de la Bibliot. de Roi, vol. marks | 


ed 8955, and in the king's declaration, that is ſet down in tom. VE 


of the Memoirs de ia Ligue: all good writers and judicious perſons | 


are unanimouſly of one voice, in favour of the duke de Sully's opinion 
as to the precipitation and imprudence with which Henry IV. con- 
dufted himſelf in this affair, the conſequences of which þ might have 


© c were. 
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m MEM ORS BokVik- 
ws very unſeaſonable. Fheſe laſt had ſew parti- 
E fans, but firong reaſons on their fide, if any" one 
| 3 e 1 nne 
I Wovrp not ineur the reproach of ſilence upon 
tmhis oecaſion. I uſed every argument my —— 
- could to diſſuade the king from this war: 
daut this prince, whom a natural propenſity drew al- 
ways a little to chat ſide, thought he had now found 
the opportunity he ſought for, to fewenge himſelf 
upon a neighbour who had made it his endeavour to 
Kingdom. He was ſure of troops from Lorrain: 
England and Holland, by their ambaſſadors, gave 
hopes of a powerful diverſion : and, according to 
the duke of Bouillon, a fingle word from him was 
ſulficient'to make all Luxembourg ſurrender: Sancy 
made great promiſes in behalf of the Fhirteen 
Cantons: all Franche-Compte lay open to their ra- . 
Ide king was determined by all theſe flat- 
* ng appearances ; and in January, the following 
6 year, war was declared in form againſt Spain. 
Tur kingdom ſeemed to give herſelf very little 
trouble about this proceeding ; and anſwered only 
dy ſhewing great contempt for Henry's council, and 
for Henry himſelf, to whom ſhe gave no other title 
than that of prince of Bearn. While ſhe made pre- 
' parations to defend herſelf, her emiſſaries in France 
'endeayoured to ſpare her the trouble, by an attempt 
ſo horrid, that it is ſcarce credible ſhe could have re- 
courſe to it. Be ha ö 
Om the 26th of December, the king being then 
at Paris, in his apartments in the Louvre *, where 


2 44. 8 | $41 88 | * 8 | Th 
According to others, in the chamber of the marchioneſs de Mon · 
ceaux, at the hotel de Schomberg, behind the Louvre: but, in fact, 
it was neither at the Louvre, nor at the hotel de Schombery, that this 
"affair happened. A regiſter belonging to the town-houſe at Patis, 
quoted by Piganiolle, tom. II. de la Deſcription de Paris, ſays, that th 
fair Gabrielle. refided, in 1595» at the hotel d' Eſtrees; and that 
it was at this place Henry IV. was wounded, This hotel was after- 


Wards called I' hotel du Bouchage; and was: purchaſed ie-2606, by . 
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be gayeaudience to meſſicurs de Ragny and de Mon- 

tigny |, who entered with a great number of other 

perſons: at the very moment when he ſtooped t 


embrace one of them, he received a wound in the 


face with a knife, which the murderer let fall as he 
was endeavouring to eſcape through the "croud + | 
2 


I was preſent, and approached. in an agony of gri 


ſeeing the king all covered with blood, and fearing, 


with reaſon, that the ſtroke was mortal. The king 


aimed too high, the 
tooth, which it broke. „ 

Tux parricide was diſcovered, without any diſh» 
culty, though he had mixed among the . He 
was 2. ſcholar, named John Chatel ; and readily an- 


ſwered, when he was interrogated, that he came from 


the college of the jeſuits, accuſing thoſe fathers with. | 
being the authors of his crime f. The king, who 


nonfieur de Berulle, in order to lodge and accommodate the fathers of ; 


the oratory, who ſtill continued there. | | 


I Francis de la Magdelaine de Ragny. Francis de La-Grange de 
Montigny. ; 1 


* 

t © Immediately the king, who found himſelf wounded, looking 
„ round him, and ſeeing Mathurine; his fool, ſaid, The duce take the 
* fool : ſbe has *vounded me, But, ſhe denying it, ran directly to ſhut 
* the door, whereby the was the occaſion of rate he. the aſſaſſin 
*© from making his eſcape; who, upon being ſeized, and afterwards 
% ſearched, dropped his knife, which was all over bloody.” Thus 
PEtoile ſpeaks of it. The MSS, de la Bibl. du Roy fay quite other- 
wiſe in vol. 9033, namely, that the king, fihding himſelf wounded, 


% ſpoke thus to one of thoſe two gentlemen, Ab, 2 you have . 
2 . 


% evounded me: and that he thereupon, throwing himſe 


| at his nm 
« jeſty's feet, replied, God forbid, fire, that I ſhould entertain 2 24 


© thought of hurting or wounding your majeſty : I have no weapon 


„ about me but the ſword by my fide.” M. de Thou ſays, that thb 


count of Soiſſons ſeizing the aſſaſſin, ſpoke aloud to him, that it was 


one of them two had given the blow; and that the poignard was per- 


cn lie. at his feet glittering by the light of the candles; 
„111. 8 * : ? 11 

+ When the matter relates to any perſonal reflections, or ſuch as 
are thrown upon a whole body of men, I think myielf particulariy 
obliged to call to-mind the obſervation I made, in the preface of this 


work, | 


=— 


V | 
b A * » ** 9 2 2 \ 


removed our apprehenſions by a compoſed and agree 
able behaviour; and we perceived immediately that 

his lip only was wounded; the ſtroke having been 
force of it was ſtopped by a 
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heard him, faid, with a gaiety, which on ſuch an o- 


vinced of it by his 


work, that the Memoirs of M. de Sully are not only compoſed of au- 
- thentic and original pieces, that ſhould — 
deſerving all the credit that is commonly paid to great authors, and 
maoreover as the real production of M. de Sully; ſuch as letters, parti- 
cular memoirs, converſations, refleftions, &c. but that likewiſe th 
re interwoven with recitals that may well be aſcribed folely to fu 
as have collected and compoſed thoſe pieces, upon the authority of 
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caſion few perſons could have been capable of, that 


he had heard from the mouths of many perſons, that 


the ſociety never loved him, and he was now con- 
is own. Chatel was delivered up 


+ 


ke them be looked upon as 


— 


which there is not ſo much ftreſs to be laid. Now it is in theſe nar- 
rations that I find a great number af the facts and reflections againſt 
the jeſuits, which ought not to be admitted without authentic and 


ſolid proof. Thus we ſhall find ſomewhat mentioned, that is contra- 
Bet, 7 to the tenor of our Memoirs with regard to the affair of Chatel, in 


oſe that ſerve for the Univerſal Hiſtory of Europe, tom. I. p. 110, 


 &c. And if more deference ought to be paid to the teſtimony of 
- Contemporary writers, Chatel,”” fays I' Etoile, in his journal ſur 
Pann. 1595, was interrogated the 28th; and, by his own anſwers, 


* he quite cleared the jeſuits of any imputation, and even father 


Gueret, his preceptor : he ſaid that he had undertaken to ftrike the 


« blow of his own proper motion, &c, In fact, when this parricide 
ve it, he had been ſeven months gone from the college, and had 
niſhed his ſtudies. This authority of TEtoile's, Which is not ſuſ- 


pected, is corroborated by that of the royal MS, which I have juſt now 


quoted,” as alſo by de Thou and Matthieu, tom, II. liv, i. p. 184. by 


_Cayet, liv; vi. p. 432. and the Memoirs of the league, According to 


all theſe writers, Chatel declared, it is true, that he had ſtudied with 
the jeſuits, and that by their doctrine it is lawful to kill kings; as it 
is taught in the writings of father Guignard, library-keeper of the 
college of Clermont, whom they went to ſeize directly: but at the 
fame time he formally cleared both his profeſſor and all the jeſuits of 
having ever adviſed him to aflaſſinate the king, and even of their hav- 
ing had, any more than his confeſſor, the leaſt knowl: ige of his de- 
fignz though, according to l' Etoile, Lugoly, lieutenant of the Mar- 
malſea, had diſguiſed himſelf like a confeſſor, on purpoſe to TW the 
ſecret from Chatel. For which reaſon M. de Sully and M. d' Aubigne 
are very much in the wrong, to give occaſion for concluding, by the 
manner in which both the one and the other expreſs themſelves, that 


the jeſuits puſhed on Chatel to this aſſaſſination, Father de Chalons 


exprefles himſelf pretty ambiguouſly, when he ſays, in tom, III. of 
his Hiftory of France, p. 245, that Chatel avowed, upon his interro. 

that the principles and diſcourſes of the jeſuits had led 
% him to this criminal action.“ Yet, however, one perceives that the © 
ſenſe of theſe words is very different ſrom the preceding. 
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which had been ſuſpended, were now reſumed more 
vigorous than before, and terminated by the baniſu- 
ment of che whole order t from the kingdom. Fa. 
ther John Guignard jj was hanged for his pern 
cious doctrines againſt the authority and life of King i 
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“ After having been put to the g y and extraordinary trial 
„upon the rack, which he endured without making any confeſſion, ' © 
< and having made the amende honorable, his hind was cut off, holding 
in it the murderous knife with which he intended to Kill the kin; 1 
© then his fleſh was torn off with red-hot pi and he was drawn © 
© between four horſes in dhe Place de Greye ; his body and members. © 
caſt into the fire, and buynt to affies, and the aſhes thrown into t 
air. The fieur Chateh the father of the parricide; was baniſhed ! 8} 
France for nine years, and for ever from the precinQs and jurifdtcs;: 75 
tion of Paris, condemned to pay a ſine of four thouſand crowns, his TT 
„ houſe razed, and inftead thereof a pyramid erected, containing the + 
hole tory of the fact.) L'Etoite, ibid. It is thought that he 
Little ſquare that lies before the Barnabites, is the ſpot on which'\. : 
Chatel's houſe ſtsog. 4 8 8 1 
1 Jeſuits, in obedience to the arret againſt them, depart 
ris, conduRted by a ſerjeant of the court: they were thirty. 
© veaſin number, part of whom were put into three carts, and the y, 
* travelled on foot; their procurator being mounted on a little na,, 
r. L Palle, ibid; RAW doo ye, 
I Father Guignard did not teach the pernicious docttine of which « © 
they accuſed. him, at the time of Chatel's affair. He might have - 
ropagated it during the fury of the league, as the Sorbonne them j _ 
elves had done, together with a great number of other priefts ang reli-... © 3 
givus. If we judge by the pieces belonging to the procels of this father,, 
we muſt agree, 1. That if he had written and in favour of the 8 
league, this crime was forgiven bim, ſecing an amnefty had been | 
| granted to all thoſe concerned in it. 2. That he underwent the r i. 
Sour of the law, for only preſerving ſome writings and books that fa. 
voured this party. Upon which. father Daniel, in his, Hiftoize.. _ 
de France, in fol, tom, III. p. 176, remarks, „6 procefs. hac 
deen entered agaihft all who were in-the like caſe, there muſt have, * 
been a neceſſity to condemn; capitally the greateft part of the pri 55 >. 
and religious, who had the care of any cabinets of rarities and of HE. 
ries, where the. like writings were kept, and where they are prolerved... © 
down to our time. He faid that 15 died innocent, exhorted the "6 
people to the fear of God, and obedience to the king: he n 


* p « 
ce 
40 


Prayed' aloud for his majeſty, and begged of the people not lightly - . 5 a 
<< and precipitately to give credit to the falſe reports which were wu 1 
% duftriouf] propagate eee them; that. they were not gz. 
* Jaflins of Kings; and that the jeſuits Wad never procured or 4 — | 
proved of the death of any king whatſoever,” &c. Mem, de Pelle 1 
ibid. He would not make the amende honorable to the king, ales 

that he had not offended him,” Cayet, ibid, ee 


r 


„ Mr M 0 A 8. © book Yi? 
ohn Gusrer Peter Varade, Alexanden Mapuszn 
Francis. 1 g Jon Le Bel, other metnbers; f. 

1 ſagieryy ſaſpected of being his accomplices, 


were obliged to make the a eee 


1 


duct of Tremblecourt + and 


* 
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© demaned to\perpetuabbaniſhment.%; (07) aft ates 
ls attempt confirmed che king in his reſolution 
to purſue the war with Spain“ He'drew a favour- 
able au for his future fs eſs from the Wantage 
he gained” in” tie Hrſt acts of hoſtility...” As.ſoon, as-: 
the treaty between F — ren orator © 
ed: the latter immediately, wat Without ſolieitation, | 
diſperſcd. the troops over Burgundy, under Bo: con- 
t George, and car- ' 
ried terror into Yoo; patt of that province. On the 
other fide; the gartiſon of Soiſſons, a place abſol piely' | 
devoted to the league; commanded: b Conay and 
Belletondt, Was def Wholly cut off 55 V Mouffy „ 5 


Here the autor is Wg. * Oueret BY by an expreſs. 
- arret, condemned, to perpetual banihment; but thete 13 no expreſs-, 
mention made of Peter Verade, Alex der Mayus, Kc. who were 


|, _ comprized wich alt the reſt, and without being particularly. named in 


the arret, which  proſctibed in general the whole ſociety. It is a 
_ Klaring cauttiny in Moriſot, to have advanced, chap. 15 at Francis * 
4cob, to WhOom they had told that Henry IV. was Juft affaflinated by 
Catel, boafted that he would have diſpatched this prince, if he had 
not been prevented by Chatel. 1 know of no | hiſtorian t i has d 
any ſath. ching. | 
It is another calumny of an Fan black n nature, to 5 een | 
ed to make the jeſuits pals for the authors of a piece intitled, Apologie 
de Jaun hotel: à trifling performance, and at the ſame time, deteſt- 
able on zecdunt of the abuſe therein made of vine and human law "Fg 
and even of che holy ſcriptures, | They at that time cleared theit in- 
nocence in this teſpect; and according tothe ſame hifforian, F. . 0 
thiey, they Were ſtill More juſtified by the avowal of the true zuthor 
of this piece, namely, John Boucher, the ſame prieft whoſe name all 
the hiſteries Rave rendered ſo odious. With this piece, which ne- 
ver cucht to have ſeen the light, an account of Chatel's proceſs has 
juſt been publiſhed, extracted not only from a MS. in the king $ libra-. 
55 of which we have ſpoke, but from a&v'of parliament. g 
I b'Auſſonville, ſieur de St. George, and Lewis de ae 
2 mw de Tremblecqurt, both gentlemen of Lorain, F846 
1 Bernardine Cigaut'de Bellefonde. 
n the r5th of February, in the plains de VillersCoterts; in Wa. 
bels, The baten de Conan is called Gn or Conac, in M. de: 
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_ O'Edpuville, de Bayes, and Gadancourt-the. lieute- 
nant of my company. 7 The duke of Montmorency $510 
to prove himſelf worthy of the dignity/of| conſtable, 
which he had lately been inveſted — 4 fell upon 
Dauphiny, the Lionnois, and Rreſſe, with a dody of 
four doufünd foot, and four hundred well diſciplined: 3 
horſe; drove out from thoſe places the remainder f 


the troops belonging to the dukes, of Savoy and Ne- 


mours, took Vienne by compoſition from Nizimieux, 
who was governor of it for the duke of Nemours, 
and afterwards Montluel. Marechal Biron, after. 
the expedition at Beaune, made himſelf maſter of;.:*.3 
Nuys, Autun, and/Dijon | The duke of Bouillon, 


as ſoon as war was proclaimed, entered Luxem- 


bourg, where, with the affiſtance of count Philip of. - ©. 

Naſſau, he defeated eight or ten parties of an un- 

der the command of Mansfield. + +; 1 
Henry did not doubt but chat, by unit ing all 1 


ir | theſe ſeparate bodies into one army, he ſhould make 


whatever province he conducted it into tremble. It +: 


is certain that if he did this, he could not make a 


Rand every where as before; but the expectations 
his majeſty ſormed from his firſt project, made him 
reſolve to prefer it · Having the choice of entering 
Picard . or Bur E „ he doterniltiel 5 
upon the laſt, where meſſieurs ontmorency, Bi=. : 
ron, and Sancy, gave him hopes of great wien, 5 


a ſecret motives for ain. bin thither were I 
. e conſtable Montmorency had hee alanned 


by the great preparations he ſaw made by Spain ji in, 


| Lombardy, where the conſtable of Caſtile had orades! 


to quit the Milaneſe, however neceſſary his preſence. 


might be in that country, to enter France, and make 
| Jane. bold 4 there, after he ſhould be in 


1 


f & Henry the ſecond ſon of the conſtable Anne de wenne, 
Who was made conſtable in the year 1 593: 

See all theſe different expeditions nto PEN in de 6 They 
Fan ann. . 3 | tr Fo 
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a \; MS MOTR S Book VII. 
by the count de Fuentes, general of the Spaniſh. 
troops in the Netherlands. Mantmorency therefore 
apprehended that all theſe troops- would fall upon 
him. Marechal Biron, who was in the ſame quar- 
ters, Where, after ſeizing the city of Dijon, he ha 
| attacked the caſtle of it, and that of Talan, both of 
great ſtrength," was afraid, likewiſe, that heſhould 
de obliged to raiſe the ſiege if he was mot affifted. + 
As to Sancy, his views were to advance his own 
reputation by the conqueſt of Franche-Comté, to 
Which be was inceſſantly endeavouring to perſuade 
the king. Convinced by his own experience of ma- 
dam de Liancourt's power, he ſought to make her 
> approve this project: but the terms he was upon 
Wich this lady not permitting him to propoſe it to 
4 her himſelf, he concealed his own intereſt in the af- 
fait, and made uſe of the interpoſition of others. He 
cCauſedd it to be hinted to the chancellor de Chiverny, 
and, by his means, to a lady who could not fail of 
making her court by it to madam de Liancourt, that 
the king might eaſily provide a noble inheritance for 
ber ſon Cæſar, by driving out the Spaniards from 
Franche-Comté, and giving him the poſſeſſion of it, 
under the ſovereignty of the Thirteen Cantons, who 
would be induced by their own intereſt to favour 
the attempt. Madam de Liancourt, I am perſuaded, 
Could not flatter herſelf with the hope of gaining the 
Feing's conſent to ſo ridiculous a ſcheme ; and durſt 
not even communicate it to him, though this prince's 
paſſion + for her was ſo great, that he ſuffered no 
one to be ignorant of it: but there needed no more 
to make him reſolve upon a journey to Burgundy, 
than this lady's joining herſelf to thoſe who adviſed 
him to it. Such is a court, and thus are kings 


Rc) 9 88 
* 


5 5 % + He went through Paris, having this lady by his fide; he took 
her with him to hunt, and careſſed“ her before all the world.“ 
* > * Journ. de I'Etoile, ibid. And we may judge of the attachment of Hen- 


ry IV. to this lady, from the letters he writ to her: which fee in the” 
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impoſed upon: from whenee they may "Romy that, 
Whatever ideas they may have conceived of the wiſ- 

dom and abilities of their miniſters, to judge truly of 
_ every tranſaction it is the ſureſt way to ſtudy care- 


fully th the ſecret inclinations, intereſt, and diſpoſitions | 2M 


| 'of thoſe who are neareſt to their perſons. = 


To remedy, in ſome meaſure; the inconvenien- 


cies which might ariſe from leaving the frontiers of 
Picardy expoſed to the inroads of the Spaniſh, troops 
that were in Flanders, the king, who was hot, like 
others, impoſed upon by che great promiſes that 
England and Holland; made * left meſſieurs de 
[Node de Bouillon, de Villars, and de St. Paul +, 
upon this frontier, with each a detachment under 
their command; enjoining them to aſſiſt each other 
upon occaſion, and above all recommending a good 
intelligence amongſt; themſelves, In caſe of a re-. 


union, the duke of Nevers was appointed to com- 
mand in chief. He provided with the ſame wiſdom 


= Mage foreſight for, the "fairs at. home,. by eſtabliſhing 
A — which, beſides the finances, was to take 
| cognizanee of all the treaties that were made with 
the provinces, cities, and governors; of all affairs _ 


relating to war; and of the adminiſtration 7 


eee the kingdom. 


As ſoon as his majeſty had. publicly e 6 | 


- c — 4 
ey 


« 


himſelf with regard to the forming this council, the 


count of Soiſſons wiſhed to be made preſident of i it 3 


and began to inſinuate ſomething to that purpoſe in 


the king's preſence. That I might remove his re. 
ſentment againſt me for traverſing his marriage, I i 
ſolicited this title for him, which was more hongur- _. 


able than effective, and in all appearance would be 


of ſhort duration; but the 3 whoſe averſion for 
d already fixed up- 


the count E every da 


on the prince of Conti, and at. dinner declared his 
e ore che whole cout. Then turning en 97 


tarnen vac reger of Propence. 95 


0 0 
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count c Mute he told him, . 1 his 
Aiſpoſition to be turned wholly towards war, he would 
1 8 him about his perſpn this campaign; and or- 
1 dered him to get, his company of gendarmes in rea- 
| dineſs to attend him The prince of Conti anſwered 
3 15 58 with a profound bow, 3 he expreſſed him- 
4 i} ſelf. with difficulty; and the count of Soiſſons did the 
fame, becauſe anger hindered him from ſpeaking : all 
- his majeſty! ſaid to him being accompanied with 
5 pPraiſes of his valour, and an air of Alen which 
forced him to appear ſatisfied. 
. Tus members of the new . were — all 
. ap ; the fame that had compoſed the former; to which 
were added three ee teh. Heudicourt, Marcel, 
and Guibert: the number was afterwards augment- 
ed to elght, by joining to thoſe three, Incarville, Des- 
Barreaux, Atichy, Santeny, and Vienne, and a ſecre- 
tary named Meillant. nt the duke of Ne- 
1 105 was not now in the council, the mag. found no 
leis difficulty in procuring me a in this than in 
„ i He was afraid to Larry at firſt, on 
account of the catholicks, who could not ſuffer a pro- 
teſtant in power: but he broke through this obſtacle 
thtee days/afterwards;- and the reaſon he gave for it 
1 to the other counſellors. was, that the confidence 
Which the prince of Conti had in me, rendered my 
; aſſociation neceflary even to themſel ves. 
Punx road his majeſty was to take being through 
ie: dae, I attended him ſo far, not ſo much to receive 
hum there, ſinee madam de Roſny could have done 
that without me, as to have an opportunity of confer- 
ring privately with this prince, and to receive his laſt 
inſtructions concerning affairs that might in his ab- 
1 an ſence be bi Ihe before the council, the members 
WU | whereof did nut long continue ina Rate of friendſhip. 
14 . My collegues, perceiving: by the private diſpatches 
q * I received from the king, that I was in poſſeſſion of 
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his confidence, entered, chroug h jealouſy, into a 
eombinatien againft me, looking upon me as one 
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| wha; would carry away all the honour of every me- 
Titorious act that was performed by the council. 
| They ſought to diſguſt me, ot to foree mie to ſilence, 
dy joining in a conſtant oppoſition to all I ſaid; büỹt 
| finding that, notwithſtanding; this behayiour, I ſtill 
perſiſted to take my on mealures,:they had recoutſe 
; to another ſtratagem, and in our aſſemblies every af 
fair was diſcuſſed but ;what related to the finances, 
; which, Was referred to private meetings, either at 
the chancellot's or at Sancy's ; and there all wa fe- 
aulated without my participation. I did not diſſemble 
my thoughts of this colluſion, but declared to them, 
that I had no defire to mix in their debates; and, i- 
ſtead of ſigning their decrees, proteſted againſt them, 
_. and xetired to Moret The members of the council, 
who could not even invent any pretence for the di- 
Salt: they gave me, being afraid of his majeſtys re- 
proaches, prevailed, upon the prince of Conti himſelxf 
to intreat me to return: Beingalways naturally inca- 
I pable of flattery, or of diſguiſing my ſentiments, *F 
replied, that ſince they did not rectify the abuſes 
which had been introduced into the finances, al. 
though they were ſufficiently acquainted with them, 
Iqwould at leaſt avoid the reproach of following theie 
conduct, and would ſtay at Moret, rather than bea 
witneſs of faults which, I ſaw committed with im- 
punity. ; 4*3 24 $#31 57 Lt 1 aß T3003) n — 4 
Pe king, whom I informed of what had hap- 
pened to me, found ſo much conformity between 
his ſituation and mine, that he thought he could 
not conſole me more effectually, than by complam- 
ing to me in his turn. He had indeed moſt u 86 
bo had followed him with teludtance, revenged 
himſelf by repeated inſtances of his caprice and ill 
humour, But not all his endeavours could mdute © 


the king, however greatly he was offended, to order 

bim to retite; Which was the point he wiſhed to 
drin him ta: and be was at laſt ubliged to go of his 
hf, „ 
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E. own accord, upon a pretente ſo very trifling; that it 
had ſcarcely the appearance of one. A report being 
ſpread that the conſtable of Caſtile was approaching, 
tzde king ordered the conſtable de Montmorency, 
and marechal Biron, to bring up the two bodies of 
troops which they commanded: the count of Soiſſons 
i alledged that, by his poſt of high-ſteward of the 
King's houſhold, he had a right to the chief com- 
mand of theſe troops in his majeſty's abſence, and 
caſſerted his claim to it in his preſence. The king 
dlid not think proper even to requeſt a favour of this 
nature from the conſtable, and the marechal; and 
uuſed his utmoſt endeavours to baniſh ſo ridiculous a 
notion from the count's mind. He folicited, he in- 
treated him, as he would have done his ſon or bro- 
ther (theſe. were his majeſty's -own words) but in 
vain: the count, who did not err through ignorance, 
Juitted him with a diſſembled diſcontent, and pre- 
vailled upon part of the ſoldiers under his command 
80 do the like. The king immediately diſpatched 
letters to his council, to 4: 2 meaſures upon 
the count's flight: the ſame meſſenger leſt one for 
me as he paſſed by Moret. Henry did not yetknow 
that I had retired thither; but we had agreed upon 
this expedient to conceal from my enemies the cor- 
ITI THREE or four days after the receipt of this letter, 
my ſervants informed me that ſome ſoldiers were juſt 
arrived, wo inſiſtec upon quartering at Saint- 
Mamert, à village upon the confluence of the Seine 
and the Loin, dependent upon Moret, and diſtant 
from it about a quarter of a league. I ſent Camord 
to bring me intelligence who they were, and what 
was their deſign. They not only neglected to ſend - 
me, by this gentleman, the uſual compliments upon 
meſe occaſions, but likewiſe anſwered him inſolently, 
chat they had a right to quarter in any place Where 
meir horſes began to be fatigued, and all that could 
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' refuſed to name their captains, and on gd hatthey: 7 0 : 
- belonged to the count of Soiffons: ' That I migbt 
leave theſe officers no excuſe for their rudeneſs,” ! 
* wrote to them a ſecond time, telling them that, ſince” +. 
; they belonged to the courſt of Sgiflons, who honout- pl 
ed me with his friendſhip, they were welcome ko 
quarter at Moret; that I would provide them lodg- 
ings in the inns and houſes of the town's be ET” 
where they would have greater convenieney; and © 8 
jut hinted to them that I was ſenſible of the manner 
in which they had received my deputy. Camord, 
whom I would haye ſent with this ſecond meſſage, 
told me, that it would have no other effect than to 
increaſe the infolence of theſe officers,. Who came 
with a premeditated deſign to affront me, which he - 
confirmed by ſeveral other circumſtances of his e- 
ception, that he had concealed from me before, to 
avoid a greater misfortune, Madam de Roſny, who 
was preſent at this relation, * to give way to 
female fears; and accuſing Camord with imprudence, 
faid ſhe had rather that the whole viltage" of Saint- 
Mamert was laid in ruins, than ſee me, for {6 flight - 4: 
an occaſion, at variance with the corey? and Wen 9 
"0 à conteſt with his officers. © 25 
T oBLIGeD my wife to be ſilent; "ans after e 
ing five or fix of the troopers, hd came to get 
their equi mended at Moret, and to purehaſe 
Proriſons, again ſent Camord to thoſe infoleht of= _ 
. - ficers. They rec received him ſtill worſe than before, 
55 and hardly forbore laying hands on him; mingling 
great threatning with their complaints for the deten- 
tion of their ſoldiers, It was no longer poſfihle to 
diſſemble: and all that now remained to be done, 
was to aſſert my authority, yet with all imaginable 5 
; moderation. I ofdered'twelve other troopers, N - 
* had. juſt entered Moret, to be arreſted; and in twWo 
5 hours time aſſembled an hundred and fifty arquebu- 
ſiers, thirty horſe, and thirty foot ſoldi a. ;. with 
whom 1 . to o Saint-Mamert, by the road that 
3 . 65 leads 
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„ MEMOIRS "Book v. 
* f gy "trees. on. each fade z k while the reſt of my troop — oa 
ed the ſame rout upon the river, in a flat boat coyer- 
"ed with planks, and arrived at the ſame time with me 
25 - under the houſes of the village ſituated near the ri- 
ver. The count of Soiſſons party, ſeeing this double 
'_ eſcort, detached ſome of their men to aſłk me what I 
4: meant by it? *Nothing, replied I. calmly, but that 
| 1 75 1 this l e ing to me, I come to quarter my 
= « foldiers here.” , officers. by theſe words un- 
A derſtood that I was not diſpoſed — yield to them; 
and ſentagain to make excuſes for a 5 had happen- 
ed, telling me that they had no deſign to quarter in 
any place belonging to me, without my permiſſion; 
which the count of Soiſſons would never pardon. 
them for. In effec, they paid for what proviſions, 
1 had bought, and remounted their horſes, with- 
out even demanding the priſoners, whom ] ſent after 
mem as ſoon as they had reached Dormeilles. They: 
thanked me, and offered me their ſervice, which en- 
tiirely removed my anger. I ſent the officers.a dosen 
bottles of wine and two pies; after which I mount- 
el. my horſe, to go, in obedience: to his majeſty's . ; 
der, to conſult with the prince of Conti 
= meaſures neceflary. to be- taken with condo the 
_ ant af ee deſertion.. 
mie. misfottune was very inconſiderat le, compar- 
_.. - en which, happened in Picardy. The jealouſy 
of command created 2. miſunderſtandi etwten. 
mme dake of Nevers and the dyke of Bouillon. "The 
counts of Fuentes one, ho commanded the 
Pypaniſh troops, and were doubtleſs informed of it, 
= took advantage of their divifion,..and laid fiege to 
Oatelet and 79 — The firſt of cheſe two places 


Wanted proviſious: and ammunition z; and the ſecond 
dada diſhonourable governor: but the loſs of them 
e chiefly gecaſioned by the tvo French generals t. 


| „ 165 ' "+ Brantoine juſtifies the ike de Nevers concerning the defeat © 
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2 . batred of esch other,  negledted to give . | 
g them any affiſtance. * — 2258 
Tu nios were in ehis fate) when the governorof = 9 
Ham, Va place belonging t — the Spaniards, being di- 
of . contented with his 'garriſ e lod to deliver upp 
the caſtle of Ham to one king hich would neceſſa- 
rily include the furrender o . city. He 3 1 
bitmſelf to che duke of Longueville, and intreated him 
to ſend him powerful afſiſtance, having a very nu- 
merous garriſon to oppoſe.” The duke of Longue- 
ville acquainted his g Wurde officers, and the duke of” 
Bouillon in particular, with the affair, who pro- 4 
miſed him à ſpeedy ſupply. Upon this aſſurance, = 
the duke of Lon Keri, 8 * 5 not by delay 
loſe ſo en enhbry: „ haſtened imme- 
Jiately to Ham with Heeres 74 followed by ſome 
Pieardine troops, urid threw part of them into che 
caſtle, and part in the adjacent places, endeavouring 
to reduce tſie city by ſcaling and petarding. The. 
_ \enemy's garriſon Jefended themſelves like lihs; 'atid © 
_ repulſed them ſeveral times; and probably a fiercer.. 
action of this kind never happened. At length, the 
French, animated by the bravery of their leaders, _ 
who found that it was in Vain to expect any aſſiſtance 
from the duke of Bouillon, attacked the trench net 
the caſtle, carried it, and entered the city. 19“ 
- Spaniſh gairiſon received them there with great in- I 
| n being forced to give ground, they ralliec 
| ſeveral times, and many d battles were ede 
nn the ſquares, croſs ways, pls even itithe houſes; till 
they were all, to the number of a e or twelve 
hundred men, cut in pieces But the French 'bokgh 
_ this atvantape'yery rotten y loſt thirty, 'of their 
beſt officers, "Ber: Wem 1 155 du * Cluſeau and 
a Croix, and d' Humieres 1 bimfelf, 95 man. 
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vo f braveſt officer in all Picardy. e af 
| 3 by long warches, 1565 that he 4 hebben Sire wig n F "bit Vita! 3 
2 ether cothmandete did not think proper t to do ſo. Ton. III. p. 268. 


L lord of e te N. bende Co; 
he” ee be a &d to the eul ium hich M. ds Thou gizes IY 


„ 
e # 
. . of , 4 | ** 
0 * * 
„ 4 * 1 5 8 


- - = N — N of TIF TP » r IR" 0 RT” 0 7 
A Ys Es ME «hs 28 D 9 A „„ * 


— — 5 aa p q 
2 * 1 * N 5 D 5 
* 25 ts N e we . 
48 a r * A * 3 * 4 33 # x 
r 15 „ A — ITE * 8 ; * q * 
£ „ N * * 4 * BY» ? * 4 is LY 
8 ; > . 4 


Ws; | 2 - 
tb * W * * % 3 
* % 4 
65 
4 


a ME MOIRS ' Book VI. 
F  _Mzaamung de Saint-Paul, de Bouillon, and V- 
lars, thought they could not better employ their 
troops, during this interval, than by raiſing the ſiege 
of Dourlens, which had been attacked by Fuentes 
and Roſne, after the taking of Catelet and Capelle. 
- =. The duke of Bouillon brought four hundred horſe, 
V.illars as many, and Carne Pant five hundred; and 
their infantry conſiſted in all, of two thouſand men, 
which they determined to throw into the city, if they 


a 
: 
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, 
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failed of driving the beſiegers from before it. 
”  , ABOUT half a league from Dourlens, Bouillon 
having ſent fifty of his troop five hundred paces be- 
fore him, to gain the ſummit of a mountain, from 
hence they might have a full view. of the city and 
the camp of the beſiegers, four of their horſes, who 
preceded the others, perceived a body of the enemy 
coming. di towards them, between the camp 
and the hill, This was, in effect, their whole army, 
jn order of battle, which had got intelligence of our 
deſign. But theſe four troopers being hindered by 
their fear from making a perfect diſcovery, made a 
flalſe report to the duke of Bouillon, who, ſuppoſing 
it to be only a detachment, haſtened his march with 
Nis ſquadron. Arriving at the top of the hill, he 
2 ſaw his miſtake. One party ty of one hundred 
"Horſe, preceded two ſquadrons of ſix hundred each, 
which followed at the diſtance of about a thouſand 
= paces, and were ſupported by three other ſquadrons, 
Conſiſting of an equal number, and a body of ſeven 
or eight thouſand foot. The hundred horſe, per- 
ceeiving Bouillon, galloped towards him, followed at 
ga great pace * two firſt 8 | 
=  cap-a-pie, and lances by their ſides ; which left him 
no room to doubt ok e 15 . 
and that they would be obliged to engage, notwith- 
=_ Banding the inequdlicy of their numbers, the Spa- 


© ts e he ſays book cxii. chat the king and the whole leing- 
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niards being ſtronger by two-thirds than they, unless 


he could conceal from them his little parti. 
_ ©  BoviLLoN, ſending a gentleman to the admiral, 
to deſire he would come immediately to his f- 
ſiſtance; Villars, who was bravery itſelf, without 3 
anſwering a fingle word, armed himſelf in the midſt 
of his troopers, and making them put their helmets 
on, exhorted them no otherwiſe than by biddin them 
follow him; and Bouillon ſaw him in an inſtant at 
his ſide. Finding him in ſuch a good diſpoſition, be 
told him, that to prevent the enemy from diſcover- wo 
ing their rear, it was neceſſary to charge them. with | 
as much fury. as poſſible. The admiral ſtaid not to 
be deſired à ſecond time; but, ſuppoſing that ne 
ſhould be vigorouſly aſſiſted by Bouillon, advanced 
through emulation, before his troop, and galloping 
- Intrepidly towards the enemy, ſuddenly attacked the 
left Wis threw himſelf, with his piſtol in his hand, - 
amidſt that foreſt of lances, and carrying terror and 
— diſmay through the firſt ſix hundred horſe, would. 
have cut them in pieces, and perhaps have gained 
* fhill greater ares xn if he had been ſeconded with. 3 
equal bravery: but Bouillon, on his ſide, made only 
a falſe attack ; after which he wheeled about and re. 
treated, and has ſince conſtantly maintained, that it 
Was this only which had been * upon between 
the ® admira] and him, although all thoſe who'ac- 
companied the latter have unanimouſly aſſerted, that 
he meant a true ak. 
ive will not give credit to his biographer, let us believe M., 
Thon, ho entirely clears the duke de Bouillon! he, moreover, , 
that the admiral de Villars was acquainted by the tount de 3 
Paul to retire; but that he did not take this notice for any other than - . 
a kind of order of the duke de Bouillon, to which he refuſed to p 
any regard, through à piece of vanity and bravery which-cannot se 
excuſed from the imputation of temerity, Iv. cxii. D*Aubigne ſpeaks © 4 
im the ſame manner as de Thou, tom. III. Iiv. iv. ch. 9. Les Memo de 
la Ligue, tom. vi. and Matthieu, tom. II. liv. i. The opinion e - "3 
Cayet js, that the admiral de Villars would willingly have taken ad» - 
vantage of the advice which the duke of Bouillon cauſed to be gm 
Venn. liv, Mi. p. 5 ùf. e wy „ 
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ap! une müde, if it wus one, eee 
as fatal as ĩt might have been expected: the enemy's = 


111 2 which Bouillon had attacked and after- 


Wards ſhunned, was the firſt to fall upon Villars, 
bee then conquetor of his own; and beinꝑ that 
ee joined by treſh troops, which came pour- 

ing on him in great numbers, his ſquadron, being 


EF overwhelmed, could find their ſafety only in 


Villars, incapable'of fear, and diſdaining to 


N Ai 75 A back upon the enemy, performed wonders 


with a few'/ brave men who — not abandon him; 
dut at laſt, being attacked on all fides, and ſurround- 
ed by the enemy, they were all thrown to ent, 
and expired, pierced with A thouſand wounds,” or 
maſſacred. in cold blood +. Acme 

.” BoviLLoN gained noching by this Merißee of bis 
[+ collegine+ the victorious enemy attacked his | ſqua- 
nes the other, commanded by Saint- Paul, and the 


whole an; gh foot. Their leader had not infpired 
them, by bis example, with a reſolution to defend 
eee ard Bouillon and Saint- Paul fled with their 

„leaving the foot without any means of fafe- 
pour ; in effect, t were all cutoff. Aſter this, the 
Webel eity in vain demanded to capitulate. The 


- 


tis enemy, intoxicated with their good fortune, would 


liſten to no pro gaben but ſtormed the place while 
1 were parſying, and inhumanmly butchered all 

they found in — Th: had this whole relation from 
La-F ont, who, after the loſs of his maſter, returned 
to my ſervice; and the reader may be aſſured that it 
is abſolutely true, ſince this man de ſerves all the faith*, 
err is due to a man of bonour, and an eye: witneſs 


=” +The admiral.de Vittars wis among rk 1 be Wil Veda... . 


made priſoner by ſome Neapolitans, - a Spaniſh captain, named Con- 
«tera, entered on purpoſe into a diſpute with them about Having him, 


and he made a handle of their refuſal, to kill him: L'Etoile fays,, - 


that the hatred which on Spaniards bore him; from the tinie That be- 
©. quitted the party of the league for that of the king, was the true 


dauſe of his death; He gives him the fame un WA 
| Joly: 1 de l Etoile, ann. TP | 7 
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| -riſhed, —— ſe three great battles the king fought 
at Coutras, Arques, and Ivsy : France, in Villars 
alone, ſuſtained an e loſs; to the general 


kee the kingdom, I joined mine a 
the loſs of a true and eee * 2 
ANOTHER: letter, equall of credie;*#ihih og 

\the ſieur Baltazar, whom e expreſoly- - 
not to amit the ſmalleſt ee relating to the 
actions of the king's army, puts it in my power to 
inform rk all that paſſed. In 7 recital 
he will, with_great pleaſure, behold a king whom the 
| ſweets of royalty bad not power to alter; his ſuc- 
_ ceſſes were ſuch, in all their circumſtances; as could 
be attributed to nothing but his own valour 3 
—conduBy and the glory of them was heightened by 
the oppoſition of — 1 misfortunes which! happened 


In all places where he was not in perſon un. A 
_ campaign of Henry's in Franche-Com N in the * 
nion of the beſt Judges, exceeded 8 

F ee * a 


I nave before eee wat dt Bien | 
was employed in aſſiſting the citizens of Dijon, M 
. beld the enemy's garriſon beſieged in their caſtle. He 
arrived there very fortunately : the viſcount-of Tu. 
vannes having brought a conſiderable reinforce- 
ment to this | garriſon, the beſieged became beſiepers. -* 
; | Ini turn. The citizens, p refſed on all fide; and 
uced' to the laſt een could only defend 
r the end of a ſtreet to which they had Ee. 
rr and had but one of the city gates in their poſ= - 
_ ſeſſion, when Biron came to their aſſiſtance, and e. 
animated their courage; they once more droye gut 
the viſcou nt Tavannes, and ſurrounded the eee 
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tions Biron was informed that the duke of Maienne, 


full of grief for the ſucceſs of the king's arms in 


Bur- 


gundy, had ſo earneſtly ſolicited the conſtable of Caſ- * 


ile for aſſiſtance, that the latter was upon the 


of paſſing the Alpe, with his army, to enter 
Sundy. Biron, concealin 15. this intelligence 
the king; contented himſel 


point | 


from 


with only ſending to in- 


treat he would come as ſoon as poſſible to help him 


— 


5 
7 


We 


bs ] « to reduce the caſtle of Dijon. The king was come 


to Troyes when he received the marechal's dis- 
patches; and barely gueſſing-at a circumſtance 


which the marechal had an abſolute certainty: 


of, 


namely, that the conſtable of Caſtile, who, he ſup- 


Fier wee ſoon paſs into Flanders, would 


take 


jon in his way, to ſettle there the affairs of tbe 
league with the duke of Maienne, he marched thi- 


a ' | 3 haftily; and put every thing in motion, that they 
* mi ht find nothing more to do at their arrival. 


T is not to be doubted but that theſe two generals 


| * might Kill have been able to have prevented the 


: non. and preſerved the caſtles of Dijon, had they not 
ſtopped weer 14 in their ur e take Veſon, 
ttle 


and ſome other little places in 


che-Compte, 
FE Which had been ſeized by the troops of Lorrain. 


To this voluntary dela uy 7eceſfity afterwards added 


another at Gray, by the overflowing. of the 
- Saone, which made it impoſlible for them to 
To remove this obſtacle, the , conſtable of 


I iver 
is it. 
Daſtile 


cauſed a bridge to be built over the riyer: but by his 


carrying on this work ſo ſlowly, it ſeemed as 


if he 


Was afraid of engaging himſe f in the heart of 


France, with ſo many rivers behind him. 


The 


truth was, this general already knew that he had the 


"Kio before him. 


Van the king left Troyes he ſent the count of 


TS About half a league from Dijon, here n nals, named Fran- | 


; dhe, commanded, | 


. 3 i 1. 


Torign * 
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Torigny +: Lp eight or nine hundred bort before 
him; with which marechal Biron was extreme 
1 97a Four days after, Henry himſelf artived at 
jon, and, without diſmounting, went immediately, 
to reconnoitre the outworks, and all the neighboui -- 
ing places; eſpecially on that fide where the enemy 
might be expected. He cauſed deep trenches to de 
made, and by that means cut off all communication 
between the two caſtles. This done, the king per- 
ceiving that notwithſtanding all the efforts he coutd 4 
make, the caſtles might ſtill hold out a long time, 
he went, according to his uſual cuſtom, with a ſmall 
detachment to meet the enemy, that he might retard 
their march, and give time to the reſt of the troops 
to finiſh their enterprize. Having ſo inconſiderable 
a number with him, he thought if he could find his 
enemies employed in their en, 
would afford 3 a favourable opportunity: he 
therefore appointed Lux and 1 Fontaine-Franqoife 
for a rendezvous for the reſt of his troops, and 
marched before with only three hundred horſe, haf 
of whom were arquebuſiers; and with this little 
 eſcorte advanced to the Vigenne, near Saint: Seine: 
from thence he detached the marquis of ö — 
with fifty gr ſixty horſe, to get 2 and in 
_ - the meant time he paſſed the river of Vigenne with'a 
- n K or a hundred and twenty h 3 
[ to reconnoitre the ground, and the form of a 
bis Fox. where he might poſibly 5 obliges to come 
to an action. 1 


'N 


H had not marched more dun a league; * 
he ſaw eee return in great diſorder; h * 

him, that he had been charged by three or four nun- 

dred horſe; which had prevented him from getting 


| iF Odet de Matignen, count de Torigny, eldeſt, ſon to he m- 


* 'Vpon te fronts of egg and fe cr: un — 
pedition happened in the beginning of June. ö 

r James Cabot, marquis of Mirebeau, and count de Charni, coun- Mu. 

| A er 
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x38. © M.E'MO'TRS Book VII. 
2 full view of the enemy; but added, that. he believ- 
ed thoſe four hundred | horſe: had been ſent to ſeige 
the poſt of Saint- Seine, and that they were followed 
iInſtant, offered to go and make a clearer diſcovery. 
At the diſtance of a thouſand paces, he found, upon 
2 little hill, an advanced guard, conſiſting of ſixty 


* 


ee — ] * 4 
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ſa plainly. the whole Spaniſh: army marching in 
order, of battle; and in particular, a body, of four 
hbundred horſe, which, advancing before the reſt of 
dme army, 8 of one hundred and fift 
Prench. This was the party commanded by d Au- 
ſonville *, whom bis majeſty had ſent to make diſ- 
ing, turned the arms of. the purſuers on Biron. 
be enemy's detachment divided into two bands, 
© - Attacked; him. on the right and left, doubtleſs with 
= —.theſame intention as Biron, to diſcover what forces 
were in the rear. Thejdifference\ between them 
© — _ "was, chat the enemies, being ſupported by near {x _ 
hundred horſe, were two-thirds ſuperior in number 
d the two ſquadrons commanded- by Biron and 
AL Mirebeau, which made up only three hundred. 
Norwirnsraxpixd this inequality, Biron con- 
tiaued to make a ſtand: he ſeparated his three hun- 
. _ _-dred horſe into three equal platoons, placing Mire- 
beau, with the firſt, on the right; the baron of 
Lux with the ſecond, on the left; and poſted him- 
ſlelf, wich the third, in the middle. The enemy at- 
tacked each fide at once, with a hundred and fifty 
men: Lux ſuffered greatly, and was even thrown to 
tthe ground, with many others: Biron, having the 
d advantage in his place, flew to his aſſiſtance, and te- 


PET Br baron d' Auſſonville de Saint Seotte, "#1 gentleman of bs 3 
dme de Malain, baron de Lux of Luz t he was & counſellor of 
ſtate, captain of fifty gens d'atmes, and the king's lieutenant in Bur- : 
dax. We ſhall ſpeak of him when we come to mention marechal ; 
1 ien conſpiracy, in which he was an accomplice; - £283; b9 #9521 4 
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183. 0 7 8 u. 1 1 v mae” A A 
_ + animated bla troops; but was: himſelf eee 3285 4 
ach: impetuolity by all the 5 ſquadrons n 
together, towards whom he | ſaw others fromthe 
main body of the ſtill advancing, that he was : 4 
obliged to retreat. x is retreat, as ſoon as the ene- - + 2_ 
_ my's horſe drew nearer, was changed” into a real 
flight; in which. condition he came within view of - 
the king, who immediately ſent a hundred horſe to 
ſupport him. Nothing is more difficult than to ſtopßp 
| the flight of a ſquadron when the enemy is at their "mi 
heels; the laſt hundred men catched the contagiop 
| 4 re d r e N vg 5 
TE Ling: now Coding that all depended Cake 
himſelf, advanced towards the fugitives, without 
taking time to put on his helmet, expoſed himſelf to 
| the fury of the victorious ſquadrons, nus conliſted Þ 
of more than eight hundred men; —_ s principal 
officers by their names, and throwing elf every _ 
where, without any regard to his own kk, oblig- 
eld ſome of the fugitives at laſt to ſtop. He compoſed 
two bodies of the whole, and outing himſelf at the 
head of a hundred and fifty horſe, returned to the 
charge on one ſide, while la Tremouille , with a 
14 like number, did the ſame, by his order, on the 
Io cher: hal it not been for ſuch an exertion: of cou- 
age, it is probable, that not one of thoſe three hun- 


f dred men, engaged thus on the farther ſide of a river, 
Big with a victorious body of cavalty in front, would 
> þ have eſcaped. The Ling , giving * eben an 


‚ 
| I Claude de la Trimouille, 2 Thouars:!; 408 
> The king. ſaid, that upon other occafions Ie. ff 
3 which he G5 happened to fall, he fought for victory, but here he con- 
4 - tended for his life. Perefixe, Matthieu, Cayet, le Grain, and d Au- 
bigne, relate the actions of this day in the ſame manner; but M. de 
K Thou, and vol. 8929 of the royal MSS. with ſome: little difference. 
D Aubigne fays, that the king did not ſhew himſelf entirely ſatisfied, = 
1 that only the dukes de la Tremouilte and d'Elbeuf joined together No 
| _ with 2 god grace, © ta, bruſh off,“ ſays he, “ the: dew before his 
1 5 "OW + * III. liv, iv. cob. 8. But n An TY 
1 


44 


3 4 Faye wy 1 E'] 1 o I RX "wan * 
1 n threw himſelf, bare · headed; amidſt fix of 
the enemy's ſquadrons, broke through them, and 
forced them to give r ryan. taking advan- 
tage of this opportunity, rall:ed about a hundred and 

IF twenty horſe,” and returned to ſupport the king, and 
EY all together drove the enemy's ho! back tothe main 
1 4 of the duke of e army): 
1 ENRY would not have ſuffered his ardour to hate 
 wanſported him ſo far, but that he did not immediate- 
y perceive, that a wood on each ſide of him was 
Bly: - Geoude with fuſileers, to whoſe diſcharge he had 
like to have been ex poſed, and would have been ſur- 
rounded by them, if, in the heat of the fight, he 
had attacked the 81 paniſh army: he therefore ſtop- 
ped his career, and | kept himſelf upon his guard. 
At that moment be perceived two other bodies of | 
3 - horſe,” who came out of one of thoſe woods to 
1 N the advanced guard, which he had van- 
This was one of thoſe critical moments, 
when the leaſt want of precaution brings on inevita- 
ble ruin. The king, who with ene glance perceir- 


2 much before the parliament, Mirebdav, la cure, and 
others. | 
Mc I have no need of counſel but of affiftihee,” replied Henry IV, 
dio thoſe whoadviſed him to make his eſcape on-a good Turkiſh hoſe 
/' that was got ready for him; “there is more hazard in the flight than 
x the chace,”* Matthieu, tom. II. liv. i. p. 187. 4e Mainyille, 
1 - adds this hiſtorian, ** who ſtood near him, and his piſtol ready charg- 
d ſor the ñirſt of the enemy that came near him, let fire at one ſo 
"8 4 propos, that he ſhot him quite through the head; and the ball came 
IE „ he, ſo about the king's ears, that he never ſpoke of a piſtol but 
| * he remembered this report, ſay ing, That it was the loudeſt he had 
ever heard, having been charged with two ſteel balls. According 
. to the account of the ſame hiſtorian, the duke de Mafenne demanded 
only four hundred horſe of the Spaniſh general to attack the kings 
troops; which the Spaniard refuſed him, being perſuaded that Henry 
donn wanted to draw him into an ambuſcade. This diſtruſt of the. 
enemy was the occafion of his eſcape at Fontaine-Frangoiſe, as it | 
dad been before at Aumale, And what is more ſurprizing is, 
that this prince only loſt fix men in ſo hot an action; while 
on the enemy's fide were killed one, hundred and twenty, beſides two 
hundred wounded, ; = 21 _ 0 8 8 ee liv, vii. 
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1553 ® or: DDE: 166: Þ 
ed the deſign of thele troops, ordered his to halt and _ 


Could ke themſelves no amends for their loſs, .. 


| the chevalier 4'Oiſe, meſſieurs de Vitry, de: Cler- FE ; 


| back, placing their infantry in the rear to cover X T2 


Lovis de I'Hopital-Vitry, George d 
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thicken 2 ranks, that they might be in a condi= -: 


tion to receive them; for in the heat of his victory Ys 


he overturned all that oppoſed him, and found him»; _ 
ſelf at large before all - thoſe battalions, who,were 


| aſtoniſhed at the miracles: they faw him perform. 0 ” 


Henry knew this ſurprize would not laſt long, ana 
that Lk would have the fury of a whole army to fuſ-.' 
tain, animated 71 . ſight of a handful of foes, to re. 
pair the ſhame an aſtoniſhing defeat; he 
therefore took. fic of the enemy s inaction, to 
regain at leaſt his firſt poſt, without bein purſued ; 

2 diſengag himſelf fr from the midſt of the enemy's. 
army with ſo much order and ſuperiority, that they 


And this prince, in one day, and almoſt i in one mo- 
ment, acquired the honour of the moſt glorious vi.... 
tory, and fineſt retreat, that ever Ly, hiſtory z afford-, ... 
ed an example of. . +, OR 
Ox his EE he-found 3 count of Chever 5 


mont, de Rifle, d'Arambure, 'de 1a Curee, d'Heures, 

de Saint-Geran, and de la Boulaye, with each bis 
company, which being r to thoſe troops the. © 
king had before, compoſed of eight hundred 
horſe. After this reinforcement the enemy durſt not 
attack them, being perſuaded that his — amy 
was not far off; and not yet recovered from their 
conſternation at the defeat of their men by a platon 
ſcarce the ſixth part of their number, mo turned 


cavalry, The king followed them cloſe, and h 


© + Henry Huralt, count de 2 George, de Brancas-\ 
ermont d' Armboiſe, „„ „„ „ „% 
de Crequy de Riſſey, Jean d Arambure, and Gilbert Filhet de la 
Cure, who alfo was in the engagement, where he fought without ar- 
-mour, and badly mounted. A voice, Which he thought to be the 
king's, called to him,“ Take care, Cure; when, lo, he found it 
was one of the enemy, who was juſt ready to run him through with 


6 be killss hid; Vol, 8929. MSS, neee | 
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_ Swiſs.” Theſe advantages were all owing to the 
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Saone upon the bridge they had buily'below Gray. 
' Not'dirinig"t | t ch 
by this exploit remained 


J 


to attempt che p 


e Burgundy, 
holly at the king's diſ- 


coCiretion : he reduced it all in a few days, except the 
SGeare , and ſeized ſeveral little towns in Franche- 


Compté, Which He releaſed at the intreaty of the | 


=} . 


. 
- 

— 
* 


battle of Fontaine - Frangoiſee 


Huxnv; when he learnt the defeat of his forces in 


Picardy, confeſſed,” that thoſe advantages, great as | 
they were, did not equal that 16fs. He quitted: Bur- 


| Rage and the Lyonnois immediately, and marched © 


aſtiſy towards Paris. Paſſing by Moret, T acquaint- 


ed him with my motives for leaving the council: he 


d of them, and was of opinion, that the con- 


fidence which the other members of it perceived he 
repoſed in me, and the deſtre I had to make myſelf 
ſitill more worthy that diſtinction, had drawn their 


enmity upon me. He had the goodneſs to conſole 


me for it, by aſſuring me that my ſufferings upon 


effects of enmity between leaders, which is almoſt - 
the ſole cauſe of the greateſt difaſters in war. He 


Villars, and never mentioned him but with the 
. higheſt praiſes: nor could he be deceived by any 
- thing which the intereſted parties advanced, to place 


acknowledged to me, that he had yielded unreaſon- 


I& 1 Seure, a town upon the river Saone: it has changed its name, and 
do is called Bellegarde, 7 7 | 


| | 
tis occaſion would only increaſe his friendſhip ſor | 
mee. I agreed with his majeſty, that at a time when ] 
the check his forces received at Dourlens might oc- . 
caſion a revolution, there was a neceſſity to diſſemble 
his diſguſt, and to avoid accuſing any one. It was 
to me only that the king complained of the authors 


of that fatal accident, and deplored the dangerous | 


appeared ſenſibly affected with the loſs of admiral” 
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all that had happened to the account of the deceaſed. 
I was then that this prince was convinced, and 
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au to propoſals for a 
bad been perſuaded was infallible 5-hewasexen tan 


and Calais eſpecially,” which tho 


and good fortune, preſerved Burgundy and his own: We 


_ princes may 
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ments of condolance u 


actions to words. They made him 


the ſatisfaction of hearing before he went, by a cou - 
N 4 01 irie * 5 11115 Wiz | 
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TTC 
wary the ſucceſs. of which he? 
did. enough to treat, it as an error] which, might!!! 
plunge France once more into greater miſeries tian 
thoſe ſhe; had juſt been delivered from. By ſpea king 
thus, che King only reflected on the greatneſd of Rn 
loſs ſuch as Catelet, Capelle, Ardres +, Dourlens 
Cambray from which Balagny had been juſt driten; 

eee eee 
was locked upon as already loft... As for me, 1 
thought the kingdom was then in moſt danger, 
when the King, by an aſtoniſhing inftance of valour 


— 


life. From that time Henry uſed to ſay; that a de 
claration of war was one of thoſe affairs that required, 4} 
the greateſt deliberation, and could never be ſuſſi: 
ciently enough attended to. From this example” 
Mil drag Anocher deten no leſs uſeful, 
which is, that they ought never to entertain a per- 
ſonal hatred for their neighbours, and that prudence; * --* 
on certain octaſions, requires them to ſeem diſpoſed. * 3 
for, a . reconciliation, notwithſtanding the moſt vio»: | 
lent, and even the moſt juſt reſentment; © 1595 Hh 
Tar king was careful to avoid diſcovering his 
thoughts im public; on the contrary, he endeavou— 
ed to revive. the courage of thoſe who ſeemed moſt 
depreſt. To the Pariſians, who made him compli- 
might be eaſily repaired, provided they would join 
ons t. s. They mad great offers; but 
his majeſty, who had had frequent proofs. of the li,. 
tle dependence he could have on them, took his oo ; 
meaſures, and without waiting for the accompliſ nn: 
ment of their promiſes, left Paris the next day, witièů˖ 


* 
8 


* Ardres was ſurrendered to the enemy by the count de Belin, l. 

moſt without making any defence: for which he was diſgraced, turn- 

ed out of His places, and ſent home to his eſtate, &c. Bongars Epi. 
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eiuer from Rome, chat the pope had been at lift pre- 
vailed upon to grant him the'abſolution'+ he had ſo 
long ſolicited,” In the preſent conjuncture, this news | 
= was of the utmoſt importance, ooo 
T.0o this abſolution the holy father annexed the 
following conditions 1: That the king ſhould ex- 
——! f , N eee 
© +. What made the pope,” ſays M. de Perefixe, “delay giving 
“ abſolution fo long was, ſaid he, becauſe that he alone had the 
e poet of reſtoring penitents: and he was very much diſpleaſed that 
e the prelates of France had taken upon them to abſolve him, tho“ 
) © they had only done it proviſionally, ad cautel . 
I © Beſides theſe conditions, the original of which may be ſeep in vol. 
_ $778 of the MSS. de la Bibliot, du Roi, Where the aft of ablolution 
c IV. is ſet down at length, in Italian, the holy father impoſes 
A therein for penance upon this prince, to hear on every Sunday and feſ- _ 
£6508 tival, a Fai age maſs in the chapel royal, and private maſs every , 
* week day, to ſay the roſaty every Sunday, the chaplet every Saturday, 
and the litanies every Wedneſday, to faſt every Friday, to confeſs and 
communicate publicly at leaſt four times 'a year. I obſerve, in this 
act, that the pope, aftet having given this prince abſalution, then 
e.ntitles him only the king of France and Navarre. At each verſe. of 
tze Miſererz, the holy father . light touch of the penitentiary | 
= crook on the ſhoulders of M. Du-Perron, and M. d'Offat, who are 
BE: therein called Procuratori di Navarre : this is but an ordinary formali- 
ty in this ſort of ceremony; upon which the proteſtant writers have 
nmaot failed to comment with great indignity, by ſaying that Henry IV. 
EF  . had fubmitted to receive laſhes of the whip from the procurator, and * 
bpther ſuch like calumnies: but theſe malicious pleaſantries have not 
been able to impoſe upon any, fince M. de Thou and all the ſenſible 
© - writers have ſhewn, that they were altogether unjuſt and without 
3 foundation. M. de Sully, as far as appears, had got over this popular 
| ns A know not if he obſerves the ſame equity with regard tio 
M. d' Oſſat. n 2 r 
© What be ſays here, and in many other places of theſe Memoirs, ex- 
eited in me a curioſity to read carefully the collection of this cardi- 
| nal's letters, who is reputed amongſt us to have been as good aFrench- 
man as an able Lauer w. I will ſpeak freely my mind as to each 
* © grievance whichFurniſhes the duke de Sully with occafion of attacking 
Rim, according as they fall in my way. And to begin with that of 
Henry IV*s abſolution, it appears to me, after examining all he ſays on 
© this head, page 45,43, x05, 10%, 115, 129, 208, &c. of the old edition 
in folio; that we cannot but acknowledge on one hand, that he met 
with great ſeruples in the pope's breaſt, and real difficulties on the part 
of the ſacred college: chat he applied himſelf with great aſſiduĩty and 
with equal ſucceſs to ſurmount them; and that any but he Would 
have had much to do to have conquered them; as is evident from what 
mappened to the duke de Nevers, the cardinal de Retz, the marquis da 
HS Pifany, and others : that for his own part he is very far from-approvs - , 
ig the many ſubterfuges'to which the court of Rome had often re- 
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CCC 
clude the proteſtants from all employments and 
dignities, and uſe his- utmoſt endeavours to ſuppreſs 

them entirely: That he ſhould reſtore the celebra- 
tion of maſs in Bearn, and obliged the huguenots to 
make reſtitution to the catholics of all the effects 
which had been taken from the eccleſiaſtics: That 
he ſhould prevail upon the prince of Conde to em- 
brace the roman catholic religion: That he ſhould 
publiſh and cauſe the council of Trent to be receiv- 
ed: and laſtly, That the jeſuits ſhould be again eſ- 

- tabliſhed in France. Theſe conditions which re- 
garded the proteſtants and the council of Trent 
were not complied with, the reſt were. 22 

Tuosz perſons who thought the king received 
laws from the pope upon this occaſion, ought to lay 
the blame upon Du- erron, and ſtill more upon Ar- 
naud d'Oflat, then agent for this affair at Rome. 
Theſe two eccleſiaſtics were {® 
theſe conditions, that they w 
if they had not been inſiſte 
may be given to a memorial which was many years 
— fone me from Rome, and which I ſhall 
ſpeak of fully in its place: it affords a complete 
proof of what I have juſt advanced, at leaſt with re- 
gard tod'Offlat, hy 5 „ 


* FA 


courſe in their formalities; and even that all this chicane made him 
often uneaſy, as alfo the unfair dealing which, he complains, they 
uſed in the bull of abſolution. However, in oppoſition to all this, a 
man may perceive on the other hand in theſe very places, and ftill 
more int all thoſe paſſages that in any meaſure relate to the proteſtants, 
the jeſuits, or the council of Trent, &ec, that his eminence was not 
at all diſturbed, that the affair of the king's abſolution had paſſed un- 
der the reſtrictions of which M. de Sully complains ſo bitterly : whe- . - 
IN ther it was that M. d' Oſſat did not perceive therein the pretended'  - 
k leſion of the honour of the crown,and the prejudice done tothe liberties 
5, of the Gallican church, which 1 leave to the learned to determine; 
| or whether he believed that all theſe precautions became neceſſary for 
a the intereſt of religion; or laſt, whether he were not biaſſed in fa- 
we; Bug vour of the maxims of the league: and yet all this does not hinder me 
from ſubſcribing to the encomiums which our beſt hiſtorians have 


„ given this cardinal; and in the laſt place Amelot de la Houfſaye, in 
5 the life he gives us of him that is prefixed to the edition of his letters, 
2 Vo, II. 5 | H #30 
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Tuts memorial advances two things relating to 
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the king's abſolution, which proves one of the pril - 
Cipal articles: that the pope and the whole ſacred 


college were fo ardently deſirous of the king's apply- 
ing to Rome for this ceremony, that they could not 
' conceal their fears, when they were ſometimes in- 


formed that Henry would be brought to deſpiſe it, 


or look upon it as uſeleſs ; and this the author proves 
from their own letters: ſecondly, that d'Offat, in- 


ſtead of informing the king of this diſpoſition in the 


court of Rome, which he would have done had his 


honour and dignity been of the ſmalleſt conſequence - 


to him, on the contrary gave. this prince to-under- 
and, that he could not obtain a reconciliation with 
His holineſs, but by offering an incroachment upon 
the liberties. of the Gallican church, and 3 
it by thoſe conditions already mentioned. Henry, 
however, rewarded his two agents with the higheſt 
dignity in the prelacy. | act 
In three days his majeſty arrived at Peronne, 


where he was immediately ſaluted by Balagny. This 


man, who by an exceſs of ridiculous yanity , had 


to which I refer the reader, The abbẽ Du-Perron and M. de Villeroi, 
had likewiſe done conſiderable ſervice to Henry IV. in the affair of 
his abſolution. Matthieu, tom. II. liv. ii. p. 210, & ſeq. 

t M. de Perefixe ſays, that Cambrai was taken by famine: others, 
as Matthieu, blame the miſunderſtanding that ſubſiſted between the 
dukes de Nevers and de Bouillon for it; and others again the negli- 
gence of Palagny. The Memoirs of the league, tom. VI. remark, 
that threg companies of Swiſs, not having had their pay given them, 
compelled him to deliver up the place. All the hiſtorians have cried 
up the courage of Renée de Clermont, the wife of Balagny, and 
Kſter to the brave Buſſy d' Amboiſe, who, after having, to no purpoſe, 
done all ſhe could to inſpire reſolution into the garriſon and her huſ- 
band, did not choſe to ſurvive the loſs of her principality, and died 
Either of famine or grief. And here in one article, is an abſtract of 


es the greateſt diſgrace that France has ſuffered from foreigners - 


„ in the memory of man.“ So ſpeaks d'Aubigne, in concluding 
the gth chapter, liv. iv. tom. IH, of his hiſtory, in which he has col- 
lected the taking of Catelet, la Capelle, Ardres, Cambrai, Calais, and 
the defeat. at Dourlens. Balagny tells a Spaniſh officer, who ſeemed 
ſurpri zed at ſeeing him take his miſtreſs along with him, and in the 
| fame boat, that love ſoſtened all the croſs accidents of fortune: 
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Joſt loſt his government, his fortune, his wife, and 


His honour, inſtead of bluſhing for his folly, and 


ſtorm the camp of the 
courſe that now. remained, which was to 'throw 
himſelf into the place, at the head of a conſiderable 
reinforcement. * Twice he embarked with this de- 
ſign, but a contrary wind forced him back again to 
land. While he deſpaired of accompliſhing Fig en- 
terprize, Matelet, governor of Foix, came to him, 


| 7. 223. 


concealing himſelf from reproach, affected to new 
himſelf, talked big; and in this ſtate, which was in- 
deed the fitteſt for him, expected all that regarded 


which is generally paid to unfortunate ſovereigns. 


Ihe king reſolved to attempt all things to aſſiſt Ca» 
ais: finding that his ay were not ſufficient to 
beſiegers, he took the*only _ 


and offered to attempt a third time to enter Calais, 
Fer ping him that, if he would. give him four or 


five hundred gentlemen, he would fo manage, either 


by ſea or land, that he would open himſelf a paſlage, 


"The king praiſing his reſolution; gave him the ef- 


cort he demanded ; with which Matelet ſucceeded 


in his deſign, and entered Calais, after having ſur- 


mounted a thouſand obſtacles f. But the glory of 
this brave action was ſoon obliterated, when it ap- 


peared that he had only joined the garriſon to be in- 


« Right,” replied the Spaniard, © and eſpecially at preſent, as you 


i will have leſs to do than you have had before,” P. Matthieu, 


tom. II. liv. ii. p. 21g. 5 2 1 
1 Hiſtorians do not agree as to this action. Some, as de Thou and 
d' Aubignẽ, by ſaying nothing at all of it, ſeem to call it in 
others aſcribe it to the fieur de Campagnole the younger; Davila and 
our Memoirs to Matelet, governor of Feix. Queen Elizabeth/of- 


fered to defend Calais againſt the Spaniards, upon condition that the 


place were put into the hands of the Engliſh, Sancy, who was then 
' ambaſſador at London, made anſwer to the queen, that the king his 
maſter would rather have ĩt in the hands of the Spaniards than in thoſe 
of the Engliſh : and Henry IV, ſaid himſelf, ** If he were to be bit, 
*“ he had rather ät was by a-lion than a lioneſs; and this was the 
reaſon that queen Elizabeth afterwards refuſed to beſiege that town, 
while Henry IV. lay before that of Amiens, though they offered 


queſtion 3 
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then to put it into her hands by way of ſecurity, Matthieu, U. 
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fected with their fears, and to conſent to a capitula- 


tion: and the king had the mortification to march 
to Calais, only to fee it ſurrendered before his face. 
Ir it be demanded where during this time were all 


thoſe French noblemen and officers who were ſo for- 


Ward in adviſing the war; and why they ſuffered the 
king to bear the whole. 3 it, and ſuffer re- 
peated loſſes? It muſt be owned, to the diſhonour of 
the French name, that they expected to draw ad- 
vantages to themſelves by the misfortunes their im- 
prudence occaſioned, and their negligence aug- 
mented; and formed, in the mean time, projects 
more fatal to the king's authority than the bloodieſt 
* n war. Theſe projects I ſhall mention imme- 
latei7. 7 N * 
4 The king, equally ſuperior to good and bad for- 
tune, comforted thoſe that were driven out of Ca- 
lais, provided for the ſecurity of * Boulogne, Abbe- 
ville, Montreuil, Monthulin, and other towns and 
caſtles, and marched towards St. Quintin, fearing 
leſt the enemies, who were not far from thoſe quar- 
ters, ſhould ſurprize ſome of the nobles, and general 
_ officers who came thither ſeparately. They choſe 
this opportunity for the execution of a defign which 
they had formed, before they left Paris. The duke + 
of Montpenſier was the perſon whom they charged 
with this commiſſion, not becauſe he was more diſ- 
affected than the reſt, but becauſe his temper was 
moſt eaſy, and his underſtanding the weakeſt. He 
accoſted the king at Saint-Quintin; and, in the 
name of the principal French nobility, propoſed to 
him, as the only means of ſubduing his enemies, to re- 
ſign to the governors of provinces the property of their 
governments, with an hereditary right to them, re- 
quiring nothing of them but their allegiance. 
Ir is not eaſy to comprehend  how' a. propoſal 
which had ſo manifeſt a tendency to throw France 
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into a ſtate of anarchy, that in former ages had filled 
it with blood and horror, could proceed from the 
mouth of a Frenchman, a prince, and what is more, 
a prince of the royal blood, Henry, ſtruck with af- 


toniſhment at the 111 of this affront _ 
| dignity, for ſome moments could 
not utter a word, while the duke of Montpenſier 


offered to the roy 
continuing a ſpeech which had been ſtudied long be- 


fore, endeavoured to prove to his majeſty, that while 
1 or rather thoſe little princes, obliged 
elves to maintain troops always ready for his 


the 
ſervice, he would be never again reduced to ſuch a 
ſituation as he was in at preſent, to appear before his 
enemies without ſoldiers to oppoſe them. The king, 
though agitated with various paſſions, diſcovered 
none to the duke, but pity towards him for the un- 
worthy part he played. He ſtopped him from pro- 
ceeding farther, by telling him, without the leaſt re- 
ſentment, that he had already heard too much; and 
that he was. convinced thoſe French nobles had ta- 


ken advantage of the eaſineſs of his temper, to make 


kim the bearer of a propoſal, the whole meanneſs of 
which he was not ſenſible of, he who was a prince 
of the blood, and nearer to the crown than himſelf 
bad formerly been. The king added much more to 
the ſame purpoſe, with equal calmneſs, and was ſo 


far from being apprehenſive that he ſhould be reduced | 


to yield to ſuch a propoſition, and ſo determined to ſuf- 


fer a thouſand deaths, if poſſible, rather than bring 
ſuch a load of infamy upon the royal dignity, that he 


- 


bad not even the thought of entering into any diſ- 


cuſſion of this project, or of uttering a ſingle yord 
r n em 
Ius duke of Montpenſier became ſenſible of his 
fault, by the air and tone with which his majeſty 
ſpoke to him; he bluſhed and aſked pardon for it, 
and. intreated the king never to remember that he 


5 © We are all gentlemen, ſaid Henry IV, ſometimes,” before the 
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” had been capable of thus degrading himſelf from his 
rank. "The king, after having ſhewn the duke the 
| whole extent of his fault, directed him how, in ſome 
' meaſure, to repair it, with theſe who had prevailed. 


upon him to commit it; and aſſured him, that he 


for his own part would forget it entirely, and till re- 
gard him as his kinſman. The duke of Montpenſien 


agreed to take the firſt opportunity that offered, 


When the authors of that inſolent propofal'brought 

it again on the carpet, to declare that he had reflet- 
ed well upon the commiſſion they had given him; 
that they might ſend their propoſal by any other per- 
fon, fince he abſolutely Uiſapproved ef it; and if 
ever he was to mention it to his majeſty, it ſhould be 
with a deſign to diſſuade him from it; and that they 


might depend upon his uſing his utmoſt endeavours | 


II was therefore to reduce the king to the necef- 
ſity of making them his equals, that the princes and 


to hinder its taking effect. He performed his taſk 
ſo exactly, and with an air fo natural, that he whol- 
ly diſconcerted all thoſe noblemen, and left them no 
inclination to make any attempts on his fidelity for 
the future, © „ ee 


governors of provinces in France ſo ill performed 


their promiſe of affiſting him with troops. The duke 


7 of Bouillon was one of thoſe who ſold his ſervices 


the deareſt. His majeſty, not doubting but he had 
2 part in the plot, was willing to have a proof of it 
from the duke's' perplexity, without letting him 


= know that he was informed of it by other means. 


Bouillon did not want art and, eloquence enough to 
conceal whatever he deſigned ſhould' not be known; 
but, beſides that Henry poſſeſſed in no leſs degree the 
art of penetrating into the thoughts of thoſe with 
whom he cenverſed, the preſence of a ſovereign is 
alone capable of abaſhing a man conſcious of any ſe- 
cret guilt towards him. The king began by con- 


vincing himſelf that the duke of Montpenſier had not 
betrayed their late diſcourſe to the duke EE 
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thoſe certain correſpondencies which as he ſaid he 


cartied on in Liege, Namur, and many other pla- 
ces in Luxembourgh, and Hainault, upon which he 
was ſenſible the war had been undertakennsn 
Bouillon, embarraſed by the queſtion, and that 
air of ſimplicity with which it was propoſed, inſtead 


of giving a direct anſwer concerning his pretended 
correſpondencies, fell into long ſpeeches, without 


meaning or end, which betrayed him more effectu- 


ally, than the moſt ſincere confeſſion could have 


done. He accuſed all the world; the duke of Ne- 


vers, who he ſaid had corrupted his officers and ob- 
ſtructed his levies; the Engliſh for not making the 
promiſed diverſion ; the Dutch for taking advantage 


of this conjunRure to increaſe the power on their 
fide of Over-Iſſel and Friefand. Upon which the 


duke of Bouillon, who fought only to turn the con- 


verſation ſtill more from the firſt ſubject, told the 


ing, that the true cauſe of the misfortune which had 


lately happened, was, that his majeſty had no perſon | 


of conſequence, and on whom he could have an ab- 


ſolute dependence, at the court of London, to haſten. 


the ſupplies that had been promiſed there; and at 


the ſame time offered himſelf for this embaſſy, and 1 
even ſolicited it earneſtly. The king being of 


opinion that it would anſwer no purpoſe to preſs the 


duke any farther upon this fault, ceaſed to mention 


it; and reflecting that he ſhould not loſe much by 


his abſence, conſented at laſt to the embaſſy to Eng- 


land. Accordingly his commiſſion was made but, 
and the duke of Bouillon, a few days after, ſet out 
for that kingdom, RET? 3 


I was from his majeſty himſelf that I had an 2G» 
count of this converſation with the duke of Bouillon, 
as likewiſe that with the duke of Montpenſier before 


Tun 
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After which he introduced the defeat of Dourlens, 
by aſking him plainly, and with a kind of confidence, 0 

how it happened that he had been diſappointed in = 
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Tun king had no ſooner quitted Bouillon, than 


| refleQing that the duke, inflead of having any deſign * 


to ſerve him uſefully at the court of London, had 


0 poſidl only ſohcited that employment to give bad 


om ons there of his conduct, or at leaft to labour 
ah for his own intereſt, he ſent Jaquinot for me 
in the morning, to communicate this fear to 

I kneeled on a cuſhion at his bedſide, and his 

| e aſked me immediately what was ſaid, and 
what 1, in particular, thought of the long conver- 


ſation he had juſt held with the duke of Bouillon. 


I replied, that = A on ueſſed his own way; and 
that probably the affair of Ham, and Dourlens, and 
the propoſal made by the duke of Montpenſier, made 


up the een part of it. The king told me that 1 


was miſtaken; that he was too well acquainted with 
the duke of Bouillon's difpofition, to doubt that any 
reproaches upon theſe occaſions, inſtead of correct- 
ing, would only ſerve to throw him in an open re- 
volt. His majeſty afterwards, repeating exactly all 
that has heen related concerning the embaſly to > fo 


land, propoſed to me to accompany the duke of 


Bouillon thither, that I might carefully obſerve his 


conduct. 


Is courts every thing is brought about by artifice. 
The king, after his converſation with the duke of 
Bouillon, telling his council for the finances, that he 


had fent the duke to E land, thefe gentlemen, af- . 


ter conferring together, found nothing hs fit to ſatis- 
fy their hatred of me, as to perſuade the king to join 


me with the duke of Bouillon. My abilities for ne- 


gociations were praiſed, an honour which they were 
. reſolved to deprive me of, when they had once ſue- 


© . / Eceded in removing me from the king, who not 


penetrating into their views, approved of the propo- 
15 did not ſo eaſily fall into the ſnare: 1 


ſhewed his majeſty the true motive of theſe gentle- 
men's feigned generoſity with regard to me. From 
3 Ge moment that the duke of Boulllon diſcovered _ 
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1 watched his conduct, and Ae ee bis projets EM 
he would not fail to break with me; and ſuch a ger, 
nius as he poſſeſſed, when animated with malice, 


would ſuggeſt to him the means of throwing upon i 


me the blame of all the faults he committed, and all 
the good he neglected to do. My enemies knew this 
as well as I; his majeſty was convinced by my rea- 


ſons, and preſſed me no- farther, 


Tux gentlemen of the council did not ſtop ves 15 
when, they came again to the 5 they were the 
ance they join- 

ed me to the duke of Bouillon; but ſince that duke 
was to ſtay but a ſhort time at London, they had 


firſt to confeſs that it was with relu 


pitched upon me to take his place with the ſame title 


| ans equal honours. All was alike to them, provided 


they could get rid of me. The king was again in- 


ffuenced by their opinions, and ſome days after, Ns, 


clared his intention to me; ordering me to make 
preparations immediately for this voyage; to pro- 


vide myſelf with money, and to diſpoſe my wife to 5 


follow me, if I choſe to have her with me; which, 

however, be did not think neceſſary, ſince I ſhould 
not, he faid, be abſent above ſeven or eight months ax 
moſt. The king perceiving my reluctance, accom- 
panied this order with the moſt kind and obliging ex- 


preſſions his imagination could ſuggeſt; he told me 


that the preſent perplexed fituation of his affairs 


hindering him from giving me the ſole direction of 

2 reproach himſelf for expoſing 
to the dangers of a long and furious ſiege the only 
man in his kingdom whom he thought worthy to-hlk 


the finances, he ſhoul 


that important poſt. His majeſty had juſt then 125 
_ himfelf publicly concerning the fiege of La- 
cre | 


aſtoniſhment at the obſtinate perſecution of my ene- 


mies, and the depth of their malice. Under the ap- 


Wir x the king was ſpeaking, I was ſtruck with 85 
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ever, all oportunities of advancing me: For who in 
my abſence would be ſolicitous for my intereſt ? Who 

Would hinder them from prolonging my ſtay out of 
the kingdom, till, affalfs having taken a fixed and 
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durable ſtate in France, there would be nothing left 


for a man who, by fo long an abſence, would be re- 
garded as a ſtranger. Theſe reflections kept me firm: 
in my reſolution not to go. I intreated the king not 
to force me to à journey for which I felt an invin- 
Cible repugnance z and I had the good fortune to 
find that Henry was of himſelf diſpoſed to believe 
that I ſhould be of more uſe to him at Paris than 
London, during the ſiege he was going to undertake : 
he therefore ſent me thither to facilicate his. ſupplies. 
of money, to furniſh him with whatever was neceſ- 


. fary towards carrying on the fiege, to receive his or- 


ders there, make one of his council, and direct its re- 
folutions. Had ont; aa of my revenge been in my | 
"own power, Ic not have fixed upon any more: 
eftectual. - u n 
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8 HE motive which had determined the Eing to 
1 undertake ſo difficult a ſiege as that of La- 
Fere, was, that, his enemies having after their ſue- 
ceſs ſeparated their troops, he would not ſuffer his 
own, who had at laft 3 * les 
there being a nec to ſecure Picardy, alrea 
fhaken e eee loſſes. Bac I had = | 
.- liberty of diſpoſing of myſelf as I pleaſed, I ſhould 
have choſen to continue with the-king during this 


ſiege, whoſe too great ſolicitude for my ſafety I could 


by no means approve: but I did not dare to refuſe. 
the commiſſion which would detain me in Paris; and 
his majeſty, to render this order leſs diſpleaſing, aſſured 
me, that he would not for a long time _— any 
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thing conſiderable againſt La- Fere; and that ſome 
time or other he would permit me to make a 
Journey thither. In reality I did fo ſeveral times, 
zut had no ſooner arrived, than the Wo of pro- 
viding for the ſubſiſtence of his troops obliged me 
to return again immediately. I comforted myſetf,, i 
however, with the thought, that through my dili- i 
gence the army being ſupplied with every thing it ha 
occaſion for, I might flatter myſelf with having, in 
ſome meaſure, contributed to the ſucceſs of this * 15 
which laſted ſix months, and was the longeſt that 
Henry was ever engaged in. This place, beſides 
its advantageous fortifications, had a very numerous 
garriſon, compoſed of choſen ſoldiers, and command 
ed by two excellent officers, the one a Frenchman*,, 
high ſteward to Montelimart ; and the other a Spa- 
niard, named Oſorio. | 3 


BERINGHEN'F, at the perſuaſions of an engineer, | 
who was his friend and kinſman, and had come ex-* 
pr-<fsly for that purpoſe from Flanders, where he had © 
! lived, took it into his head that it was poffible to ax 
all La- Fere under water; and, upon the aſſurances 
of his friend, was ſo confident of ſucceſs, that the 
king, though contrary to his on judgment, ſuffered* * | 
him to make the attempt: it would indeed have. 
ſhortened the fiege ; but it is to be obſerved, thatal- 
moſt all projects of this kind are liable to fail: the 
lighteſt miſtake is ſufficient to ruin them, and it 
ſeldom happens but ſome miſtake is made. The 
project of turning the eourſe of the Teſin formerly 
coſt Francis I. the Joſs of a battle, to with his 
liberty. In one of theſe journies I made to the 
camp, I found this propoſal upon the carpet. I look 
ed upon the execution of it to be impoſſible, and 1 
combated it with all my force: but the engineer 
wanted not plauſible reaſons to oppofe to ours. Ace- | 
„His name was Colas; the Spaniards had promiſed to males MA 
bim count de La-Fere. . | | * 
+ Peter de Beringhen was himſelf a Fleming, and born at Bruſſels. 
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cording to him, it was an attempt that would coſt 
but little time and trouble; all — had to do was 
to raiſe a cauſey: this they performed; and the 
water deſtroying their work two or three times, 
they renewed it as often ; at laſt it became proof 
| the water,. but the river did not riſe to- 
the height they expected : it is true, indeed, that 
it wanted only. fix feet, but that was ſufficient to· 
force them to abandon the work &, after having 
conſumed in it a great deal of time and money. 
Tre king falling ſick at 3 where his || 
head-quarters were, the ſiege of La-Fere ſuffered a 
{till e, delay. As ſoon as the news was brought. 
me I flew-to him, and never left him till his. health. . 
was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. His ſiekneſs was con- 
ſiderable enough to. make me apprehend for France 
the greateſt. loſs it could poſſibly ſuſtain, . The: 
governar of La-Fere, finding himſelf in want of 
© - every thing that eould enable him to hold out a lon-- 
ger time, ſurrendered the place to the king, who: 
Cauſed it to be repaired; and at the intreaty of 
. madam de Liancourt, he appointed her fon Cæſar 
to be governor of it, Manicamp, a kinſman * of. 
_ this lady, performing all the ſunctions of that of- 
fie, in quality of his lieutenant. - j 
rs majeſty marching afterwards to the frontiers of 
F Artois, took the caſtle of Imbercourt by aſſault; and- 
thought to have done the ſame, by petard, wich the 
City of Arras. Marechal Biron- + was the cauſe 
of the ill ſucceſs of this laſt enterprize, by. 
not providing himfelf with a ſufficient quantity of - 


— 


$ D*Aubiens does not ſpeak of it fo contemptibly, ch. 12, ibid... | 
The cauſey, ſays he, © having made the river Oiſe flow back 
* within La-Fere, it ſpoiled all the magazines they had in the 
% lower parts and ceHars of the town, It was a large machine, 
„ above quarter of a league in length. Such an, undertaking. 
* ſhews, that neither the king nor the kingdom was diſpirited 
i under theſe preſſures and diſadvantages.” 
Philip de Longueval, fieur de Manicamp, | 
| + Biron, in his turn, loudly exclaimed again the kings avarice,. 
br p Ps potnedag, 


Ss 
+ 
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effect, into the ditch, with the n that dĩrect- 
ed it, ſeveral of our men were killed and wound 
ed by it. It was, indeed, a mortifying thought 
that a conqueſt of ſuch importance, which would 
have ny Amiens from, the misfortune which; 
ſoon aſter happened to it, ſhould be loſt for want 
of a petard or two more. Biron, to ayoid 9. . 
reproaches he had reaſon to expect, got out of © 
the way, and went to diſcharge his rage upon the 
country about Bapaume, where he made a homie.” 


devaſtation. - 


THE ill ſuccef of the attempt. upon. 1 was. 


ſufficiently compenſated 8 many favourable events 
that happened at the end 
he beginning of this, which I ſhall paſs over ſli 


as uſual; theſe were the reduction of Toulouſe TH . 
che proſperity of the king's. arms in Proyence, and 
the reunion of the chiefs of the league i in the king's. 


party. Joyeuſe |, who had quitted the habit of A 
monk, to-reſume that of a ſoldier, and paid himſelf. 
with uſury for the mortifications of a cloiſterer, made: 
_ # treaty with the king about that tine. Fhe duke 


of Nemours & followed. his example; but juſt as _ 


was upon the point of being concluded, he died + 


with vexation, as ſame believe, for the bad ſucceſs”. 


of ſo great projects. Saint-Sorlin, his brother, 
continued the treaty yo himſelf. . The death of the 


duke of Nevers 4 delivered the king likewiſe from 


Fo As to theſe facts, conſult the hiſtories: before. mentioned bis 2 


| the years 1595 and 1596. 


|| Henry de Joyeuſe. He again entered himſelf among the. cas 


puchins, and, died. there, unger the name of father Ange. 

Henry de Savoie-Nemours. 

“ He vaided, by bis mouth and pores, every drop of blood in 
ce his body.“ Perefx, ibid. Cayet gives a very moving * 
of it, ibid. p. 

t Louis de mg died of a dyſentry at Neſſe ; in 159 «aged 

fifty-ſix ; of chagrin, ſays others, becauſe that. when be alkked 
| OR OY IV; TI Am. GAY regard to: Ci 
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2 troubleſome uſeleſs ſervant: Laſtly, the duke of 
Maienne, now abfotutely diſguſted with the trea- 
chery of the Spaniards,” began to think ſerioufly 
upon means to reſtore himſelf to the fayour of the 


Fin king thought it of ſuch importance to make 
himſelf maſter of Arras, that he refolved to beſiege it 
in form. I was the py perſon to whom he com- 
municated this deſign; ſecrecy was of ſuch conſe- 
quence on this great occaſion, that he durſt not'truft 
any one with the care of making obſervations upon 
the place, and therefore undertook that taſk him- 
felf, I had continued the whole- winter at Paris, 
emp] in his majefty's ſervice, and ſometimes 
made little excurſions to Moret, in which I took 

delight. One day, when I was buſy in over- 

ing my workmen, who were levelling the high 
nds about two thouſand paces from my houſe, to 

| Foal thither two rivulets which form thoſe two 
meets of water which are at preſent near the great 


made anſwes, © How ean you adviſe me on this head? you who 
| have never been nigher that town than ſeven leagues.” Tho“ 
M. de Thou, liv. cxiii, and Brantome, tom. III. p. 259. very much 
extol him, the charge which the duke de Sully brings agzinſt him, 
of having been always a very expenſive ſervant to his maſter, may be 
eakly made out, even from this general's own letters to Henry IV. of 
which we have a collection in de Nevers's Memoirs, tom. II. p. 237, 
376. e If your majeſty,” fays he to him in one of his letters, '*can- 
nok or will not come this length, I ſhall remove ſo far, that there 
« will be no grounds to expect any ſuccours from me. In truth, 
& fire; you do not make me returns ſuitable to the manner in which 
I ſerve you; and it appears to all the world that you do not value 
<© me much.--I never was treated in the manner you treat me by the 
& kings your predeceſſors; from them I received many favours, 
« whereby I was obliged to ſerve them implicitly; and T am yet to. 
& receive the firſt favour from your majeſty, If fatal and ruinousy, 
< commiſſions be not the favours I receive from you, I will be ſo free 
4% as to tell you, that I have received no other ſince you were pleaſed 
& to order me into theſe parts, &c. p. 348. And there are a great 
many more letters in the ſame ſtrain. It is from theſe the duke of 
Sully, to whom Henry IV. communicated all his cabinet ſecrets, 
formed a judgment as to the diſpoſitions of the duke de Nevers, 
and not from thoſe he writ to ſeveral other perſons, which ſhew 
(great attachment and zeal for the king's ꝑerſon. all | 
3's — cy | 


as 


* 


* * W 9 T U 9 * * has 
enn * 


ME MOTR S Book U. 
| . 0 


4 b « * ” 2.x * % "a6 2 
” ; 


1596. 0 7 8 0 L I . ws © 
alley, «Bok madam de Lianco ae 9 
who brought me a letter from this lady, and another 
from his majeſty, in which he informed me of his 
deſigns upon Arras, and the methods by which he: 
hoped to ſucceed. 'T hal never ſeen this prince in ſo 
great a rage as by this letter he appeared to be in, 4 
againft the © impo 7 and rogueries (theſe mere 
115 words) of eight gluttons ;” who were given 
Bim, he ſaid, inffeat of 005 that tis r = 
«' thoſe raſcals,” added he, with that pr us 
* number of intendants, Who have brought in all 
theft male and female goſſips, feaſt together, and 
« have conſumed _— a hundred thouſand crowns 4 
& a ſum large enough to drive all the Spaniards out 
« of Fan # This was, indeed, exactly true, 
which ] ſhall micks ſuſficiently clear when) | eamay 9 
into an account of the finances; at preſent I e | 
55 relate two or three circumiſtanees... Eh 
Fux council of the finances ſuppoſed; that in or- Wi 
der to furniſh the ſupplies for the fie "ge of La-Fere, - | 
they ſhould be called upon to clear their accounts? i 
in this, however, they were miſtaken, the king hav 
ing put the ſuperintendeney of the ſiege wholly into 8 
my hands. Theſe ſupplies Deſcures, la Corbinieres, 8 
and ſome other contractors, with whom he financers 
lived in ſuch intelligence, that they made uſe octa- 
ſionally of their names, without admitting them te: | 
more than very ſmall ſhares, were engaged to pro- FE 
cure. They then treated, under theſe borrowes# 
names, with tradeſmen and purveyors, who com- 11 
monly ſerved them at the loweſt prices, and cn 
vie to charge to the king thrice the real expence,.. 
Tune followltig fact J had from the king himſelf. 
164 conſiderable arrears were due from the royak 
| to the Swiſs ſoldiers, German horſe, and 
other foreigners in the French pay. The council 
fuborned a man, named Otoplote, who gave the ge- 
ceivers deputed by theſe foreigners to underſtand, 
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conſented to reduce their demands to ſuch a mode- . 
rate ſum. as could be given them, without draining the 
exchequer. The reduction was agreed to; but the 
gentlemen of the council charged the whole ſum to 

the king's account, and by this means robbed his 
majeſty, or rather the lawful creditors, of the over- 


= 411 ; SG A4 1-45 Enn 3 TT... 
J To this many other frauds of the ſame kind may 
be added. Theſe gentlemen revelled in luxury, 
While the king and his houſhold wanted neceſſaries. 
A few days after that on which his majeſty wrote 
to me, he ſent to inform them that he fad Qc-- 
caſion for eight hundred thouſand crowns, for an 
enterprize of great importance (the ſiege of Arras); 
he intreated, he conjured them to let him have this, 
ſum, but in vain; all the anſwer he could get was, 
that ſo far from being able to furniſh him with what 
he demanded, they knew not how to ſupply the ex- 
pences of his kouſhold. It is, indeed, curious to ſee 
bow this houſhold was ſupported... I am,” fays, 
this amiable and worthy prince, in a letter to me, 
. .* «<, very near my enemies, and hardly, a horſe to car- 
s xy me into the battle, nor a complete ſuit of ar- 
e mour to put on; my ſhirts, are all ragged, my 
e doublets * out at elbow, my kettle is ſeldom, on 
f << the fire, and theſe two laſt days I have been oblig- 
. ed to dine where I could, for my purveyors haves 
informed me, that they have not wherewithal to 
« furniſh my table.” Thoſe belonging to the gen- 
tlemen of the couneil were better provided. Henry, 
in his letter, deplored theſe monſtrous abuſes, leſs on 
his on account than on his people's, whom he ſaid. 
be looked upon as his children, ſince heaven had 
given him no others, and propoſed to me the deſign 
of aſſembling the ſtates of the kingdom, to conſider, 
of a remedy for all theſe miſdemeanors. 


„ have ſeen upon him, ſays le Grain, liy. vi.“ a coat of 
plain white cloth, that was very much ioiled by his breaſt- plate, 
« and torn in the ſleeves; as alſo-ftoekings that were very much. + 4 
« warn and holed through on the ſword. fide,” m 
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ſolution, and told my people, that I would go that 
on, without ſtopping at Pa- 
ris but only while I refreſhed myſelf and baited my 
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gave me to burn his 
letter, but not till I had taken a copy of it; and the 


il onsvyEDthe order the king 


reaſons for keeping it ſecret, no longer ſubſiſting, 1 
think it my duty to publiſh the contents, as a proof 


of the wiſdom. and goodneſs of this prince : his ma- 


jeſty concluded his letter with ordering me to come 


to him in Picardy, and to conduct his miſtreſs thi- 
ther. We were the only perſons to whom be could 


diſcloſe his thoughts with freedom. The letter from 


madam de Liancourt was very ſhort; in it ſhe in- 
formed me, that ſhe would ſet out the Tueſday fol- 

lowing, in order to reach Maubuiſſon on Wedneſ- 
day, where ſhe had a ſiſter, who was abbeſs , 


and that ſhe would wait for me there. 


I arRiveD at Corbeil on Saturday ev * FP 
tending to paſs part of Sunday and all Monday at 


Paris, having ſome purchaſes to make for the palace. 
Juſt as I entered the ſtreet de la Coutellierie, I meta 


meſſenger from madam de Liancourt, who acquaint- 


ed me, that that lady having received freſh letters 


from the king, and alſo an account that her filter, 


the abbeſs of Maubuiſſon, was ill, ſhe had determin- 


ed to ſet out before the day appointed, and that I 


might join her at Pontoiſe, I ſuſpected this lady had 


ſame night to Maubui 


horſes, which I did at the firſt inn I came to, whoſe 


deſign, was the three pigeons. The mention of this 
inn recalls to my remembrance a comical adventure 


* 


which happened to me there. 


1 


ENTERING, without any attendants, into a very 


large chamber, I found a man walking about it very 
faſt, and fo abſorbed in. thought, that he neither ſa- 


luted me, nor, as I imagine, perceived my entrance. 


+ Angelica d'Eftrees, | " "oY 0 „ dA 
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* 


an intention to make her court to the king at the ex- | 
pence of my dilatorineſs; I therefore altered my re- 


37 | 
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„ 
Looking at him with more attention, every thing in 


appeared to me very uncommon, his body was lon 
and ſlender, his face thin and: withered, his beard 

. white and forked; he had a large hat on his head 
that covered his face; a cloak buttoned cloſe at the 
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hib perſon, his manner, his countenance, and dreſs, 


collar, boots of an enormous ſize, a ſword that trail- 


ſoften his looks and words, pulled off his hat, and 


_— 


ed on the ground, and in his hand u large double = 


bag, like thoſe that are tied to ſaddle-bows. I aſk- 


el him, in a raiſed tone of voice, if he lodged in 
that chamber, and why he ſeemed in ſuch a profound 
contemplation? My man, affronted at the queſtion, 


without ſaluting, or even deigning to look at me, 


anſwered me rudely, that he was in his on cham- 


ber, and that he was thinking of his affairs, as I 


might do of mine. Although I was alittle ſurprized 
at his impertinence, I nevertheleſs defired him very 


eivilly to permit me to dine in that chamber; a pro- 
poſal which he received grumbling, and was follow. 


ed by a refufal ſtill leſs polite. That moment three 
of my gentlemen, my pages, and ſome footmen, en- 


tering the room, my brutal companion thought fit to 


offered me every thing in his power; then ſuddenly, 


eying me with a fixed regard, aſked me, with a wild 


air, where I was going? I told him to meet the 


ny % What, fir,” he replied, © has the king 
Cc 

| - 

66 yo 
„ ſet out?” 


woo you? Pray tell me on what day and hour 


. 


Tr was not difficult to diſcover an aſtrologer by 


* theſe queſtions, Which he aſked me with an invin- 


cible gravity. I was farther obliged to tell him my 
age, and to allow him to look into my hands. 


After all theſe ceremonies were over, © Sir;” 


faid he, with a air of ſurprize and reſpect, I 


„will reſign my chamber to you very will- 
ingly, and before it be long, many more perſons 
vll quit cheir places to you nnn, I 
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ceived his letters, and alſo at what hour you 


am = arm at ge wu 060 ©0. ee ee „ e mmm © ©» ww aq 
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do mine.“ The more pretended to be aſtoniſn- 
ed at his great abilities, the more he endeavoured ta 
give me proofs of them; he promiſed me riches, ho- 
nours, and power (aſtrologers are ſeldom niggards} 

and added, that if I would inform him of the hour 
of my birth, he would tell me all that had or ever 
would happen to me; but without deſiring to know 
my name, or telling me his, he thought proper, af - 
ter theſe words, to leave me precipitately, excuſing 
himſelf fot not ſtaying longer with me, upon the ne- 
ceſſity he was under to carry ſome papers immediate- 
ly to his advocate and procurator. I made no ef- 
forts to detain; but it was not the ſame with my peo- 
ple, whom I perceived to- be ſeized with fear and re- 
ſpect at every word this madman uttered. I diverted 

wife with an account of this little adventure in 

the firſt letter I wrote to her. 
Ix the evening I arrived at Maubuiſſon, which, 
ferves for a ſuburb to Pontoiſe: there I met madam 

de Liancourt, with whom I took the road next dag 
to Clermont. I rode about ſeven or eight hundred - © 
paces. before the litter in which this lady was, and 

which was followed at ſome diſtance! by a great uns | 
wieldy coach that carried her women; before and 14 
behind this coach marched ſeveral mules loaded with 14 

About a league from Clermont, where 
the road was very narrow, a ſteep hill on one ſidle, 
and a hanging valley on the other, leaving only rogm 
enough for two carriages to go a- breaſt; the-coach- © Wy 
man alighting upon ſome occaſion or other, one of | 
the mules p75 near the ſide of the coach, after ie 
ſtopped, by its neighing, and the ſound of its bells; / 
fo terrified the horſes, which unfortunately happened 
to be young and ſkittiſh, that, taking the bit between 
their teeth, they drew the coach along with ſuch ra. 
pidity, that meeting! with two other mules, hex 
overturned them in their courſe. The women with- 4 
in, ſeeing a thouſand abyſſes under their =} 
feet, apprehended their danger, and ſet forth moſt la... 
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mentable cries. The coachman and muleteers en- 


deavoured in vain to ſtop the horſes: they were al- 
ready within fiſty paces of the litter, when madam 
Liancourt, alarmed by the noiſe, looked out, and 
ſcreamed aloud; I alſo turned back, and trembling 
at the danger in which I 'faw'this lady and her at- 
tendants, without being able to aſſiſt them on ac- 


© count'of the diſtance I was at, Ab! friend,? faid 


1 to La- Font, & the women will be daſhed in pieces, 


„hat will become of us? and what will the king 


« fay?” While I was thus ſpeaking, I puſhed my 
horſe forwards with all my ſtrength; but this was 
uſeleſs; and I ſhould have arrived too late. 


an By one of theſe lucky chances, and which almoſt 


amount to a miracle, when the danger was greateſt, 
the axle- tree of the little wheels coming out of the 
nave by a violent ſhock which broke the pegs, the 


two wheels fell on each ſide, and the coach to the 
ground, and there ſtopped; one of the hindmoſt 


horſes was thrown down by the ſhock, and kept in 


the other; the fore horſes broke their traces, 
and paſſed fo cloſe to the litter, which was alread 
ddt the extremity of the precipice, that it is plain if 
they had drawn the was 4 
have been thrown over it. I ſtopped them and gave 
them to my domeſtics to hold, after whichſl flew to re- 


along with it, it would 


lieve madam de Liancourt, who was half dead with 
fear. I went next to the coach, and aſſiſted the women 


do get out of it: they were for having the coachman 


hanged, and I was complaiſant enough to give him 
two or three ſtrokes with my cane. At length their 
terrors being entirely diffipated, and the carriage re- 
fitted, we reſumed our journey; and till we arrived 


at Clermont I continued to ride cloſe to madam de 


Liancourt's litter. M en matt 
Tur king had ſet out for this place to meet his 


miſtreſs, and arrived there a quarter of an hour after 
us. I did not fail to inform him immediately of 


what had happened; and while 1 was relating this 
A | _____adven- 
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adventure, I obſerved him attentively, and ſaw him 
turn pale and tremble. By theſe emotions, which 1 
neyer perceived in him in the greateſt dangers, it was 
eaſy to gueſs the violence of his paſſion for this lady. 
Tu firſt moments were given to tenderneſs; af- 
ter which the king conſulted with me concerning the 
ſtate of his affairs. That which was of moſt conſequence 
at preſent, was the advice he had juſt received, by a 
letter from Rouen, that the duke of Montpenſier, en- 
gaged more ſtrictly than ever with the factious cour- 
tiers, had formed a yy dangerous —_ againſt his 
royal perſon (this deſign was not explained); and + 
that he was endeavouring by all forts of methods, 
to gain himſelf dependents. The king was ſo much 
the more afflicted at this news, as he really loved, 
the duke of Montpenſier; and ſince policy hindered * 
him from marrying his ſiſter to the count of Soiſſons, 
or any of the princes of Lorrain, he was accuſtomed 
to look upon this prince as his future brother- in-law, 
He inſiſted that all other buſineſs being poſtponed. 
for this, I ſhould go immediately to Rouen, and * 
there either prevail upon the duke of Montpenſier to 
return to his duty, or diſconcert all his projects. 
Isr AI fix days at Rouen, and during that time 
T had ſufficient reaſon to be convinced that the im- | 
putations againſt this prince were abſolutely falſe,  * 
and an artifice of thoſe who fought to throw the go» , 
vernment into confuſion. The duke of Montpen- 
Her, whoſe ſentiments were very different from thoſe - 
they accuſed him of, ſuffered nothing to appear ei- 
ther in his actions or diſcourſe, but what proved a , 
ſtrict attachment to the king. Thoſe perſons wit 
whom he had had the cloſeſt connexions, durſt not 
in his preſence avow any principle contrary to his, 
and had no hope of ever gaining him. One da 
when he did me the honour to invite me to dine with | 
him, he talked to me of his reſolution, to continue | 
inviolable in his duty to the king, with a candour 
and freedom which thoſe who knew him are ſenſible 41 
ZN | . ; | K-64 <> he | * 
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he would not have been capable of had he been con- 


ſcious of a N guilt; 5 — although he did not ſeek 


to. july. N innocence carries along with it 
vextain ſilent proofs, 
him by being faithfully devoted to the king; and on 
that 1 N promiſed me his friendſhip, of which I 
have ſince had many inſtances. I mentioned to 
him his marriage with the princeſs Catherine, as an 
affair in which, the king was as ſolicitous for his ſuc- 
ceſs as he could be. He confeſſed to me that he had 


38 "=p never deſired any thing with ſo much ardour as the 


poſſeſſion of this princeſs, but that he durſt not flat- 
ter himſelf with a hope of vbtaining her, ſince he had 
Not qualities, he ſaid, capable of gaining her heart, 
or of ſubduing the aſcendant the. count of Soiflons 
Had over him. I remained entirely ſatisfied with 
the duke of Montpenſier s ſentiments, and reſolved 
to give a good account of them to the king. The 
remainder of the time I ſtajd at Rouen I employed 


in renewing my former friendſhips with ſeveral per- 

= ſons, among whom were the firſt preſident de Boque- 
| _ mare, meſheurs de Lanquetot, de Gremonville, de 

Bourgtheroulde, de Berniere, all members of the par- 

| Ants the abbots de Tiron, and Martinbault; 


the ſieurs de Motteville, des Hameaux, de Meſnil, 


captain of the old palace; de la Haulle, de Menen 


Count du Meſnilbaſil, and others, by whom I was 

treated, and whom I treated i in: my turn. Hodges 
with la Pile, one of my 8 friends. 

I rouxp the king ſlill at Amiens , where a fow 
days after. arrived deputies from the principal cities 
of 17 and Languedoc, whoſe compliments 
* harangues his majeſty. received, with his ac- 
cuſtomed goodneſs, - he deputy. from Marſeilles 


| + The deputies of the town of Amiens ſpeaking 0 him, in their 
_addrefs, of Henry IITs goodneſs. Yes,” ſays he to them he 
% as a good prince, but he was afraid of yonz and fot my part 1 
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which. cannot be reſiſted. He 
_. embraced me ſeveral times as a man who was dear to 
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was heard with moſt pleaſure, as he ſpoke for a eityſo 


ancient, and at all times ſo faithful to its ſovereigus. 


Tux king being not only undeceived by/my- re- 


port of the duke of Montpenſier, but alſo more than 


cuver convinced of his affection, reſolved to make one 


effort more in his favour; and unfortunately I Was 
the perſon hom he faxed upon to diſcharge 
commiſſion. Having ſent for me one night ti his 
bedſide, he told me, that under a pretence of viſiting 
the princeſs Catherine, I muſt go and endeavour td 


ſons *, notwithſtanding the ſacrifice of the marri 


contract, ſtill poſſeſſed. After what had happened 
to me at Chartres upon this occaſion, I thought it 

raſhneſs to embark in an affair in which it was im- 
poſſible to ſucceed. I conjured the king not to ex ' 


poſe me, by this new attempt, to the eternal hatred 
of this princeſs, and the count. My intreaties, preſf- 


ing as they were, had no effect: he anſwered me 
on 


with the proverb, a good maſter, a bold ſervant'; 
and 1 had nothing for it but obediencde. 


My laſt reſource was to demand my commiſſion 
in writing, that it might ſecure me againſt the fate 


of many courtiers, who had been diſgraced for acting 
with blind obedience to their 'maſter, againſt perſons 
of that rank; and beſides a letter of compliment to 
the princeſs, I required a ſecond, in which he ſhould 
deduce the motives of my journey, the nature of his 
orders, and the manner, and arguments by which 


he deſired I ſhould enforce them. When I made 


this propoſal, the Fing, always tenacious of what 


concerned his honour, replied that his greateſt ene- 


mies never demanded more ſecurity than his word. 


I anſwered by e him that I would never make 


_ufe of it but at the laſt extremity ;- and that if the 


7 * She uſed to ſay to ſuch as ſpoke to her on the king's 
* 4 things, I will have my count.“ Matthieu, tom. 
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evail upon her to give the duke of Mont * 
ſier that place in her heart which the count'of Leif oF 
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pPrinceſs ſhould r diſpoſed to comply with his 
”.  - defires,” provided I could convince her that I acted 
3 ſolely by his authority, this writing would then be 

The king yielded to this laſt argument; 

and being furniſned with this authentic piece, 1 
took the road to Fontainebleau, where the Rn: 
then was,” extremely perplexed with the part I h 
| ak * OS 1 | 4; YM $ . n 
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Israld only a day at Paris, from whence I went 
d the princeſs, who expected me with impatience, 
tte king having informed her ſome days before by 
= - Lomenie of my intended journey, without explain- 
Vꝛ4 ing the occaſion of it. She had flattered herfelf (for 
love, if it fears-all, hopes all likewiſe) that I might 
| poſſibly be come to make the count of Soiffons hap- 
py; and this thought made me happy alſo, as _ iy 4 
. as it laſted, which was the two firſt days; for thoſe 
'T thought neceflary to give to civility and compli- 
ments. She altered her behaviour on the third, 
when ſhe found that I only introduced the ſubject 
of her love to declare to her that the count of Soiſ- 
ſons had, by his imprudent conduct, incenſed the 
king to ſuch a degree, that ſhe ought no longer to 
think of making him her huſband: for I judged it 
proper to begin by removing one, before I eudeavour- 
ed to introduce the other. e en 
ALTHOUGH, in ſpeaking of the count of Soiſſons, 
I made uſe of the gentleſt terms my imagination could 
furniſh: me with, he had in the princeſs ſo ardent a 
defender, that in her anſwer ſhe-intermingled the 
harſheſt epithets, and menaces of depriving me of the 
king's favour. Aſtoniſhed at à rage fo faden and 
violent, I thought of nothing but appeaſing her, 
otherwiſe my commiſſion would have that moment 
been at an end. I therefore intreated her to hear me, 
and began a tedious ſpeech, of which I knew not 
myſelf the end: and fiſt 1 introduced a long and 
eloquent proteſtation of my reſpect, attachment, and 
earneſt deſire to ſerve her; during which I racked 
nc 8 my 
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means 
_ * neceſlary ſhe ſhould hear, namely the count of Soif- 


ſons' inſolent behaviour to the king, was preciſely _ 
that which would enrage her the moſt., I ventured _ 


however, ts break through this difficulty, and con- 


jured her to reflect ſeriouſly whether this prince had, 
by his whole conduct, deſerved that the king ſhould 

be ſolicitous to raiſe his fortune. It was the hope 
only that a diſcourſe, whoſe beginning was ſo diſ -.- 
agreeable, would end in a manner favourable to hen. 


paſſion, that obliged the princeſs to give any atten- 


1956. 0 r A "as 
m/ 2 in vain, to furniſh me with the 
f calming her mind, ſince what it was moſt- 
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tion to me; which I judged by thoſe emotions f 


anger and diſdain which overſpread her face alter- 
nately with bluſhes and paleneſs. _ 1” xabe 
I conTingeD: to lay before her, with all the mo- 
deration imaginable, the many cauſes of ill-willwhich 


the count had given the king, particularly his be- 
haviour in Burgundy, certainly inexcuſable even in 


the eyes of a miſtrgſs. I uſed however the procau- 
tion to repeat frequently, that, for my own part, I be- 
lieved the count to be very diſtant from thoſe ſenti= 


ments which his conduct gave toom to attribute to 


him: I dwelt upon the conſequences it muſt una 


voidably have, at a time when a proceſs was actu- 


ally commenced againſt the princeſs of Conde, by 


which the prince her ſon, {till a huguenot, lived un- 
certain of his ſtate, in a kind of baniſhment at Ro- 


chelle. This affair being of the number of thoſe in 


which juſtice alone was not ſufficient, the friends of 


the young prince would have found it difficult to 


have ſcattered thoſe accuſations againſt the mother{ | 


and ſecured to the ſon his rank of firſt prince of the 


blood and preſumptive heir to the crown, if the king, 
by ſuppreſſing the inſtruments of the proceſs, as he 


did at laſt, had not intereſted himſelf in the juſtiſica- 
tion of the one, and the defence of the other. I made 
the princeſs ſenſible that the count was maſter of his 

own fate, but that he made ſo bad an uſe of the king's 
eie. 13 favour- 
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Favourable diſpoſitions towards him, that he would 
infallibly oblige him to engage in the intereſts of his 
rival. In ſhort, I ſaid enough to have made any 
bother think he was greatly to be blamed, SEL 
Tut princeſs, who during this diſcourſe, ha 
fallen into a reverie, occaſioned more by vexation than 
1 £ - prudent refleckions, interrupted me to haſten _ 
to that concluſion which I had given her a favour- 
able hint of, and which ſeemed farther off in propor- 
tion as I lengthened my ſpeech. But having once be- 
gun, ſhe was not ſufficiently miſtreſs of herſelf to 
ſtop where ſhe intended; and giving way to the rage 
ttat filled her heart, ſhe fell upon me a ſecond time, 
who, ſhe ſaid, only ſought to deceive her, and upon 
the king her brother, who loves me fo much,“ 
ſaid ſhe ironically, “that he cannot reſolve to get 
«© rid of me;“ and as a proof entered into a long enu- 
meration of her lovers; amongſt whom it would have 
been eaſy to prove that ſhe had miſſed of aneſtabliſh- 
ment through her own fault, as when ſhe refuſed the 
king of Scotland. In the courſe of her complaints 
| ſhe neither ſpared the queen her mother, nor king 
Henry the third, who, ſhe ſaid, had all conſpired to 
keep her ſingle. Her ſtock of rancour being almoſt 
\. exhauſted by ſo many invectives, the ſofter paſſion 
took its place, and naturally turned her thoughts on 
the count of Soiſſons; a ſubject which the treated not 
Jeſs amply, but in a manner very difterent from the 
former. br of UE R$ i EF 
Arx length, recollecting that her deſign by inter- 
rupting me was to hear that advice by which! I told. 
her, all paſt errors might be repaired, ſhe aſked me 
poſitively what that advice was, but with the ſame 
tone of malignant raillery ; by which was ftill bet- 
ter 4, 45 that her mind was irritated beyond the 
power of human eloquence to cure: but prefled by 
the queſtion, I replied, ** By the count of Soiffons? 
% doing the very contrary of what he has hitherto 
done“ The obſervations I made while I pro- 
n l . . nounced 


- 


* 


nounced theſe few words, were ſufficient to perſuade 
me, that it would be to no ſe. 
duke of Montpenſier to her; 1 . —— looked up- 
on my commiſſion to be at an end, or rather ab- 


ſolutely uſeleſs, and all I aimed at now was to dra 


myſelf out of this embarraſſment by expreſſions ſo 


vague and general, that the princeſs, might not take 


any advantage of me, nor afterwards maintain that I 
had failed in my promiſe to her. Nothing is more 


eaſy than this kind of diſcourſe. I entered at firſt - 
upon the neceſſary duties of crowned heads, and ex- 


patiated long upon the ſubject; from whence,. how- 
ever, I drew no other inference, but that the king 


could not be reproached with any failure of his. 
This introduced another ſet diſcourſe, divided into 

ſeveral parts, wherein Henry's. gentleneſs of diſpoſi- 
tion was not ſlightly diſcuſſed; and to conclude by 


ſomething ſtil clearer, ſincę the princeſs, contrary 


to my expectations, had patience enough to liſten ts 
ſo tedious an harangue, I aſſured her, in a few,words,, u ; 


that Henry's temper was ſuch, that I was confident 


he would be eaſily prevailed. upon to conſent to 


N thing that was reaſonable. | 


HE princeſs, ſurprized at ſo precipitate a conclu- 


ſion, aſked me, indeed with ſome appearance of rea- 
ſon, if I had nothing more to ſay to her; for it is cer- 


tain, that I had gone a great way about to little pur- 


rpoſe to propoſe. the 
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poſe: I replied, that I had ftill a great many things 
T . n laſted M 


to add. This long converſation. havin 
night, I depended upon having, wearied A + princeſs 
ſo much, that ſhe would take an abſolute leayę of 


me; but I was miſtaken ; ſhe gave me only till the 


next day to ſatisfy her demands, and left me with a 
ſullen and malignant air, accompanied with a glance, 
and ſome interjections, which I heard as I went out, 


upon the part 1 had played at Chartres g, from. 


5 
* * 
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whence I drew a very unfayourable preſage. 

I $y0ULD have been the moſt preſumptuous of all 

men, if, after this, N have flattered myſelf with 
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confirmed me in my opinion. 
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being able to bring her to the point we deſired. In- 
deed I was fo far from entertaining ſuch a thought, 
that T ſhould have been tejoiced, if the princeſs, in 
quitting me, had commanded me never to appear be- 


Fore her again. I went however to wait upon her 


at the 2 RR hour, which was after the had 
had repaired to her cabinet earlier than 
uſual, and continued there ſhut up conferring with 


the ladies de Rohan, de la Guiche, de la Barre, and 


de Neufvy, from none of whom I had the leaſt reaſon 
to expect any good offices. I waited in her chamber, 
talking to the ladies de Gratains, and Pangeac, and 
two ebf ladieh: who were as much inclined 


to favour me as the others to do the contrary, I told 


them, that I ſhould not have been ſorry, if they had 
been in the princeſs's cabinet inſtead of thoſe ladies 
that were then with her, who, I was perſuaded, were 
that very moment giving her very bad advice. They 
told me I ought not to imagine ſo, but in a tone that 


Ir was an hour at leaſt, before the princeſs came 
out; ſhe had been all this time preparing herſelf, 
and, perceiving me, told me that ſhe K. to 
give me her anſwer; the purport of which it was 
not difficult to gueſs, by the cold yet contemptuous 


air with which ſhe pronounced thoſe words. I fol- 
| Jowed her, in great uneaſineſs; but ſhe ſpared me the 


pain of ſpeaking firſt, by telling me that ſhe acquitted 
me of all I had promiſed to infofm her of, and that 
now I had nothing to do but to hear her in my turn: 
then aſſuming an air ſtill more haughty and con- 


temptuous, ſhe treated me in the preſence of all 
thoſe witneſſes (Lam obliged to confeſs it) like the 


baſeſt of men, who, ſhe ſaid, took upon myſelf the 


Character of a perſon of importance, and an able 
Politician, while, in reality, T was a vile and infa- 
maous paraſite, who had endeavonred to extort from 


her own month a confeſſion of faults, which neither 


he nor the count had ever been guilty of, to make 
& 4 1 my | 
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my court to the king, who was himſelf aſhamed of - 
the part I had acted. The princeſs could not hers _. 
voi falling into the female fault of bett ing, by - 
 anexuberance of words, the .ceſerve.ſhe had reſolved 
tao maintain, Something which. I had ſaid the even- 
ing before, relating to her conduct and that of the _ 
count af Soiſſons in 1 ns occurring to her memory, 
{ſhe entered into an unſeaſonable juſtification of it. 
Pangeac, was called.a great loggerhead, who had not 
yet received his deſerts; my comment upon the du - 
ties of kings was found highly unbecoming: then 
recalling herſelf from this rambling. ſtrain, the told 
me, that to cloſe. all with a few. words, and to 
binder me from boaſting of my commiſſion, ſhe gave 


me to underſtand, that I was. raſh. and imprudent to 7 - 


the laſt degree, to concern myſelf with the affairs 
of a perſon ſo far above me; I, that was only a pri- 
vate gentleman, whoſe higheſt honour it had been to 
be brought up in her family, and who, as well as all 
my. relations, had ſubſiſted only upon the bounty of 
the prince of Navarre; that the fate of all thoſe 
who, like me, ungrateful for paſt benefits, durſt pre- 
ſume to interfere betwixt perſons ſo nearly united, 
was to be ſacrificed ſooner or later, without the ho- 
nout of having my interpoſition .known to be the 
cauſe. From a woman theſe; expreſhons might be en- 
dured, but, as the princeſs was well aſſured that no 
man whatever, not even the count of Soiſſons, al- 
though a prince of the blood, durſt treat me in the 
ſame manner, ſhe added, as the higheſt affront ſne 
could think of, that all ſhe had ſaid was in the 
count's. name as well as her own... E 8 
of this ſpeech was of a piece with all the reſt: be | 
threatened, with an exceſs of rage, to ruin me for 


ever with the king, by a ſingle word, and forhad me, 


for the future, to appes in any place where ſhe was. 


I vo not believe any diſtinction of rank or ſex can 
authorize. the uſe of terms ſo outrageous : certainly 
it cannot be vanity in met? repeat them; dae 
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the princeſs added endeavours to words, and oblige 


me to take meaſures for my on defence, in which, 


Tor the firſt time, I waved that ſubmiſſion which I 
owed to a princeſs, the ſiſter of my king, I cannot 
better prove the necefſſity J was under to take thoſe 
ſteps, than by faithfully relating thoſe converſations, 
and even the very words that were made uſe of, 
Although my pride ſuffered greatly by this ſhame- 


Jul treatment, I had diferetion and even policy 
enough, not to ſuffer it to appear; I ſay policy, for 


had my countenance expreſſed the leaſt emotion, or 


my reply the leaſt bitterneſs, the princeſs, without 


hearing me, would have left me in a triumph that it 
was neceſſary I ſhould leſſen before; thoſe perſons 
who either took part in or were witneſſes of it. 

I BEGAN therefore with the falſe timidity of a man 
who is ſolicitous to diſculpate himſelf; and that I 


: might engage the princeſs to hear all I had to ſay, I 
.to 


p her that T was very much prieved, to find that 
-the prejudices ſhe had conceived made her diſcover a 
meaning in my words that I had no intention to 
give them, and had drawn upon me a treatment I 


Could not poſſibly deſerve ; that it was eaſy for me to 
© convince her how little I merited thoſe reproaches 
he had caſt upon me; and to begin with the count 
of  Soiffons, ſhe knew that in all I had faid relating 


to him, I had added that, for my own part, I was 
abſolutely convinced of the rectitude of his intentions. 
By this introduction, I ſtopped the princeſs, who 
imploring pardon at her feet. N 
1 i WENT on with the ſame compoſure to tell her, 
that. to remove the diſpleaſure ſhe ſeemed to entertain, 
that a private gentleman, and one unworthy to ap- 
proach her, ſhould be ſent to treat with her; I beg- 
ged leave to remind her, that although, by the pro- 


- Tuppoſed ſhe ſhould ſoon have the pleaſure to ſee me 


digality of my anceftors, I was neither poſſeſſed of | 


the eſtate nor dignities to which I had a claim, yet, 


however, more than a hundred thouſand crowns had 


— been 


» 
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been carried by the daughters of my family, into the 
houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria ; and that, far from 
+ being a charge to the king ſince I had been in his 

ſervice, his majeſty had ſometimes given me the 
_ pleaſure to ſee him have recourſe to me in his neceſ- 
ſities. I acknowledged, however, that nothing could 
juſtify my having exceeded his orders, if I had 
really been capable of doing ſo. That moment, tak 
ing another paper of the king's out of my pocket. 
addrefled to the princeſs, in form of a letter, I too 


the advantage of the aſtoniſhment into which I had. 


caſt her, to tell her, that to finiſh my meſſage be- 
fore I quitted her for ever, I declared to her, as her 
ſervant, that his majeſty holding the place of her fa- 
ther, and being likewiſe her maſter and her king, 
ſhe had no other part to take than ſubmiſſion to his! 
will; that without liſtening to any thing the count 
of Soiſſons could ſuggeſt, ſhe muſt reſolve either to 
accept of a huſband from the king her brother, or 
incur the loſs of his favour; that in this laſt caſe, 
it would be a very ſenſible mortification to her, after'' - - 
having held the rank of a queen, to ſee herſelf redus- 


ced to A very inconſiderable fortune, fince the w a 3 Pry 2 2 


not ignorant, that beſides the preſents the king had 
beſtowed, in the reſignation he had made her of thoſe 
eſtates ſhe at preſent. enjoyed. he had conſultek 
rather the dictates of his own heart than the laws 
and cuſtoms of Navarre, which would have appoint- 
ed a very ſmall proviſion for her. 
T's laſt words drew the princeſs, in ſpite of 
herſelf, out of that ſcornful inſenſibility ſhe had affe&- 
ed to ſhew, to enter into the greateſt tranſport f 
rage that any woman could be capable of. After 
giving vent to all that anger could inſpire, ſhe went 
riouſly into her cabinet; and I withdrew, with 
great compoſure, towards the ſtaircaſe, whither 
madam de Neufvy came running after me, to tell 
1 reſer the reader to the explanation I have given i inn 
af els Memon about the Were of the no dae A 


176 
me, that the princeſs had ſent her to demand the 
gem of thoſe four ladies, who had perſuaded the 
princeſs, that ſhe would ruin me more effectually 
with the king, if ſhe could make it appear that I had 

facrificed his majeſty's letter. I perceived the ſnare 

that was laid for me, and I replied to madam de 

\ Neufvy, that I was ſurprized the princeſs, after hay- 


for his fault, if he did not repair it by ſubmiſſion.” 


uw 
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ing refuſed to hear the contents of the letter, 
ſhould ſend immediately to demand it. I added, 


that I would communicate it wen to the princeſs, 
10 


and read it to her, having occaſion for it myſelf. 


This was not what the meſſenger wanted, and ſhe 
returned without making me any anſwer, 


I wENT that evening to Moret, where my wiſe 
then was, and ſtaying with her only one day, ſet out 
the next for Paris, to meet my courier, whom I had 
ſent from Fontainebleau with diſpatches to the king. 
But I was greatly ſurprized when, inſtead of him, I 
jaw young Boelſle, the princeſs's ſteward of the houſ- 
hold, arrive with a letter, at which I was ſtill more 
ſurprized, when I ſaw it was from the king. I 
knew that Boëſſe was the perſon whom ſhe ſent with 


her diſpatches to his majeſty. I found that this let- 
ter had been ſent open to the princeſs, and had not 
Fea Janis: ed to me till it bad paſſed throuah her 


hands, and that ſhe had ſealed it with her own ſeal: 
all theſe circumſtances left me no room to doubt of 
my misfortune, which by a ſad foreboding in my 
mind was {till more confirmed; and I opened the 
letter trembling. My fears were but too juſt ; in- 
ſtead of praiſes, and thoſe expreſſions of eſteem and 


confidence with which the king's letters to me were 


generally filled, my eyes were ſtruck with a ſevere 
command to make the princeſs fatisfattion. - His 


majeſty could not ſuffer (theſe were his words) 


& that one of his ſubjects ſhould affront. a princeſs, 
and his ſiſter, without puniſhing him immediate]y 


\ — 


» 
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I VAS a 1 confeſs, with this wars 
pected blow, and ſo much the more, as, havin 
- Treaſon to imagine that the king had not reeeive 7 
letter, I faw that it was after he had read it that I was 
thus treated. What reſlections did J not then make 
upon the misfortuneꝰ of being employed in ſettling the 
differences of 19 of ſuch rank nk, and the da 
of Cog ng I had nothing to reproach myſelf 
. bene in in rei 0 Henry; I had ſerved him FRI em 
eats with an RO aſſiduity, anda zeat 
Pug Wing could allay: it was with reluctance 
that I accepted” this la dikereenblo commiſſion * 
the writing died had obtained of the king con- 
tained many things much more ſevere than any I 


had faid to the princeſs; and 1 had ſuppreſſed them 


at à time when it would, perhaps, have been excuſ- 
able to have aggravated nem. My guile was, at moſt, 

a too faithful "obedience; "yet hig majelty ſacrifice 
me cruelly,” without any zegard to my reaſons, or 
his own expreſs commands: I was ſenſibly affected 
with this injuſtice, and all my thoughts ran upon 
forming ſtrong reſolutions to quit the court for ever. 


Bor ſcarce had I taken theſe reſolutions when a 


thouſand motives concurred to make me ehange 
them. Henry, as I had already ofteh proved, had 
acquired ſuch an empire over my will, that after re- 

ated oaths on my fide to quit bim, a ſingle word 

om him has drawn me to him as it were by en- 
chantment. Tothis was added the conſideration. of 
my own intereſt : by liſtening to my reſentment E - 


was expoſing myſelf to loſe the rewards of my long . 


ſervices; a+ I, pas juſt upon the point of obtaining 
them, and at a time when, being diſinherited By the 
viſcount de Gand, I loſt an eftate of fifty thouſand 
livres a year; exhauſted. by a long and painful ſer< 
vice, having a houſe to eftabliſh, Bd menaced with . 
2 numerous family by the — of my wiſe, theſe 
expected rewards were all my refource, and the only ' 
tagadation: I had to F build upon. But, * other © 
| „„ dae, 
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the haughty and contemptuous behaviour of a prin- 
ceſs, with whom I had juſt before maintained a cha- 
racter ſo different, and who would make this cup as 
bitter for me as ſhe was able? The agitation and 
grief of my mind may be eaſily imagined. 8205 
I ar length took the moſt prudent. part I could, 
but it was far from ſuſpending the uneaſineſs that 
preyed upon my ſpirits; I feigned ſickneſs, and the 
32 1 with which I was ee 1 70 
ality capable of communicating to my body part of t 
diſorder of my mind. n whats 
. ever the cauſe of my grief, but ſent for a phyſician, 
who making me tremble ſor the conſequences of a diſ- 
eaſe entirely of my on framing, promiſed, however, ta. 
reſtore me to health by the force of bleeding and purges, 
Ar four o'clock. inthe aſternoon another ꝑhyſician 
arrived, for whom the cure of my diftemper, was re- 


fſerved; this was Picaut, my cqurier,, whom I, had 


waited. for impatiently, to take, upon the accounts 
he ſhould bring me, my laſt eſolutions. After in- 


forming me that he had had the misfortune to ftrain 


the inſtances and importunities of. his 


bis ankle, which was the cauſe that the princeſs's 
courier came to the king before him, he preſented 
me with a letter, in this prince's own hand- writing, 
which removed all my complaints: Henry told me in 
it, that I had reaſon to be offended with the contents 
of his former letter, which he had written in one of 
thoſe ſudden tranſꝑorts that I knew were natural to 
him, and upon exaggerated complaints, 28. ta 
iſter 8 but 

that to calm my. uneaſjneſs, he aſſured me he would 
diſavow nothing I had. e he failed, he 
is own letter againſt 


bim: he concluded with theſe words, Come to 
me, that you may inform me more particularly of 
e all that bas paſſed, and depend upon being as well 
3 received by me as you have ever been, let who, 
« will be angry at it. Adieu, my friend— 1 


= — 


% 


fide, how could I endure to ſuffer, like a criminal, 1." 


Yo 
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Ix this kind familiarity I knew again my old maſ- 
ter. This letter not” ha the — — of May, and 
the firſt the 15th, and both from Amiens, for Which 
place I ſet out very early in the morning, and arrived 
there the next day. I neither ſuppreſſed nor palliated 
any part of what had been ſaid or done at Fontaine 
bleau between the princeſs and me; and his majeſty, 
by repeated expreſſions of friendſhip and eſteem fon 
me, ſhewed that he approved of my whole conduct. 
Tur I may not too often interrupt the courſe of « 
my hiſtory by a recital VYhich is equally proper every 
where, I ſhall finiſh in a few words, all that con- 
cerns this affair. La Varenne, who was employed 
by the princeſs to take care of her intereſts at the 
court, did not fail to inform her of the good reception · 
the king gave me, and the report that was every 
where ſpread, that: the finances would be holy con- 
Aided to my care. The princeſs: comprehended, by- 
this news, that it was now neceſſary not only to re- 
nounce her vengeance, but alſo to- be upon good 
terms, for the future, with: a man from whole hands 
henceforwards all' the appointments for the ſupport: 
of her houſnold would proceed. Whether ſhe was 
convinced that ſhe herſelf was wrong, or ſtill impu- 
ted the blame to me, ſhe had the generoſity to ꝓardon 
me: and I muſt confeſs, to the honour of the prineeſs, 
that in this ſhe ſhewed a greatneſs of ſoul of- which 
few perſons- could have been capable. If in thoſe: 
qualities which marked the character of this-princeſs,... 
we except an exceſs of vivacity which it was not in 
her power to reſtrain, and to- which, in the affair 
above-mentioned, . was added the force of the moſt 
impetuous of all paſſions, her diſpoſition will bee 
found naturally good and eaſy, capable even of the 
refinements of friendſhip, and the warmth of gras 
titude. - Pho Fav DX <9 110 
SHE communieated this alteration of her ſenti- 
ments with regard to me to madam de Pangeac, one 
of. my friends; and even made the firſt advances to 


A 
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madam de Roſny. I had left her in child- bed at Mo- 


ret. When her health was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, 
ſhe went one day to church at Fontainebleau, and re- 


. turned without waiting upon the princeſs, under 


pretence of a ſlight indiſpoſition which confined her 
to her bed. Madam de Pangeac making her ſome re- 
proaches, as if from herſelf, but in reality by the 
princeſs's orders, my wife found herſelf obliged to 
tell her, that the terms I was upon with the princeſs 
made it impoſſible for her to do herſelf that honour. 
At a ſecond journey which madam de Roſny made to 
Fontainebleau, the princeſs cauſed her to be told, 
that the reaſons ſhe had given, madam de Pangeac 
ought not to prevent her coming to ſee her. Ac- 
cordingly, my wife waited upon her, and had a moſt 
_ gracious reception. She confeſſed to her ſincerely, 
that ſhe was not yet entirely ſatisfied with my con- 
duct, as ſhe thought ſhe had reaſon to expect a very 
different one, conſidering thoſe inſtances of friendſhip 
which I had received from her in my youth: ſhe 
mentioned ſeveral parties of pleaſure at Pau, or at 
M. de Moiſſens' *, where ſhe had done me the ho- 
nour to take me with her, particularly that when 
running at the ring I gained the prize, which was a 
jewel of ſmall value, and was going to. receive it 
from her hand, ſhe changed the jewel, and gave me 
one in its ſtead worth two thouſand crowns. She 
did not forget to mention, that my father had often 
carried the queen, her mother, in his arms. After 
all this, the princeſs very obligingly told my wife, 
that her reſentment againſt me had never extended 
to her, whoſe diſpoſition ſhe loved. She ſaid a 
thouſand obliging things of M. de Saint-Martin, 
my wife's uncle, who had been firſt gentleman of the 
bedchamber to the king; and of madam-de Saint- 
Martin, the ſiſter of M. de Moiſſens, and conſe- 
_ . quently a near relation of her own. 
Henry d' Albret, baron de Moiſſens. vw 
| Mavpan 


Manu de Roſny left hex extremely well fatis- 


fied, and fully determined to uſe her utmoſt endea-. 


. vours to reſtore me to her favour: She made no at- 
tempts this firſt viſit, but afterwards, obſerving to. 
the princeſs the attention I ſhewed in ſettling theaſ- *' 
ſignments for the payment of the officers of her 
houſhold; and repreſenting to her, that it was by 
repeated orders from his majeſty that I had ſubdued 
the reluftance I had to accept of that commiſſion 
which had offended her, madam de la Force, who. 
was then at the princeſs's toilet, joined my wife; 
and what ſurprized me greatly, being ſupported by 
the ladies de Rohan and de la Barre, they prevailed. 
upon her to ſend for me that moment. From the 
time that the princeſs was convinced of my innocence, 
ſhe had fo great a degree of friendſhip for me as to 
confide all her ſecrets to me alone: ſhe propoſed and 
promoted with all her intereſt the marriage of my 
eldeſt daughter with the duke of Rohan, her near- 
eſt relation on the fide of the deceafed queen her 
mother, and the heir of her eſtate in Navarre. The; 
king did not then approve of this match, though he 
did afterwards. And laſtly, when this princeſs ſet 
out for Lorrain, ſufficiently diſcontented, as it is 
well known, with the court of France, ſhe decla- 
red publicly, that there were only three perſons in it 
whom ſhe eſteemed, and that I was one of them. 


HosT1L1TIEs between the king's party and that 


of the league, continued during the years 1595 and 
1596, in the ſame. parts of the kingdom as in the 
preceding years: in Britanny, between meſſieurs 
d' Aumont and de Saint-Luc, and the duke of Mer-" 
cœur; and in the provinces in the ſouth of France, 


— 4 1 * II. of that name, duke de Rohan, &c. who married Mar- 
garet de Bethune, as ſhall be ſeen in the ſequel of theſe Memeirs, 
was grandſon to Rene I, of that name, viſcount de Rohan, and Iſa- 
hella D' Albret, daughter to John king of Navarre.” See in all the 
genealogitts the other alliances of this illuſtrious houſe with that of 
r Fance, 1 | 5 
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where ſeveral little ſkirmiſhes' happened between. 
meſſieurs de Ventadour, de la Rochefoucaut, de Cha- 
teauneuf, de Saint- Angel, de Loſtange, de Chamba- 

ret, and other officers on the king's ſide x; and meſ- 
ſieurs de Pompadour, de Raſtignac, de Saint-Cha- 
mant, de Montpeſat, de la Chapelle Biron, and 


/ other leapuers. The defeat of the Crocans, the 


ſiege of Blaye, the ſacking of Agen, and the death 
of the duke of Rochefoucaut, are the moſt remark - 


able events + that happened in the Limoſin and the 


adjacent places. Leſdiguieres continued the war 
with equal ſucceſs in Dauphin, Provence, and Pied- 
mont; ſometimes againſt the duke of Savoy, and 
ſometimes againſt the duke of Epernon. The con- 


Anne de Levis, duke de Ventadour, governor of Limoſin, and 
ltgutenant-general for the king in Languedoc: he died in 1622. 
Francis de la Rochefoucaut, prince of Marfillac, Rent de Saint-Mar- 
the, ſieur de Chateauneuf. Charles de Rochefort de Saint-Angel. 

Lewis Francis de-Loſtange; or Louſtange. N. de Chambaret, other- 
wiſe called Chambert, governor of Limoſin. Lewis viſcount Pumpa- 
dour. N. de Raſtignac. John de Saint-Chamant, or Antony his 
brother. They afterwards were all of the king's party. Henry Des- 
Fres de Montpeſat. N. de Charbonniere, ſieur de la Chapelle Biron. 

t Moſt of the events which the author mentions here, happened 


before the year 1595. The count de Rochefoucaut had been dead 


'- Fce the year 1597 having been killed, as. we ſaid before, at the bat- 
tile of Saint-Vrier-la-perche. The viſcount de Pompadour was like-. 
wiſe dead in 1591. The taking of Agen by the count de la Roche, 
ſon to 3 de Matignon, was like wiſe, in the fame year 1591, 
Blaye was beſieged in the year 1593; by the ſame marechal, whoy 
notwithſtanding the defeat of a Spaniſh: ſquadron, was obliged to raiſe 
the ſiege. The Oocans, ſo called from.Croc, a village in the Limofin,, 
where they began to aſſemble themſelves, were alfo defeated about 
the ſame time M Chambert, or Chambaret, the governor of that pro- 
Vince : and-afterwards, the marechal de Matignon completed their ſi - 
nal diſperſion and overthrow in Languedoc, more by ſtratagem than. 
by open force. Conſult, as to all theſe events, the hiſtorians above 
quoted; as alfo fee, in the particular hiſtory of the conſtable de Leſ- 


diguieres, the expeditions of this. hero, famous for the victories at 


Epernon, Pontcharra, Vinon, &c, and for the. taking of «the fort 


CExiles, of Cahors, and of a great number of other places; whereby. 


he became maſter of all Savoy, and a part of Piedmont. | 
Beſides a war, France was ſore afflicted this year, 1596, with a 
nlague and famine, which were occafioned by the utter inverſion of, 


the ſeaſons ; for l' Etoile ſays, that there was a ſummer in April, an 


autumn in May, and a winter in June. 


cluſion: 


os 


y T7 * * : a - * 
9 4 - J 
85 . 1 G « 7 * 
% OF D UE 83 
Or L L IV. 183 


cluſion of all theſe expeditions was the entire defeat 
of the duke of Savoy, who, thinking to derive ſome- 


advantage from the diſunion of the dukes of Guiſe 


and Epernon, had matched as far as Provence, from 
whence he was ſhamefully driven back; and like- 


wiſe that of the duke of Epernon, who yielded to 


his. rival the duke of Guiſe, aſſiſted by the ſame 


Leſdiguieres, d'Ornano, and the counteſs of Sault's 


party was left without any reſource, and reduced ta 
the neceſſity of imploring the king's clemency, by 
letters conceived in terms of the utmoſt ſubmi 

which his majeſty received at Gaillon His letters 


were very ſoon after followed by himſelf; he came 
and threw himſelf at the king's feet,, Which was a 


kind. of triumph, for Henry, this duke's humiliation, 
with that of Bouillon, and de la Tremouille, being 
2 the number of thoſe things he moſt carneſtly 


* 


During his ſtay at Amiens, the king took ſeveral 
new meaſures to facilitate my being joined in the 
council of finances. 'T bis, prince, who. by an effec 


of the native rectitude of his own mind, could, not 


believe it poſſible for men to be as corrupt as. they, - 


really were and by the ſweetneſs, of. his diſpoſition 


incapable. of proceeding to extremities; till he had 


tried all other methods, bad for a long time imagin- 


ed, that he ſhould at length bring this body to ma» 


nage the revenue of the ſtate with wiſdom and ceco- 


nomy; and this important reformation was not ſa 


difficult, but that it might he produced by the ad- 


vice of one man of induſtry and integrity, whom, he 
would aſſociate with thoſe. that compoſed it. With 
this. view he ſpoke both in public and private to mef4 _ 


ſieurs of the council, to receive me amongſt them : 


however. great their reluctance was, they durſt not 
openly reject a propoſition, which being made in this 


manner, reſembled rather, an intreaty than a com- 
L conFess ſincerely that I was not fo. cafily 
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| behaviour to make it their own requeſtthat I ſhould 


council of the 


H had ſtill 
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brought to yield to this medium. His majeſty, in a 
private converſation, told me it was his deſire F 


* 
* — 


mould endeavoyr to gain the good-will of meſſieurs 
of the council, and, by ſome inſtances of complai- 


 fance, remove the ſuſpicions they had entertained, 
that if I joined their ſociety it would be only to do 


& 


them bad offices; ſo that l might engage them by my 
be affociated among them. I did not heſitate'a mo- 
ment in replying, that this appeared to me to be the 
worſt way imaginable of being introduced into the 

lations! to owe it as an obligation to 
thoſe who 2 them; and knowing ſo well as 


J did the dil poſitions of this ſociety, Icould not ſerve 


them and the ſtate at the ſame time. The king, 


who did not like to be contradicted, and who like- 
wiſe remembered my diſputes with the duke of Ne- 
vers, ſuppoſed I had ſtill ſome remains of reſent- 


ment againſt thoſe gentlemen, and thought he per- 


_ ceived a kind of haughtineſs in my anſwer, and a 


tenaciouſneſs of my own opinion, told me, with 
ſome quickneſs, that he had no defire to irritate 
every one upon my account; therefore without mak- 
ing any more attempts to bring me into the finances, 
he would ' ſeek for ſome other employment for me, 
fince he knew J could not continue in a ſtate of in- 
ne F 


s 44 


him, that he would never be ſerved with fidelity till 
he found a man who, from a regard only to the pub- 
tic good, would not fear to draw upon himſelf the ha- 
tred of the financiers. 'As for me, I looked upon my 


.engaging in the fihances as farther off than ever; 
that my employment would hence- 


and reflecting 
forwards be reduced to treaties. and negotiations, an 
office which ſeldom fails to bring certain ruin upon 
any man who would maintain his rank in it with. 
V dißgnity, 


ſome remains of difpleafure in his. 
. countenance when he quitted me to viſit madam de 
Liancourt, who enquiring the cauſe, repreſented to 


* 


g 


dignity, and his reputation with honour, I reſolved 
him to approve of a ſcheme that would at! 
cure to me the reimburſement of all my expences. 


on the repreſentation madam de Liancourt had made 


monſieur de 


termined to u 


other members of the council, who came to that 
place by the king's order, to ſtay at his houſe ng, 
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this opportunity, of being always near the king, 4 
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to explain myſelf to his majeſty, and 3 5 


Nut Henry did not give me time to make this propo- 
ſal to him: when I approached, he told me, that up- 


him, he was now brought over to my opinion, and 
that without any longer delay, he was going to de- 
clare his intentions publicly, after having, for forms 
fake, imparted them firſt to the conſtable and Ville- \ 
roi, to whom it belonged to diſpatch my patents. 
Theſe two gentlemen came very ſeaſonably into the 
king's apartment, and received this order; the con- 
ſtable by a bow, and Villeroi by faying, he would. 
give me the patents as ſoon as he could meet with a 
precedent of the proper form. 
I the afternoon, when the king was gone to 
hunt, I went to make my acknowiedgments to the 
marchioneſs de Monceaux (for this was the title 
that madam de. Liancourt had lately taken); after 
which I M I was obliged, in civility, to viſit. 


* 


4 


illeroi, of whom, inſtead of the pa- 
tents, I aſked for a warrant, which would have an- 
ſwered the ſame purpoſe. Villeroi made an evaſive. | 
reply, and during three or four days that 1 prefſed® Þ} 
him, always deferred the affair on various pretences 
till the next day. At laſt, the king left Amiens, to 3 
20 to Monceaux, and paſfed by Liancourt, wherg | 
iancourt, his firſt equerry, received and treated him 
very nr var i It was in this place that they de- 
e their utmoſt efforts againſt nme. 
LiAncover, at Villeroi's ſolicitation, invited the 
chancellor, who was his intimate friend, and the 


the king's reſidence there. They took advantage of 
ene eftectually for my exc} on from the coun- 


* * 
re 


\ 


9 
3 


196. M-E'M:O I'R $ Book VIH. 
cil. The method they made uſe of was not to at- 
| tack me directly, but to inſinuate to the king, that 
I was not fit for this employment, in which, they 
ſaid, for want of that experience which only a long 
habitude can give, it would not be poſſible to avoid | 
- committing a thouſand faults, the leaſt of which was 
able to ruin, without reſource, the credit, and con- 
ſequently bring on the deſtruction, of the ſtate. 

* Theſe diſcourſes were ſo often repeated, in the king's 
preſence (for hey deſignedly turned the converſation | 
upon that ſubject) and with ſo.great an appearance of 
ſincerity, that the king was at laſt ſhaken by them, 

and when at the ſame time he found theſe gentlemen 
could with ſuch facility form the raved projects, - 
_ diſcourſe with ſuch clearneſs upon the ſtrength and 
. Intereſts. of the ſtate, calculate: the revenues- of it 
with the utmoſt exactneſs, in a word, were poſſeſſed 
in appearance of the whole ſcience of commerce in 
its full extent, and of every other method by which 
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1 
-  @ Mate is rendered flouriſhing; and eſpecially that 
they converſed with each other in a language hardly 
:imtelligible to any but themſelves; and influenced 
=. Mill more by the long preparation which they repre - 
ſented as abſolutely neceſſary before any one could be 
received into the council, he thought that the pre- 
ent bad ſtate of the finances was not the greateſt inis - 
fortune with which they were threatened. - His ma- 
jeſty likewiſe looking upon all this as a proof of theiz- 
repentance, and from the apprehenſions he had juſt 
given them expecting to ſee a very great alteration 
in their conduct, no longer entertained a deſign of 
aſſociating me amongſt t gem. 
VIIIEROI, who during this time continued at 
Amiens, yet was not the leſs informed of all the mea- 
ſures taken by a body whom he directed as he pleaſ- 
ed, ſeized this opportunity to ſend my patents to the 
king, which he could not diſpenſe with himſelf from 
diſpatching, after the exprefs orders he had received 
from his majeſty, When they were tranſmitted _ 
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the king, be had left Liancourt, haying ſtaid there 
only one day, and was then at Monceaux, where, ſtill 
under the influence of theſe ute on. he gave 


them to Beringhen, telling him to keep them With- 
out ſaying any thing to me, till he had orders to the 
contrary. Beringhen, who was one of my friends, 
diſcovered the ſecret to me, which I kept faithfully. - 
Fifteen days paſſed in this manner. The king did 
not ſpeak to Beringhen about my patents, and meſ- 
fieurs of the council, blinded by their ſueceſs, in- 
ſtead of that fincere repentance which his majeſty 
expected from them, gave him new proofs of their 
artifice and inſincerity, and ſuch groſs ones, that 
they forced him to cruſh them with the blow which. 
they might, without much difficulty, have avoided. - 
Tux king diſcovered that the council had juſt 
farmed out the ſubſidies of Normandy for thirty 
thouſand crowns, and to defraud the treafury of this 
ſum, ſo much leſs than the true value of the revenues, 
they had applied it all to the diſcharging the old de- 
mands upon it. With a little attention, he con- 
vinced himſelf of other faults in their conduct; that 
the five large farms did not produce the fourth part 
of their . becauſe Zamet, Gondy, and other 
farmers of the king's revenues, who were employed 
in them, being cennived at by the gentlemen of the 
council, divided with them the immenſe profits thut 
accrued: from thoſe farms. The avarice. of theſe _ - 
ople was not yet fated, and, under pretence of the 
loſſes at Calais, Cambray, Ardres, &c. they allow- 
ed ſuch drawbacks upon all the other parts of the 
king's revenues, that, inſtead of increafing, t oY 
grew - perceptibly leſs. The king, amidſt that juſt 
indignation which this knowledge inſpired, ſent for 
me, and commanded me to go to Paris, to enquire 
from whence ſo great a diſſipation of the money pro- 
ceeded, which could only take its. riſe from the 
council. I replied, that his majeſty bavings with- 
out doubt, revoked the order he had given to Villeroi, | 
WL , ' | | to 
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do diſpatch my patents, ſince I had not received them, + 
I had no right to mix with the council, or to meddle 
with the affairs tranſacted by it. How!” faid 
Henry, concealing his conſciouſneſs of this reproach, 
* then Beringhen has not given you your patents, 
« and a letter from Villeroi, which he has had theſe 


„ * fifteen days: you ſee this heavy German would 


have forgot them.” While, by the king's orders, 
I went to make preparations for my journey, that 1 

might reach Claye that evening, his majeſty ſpoke 
to Beringhen, who conſented to take all the blame 
upon himſelf. During this interval, a thought came 

into my head, which J communicated to the king 


when I returned to receive his laſt, orders. I told 


him, that I thought it would be neceſſary for me to 
go, before the day appointed for the opening of the 
tes, to ſome of the principal diſtricts of the king · 
dom, to procure there a more certain account of the 

© preſent ſtate of his majeſty's revenues, the diminu · 
tion they had ſuffered, and the augmentations they 
would admit of, to the end that his majeſty might 
regulate his demands upon the ſtates 2 
this ſcheme, which, however imperfect, might ſtill, 
in proportion, throw ſome light upon the ſtrength 
of the more diſtant diſtricts, and eonſequently upon 
the whale kingdom: that, beſides this advantage, l 
did not deſpair of procuring for him, in thoſe diſ- 
trifts only which J could viſit, the three or four hun- 
dred thouſand crowns: which he had demanded in 
vain of the council. I thought-it would be uſeleſs, 
and even imprudent, to take upon myſelf to make 
this examination, without ſuch an inſtrument as ap- 
peared to me to be the moſt effectual means to pre- 


vent my being deceived, which Was a full power 
from the king to ſuſpend the contumacious receivers 
and overſeers from the exerciſe of their office, or 
even to diſcard them entirely, and to reward the in- 
tegrity of thoſe who had been zealous for his may 


Lg 
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jeſty's ſervice. e. 


or srl. | wh 
Hxxxx approved of the eſſential part of this 
ſcheme, but altered ſomething of the manner in 
which it was to be propoſed to the council. He was 
of opinion that I ſhould take ſuch meaſures in offer - 
ing this advice to them, that thoſe who moſt valued 
themſelves upon the ſtrength of their — fuch 
as Sancy, Schomberg, Freſne, and la-Grange-leroi, 
. . ize the hint firſt themſelves, and ſo paſs, at 
| in part, for the authors of it; and likewiſe, 
that each one in the com might flatter himſelf 
that this commiſſion would be given to him, or 
through his means, to the intendants and maſters of 
as, who were wholly at his devotion. Nothing 
could be more prudent than this medium, which 
gratified alike the vanity of ſome, and the avarice of 
all. Accordingly I took my place in the' council; 
where, by a miracle, to be found only in courts, 
my collegues, who inwardly pined with vexation, 
ſuffered nothing but joy to appear in their countes 
nances, words, and behaviour. I was almoſt de- 
ceived myſelf by that profuſion of praiſes with which 
the chancellor loaded me, and the manner in which 
he told me I had been expected by them with the ut- 
moſt impatience : ſuch is the art of courtiers; they 
ſettle it amongſt themſelyes, that however groſſy they 
play the counterfeit, they ſhall not laugh at each other. 
| Tur treaty with the duke of Maienne, which had 
been agreed upon ſome time before, was concluded 
during the king's ſtay at Monceaux. When the 
king was at Amiens, the duke had ſent man to 
him named d'Eftienne, to know what place would be 
agreeable to his majeſty, for him to come and pay im 
his, reſpects, and the king appointed Monceaux, in 
conſideration of the duke's indiſpoſition, which would 
not permit him to make longer joornies than from 
Amiens to Soiſſons, where he reſided*, The king 


' * V-Ftoile tells the tory otherwiſe: but in this the duke de Sully 
is more to be depended upon. Perefixe has likewiſe been miſtaken in 
plaeing this interview in 1595. See the Chronol, Novenn, liv, viii. 
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was walking in his park, attended only by me, and 
holding my hand, when the duke of Malenne arri- 
ved, who put one knee to the ground, with the low- 


e eſt ſubmiſſions, and added to a promiſe of inviolable 


fidelity his acknowledgments to his majeſty for having 
1 he ſaid, _ the arro anger the — 
niards, and the ſubtilty of the Italians. Henry, 
who as ſoon as he ſaw him approach, had advanced 
to meet him, - embraced him thrice, and, forci 

him to riſe, embraced him again with that«goodneſs 
which he never with-held from a ſubject that returned 
to bis duty; then taking his hand, he made him 
walk with him in his park, converſing with him 
familiarly upon the, embelliſhments he deſigned to 
make in it. The king walked fo faſt, that the duke 
of Maienne, equally fatigued by his ſciatica, his fat, 
and the heat of the weather, ſuffered great torments 
without daring to complain. The king perceiving _ 
it, by the duke's being red and in ſweat, morn, 


me, If I walk longer, faid he, with this corpu- 


6. lent body, I ſhall revenge myſelf upon him, with- 
cout any great difficulty, for all the miſchiefs he 


. has done us.” Then turning to the duke of 
Maienne, Tell me truly, coufin,” purſued he, 


« do I not walk a little too faſt for you ?” The duke 
replied, that he was almoſt ſtifled ; and that, if his 
majeſty walked but a very little while longer, he 
would kill him without deſigning it.“ Hold there, 


s couſin,“ replied the king with a ſmile, embracing 


him again, and lightly tapping his ſhoulder, „for 


this is all the vengeance you will ever receive from 


eme! The duke of Maienne, fenſibly affected 


with this frank behaviour, attempted to kneel and 
kiſs the hand his majeſty gave him; and proteſted 


that he would Wat has Be. ſerve him even againſt 


his own children. I ü believe it,” ſaid Henry; 
* and that you may love and ſerve me a long time, 
« po to the caſtle and reſt and refreſh yourfelf, for 
« you have much need of it. I will give you a2 


«a 
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« you do not hate it: here is Roſny, whom I re- 


-« {ign to accompany you; he ſhall do the honours 


« of my houſe, and attend you to your chamber 


cc he is one of my oldeſt ſervants, and one of thoſe 


«© who is molt rejoiced at your reſolving to ſerve, 
„ and love me affeQionately.” The king conti- 
nuing his walk, left me with-the duke of Maienne, 
whom I conducted to a ſummer-houſe to repoſe 
himſelf, and afterwards attended him to his horſe, 


as much ſatisfied with the king and I as we were * 


both with him. 


Fun king thought Montreux ſoagrecablea g 


that he ſtaid there longer than he had at firſt intend» 


ed: he ſent for the conſtable and Villeroi frem 


Amiens, and ordered the council of the finances to 
reſide at Meaux, for the conveniency of his receiving 
commands. I had not yet propoſed in it my ſcheme 
of viſiting the diſtricts. His majeſty, being con- 


10 
< couple of bottles of Arbois wine, for I' know - * 


— . 


vinced that it muſt have good conſequences, took 


upon himſelf the care of propoſing it. At the firſt 
hint he gave of it, the counſellors, who thought none 


but themſelves could be deſigned for this employ- 
ment, and each of whom was attentive to his own 
particular intereſt, without prejudicing that of the 
ſociety in general, approved of the deſign ; but were 


greatly ſurprized, when they found that, — | 
them all, the king only named la Grange-le-roi fer 
this purpoſe, and appointed him two diſtricts: his 
majeſty filled up the other commiſſions with the 
names of meſſieurs de Caumartin * and Bizouze, 
for two diſtricts each; and with thoſe of the other 
two maſters of requeſts, for one diſtrict each: four 


of the chief and moſt extenſive ones were aſſigned 


„ Louis le Fevre, ſeigneur de. Caumartin, was ſent into the Lion- 


nois, Berry, and Auvergne: we hall ſpeak of him hereafter,” He 


was keeper of the ſeals in 1622, after the death of M. de Vie, and 


died the following year, in the ſeventy-ſecond year of his age. He 


had the ſame elogiums given him by hiſtorians as M. Sully beſtows 
en him in the ſequel, winks hoon, n 
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to me. | The gentlemen of the council began now 


to repent that they had not hindered the execution 


of a plan, which would produce a full proof of 
their injuſtice: they united their utmoſt endeavours 


to render it uſeleſs, or at leaſt to traverſe it as much 
as poſſible. Their malice was all directed againſt 
me; for by the confidence the king placed in 


me, and the part I had acted in this affair, they 


gueſſed the truth. 1 was accuſed of ignorance, 
raſhneſs, and OR and other faults ſtill more 

laring ; and had no ſooner begun to exerciſe the 
| 8 of my employment, than I perceived that, by 
an effect of their foreſight, they had taken all the 
neceſſary meaſures with the treaſurers of France, the 
receivers general and particular comptrollers, clerks, 
and the loweſt officers in the revenue. Theſe peo- 
le, almoſt all of whom had either ſold, or blindly 


voted themſelves to their wills, were ready to do 
- whatever was required of them; ſome, abſented . 


_ themſelves, and left their offices ſhut up; others pre- 

ſented me with a ſtate of their accounts, drawn up 
with all that art which may be expected from men 
who make a ſcience of roguery: others contented 
themſelves with ſhewing me the orders of meſſieurs 
de Freſne, d' Incarville, and des Barreaux, by which 


they were forbid to communicate their regiſters and 


accounts to any perſon whatever... 
Too this exceſs of malice I at firſt oppoſed only 
_ patience and gentleneſs. - I exhorted, I endeavoured 
to | perſuade, upon the principles of honour and 


as juſtice, perſons who were ſtrangers to both: after- 


wards, I cauſed a report to be ſpread, that the de- 


ſign of aſſembling the ſtates of the kingdom was to 


ſuppreſs that great number of offices and clerkſhips, 
eſpecially the treaſury, the leaſt uſeful of all the ſo- 
cieties, yet the moſt difficult to manage; and that 


none were to be continued in their places but thoſe - 
who made themſelves worthy of that diſtinction, by 


a ſincerity, which, on this occaſion, would prove 
6 their 


.* 
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© heir the; public: gaod.') This threat pro- 
S upon perſons hõ⁰ were ſecretly 
* ſupported' by the council itſelf, I. was obliged to 
make uſe of the power 1 had received, and inter- 
dicted moſt of theſe dangerous ufficers, cauling the 
duties of their nen to be ee ee two 
out of each whom I choſe amongſt 
chat ap co Rare che beſt principles. . 
means I made myſelf maſter of all the regiſters | 
Accounts, which ſerved me for a clue to re | 
labyrinth of impoſuions and rubberies. | 
Wuũæar a ſcene had I there before me I It 3 
be vain to attempt an account of the tricks and 
ſubtilties of this miſchievous trade, or an enumeray 
tion of concealments, forgeries, miſrepreſentations, ** 
and productions of the ſame evidences, to fetye 
different purpoſes; not to mention the contrivance 
of an artificial confuſion, thro' which thoſe wretches 
ſee with great clearneſs, though, to every other eye, 
all is. darkneſs: and inextricable perplexity. I con- 
tent myſelf. with remarking —— clearing only 
two old accounts, 2 the receipts 
and letters of exchange for the 3 current, and 
the year preceding, I a collected more than ſiye 
hundred Pn 1 — A which was loſt to the 
king. It m ged what a ſum would have 
been raifedþil? fron from 5 Mate who were thus employ» 
ed, a rigorous reſtitution had been demanded of all 
that they fraudulently gained in ſo long a courſe of 
diſhoneſty, out of the different ſums that had paſſed 
their fingers, fince only from aſſignments for plc 
debts, arrears of long ſtanding, and orders payable 
to the bearer, fo much money was recovered, My 
partners were not as fortunate or as exact as my- 
ſelf; all, except Caumartin, who brought the king 
two ' hundred thouſarid livres, paid his majeſty (6nly- 
in long memorials of improvements to be made in the 
farming his revenues; yet the king had choſen theſe _ 
perſons with the greateſt care, But it is not ſur- 
Vor. II. | 8-1: 4 priſing | 
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rifing that they ſhould act in this manner, for to 
dare the hatred of a ſociety ſo powerful as that of the 


fmanciers in France, to be proof againſt the preſents 
And allurements, againſt the turns and artifices of all 


their dependents, the greateſt part of whom do not 
want underſtanding, and make uſe of it only to 
dazzle, corrupt, and deceive, requires a degree of 
222 and fortitude of which few perſons are ca- 
: Pa hn anus mrs Hon en een 

Max time the gentlemen of the council, who 
had intelligence of all my proceedings in the pro- 
vinces, were in a ſituation that may be eaſily ima- 


1 — : unleſs they found means to render all my en- 


avours uſeleſs, or to ruin me before my return, 


their reputation and intereſt would be entirely loſt. 


My abſence afforded them all the conveniency they 
could wiſh for to proſecute this deſign; every thing 
that malice could ſuggeſt was ſaid and done, by them 
and their emiſſaries, to prejudice the king againſt 
me: they never mentioned me but as a tyrant, who 
_ drained the people of all their ſubſiſtence, by the moſt 
cruel extortions, without procuring any advantage to 
the king; ſince the ſums with which I took ſuch pains 

to fill his treaſury, being deſigned for the payment 
of penſions to the princes of the blood, and ſalaries 
of the great officers of the crown, they would be 
only placed in his coffers, to be taken out again im- 


mediately. Notwithſtanding the inyectives and im- 


poſtures of this dreadful cabal, none of whoſe prac- 
- tices againſt me I was unacquainted with, I conti- 
nued to perform my duty; and they had no other 
effect than to increaſe my diligence in the execution 
of my plan, and my precaution in taking ſuch mea- 
ſures as would effectually put a ſtop to their accu- 

e 4 Trae Thr) 
__ Henry, who had at firſt, given no credit to their 
reports, beginning afterwards to apprehend ſome 
bad conſequences from my inexperience in thoſe at- 
fairs, deſired me, in his letters, to return as ſoon as 
"= of pioſſible: 
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poſſible: but, at length, when my enemies had - 
made their party ſo ſtrong, that there was a general 
- outery againſt: me at court, the king was prevailed 
upon to believe that I {hould uſe the power I was 
poſſeſſed of with a ſeverity that would make even 
him odious to the people; and then, inſtead of an 
invitation, I received an abſolute order to return to 
Paris. I obeyed without murmuring, tho' greatly 
concerned to be thus ſtopped in the midſt of my 
endeavours for his ſervice. I cauſed the accounts of 
my four diſtricts to be immediately drawn up, and 
ſigned by eight receivers- general; and not having 
time to convert the fifteen hundred thouſand crowns 
J had raiſed in a leſs bulky coin, I loaded ſeventy 
carts with them, making the eight eme 
accompany them, under the guard of a provoſt 
and thirty of the marſhalſeamen, who conducted 
them to Rouen, where the king then was, on ac- 
count of the opening of the ſtates 
Or all the ſlanders which had been invented by 
the gentlemen of the council, to procure my diſ- 
grace, none ſeemed to them ſo ſpeciqus as to- make 
the king believe, that I had filled the, priſons witiRn 
the officers and clerks of his finances; to which 
they thought fit to add that, through an inſolent 
Vanity, I brought along fifty of the principal ones 
bound in my train. The king, who ſuſpected no 
falſhood in ſo poſitive a charge, received me, When 
on my arrival at Rouen I went to pay him my re- 
pects, with an air that convinced me my enemies 
had been very active in their endeavours to hurt me, 
He did me the honour indeed to embrace me, put i 
with a coldneſs and reſerve which were not uſual 
with him. He aſked me why I had given myſelf 
the uſeleſs trouble of bringing money along witk me, 
which I knew belonged to perſons whom he had no 
inclination to diſoblige; and was greatly ſurpriſed 
to hear that not ond denier of it was due to the 
princes of the blood, nor * any of the penſionaries 
2 „„ „ 
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of the ſtate, who were all paid the April quarter 
and would be Lketvile as exactly thoſe of July and 


October, ſince I had. not taken up any of the pay- 
ments beforehand. The king, after obliging me 


to repeat theſe words ſeveral times, and even to 


wear to the truth of them, broke into an exclama- 


tion againſt thoſe wicked detractors, and impudent 
impoſtors, as he called them; * but,“ added he, 
4 hat do you intend to do with the receivers and 
«© officers, whom you keep priſoners in your train?“ 


The aftoniſhment into which this queſtion threw 
me, was alone ſufficient to convince the king of the 


falſhood of this accuſation ; nor was it difficult for 
me to perceive that moment, that the malice of 
meſſieurs of the couneil would recoil on themſelves ; 
and that it would diſeloſe more effectually the ſecret 
motives of their conduct than any thing I could ſay 


to him. His majeſt required no other explanation 
from me; on the contrary,” he loaded me with 
pPraiſes, and gave mea thoufand proofs of his friend- 


Wis and SR 7 ef ͥͤ f 
Havi been told that the ſum I had raiſed muſt 


8 be very conſiderable, upon his aſking me what it 


was, I replied, that being unwilling to keep any 
part of it in my hands, either for my charges, ex- 
nces, or penſion, that the receivers-general might 


And the full fam ſpecified in the accounts, and learn 


from thence never to keep back any part of his re- 


venues, his majeſty might himſelf deduct my ex- 
pences from the fifteen hundred thouſand crowns 


which I had brought him. A ſum ſo conſiderable 


gave great pleafure to the king, who was in ex- 
: ee needy for money :' he told me, that he 
would take care my expences ſhould be all paid; 


and that beſides my penſion of ten thouſand livres a 


month, which he raiſed to eighteen, he would pre- 
"ſent me with the ſum of ſix thouſand 'crowns, as a 
reward for the ſervice I had juſt done him. He 


commanded me to ſay nothing.of what had paſſed be- 


tween 


3 I * * * * 1 3 
=©Y 4 
- 


x 


{ 


tween him and me, and ſent me to lay apart from 


the money I had brought him what Was neeeſſarỹß 
for the payment of the ſix ne of 86e K +I 


the rate of eighteen! hundred a company, 
and to give it them the next dag. 
IETURNED to my carriages, which ſtood in 
two courts belonging to the fieur de Martinbault, 
under the fame” guard that had conducted them to 
Rouen. I ordered them to be unloaded; and the 
barrels that contained the money to be placed in 
apartments, the locks of which were changed, and 


ſecured by large padlocks, with three keys to ech; 
the two receivers had one a- piece 3 . 


third. The next morning I ſent the Swiſs officets 
the ten thouſand crowns that were dus to them, by 
three clerks, ' eſcorted by ten of the guard. 
A shox time after 1 ſent away this eſcort; 
Saney, to whom the king had ſaid,” that he muſt 
pay the Swiſs, and who was generally charged with 
this employment, ſent me a billet, in which he de- 


fired me to deliver to the fieur le Charron, the 


bearer, ninety thouſand erowns for the payment of 
the Swifs. Theſe were the terms in Which the billet 
was conceived; for this "counſellor would have 
thought it a degradation of his high rank to have 
eondefcehded' to any politeneſs or explanation with 
his collegues. I was equally offended at the ſtiff air 
of this letter, and the impudent demand of a ſum 
that I knew to be three times more than was due; 
therefore anſwered the bearer haughtily, that I neither 
knew Sancy, his writing, nor his orders. e 
do you not. know Sancy ?” faid Charron, ſutpri- 
fed, no doubt, at my preſumption, for at this name 
the whole council trembled, the rank Saney held in 
it approaching very near to that of ſuperintendant. 


Perceiving that I had no intention to ſend any other 4 


anſwer, he went back to report it with alt the timi- 

dity of a ſervant who is apprehenſive of awakening 
the bad humours of his maſter, Unfortunately for 
ile K 3 Sancy, | 
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Sancy, he repeated my meſſage before ſeveral perſons 
who were witneſſez likewiſe of his tranſports. We 
6 ſhall ſoon ſee, ſaid he, ſwearing, whether he 


' *6. knows me or not. Then after loading me with 


what invectives he thought fit, he went directly to 


Saint-Ouen to the king. Well, Sancy,” ſaid his 
majeſty to him, have you been to pay our Swiſs?“ 
No, fire,” replied Sancy, with a ſullen air, “ I 
* cannot go, for it does not pleaſe your monſieur 
* de Roſny that I ſhould, who plays the emperor 


in his apartment, ſits upon his barrels of money 
like an ape upon a block, and ſays he knows no 


t one; and J am not ſure whether you will have 


more credit with him than any one elſe.” 4 How = 
« is this!” replied the king, I ſee you will never 
« be weary of doing this man bad offices, becauſe 


i confide in him and he ſerves me diligently.” 

His majeſty added; that my refuſal was ſo. much the 
leſs probable, as I had, by his order, agreed to give 

this money to the Swifs. Sancy ſupported his aſſer- 


tion by the teſtimony of le Charron, whom he had 
brought along with him. The king, ſuſpeCting. 


ſome new inſtance of malignity, ordered Biart, one 

of the grooms of the bed-chamber, to go and fetch 
e ee e e | 

As ſoon as 


« tell you, fire,” replied I boldly: and accordingly, 
Without fearing the leaſt reſentment from the terrible 


* Sancy, I related all that had paſſed, in terms that 
_ ſufficiently mortified his vanity. _ Sancy, who was 


not of a temper to yield, become more inſolent than 


before, and aſſuming an imperious tone, an alterca- 


tion ſo ſpirited enſued between us, although in the 


king's preſence, that his majeſty 9 8 


command us to be ſilent. That inſtant, ceaſing to 
ſpeak to my adverſary, I turned towards the king, 
and intreated him to give me no ſuperior in affairs 


wherein I acted ſolely by his order. The gallery at 
wh 2 1 3 IH 5 | ants | 
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happened between Sancy and me. I am going to 


err 1 


Saint-Ouen, where this ſcene paſſed, was crouded 


with a great number of perſons, Who, n | 


. of — inſolence, 777 to ſee him ſuffer this 
little diſgrace. < It would have been very difficult,” 


ſaid ſome, as L was afterwards informed, <* for two 


„ ſuch geniuſes to have exerciſed the ſame employ- 
„ ments, 
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without one of them being ſupplanted; by 
« the other; but in the humour the king is in at 


tc preſent, the beſt cxconomiſt- will be his choice. | 


Others beheld, my increaſe | favour. with envy 43 
and others, who probably had very little regard for 


either of us, laughed at the. novelty. of the ſight, 
and cried, . ** There is one hot- headed man, who - 


% has met with another that will ſtick by him.“ 


Tae report of thoſe great ſums with which I . 
had filled the king's coffers was no ſooner ſpread, - 
than I was overwhelmed by the demands of an inſi- 
nite number of his creditors, moſt of whom were ſent - 


by meſſieurs of the council; who through impati- 
ence to ſee it diſſipated ſoon, agreed with the credi> 


tors to have the uſual drawbacks upon their debts, 


My principal view in raiſing this money being to 


make a fund for thoſe military expeditions Whicen 


the king was ſhortly to begin, without his being 


obliged to load the people with new impoſts, I was 


reſolved not to ſuffer it to be ſquandered away; and 


therefore refiſted all their importunities, and conti- 
nued unmoved by their inſolence and threats. But 


reflecting afterwards, that there was an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity for ſending home the eight receivers-general, 


who alone were acquainted with the uſes to which 
J put this money, I was afraid of giving too much. 


occaſion for ſlander, by keeping ſo large a ſum in 


my poſſeſſion aſter their departure; and I reſoly 
to ſend it to the royal, treaſury. The king, who 


thought his money no where ſecure but in my hands, 


endeavoured ſeyeral times to yanquiſh my fcruples z. 
but in vain: I was determined to prevent the leaſt 
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| it to the care of the two treaſurers,, Morfontaine and 


Govelin.''/F removed his majeſty's fears by promi- : 


Wh. him thar I; w/ ud obſferve ſ6-carefully how this = 
Was laid out, that he ſhould not ſuffer the 
Feaſt ofs. I ſeparated, in the preſence of the recei- 
vers, thoſe fums-that were neceflary for the ment 
of the army, the expence of an axtillery of twenty 
pieces of Se, with double equipages, 2 ſafßell 
ent quantity of powder, beſides à convoy of othe? | 
5 —— neceſſary for a ſiege, ſuch as pick-axes, 
Kc. which. I cauſed to be carried to Amiens. E 
likewiſe laid aſide fifty thouſand crowns more for 


: || . the s. privy purſe, out of which he generally 
1 beſtow — 1 oh 


preſents, unknown to" the catholics, on- 
many old officers and proteſtant ſoldiers that ad 
ſerved! him faithfully in bis wars. The remain 
Winch I calculated with the | 'A 
mounted” ftilt to four hundred | 
crowns, and I carefully pr d both my f. 
@ecounts; and* thoſe relating to the ſins that were 
taken from the total. But being defirous of 1 1 
# ſecond proof of what the gentlemen of the coun 
and their receivers- general were capable of, Taffeck- 
_ ed great 1 Shes concerning {he di ſpofal of the 
ney 5. and when the receivers came to me, be- 
5 - fet out for their offices, to demand x 
Copy of my accounts, I replied, that having ne 
longer any concern about a ſum that was now 
under the care of other perſ6ns, and they having 
| been witneſſes themſelves. of the uſes to which the 
money had been applied, I had deſtroyed thoſs sg 
ml as having now no further ovcaſion for them. 
his the, receivers. did not fail to inform their 
maſters of. enen 
A Monti was affect inch the tony was Grtied 
to the treaſury, Ati which they made ſome pay- 
ments out of it that I likewiſe pretended to keep n 
account of: but here it was riot poſſible to com 
6 niiftake ; ; for 50 fü drigg pad Without 4 Warran 
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from eee all that wab neceſſary was; te k 
an exact memorandum: of it, which I did. Th 


Warrants in à ſhort time amounted to fifty thouſand " 
crowns, and conſequently there was ſtill four hun- 


dred thouſand in the treaſury. The king, however, 
ſome days after, demanding two hundred thouſand 
_ crowns to be ſent to Amiens, where the deſigned 


preparations were aleady- made, particularly-for bs 


talking of Hedinz-Sancy and. the reſt replied; * thats 


lieved' this ſum was ſtill in the treaſury, and 4 


that was all; and ſending for d'Incarville, hL was 
likely to know beſt, having the care of the regiſters, 


he aſſured the King that there was hardly two hun- 


dred thouſand crowns in bis coffers... His majeſty, 
to whom I had ſaid three days before that there was 


re "= 
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ſtill four hundred thouſand crowng remaining, was | 


extremely ſurpriſed ; but their aſſertions Were ſo po- 


ſitive that they forced? bis belief; and he told me 


that I muſt certainly be 'miſtaken.. I was ſo ſure of 
the n that: I mentioned before d Incaryille 
himſelf, and all- my collegues, whom his majeſty 


the next day, an extra of all the ſums that 


"ka aid out of the treaſury,” I perceived from 


whence fo great a ſecurity proceeded, and I was re- 
folved to ſuffer them, till-the laſt moment, to flatter. 
themſelves that the were going to gain a complete 


and to. endure, without reply, the reproaches ho 
made me, for letting this ſum 80 out oben Pamnts 
contrary to his deſire. 


| Tr# accounts were brought the next day, A -- 


atteſted, and no miſtake was found in the ſuji 
had deen laid out; that would have been to 
ble: the Whole miſtake lay in the receipt, w * 
- NE any full perſuaſion. that I hn 


4,9 8 


had ſent for, that there — a miſtake of one half f 
the money: D'Incarville replied, that his regifters- - 
wo more certain: than my memory; and offered to 


victory over me. H had courage enough to conceal, | 
even from the king, the ſtratagem I had made uſe of | 
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+ deſtroyed the papers, which proved the quantity and 
quality of the coin carried at eee the 
royal treaſury. I ſecretly reflected with aſtoniſh-, 
ment on the ſubtilty with which they had acted, 
with regard to this receipt, ſo as to ſpread over it an 
obſcurity impenetrable to any one Who was not poſ- 
ſeſſed of a full proof of its falſhood, and with what 
art they had given to this obſcurity an air of truth, 
and even of conviction. I aſkegl to ſee the receipts, 
with a feigned ill- humour, which ſeemed. to theſe 
gentlemen a confeſſion of my defeat. The council 
offered to make the receivers- general depoſe upon 
oath the numbers and contents of thoſe carriages 
which had been ſent to the royal treaſury. I replied, 
that the diſcuſſion would be too tedious. D'Incar- 
ville, who took great advantages of my diſſembled 
perplexity, tald me, that I might go and examine 
the reg iſter of the finances upon the ſpot, ſince they 
could not be moved out of the offices. Although I 
eaſily comprehended that theſe regiſters, public and 
authorized as they were, might ſtill be counterfeited 
like the reſt, yet I could not imagine the manner in 
which it was done, the receipt for each of the car- 
riages being ſigned; by d' Arnaud and de VHote, 


whoſe hand- writing Iknew: I had therefore a cu- 


rioſity to ſee theſe regiſters: all appeared very exact, 
and in the uſual forms. Meſſieurs of the council 
began then to inſult over me, and uſed their ſup- 

poſed advantages very ill. Ka e * 
I Now thought it time to ſilence them, and to 
cover them in their turn with a real confuſion. Ac- 
cordingly, I produced the accounts, ſigned by the 
eight receivers- general; and likewiſe an exact me- 
morandum of all the warrants. That inſtant all 
their arrogance vaniſhed, and they would have been 


red ed to the neceſſity of confeſſing their roguery, 


not bethought themſelves of a contrivance 
to Ait; but ſo poor a one, as ſtill left them all 
the diſgrace. A clerk, inſtructed by d'Incarville, 
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came to the king, and told him, that Þ Hote,. Who 
kept the key oi the hall where the regiſters lay, be- 
ing abſent one day when one of the moſt conſiderable. / 
of the carriages was brought to the,treaſury,. and the, 
receivers who conducted it being in haſte ag return, .. - 
he thought it would be: ſufficient: to mark the ſum... 
contained in the carriage upon a looſe ſheet of pa- 
per, intending to make it be afterwards reviſed, and 
ſigned by d' Incarville, and inſerted in the. regiſters ;/ 
but that he himſelf -afterwards going to Heudi+,. - 
court, it had ſlipt out of his memory "For which 7 


jintreated his majeſty's pardon. The king contented, 


himſelf with ſlightly reprimanding him for his neglect, 
ordering more care to be taken of the regiſters for the, 
future. Then going towards the conſtable (W- 
was at the end of the gallery where all this had paſ- 
ſed, and who in the whole affair had appeared more 
favourable to the gentlemen of the council than my 

he cried out to him at a diſtance, in the preſence of 
ſeveral perſons, that his money was found, and that 
he knew in good time thoſe, in whom he ought to 
cone. ps. tn. © A ewes "aa 
__ AmiDsT theſe contentions came the day appoint- 
ed for the meeting of the ſtates of the kingdom, or 


S =» 


rather of the aſſembly of notables; that is, of per- 
ſons of conſideration; for, ſo it is that they WEIR: 
called. The reaſon of adopting this name ꝶ, inſtead 


* Perefixe ſays, that it is becauſe the king had not time to aſſemble 
the ſtates together: The kings,” (ſays d' Aubigne,” with hisuſual 
malevolence) have recourſe to ſuch forts of aflemblies, When 
© thoſe of the ftates-general are tedious, _ difficult, or ſuſpected by 
% them. The defign of aſſembling theſe little Rates being to find 
« money to carry on the war againft Spain, there were ſeveral ſcheryes 
% propoſed and agreed to; the pancarte or old rate, was the chief, 
« which was but very ill received in many places of the kingdom, 
% Kc.“ Tom. III. liv. iv. c. 14. De Thou ſays very little of it, 
iv. cxvii. and Davila no more. All that is ſaid in theſe Memoirs 
about this aſſembly is found, ſo far as I know, no where elſe: ang 
in order to render it the more intelligible, I have taken th rty 
which I have deſired in the preface to this work, and thatwras to 
compare with each other all the 3 that the compilers of M. de 
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Sully's manuſcripts have made * in their Memoirs, without any 
rin 9 * 9 order 
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of that of the ſtates of the kingdom, which ſhould 
naturally Have been - uſed, aroſe Whefly from the 
and Anteiersy + Who percelbing that at this. 
FL they:had' riches and influence to give them fach.” 
a fuperioffty te the other elaſſes, as they were un- 
willing any but the clergy ſhould ſhare with them, 
Aiſdained to ſee themſelves levelled with the people 
by one common denomination; whith yet: muſt have 
deen the caſe, if the forms ec in theſe aſſemblies, 
sda nd particularly the diſtinction of the three orders, 
- had been preſerved. They, indeed, made their ap- 
pearance with magnificence and ſplendor, which. 
ſunk the nobility, the ſoldiers, and other members 
df the ſtate, below conſideration, ſince they were 
not able to dazzle che eyes with ſpendid eguipages, 
| the glitter of gold, nora long train of attendants; 
things which. will always draw the envy, the reve- 
. rence, and the worſhip, of the people; or, more 
truly, will always ſhe w our depravity and vr 2 
Soc, in general, is the e e t 565 
formed of theſe great, theſe auguſt aſſembliesz thoſe 
men whom one imagines, that they muſt come 
wu.icher with minds full of wiſdom and public ſpirit, 
—_ warm with all the zeal that animated the ancient 
_ legiſlators, commonly think on no other buſineſs 
_ than how to make a ridiculous diſplay of their pomp, 
1 and ſhew their effeminacy, to moſt advantage; 
and whoſe appearance would fink them into infamy, 
i they were beheld without prejudice. To com- 
plete the notion, we muſt take in the diſeord of the 
ſeveral bodies which compoſe theſe aſſemblies, their 
contrarieties of, intereſt, their oppoſition of opinion, 
the deſire of each to over-reach another, their 


order or connexion. As we may well ſuppoſe that they were all mu- 

tually connected, and had each their proper object in the mind of this 

greit ¶teſman, it entirely coincides with his views, to apply them to 

the ſues to which they natüralhy belong. And all that can be de- 

| fired is, Ithink, never to alter the ſubſtance of the thoughts in 55 
eriginal; to which I, have enn *pphed myſelf. 
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_ itrigues, and their confuſion; all which, together 
with thatmeanneſs diſcovered in the proftitution o 
. eloquence, have their original from the ſame hateful 
cauſe: for by ſome” futality ĩe comes to paſs, that 
thoſe improvements which ary age makes in Kno- --. 
ledge above preceding times, are not applied to the 
advancement of virtue, nor ſerve any other 6 
than to refine wickedneſs. It is true, that in theſe, 
aſſemblies there may be found a ſmall number ofſmenm 
of great abilities and great virtues, men whoſe qua- 
lities no- body diſputes; but, inſtead of being forced . 
into public notice, they are treated with an affec= 
tation of negligence and contempt, which fink theme 
into ſilence, 5 — — ſuppreſs the voice Wu 
public good. Thus long experience has ſhewnu, 
— — of theſe | ſtates rarely produces the 
good expected from it: for that ſuch might be its 
effect, the members ought to be equally inſtructed in 
true and honeſt policy; atleaſt, ignoranoe and knaver / 
ſhould ſit dumb in the preſence of men of knowledge 
end integrity: but ſuch is always the character of- 
multitudes, that for one wiſe man there are max 
fools, and prefümption is the conſtant attendant of 8 
folly.z. and it is here more than in any place, that 
great virtues, inſtead of exciting reſpeth and emula © 
tion, provoke hatred and ex 0D om 
Bz81Dts, if the prince that holds theſe aſſemblieg 
is powerful and fond of power, he will eafily defeat. * 
their ſchemes, or cruſh them into ſilence; but if” | 
he is weak, and unacquainted with his own rights, 
an unbounded licentiouſneſs of debate will * 
the kingdom into all the miſeries that naturally ol 
lo the depreſſion of the royal authority. Neceſſity 
therefore requires, that there ſhould be, both in the © - 
ſovereign and the ſubject, a complete knowledge of © MW 
their ſeveral rights, and mutual obligations. The + 
firſt law of a ſovereign is, that he ſhould keep the 
law, for he has himſelf two ſovereigns, God and the 
law.: juſtice ought to preſule on his throne, ank 
©. fe OE : gentles 
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._ to ſupport it. God is the true owner of 
; Ks doms,'and monarchs are but the miniſters, who 
t to exhibit to the people a true copy of the, 
. e of him in whoſe place they ſtand; and re- 
member, that they do not govern like him but when, 
they govern as athers. In hereditary monarchies, 
there is an hereditary miſtake : the ſovereign is maſ- 
ter of the life and property of his ſubjects, and b 4 


means of theſe few words, Such is aun pleaſure, is diſ- 


bis minif 


penſed from giving the reaſons of his conduct, and 


from having any reaſons to give. Suppoſing . 


were really the right of a king, is it not the utmoſt 
degree of imprudence, to incur voluntarily the ha- 
tred of thoſe who muſt eyery moment have his life 
in their hands? And hated he, muſt certainly. be, 
who forces a conceſhon-of power, which i declares X 
beforehand his intention to abuſe. n 
Wirz regard to ſubjects, the firſt law mich re- 
ligion, reaſon, and nature preſcribe them, is to obey; 
their duty is to reverence, honour, and fear their 
princes, as repreſentatives of the Supreme Governor, 
Who wy be ſaid to appear viſibly on earth by theſe. 
ers, as he appears in heaven by the orbs of 
light Theſe duties they are to pay from a principle 
gratitude, for the fecurity and advantages they 
enjoy under the ſhelter of the royal authority: for, 
the calamity of having an unjuſt, ambitious, and 
arbitrary king, they have no other remedy but that 
of ſoftening him by ſubmiſſion, and propitiating God 
by prayer. All grounds of reſiſtance, however ſolid 
2 may be thought, will appear, upon a careful 
examination, to be nothing more than artful and 
ſubtle pleas for diſſoyalty; nor has it been found 
that, by this practice, princes have been reformed, 
or taxes aboliſhed ; but to the calamities,-which wave 
room for complaints, has been added a new degree 
of miſery, as may be found by enquiring into the 
ſentiments of the lower W and particularly thoſe 
of the country, 
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Svcn are the principles upon which the mutual | 
| happineſs of governors and ſubjects might eaſily be 


fixed, if in general aſſemblies of the nation, each party 
appeared fully convinced of the truth of theſe max 
ims :, but, ſuppoſing this the caſe, there would ſtill 
be leſs need of general aſſemblies, to which recourſe. 
is never had but when there is ſome diſagreement be- 


tween the members and the head. It may, however, 


be concluded, that, as theſe aſſemblies ate at preſent. 
uſeleſs, both on account of the occafions' on which 
they 1 called, and of the methods in which they 


1255 ed, ſo they might be of great efficacy for the 
7 5 of regularity and general virtue, if the prince, 


ting as the real Pen of united members, would 


call them with no other purpoſe, than to oblige ö 


thoſe who lay down their employments, to give an 
account of their adminiſtration, in the face of by 
kingdom, and to chuſe, with wiſdom and di e 
ment, thoſe by whom their places ſhould be fu 
animating them to a due aten of their o . #7 
his exhortations, and by a public diſtribution of praiſe 
and blame, puniſhments and rewards *, 
Hzxx v, while he waited for the meeting of the. 
aſſembly, took a journey to Arques, Dieppe, and 
Caudebec, &c. that he might have a fight of the 
places where ſo many memorable actions had been 


performed, and I accompanied him throughqut his 


journey, 

War he returned to Rouen, he opened the af- 
| * by a ſpeech, uttered with a dignity becoming 
a great prince, and a fincerity with which princes 


are unacquainted: he declared that, to avoid al] 
appearance of violence or compulſion, he had de- 


termined not to call an aſſembly of deputies, named 


by the king and blindly obſequious to all his in- 
* There cannot, I thiok, any. thing be added to the juſtneſz of 25 


theſe ſentiments, And we need only remit hitber thoſe who, as 


ines, Boulainvillieres, &e, have taken the fide of the * and 
he er party. wil x | 
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clingtions, but that he gave an ne at large to 
L of all [nk and N that men 

owledge and merit might have an opportuni 

Þ rt, fear, er they 9 toe 

for the | public good; that at that time he 
"RR not 1724555 to confine them by any limitati- 
ons, but enjoined them not to make an ill uſe of this 
freedom from reſtriftion, by an attempt to leſſen the 
fovereign authority, Which is the chief ſtrength of 
the kingdom; z; 40 exhorted them to eſtabliſh! union 
amongſt their members, to give eaſe to the people, 
to 12757 the royal treaſury from debts, which, though 


it was ſubject to them, it never had contraſted ; to- 


mew their juſtice in reducing exorbitant ſalaries, 
without leſſening thoſe that were neceſſary; and to 
ſettle, for times to come, a fund clear of incum-. 
brances, and ſufficient to Bathttin the army. 

Hz added, that | It mould be no objeQtion to king. 
that the meaſures propoſed were not of his own con- 


* trivance, provided he foung them dictated | juſtice, : 


and public ſpirit: that they ſhould not find him 


- pleading his age, his experience, or perſonal quali- 


ties, as an exemption from any juſt regulations, 
th princes often made excuſes far leſs defenſible; 
but that. he would ſhew, by his example, that 1 
was no leſs the buſineſs of kings to en nforce edicts, 
than of ſubjects to obey themt; © 

HENRY Vole after this ſpeech, declaring that nei- 


4417 I were defiroue, ay he; to pa's for W * 
7 would have introduced here more fine words than good will; but 
my ambition aims at, ſomething higher than to ſpeak well: I aſ- 
«yin to the glorious titles of the deliverer and reftorer of France. 1 
have not called you together, as my predeceſſors have doney to- 
*-nblige you. blindly to approve of my wil and pleaſure; I have 
, cauſed you to be aſſembled, in order-to receive your-counſels, to de - 
c pend upon them, and to follow them ; 3 in ſhort, to put myſelf i in- 
'« to your hands as my guardians : this is a declaration which-is not 
« wy common for kings, for grey hairs; and conquerors like me to 
„ make; but the love which I bear my ſubjeQs, and the extreme 
* fondneſs which I have to preſerve my ſtate, have made me find - 
5 Every thing e every thing bonourables“ rn part 2. 
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ther he nor his council would be preſent at their 


conftraiat z..and accordingly: went out with all his 
counſellors, leaving only me, to lay before the 


aſſembly ſuch accounts, memoirs, and publie papers, ; 


as were neceflary for their information: | 


Wut I gave an account of the laſt aſſembly “ 


theſe ſtates at Paris, I ſpoke at large of their methods 


of proceeding, and the forms uſed in thoſe great and 


numerous aſſemblies; and: hall ba Ferit only: "= 
_ ſerve, at preſent; that; excepting the ſubject of their 

deliberations, this afſembly reſembled the former. 
As they were now| neceſſarily to come to ſome con- 


clufion, particularly with relation to' the\ ſubſidies, © _ 


and to ſettle the method of raiſing them, they could 
think of nothing better to be done, than to make 4 
collection of old uſeleſs regulations of a nature con- 
ee t6 the preſent ſtate of affairs j inſtead of con- 


g chat the nation ought to be treated as a bod 


and therefore requiring an uncommon remedy, 


that in proportion as its mechaniſm is better Knowng - 


the operations performed upon it ought to be altered 
fuch is the force of prejudice, that men continue ob- 


ſtinately to endeavour the cure of their preſent diſor- 


ders, by means of which the ineffieacy is demon- 
ſtrated by their inability to prevent the evils or to ſtops 


their progreſs, | An injudicious. reverence for anti- 


uity, a falſe notion of cauſes, occaſioned by the 
iſtance of time; a want of diligent reflection on the 
paſt,” and of clear views of che future, about which 


our, ſelf-love hinders us from coming to any agrees. | + 


ment, all contribute to te the wrong mea 
fures of ancient times. It is a maxim with ſome, 
that laws and cuſtoms. are not to be changed; a 


maxim to which I zealoufly adhere, except when 


conſultations, that they mi ht be wholly freed from 


the adyantage, and what is mueh ſtronger, the necef= 


ſity of the public requires their alteration. 


* # The genius of the French nation, they ſay, is ſuch, that . 
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\ ACCORDINGLY they amuſed themſelves with rax- 
old ſchemes out of the duſt, and went on ſtill 


9332 


Gone the collection, which they found already 
to be of no value, till an impoſſibility came full in 


their view, and deſtroyed. their project; for it ap- 
3 that theſe old conſtitutions. were adapted to a 


of government in which royalty, though de- 


eo rated with a ſpecious title, was a ſtate of ſervitude; 


and could therefore not be applied to a time when 
the public intereſt had concentered, in à ſingle per- 
ſon, the authority which was formerly diſttibuted 
amongſt great numbers, and eſtabliſhed monarchy 
as the ſureſt foundation of general ſecurit. 

Tuts fancy was followed by another, which 
beld them for a time by ſome ſpecious appearances, 
though, in effect, it was no leſs inconvenient than 
the former. This was the eſtabliſhment of a new 


council, which they thought it proper to denominate 


the council of reaſon, whoſe members ſnould be firſt 
named by the aſſembly, and . afterwards by the ſove- 
lone render all change, aven the mob vſeful and neceſſary, extreme- 
ly dangerous for us: a ſyſtem, whoſe foundation it ſeems all the 
world, at this day, agrees was excellent, and which, notwithſtanding 


this, has had very troubleſome conſequences, makes us inſiſt more 


than ever upon this conſideration, The duke de Sully, who lived at 
a time jn which he did not want for proofs of the defects objected to 
the nation, would have anſwered to this, that two things ate abſo- 
lutely neceſſary in any nation whatever, in order to ſecure the ſucceſs 
of ſuch ſort of enterprizes : the firſt is an authority in che legiſlator, 


ſufficiently great not to be obliged to change, or abate the leaſt tittle of 


his plan through fear, or policy, or compliance: the ſecond is a wiſ- 


Jom equally great, to prepare all the meam for putting it in execu- 
tion. Amidft a great number of real changes that have been made in 


the different parts of the government, which will be ſeen in the ſe- 
quel of theſe Memoirs, we may obſerve a ſtill greater number of pro- 
jects which have not yet been executed, though formed a great while 
ago: and what is the teaſon? why, becauſe Henry the Great and his 
miniſter watched and waited for the proper conjunctures and circum- 
ſances, &c, which ſhould render them certain and infallible, I will 
not ſcruple to ſay, that perfect ſxill conſiſts not in imagiping, but in 
knowing, the hazards that proceed from too great precipitation and 
too great ſlowneſs, to be aware of the proper opportunity; and in 
ſhort, to know how to conduct and how to prepare for it. a 


} reign 
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reign courts... But there was already a council of this 


kind, and that very council had been apparently the. © 


cauſe of the diſorders of the finances, and the miſery 


of the nation. This ſignified nothing; the whole | 


multitude ſuffered themſelves to be fo dazzled b 


fine name, and a new election, that it was wropakel: | 
and determined, to make the ſame evil its own re-' 
medy. It was ſettled, that the new council ſhould 
divide, into two portions the reyenues of the king, 
which they eſtimated, without much examination, at 
thirty millions +; that they ſhould keep one half in 
Fair own hands, for the diſcharge of arrears, pen- 


ons, wages of offices, and other public debts and 


engagements; and that out of the ſame ſum they 
ſhould, repair or make cities, buildings, roads, or 


other public works; and that of this ſum neither 
the king nor the ſovereign court ſhould have power ta 
take cognizance, or examine the application. It 
may eaſily be imagined, how the members of the 
council flattered their rapacity by a diſpoſal abſolute 
and unaccountable of half the revenues of the ſtate ; 
let us for a moment ſuppoſe them diſhoneſt in theix 


management, what numbers muſt be diſtreſſed, hat 


confulion and ruin muſt enſue: 


; 4 5 


Tux other part was left to the king, to be ma⸗ 


naged by him, or his miniſters, with equal ex emp- 
tion. from account : this was burthened with all the 


expences of the artillery and fortifications, all foreign 


affairs, embaſſies, and negotiations, the ſupport of 


his houſhold, his buildings, and his equipage, the 


payment of his officers, and his priyy purſe. Nei- 


ther party was confined by any preſcriptions, as to 


the manner of raiſing or managing either ſhared of 


F The author has reaſon to ſay that this computation is nat exact, 
fince, notwithſtanding the augmentation of the king's revenues, arid 
the clearing of his debts that happened under his miniſtry, and 
which may be ſeen in the ſequel of 

very conſiderable ſum, cardinal Richelieu did not value the whole re- 
venues of the ſtate, after all the alterations which he himſelf had 


made, at more than thirty-five millions, TeR; Pol. part 2, page rez, © 
ng. „ che 


theſe Memoirs to amount to a 
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the revenue; ſo they preſerved that mutual independ- 
ence on which the projectors valued themſelves ; as if 
the ſtrength of the kingdom did not depend upon the 
power of aſſiſting, according to their reſpective need, 


any part that ſhould happen to be in diſtreſs, and 


FX 


fupplying the ſick, if I may uſe the expreſſion, with 
the ſuperfluous blood of thoſe that are in health. 
As the thirty millions at which the royal revenues 
have been rated, were ſuſpected to be ſome what 
more than their real value, they reſolved to create 
a new tax, by laying a penny in the ſhilling upon all 
merchandizes +, and proviſions bought and fold in 
the Kingdom, by wholeſale or retail. When they 
computed the amount of the trade of particular per- 
fons, and the expences of neceſſity, convenience, 
and luxury, they concluded that this new tax might 
fafely be rated at five millions; and the happy no- 
oo was bleſt a thoufand times, though in reality 
the ſcheme was 10, leſs chimerical than the new 
gomputation i i ne 
Wurn the afſembly kad thus brought their 
ſcheme in all its branches to perfection, they ſent 
it by their deputies to the king, who received 
the propoſal in bis councit : the indignation raiſed 
by this. project inſtantly appeared by ſuch a con- 
fuſion of out-cries' and murmurs, that the king 
had great difficulty to make the council give their 
opinions one by one. The field of diſcuſſion was 
boundleſs; every man was made eloquent by vexa- 
IR Bone bk the anly thing that was exempted. a n 
1 M. de Sully thinks and ſpeaks of the eſtabliſhing a ſou or penny 
in the ſhilling, as almoſt the whole world thought and ſpoke of it at 
that time. Le Grain nevertheleſs gives his ſuffrage to this tax, liv. 
vi. Matthieu does not condemn it; and what is of greater weight, 
cardinal Richelieu finds it to be ſo much the more juſt, as it is efta- | 
bliſhed, ſays he, in divers other ſtates, and had been already reſolved 
on by a body of 

and inconveniences. which M. de Sully mentions in the fequel are 
real, and partly the ſame which made Richelieu be the firſt entirely 


| fo . from eſtabliſhing it. Teft. Pol, part 2. ch. 9. 
det. 7. | f 3 
I's tion 
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the ſtate, under Francis I, However, the difficulties 


1 


F wy » 10 { 426 oO F q 
tion and; reſentme t. W en m turn came; 1 fd 
fied myſelf with aying 1 15 that 1 had nothing 
to ad to ſuch fine harangues. The king, who 
obſerved me attentively, and wondered at my caus 
tion, reſolved to have a private converſation with 


F 


me before he gave the . which was to de- 


termine for, or 1 the ſcheme of the afſem- 


bly; he therefore adjourned the conſideration of j 
the affair till the morrow, in the awd of the 


ſame perſons. When we were alone, he afted 


me with eagerneſs, the reaſon of my Hens, and 
I made him the following obſervations. ' © 


Fr is certain, that the aſſembly were ſo infatuated 


with their new ſcheme, that if the king ſhould fol- 
low the opinion of his council, and re) 800 it in hi b 
terms, he would expoſe himſelf to the. danger of 

general diſſatisfaction; the more dangerous becauſe 
the ſtates aſſembled acknowledged no ſuperior, nor 
allowed that even the king had power to alter their de- 
ciſions. One of the moſt important maxims of mo- 
narchy is, that the king would take care not to reduce 


his ſubjects to actions of diſobedience, or even to 


words of diſreſpe& ; beſides, the king would directly 

break the word, by which he had promiſed the aſſembly 
to conform himſelf to their. reſolutions: and to con- 
clude, all they that contrived, or had adopted the 
ſcheme, would make the rejection of it by the king, 
an argument by which they would convince theme 
ſelves, that this was the true ſcheme of affairs, till by 
an attempt to put it in execution they were cured of 
their notion, and would inſinuate, that only their 
prince had prevented them from ſeeing that practice 
eſtabliſhed in France, which had been for ſo long a 
time deſired. Every body knows, that it is the Re. 
poſition of the le eſpecially of thoſe that haye 


ſpirit and reſentment, to abuſe the actions of their | 


ſovereign. 


Ox the other ſide, it was equally certain that this 
1 was at once deſtructive in iis tendency, and 
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impraclicable, in its execution; to give full conyic- 
tion of this the leaſt knowledge of the finances was 
ſufficient :. beſides the obſtructions which I have juſt 

n mentioning, how many more muſt ariſe from 


tze competitions. which would be produced by an 


 EleRtion of the members of the council, who were 
to be taken equally from all the provinces of the 

kingdom. No ſooner could this ſcheme, which was 
now only ſketched out, be branched into particulars, 
than that appearance of impartiality and juſtice, by 


Which the conduct of public affairs muſt be neceſſari- | 


ly thrown into the hands of new and unexperienced 


men, would occaſion innumerable miſcalculations 


and miſtakes. It was apparent that the heads of the 
new council would immediately grow giddy, and 


that all the meaſures they would take would be only 


blunder accumulated on blunder. bo 

_ -FroM the impoſſibility that any advantage ſhould 
ariſe from this ſcheme, I drew my arguments to per- 
ſuade the king to conſent to it; by which he would 


obtain, in the eye of his people, the honour of fall- 


ing readily into the meaſures which they themſelves 
had marked out; and this condeſcenſion would be ſo 


far from leſſening the royal authority, that when the 


new council had made the melancholy experiment 
of their ſtrength, he would ultimately receive this ad- 
vantage, that all the parts of the finances would fall 

back into his hands, with exemption from depen- 
dence. As the calculation of the royal revenues was 
made by the aſſembly, and the council ſelected from 
it, it would be ſuppoſed that they had taken in all 
neceſſary conſiderations relating to thoſe payments, 


of which the collection was moſt difficult and ex - 


penſive: they could not therefore take it amiſs, that 
the king choſe his fifteen millions of that part which 
he liked beſt. Chuſing for his part the revenue of 
the five great farms, des parties caſuelles, du demnine, 

et des wits, he might expect, without preſumption, 
to ſee them doubled, if not trebled, in a ſhort 1 * 
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This Iſpoke with full confidence; hecauſe.I had al- | 
ready provided; myſelf of reſponſible people, who had 
engaged to take theſe; farms at 2 conſiderable ad- 
vance. With reſpect to that which remained in the 
hands of the council of reaſon, the caſe was quite 
otherwiſe; and I would have been bound to th: 
king, that the penny in the ſhilling, amongſt others, 


would not, when all expences were defrayed, bring 


in above two hundred thouſand crowns clear money, 
Taz reaſon why I did not give this opinion open 
ly in the council, was, becauſe I thought it proper 
RA it ſhould ſeem to come from the king himſelf, 
The king, after having heard me with great atten» 
tion, was afraid leſt my advice ſhould bring him into 
difficulties, and into a miſtaken ſome ſort irretriey- 
able; but having conſidered my reaſons very ſeriouſly, 

he reſolved to follow my ppmnn. RT. 
_ Wren the council met next day, they determined 
as they did before, and I determined in the ſame _ 
manner. The king declaring that he could not fol- 
low their advice, left them in the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, and went in to the aſſembly, where he de- 
clared, in ſtrong terms, that finding himſelf diſpoſ- 
ed to promote, with all his power, the inclinations 
of ſo wiſe a body, he received their ſcheme without 
any qualification or reſtriction, which he conſidered 
as conſiſting of three articles; the erection of an in- 
dependent council, the diviſion of the public revenues, 
and the levy of a penny in the ſhilling ; that the aſ- 
ſembly had nothing to do but in twenty-four hours 
to name the new council; to give in a ſchedule of 
the thirty millions, that he might chuſe his own, 

ſhare; and that they ſhould ſee, by his conduct, 
whether he or the council were the beſt ceconomitſts, 
The goodneſs and compliance of the king were loudly 
praiſed; and the council finding itfelf concluded by 
a determination ſo unanimous, which left no farther _ 
room for debate, at leaſt between the king and his 
ſubjects, thought of nothing but returning to Paris, 
there to conclude this maſter- piece of policy, —= 


Ro nis 


which put them RIPE at a loſs; and to 
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a TH Colne Feat was 84 formed with ſo 1 
diſturbance as h ; that change of 


LO * 


= temper Which retarded oh eleftion was ſo great, 


that penetrating perſons faw.from that moment how 


Chimerical a ſcheme had been embraced by the mul- 
titude. The nomination was at laſt completed, in 


which the clergy were very buſy. from the firſt; and 


\. the cardinal de ondy , * famous for his and 5 
abilities, was put at its head, as if public affairs were to 
de adminiſtered by e Haste rules as thoſe of a private 


bouſe. The council of reaſon held their meetings 
regularly i in the epiſcopal palace, where Ws S 


N had aligned them an apartment. | 
Bur no ſooner had they begun to lay | papers upon 


the table for the collection of the payments of the 
next year, but theſe new money-mongers were ſo 
much perplexed, that they knew not on which ſide 


to turn them, The farther they went, the more the 
labyrinth was pe 77 they found nobody that 


would undertake for the penny in the ſhilling ; the 
farmers aſked for other funds, but at 4 diſcount 
$6d to their 

vexation, the buſineſs could not he put off: all the 
nſtoners of the ſtate came upon them, and talked 
of nothing but millions to people that had not yet 
got a ſingle farthing. Chagrin and vexation ſoon 
broke the unanimity of the new council; they 
began immediately to quarrel, and reproach one ano- 


| ther with 1 ignorance and raſhneſs. 


THE thing was come, in a few weeks, to | this 
aſs, that the council of reaſon could do nothing 
reaſonably ; and they were forced to apply to d'In- 
carville and me, and begged of us to come, at leaſt 
once a week, and give them ſuch counſe] as we gave 


the king, whoſe part of the revenue they ſaw growing 
and flouriſhing day after day. 1 excuſed myſelf on 


1 peter de Gondy, biſhop of paris, and bivther to Albert de Gondy 
duke of Retz, a peer and maroſchal-of France, of ho- we have 


ſpoken before. ; 
- © "accoun 
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account of my employ, which took me up altogether, 
They then addreſſed the king; who, with his ordi- 
nary goodneſs, commanded: me to go: but I did not - 
forget, on that occaſion, what was neceſſary to his | 
|  FJervice. lamented the ſtate of: the affairs of the 
Touncil I found no means of extrication, and help- 
ed forward nothing but 7% 0 6 In ſhort, ſcarce 
three months had paſſed before theſe profound poli- 
ticians, being at the end of all their art, and finking  - 
under their burden, went to the king to beg to be 
diſcharged. The king, whom I believe began co 
like this new regulation that ſet him at eaſe, told 2 
them that every thing was difficult at firſt ; adviſed 
them to take heart, and ſent them away confuted by 
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their own reaſons. But they ſoon came back, arid 4 
changed their intreaties to importunity; confeſled 3 
chan a | 
that they had been in the wrong when they under- : 
took to govern the kingdom, and ſhewed a thouw- _ 3 


ſand times more ſatisfaction on their diſmiſſian from 
their employment, than at their advancement to it. 
Tuss burden fell upon me, as an addition to that 


with which I was already loaded, and my labour .. 
was ſo great, that it required both my days ank 
nights. As I had a kind of paſſion for the re- eſta- EF 
bliſhment of the finances, I made prodigious ad» 
vances in the ancient regiſters of the council of ſtate, 


the-parliaments, the chambers of accounts, and the 

_ courts of aids, and even in the private accounts of 
the former ſecretaries of ſtate, for the new ones 

would not communicate theirs. I did the ſame thing 

in the offices of the treaſures of France, in the ta- 
ſury chamber, and in the papers of the treaſurers of the 
exchequer +: Iraked even into that vaſt collection 
where all the ordinances are keptinſcribed. Having a 4 
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— f % Roſny, beſore he entered upon this office of ſaperintendant, 2 
SID hd furniſhed himſelf with all the neceſſary informations, the bet- | _ 
| © ter to be enabled to acquit himſelf therein : he perfectly knew all 'Y 
the revenues of the kingdom, and all the expences neceflary in raif- 
ing them: he communicated al! that he knew of this matter to the a 
** king, who had in like manner ſtudied all theſe things thoroughly 
< himſelf,” Ke. Peref, p. 225. | | „ 
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deſign 
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chen to row wp a general 


thoug 
. as near as was poſſible, in the fir year of my manage- 


7 1 wx 0 SP RY OS * 9 * 
ry 
1 ** Be ; 
ba 
1 * N 


aun M E M OI R A Bock VIII 
ſtate of the finances for the 


year 1595, which was the end of all my reſearches, 1 
bee it fit to neglect nothing, that I might come 


ment, to the exactneſs to which I earneſtly. defired 


to carry it. Whatever fraud or miſtake bad crept 
into the finances, I i wer, ny | ined that it could be neither 
ut 


| en? mage fo general, 


ſhould be able to prove 
ſhew its original, by comparing theſe. pieces 


- which I have bgen mentioning, or by the inferences 
to be drawn from them, with 'a due obſervation of 


the different proportions of various times | and altera- 


2 tions of affairs. 


Tux people of the king's council were frighted at 
the ſight of my project, and beginning to imagine 
that I ſhould throw every thing open, blamed them- 


+ felves- now more than ever for not having with much 
_ vigour oppoſed my admiſfion into the council, Maiſ- 
" es, to whom I muſt do this juſtice, that as ſoon as 


he diſcovered my intentions he joined his endeavours 


Woo yo m__ gave me information of their terrors and 


To confirm them in their ſuſpicions, I de- 


. public, that I had obtained ſuch intelligence 
about the finances, that they would be preſently re- 


gulated upen another plan; and I defired that the 
comptroller-general, the intendant of the finances of 
France, the treaſurer of the exchequer, and the re- 


_ ceivers-gencral, ſhould be joined with me, in order 
Rate, of the finances, of 
which theſe very men were in ſuch terror. I had 


to draw up this general 


the care, however, to keep the pen always betwcen 
my'own fingers. 

Howsves, I could not this time keep myſelf 
clear of ſeveral conſiderable errors, ner eſcape being 
tricked by theſe old practitioners. I thipk i it is no 


ſhame to confeſs it; this very Li they gained a 


profit of one fifth, which is exor itant, though in- 


finitely leſs than their ordinary gains. I propoſead 
the Hank ear to remedy both this and another mi{- 
take vu I had committed: one of the chief tricks 


of the financiers was, to make the expence of he 
current year appear to be much more than the re- 


ceipt, and to anticipate che revenues of the follow- 


ing year; by which means the expence of the next 

year, and of all the reſt, in ſucceſſion, was thrown - 
into a confuſion” from which theſe men drew 
many advantages, particularly that of appearing ne- 
ver to have money which was not pre- engaged long 
before, and of being able to alledge this excuſe to 


the king, and all thoſe whom they were not inclined *' 


to pay. In the ſecond place, the made uſe of that 
money: and, to conclude, they. paid off the old 
debts at a very low price, and yet charged them en- 
tire in their accounts. This negligence of mine 
colt the kingdom this year two millions. be 

THis fault I corrected the following year, during 
my reſidence in Brittany; ſo that from that time for- 
ward the receipts and expences exactly agreed. And 
in the mean time, td fill up the deficiency which my 
miſtake had made, I took the parties 5 les ga- 
belles, the five great farms, and the toll of the rivers, 
out of the hands of the duke of Florence, who held 
them under the names of Gondy, Senamy, Zamet, 
le Grand, Parent, VArgentier, and other old ma- 
nagers, who had no ſhare in the new finances; and 
I increaſed theſe farms with two millions that had 
been loſt by miſcomputation. The contractors for. 
the finances, and their aſſociates of the council, were 


tchunderſtruck with this laſt blow; but for this time _ 


their ſpite vented itſelf in ſmoke, the king having 
ſupported me for ſome time in a manner ſo conſpi- 

cuous, as ſunk them all into inactive deſpondency. 
The conſequence of his conduct to the aſſembly was, 
that he was made maſter, not only of the pretended © 


council of reaſon, but likewiſe of his own, whoſe - 


authority was now declining; and he had no longer 
reaſon to fear that his deſigns would miſcarry, as 
formerly, by their obſtruction. Eee 
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Tas deſign in which he was then actually en- 


gaged, was the ſiege of Arras, which had been pro- 


poſed in the council of war, which, excepting only 


the ſecretary, conſiſted merely of men of action: it 
had there paſſed without oppoſition; but the reſolu- 
tion was kept ſecret, becauſe only'by concealment. 


could we be aſſured of ſucceſs, That the merchants 
with whom J agreed for ſupplies of all neceſſary pro- 


 _ viſions might know bathing of the matter, I named 
to them a great number o 


cities along all the fron- 
tiers of Picardy, and Arras among the reſt, at any of 


of which they obliged themſelves to deliver, during 


the whole campaign, fifty thouſand loaves a day. 
Santeny, Robin de Tours, Mauleville, and Lam- 


bert, chevalier de Guet d'Orleans, engaged likewiſe 


for the conveyance of every thing elſe, and particu- 
jarly of twenty-five cannons. 1 

at ſo low a price, that if the misfortune that happen- 
ed at Amiens a little after, had not obliged us to 


draw thither the forces deſigned againſt Arras, they 
would have been conſiderable loſers: but as it hap- 
pened, they made a reaſonable gain. . 


| 0990900009!09!99009009909 


9 8 HE preparations that were, making for war, 


did not prevent their enjoying at Paris all the 


amuſements that winter commonly brings along with 


it. The gentleneſs of the government ſecured-the 
. _ tranquility of the public, who taſted all the ſweets 
of it, without any of that allay which for ſo long 


a time had imbittered all their pleaſures. Gallantry, 
ſhews, play, took up the time of the courtiers; and 
the king, who liked theſe diverſions through taſte, 


permitted them through policy. Monſieur and ma- 


dam de Fervaques intreated me to allow of the ad- 
8 | „ àureſſes 
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he contract paſſed 


_ 
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dreſſes of monſieur de Laval , the ſon of this lady⸗ :/ 
to my eldeſt daughter. I referred them to the king 
without whoſe conſent I could not now diſpoſe f 
my daughter, ſince it had been propoſed by the prin-, 2? 
ceſs, to marry her to monſieur de Rohan; wien 
whom the king being at that time offended, approved 
of monſieur de Laval. 5 . 
THe court every day had the pleaſure of a:new 
entertainment, from engagements of this nature, the 
moſt ſplendid of which was given by the conſtable, 
at the ſolemnity of baptizing his ſun. This was the 
pretence; but it was well known, that one of the 
moſt beautifuf young ladies of the court, and who 
was afterwards married to an old man, was the real 
object of theſe gallantries. Montmorency, amongit 
all the courtiers, choſe out twelve noblemen for his 
ballet, who he thought would appear there with the 
greateſt magnificence ; and prevailed: upon the king. 
to lay his commands upon me to be of this number, 
The elegance and propriety with which it was; co 
_ ducted, and which is the very eſſence of theſe fort of 
djverſions, was ſuperior to any thing I had ever ſeen + 
of the kind. This: entertainment was univerſally 
allowed to have greatly excelled all that went before 
it: it was likewiſe the laſt, and a ſtrange diſ- 
ſturbance happened at the end. I retired about twe 
in the morning, and had been an hour and a half in 
bed, when I ſaw Beringhen enter my chamber, with 
the utmoſt confternation painted in his countenance: 
he could but juſt tell me that the king wanted me; 
and aſſure me, in anſwer to my enquiries, that nv 
accident had happened to his perſon ; for this was 
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_ + William de Hautemer, count de Grancey, ſeigneur de Ferva- 
ques, who afterwards became a marechal of France, His wife was 
Andree d'Allegre, widow to Guy count de Laval, whoſe fon was like- 

' wiſe called Guy, the twentieth of that name, count de Laval, de 
Montfort &c, who was ſome time after killed in Hungary: in him 
ended that branch of Laval, or rather of Ricux, which continued 
only in the female line: for this Guy count de Laval was of the houſe 
of-Coligny,. by 3 n 9 8 i 
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the firſt queſtion I aſked, and his reply comforted me 


beforehand for the-misfortune, whatever it was, ſince 


thoſe that threatened his life, I put on my cloaths 


I ſaw none which were abſolutely irremedible, but 


reclined, and all the marks of a deep uneaſineſs * 


-impreſſed on his countenance. The courtiers ſtood 
In different corners of the room, leaning againſt the 


inge without uttering a ſingle word. 

I ux king coming to meet me, preſſed wy hand 
„what 

a misfortune! Amiens is taken, I confeſs, I con- 

tinued immoveable, like all the reſt, at this unfore- 

ſeen blow: a place ſo ſtrong, ſo well provided with 


every thing that was _— ſo near to Paris, and 


on the fide of Picardy the only key to the kingdom, 


do be taken ſo ſuddenly, ere we could be informed 
that it was threatened with an attack: the thing was 


almoſt incredible, and the 3 conſternation ap- 
peared to be too well grounded. However, I took my 
reſolution 3 and while the king, who 


bad received this news, as he was preparing to go 


to bed, related to me the manner in which the Spa- 


niards, with ſome ſacks of walnuts, had ſurprized 
this important place t, I reflected that, inſtead of 


» « Being as it were thunderſtruck at this, and yet looking up to 


% fpoke aloud, This blow is from heaven! Then paufing a little 
*« faid, I have ſufficiently acted the part of king of France, it is time 
© now that I aſſume the character of king of Navarre ; and, turning 
* to the marchioneſs, who wept, we muſt quit our preſent warfare, 
«« and take horſe to engage in another.“ 2 | 
+ It was on the eleventh of March, Hernand Teillo de Porto- 


Carrero, a Spaniard, the authar of this ſcheme, had diſguiſed like 


country men and country women, carrying goods to market, about * 


TY 
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haſtily, and ran to the Louvre, in great anxiety of 
mind: upon my entering the king's chamber, Ifaw 
dim walking about very faſt, his arms folded, his head 


% 


thirty Spaniards, who ſtopped up one of the gates of the town, and 


amuſed the guard, by pouring out at the entrance thereof a cart load- 


ed with ſacks full of filberts, which one of them untied ; and during 
this time ſome Spaniſh troops, who lay concealed behind the hedges, 


* 


| , _ arched up, and, putting the guard to the ſword, made themſelves 


— 


„heaven as he commondly does more in adverſity than proſperity, he 


/ 
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increaſing; to no purpoſe, the general diſmay, pru- 
dence ſuggeſted. that, 2 preſent cifcumſiance, f 
it was neceſſary to keep up every one's ſpirits, ank 
to comfort the king. I therefore told him that I 


had in good time juſt put the finiſhing band to a 
| ſcheme, by which not only Amiens, but ſeveral 
other places, would be reſtored to him without much 
difficulty. 1 


Tris hint alone ſeemed, on a ſudden, to have - 


robbed the late misfortune of half its force ; and 
although it did not. hinder the king from re- 


flecting on all the difficulties of an enterprize which 
might have very fatal conſequences, yet as the 


aſtoniſhment the courtiers were in, left them no- 
thing to ſay in anſwer to the king's interrogatories, 
but what tended to increaſe his difquiet, his hopes 
were greatly raiſed by what I had faid, and he de- 


ſired to know what methods they were by. which 1 
propoſed to ſerve him. I replied, that he ſhould be 


informed by the papers I had drawn up fot that pur- 
poſe; and I went out as if to fetch them, leaving 
the king at leaſt in a more compoſed ftate of mind 
than TI had found him. Had he been a witneſs of 


mT ras 955g and uneaſineſs, when I was alone in 


my cloſet, he would have ſuppreſſed part of thoſe 
praiſes which he beſtowed on me when I had quitted 

his chamber; for then it was, that, reſigning my- 
- ſelf up to reflection, I comprehended the 2 4 ex- 
tent of thoſe misfortunes, which might be expected 
from the preſent poſture of affairs. The king's 
treaſure exhauſted, not a ſingle regiment fit for ſer- 
vice, at the ſame time that there was an abſolute ne- 


ceſſity both for money aud troops in great abundance, 4 


and that without any delay. 


maſters of the town.” See an account of this in all. the hiſtorians, 


under the year 1597. Hernand Teillo was killed, in bravely defend- 
ing this town. againſt Henry IV. He uſed to ſay, that the three great- 
eſt commanders he knew, were Henry for the conduct of à large ar- 
my, the duke of HMaienne for the fiege of a town, and marechal 
Biron for a battle, Matthieu,” tom. II. liv, i. p. 232 


4 I xead * 


f 
5 
9 * 


K an * nen SPL * 
N BEI - ** * 3 — 
= 
4 7 


* * 
* & 0 
1 


ay 


224 MEMOIRS! Book IX. 


- Inzap over my private memoirs: I reyolved in 
my mind all thoſe ſchemes for levying money, 


which I had employed my leiſure hours in concerts © 


ing, foreſeeing that the king would have ſoon an 
occaſion” fox them. Moſt of | theſe ſchemes might 
be reduced to two different kinds; one very eaſy 
and plain, wherein all that was neceſſary to be done 
was to augment the land-tax, and other impoſts al- 
ready eſtabliſhed.;; the other more difficult; which 
ee in contriving new ſources from whence 
money night be drawn. The firſt J did not think 
it prudent to have recourſe to, ſince, after all the 
hardſhips which the country people had endured, to 
oppreſs them ſtill more by an augmentation. of taxes, 
the ſole weight of which falls upon them, and at a 
time when they but juſt began to breathe again, 
was to compleat the ruin of the ſtate, and to de- 
prive the king himſelf, for the future, of his moſt 
fruitful, and in one ſenſe his moſt certain reſources. 
I THEN turned my thoughts another way, and 
fixed upon the following project, which was to de- 
mand of the clergy a free gift. for a year, if not 
for two years, and oblige them to make immediate 
payment; to augment the old offices with new 
members, four in each ſovereign court, beſides four 
maſters of accounts in every chamber, two in every 
office in the finances, two offices of counſellor in 
every preſidial court, an. aſſeſſor in every. royal tri- 
bunal, and aneleR in every election; to add a third 
to all the officers of the finances *; to keep back 
"half a year's payment of the arrears of ſums bor- 
towed from the contractors in the laſt reign; to in- 
creaſe the tax on falt fiſteen ſout a pottle, and to leave 
it always in that ſtate, becauſe ſuch an increaſe 


* The offices of the finances were poſſeſſed by two perſons: the 
firſt was called PAncien; the ſecond, who had been appointed after, 
was called Alternatif z and this third was called Triennial, becauſe 
he had every third year his rotation with the other two, who alone 

had the privilege of reimburfing the Triennial. ba 


\ 
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would give room for the ſuppreſſion of certain offices 
too chargeable to the public; to raiſe the entry of 
goods, and the tolls of rivers a third part, by a ne, 
eſtimate; and as all theſe meaſures gave us, for the 
moſt part, — the hope of money, to begin by 
borrowing twelve hundred thouſand livres from the 
richeſt people of the court and principal cities, and 
to aſſign them payments out of an augmentation of 
the gabels and five great farms; and, to ſupply tae 
ready money which we ſhould have occaſion for be- 
ſides, to raiſe a proſecution in the chamber of- juſtice 
_ againſt the old contractors, who had made conſider- 
able fortunes,, and oblige them to ſuffer a ne tax 


* 


in form of a loan. We. „ Tikes 
Tus plan was indeed of ſufficient extent. How- - 
ever,, it, was. not my inte.ttion, that theſe methods 
ſhould be all made uſe of at once, but, being unn 
certain how long the war would continue, they, 
might employ. them ſucceſhvely, beginning with | 
thoſe that were the leaſt burthenſome. With re- 
gard to- the troops that were neceſſary, I thought 
they could not do better than to raiſe them in thoſe 
_ provinces of the kingdom which had no longer any 
occaſion for defence. Thus I taxed the iſle of 
France, by joining Berry to it, with a complete re- 
giment; the Orleanois with Touraine was to fus- 
nil a ſecond ; and Normandy itſelf a third: theſe 
regiments were to conſiſt of fifteen hundred and ff- 
ty men, furniſhed and maintained by the provinces, 
from the day of their arrival before Amiens; becaufe 
theſe provinces enjoyed the right of calling the re- 
giments by their own name, and of appointing the 
officer s. 2 „ e big te FRIED 
Five days after I carried my project to the king, 
with the proper evidences formally drawn up in- 
thirteen papers. His. majeſty retired to examine 
them with me, in the preſence of d' Arambure, 
Lomenie, Beringhen, and V'Oſerai, When I had 
| reading them, I told the king, that, with. : 
* „ 1 5 * 9 theſe 4 
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theſe ſupplies, there was nothing to retard his depar- 

ture for the expedition of Amiens; ſince all the neceſ- 

 fary preparations for a camp in Picardy were already 


made in ſuch a manner, that, I durſt aſſure his ma- 


jeſty, his army would not only find there proviſi- 
on in great plenty, but likewiſe thing requi- 


fite for mere convenience, with the fame eaſe, and 
at the ſame price as in a city. I added, that what- 


_ ever reſource this ſcheme might afford the king in 


his preſent neceflities, his majeſty muſt not ima- 
gine it would be carried into execution, without in- 


creaſing the number of - thoſe wounds of which 


France was far from being wholly cured : that he 
need only take a flight view of the immenſe debts 
and engagements with which the ſtate was overbur- 


diened; that, to an exhauſted ſtate,” a new tax, in 


Whatever manner diſguiſed, is always the fame; 


therefore the war ſhould not be renewed, but with a 


1 * 1 4 


5 


. 
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view of procuring an advantageous peace, which 


was now become abſolutely neceſſary: and however 
great the public miſery was at preſent, I was fully 
convinced that twelve years of continued peace 
would be ſufficient to reſtore the kingdom to a 


flouriſhing condition. 


I -DiD not doubt but that, by the conduct which E, 


. the _ appeared diſpoſed to obſerve, the enenfes, 


notwitſtanding the advantages they had gained, 
would be the firſt to wiſh for the end of the war; 
and at that time I freely diſcloſed a thought to the 
king, the juſtneſs of which was verified by the event; 


and this was, that the firſt overtures for a peace 


would be made by the king of Spain, whom policy, 
in that ſtate of weakneſs and incapacity- to which 


the common courſe of nature had reduced him, 
would not permit to expoſe his crown to the uncer- 
"tain chances of war, always to be feared, but chief- 


ly in the beginning of a prince's reign who was ftill 
a child, 1 even went fo- far as to forete], that 


BY Spain would purchaſe peace by the reſtoration of all 
de towns ſhe had taken from France, My 


DD r 
Mx ſcheme for raiſing money was ſo much ap- 
proved by the king, that he reſolved to propoſe it 
himſelf in full council; but he communicated it be- 5 
forehand to a kind of little council of war, compoſed 
of the duke of Montpenſier, meſſieurs de Montmoren- © 
cy, de Maienne, d' Auvergne, de Biron, d' Ornano, de 
Bellegarde, de Saint Luc, de Fervaques, de Roque - 
laure, and de Frontenac: he afterwards ſummoned 
an extraordinary council, to which he admitted al! 
in Paris who had a right to a place there, particularly | 
the chief perſons of the aſſembly of Rouen, cho 
ſtill reſided there. The king could take no happier _ _ 3 
meaſures to eſtabliſh, his authority upon the weak 
nels of this great aſſembly, which was now acknow- 
ledged. by themſelves. He began with lamenting 
the loſs of Amiens, declaring the neceſſity there was 
to recover this city as ſoon as poſſible, giving in a 
full plan of all that was neceſlary for that purpoſe : 
he concluded with aſking the advice of all that were 
- preſent, concerning the means of carrying it into 
execution, complaining, in order to conceal from 
them what he himſelf had to propoſe, that his moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary enterprizes were always oppoſed 
by difficulties, and retarded by delays. 
Hk the king ſtopped as if to wait for the deli- 
berations of the aſſembly. Each looked upon the 
other without uttering a ſingle word; at length the 
nobles broke ſilence, but it was only to refer the af- 
fairs to the financiers, who in their return replied, 
that it belonged wholly to the nobles. Henry urg+-. 
ing them to deliver their opinions, ſome general 
propoſals for new levies were made, which were im- 
mediately oppoſed by one half of the aſſembly; and 
the counſellors finding their ſpeech all at one time, 
to ridicule, in a confuſed and diſorderly manner, 
whatever might be offered by either party, the king 
ſeizing that moment when their animoſity was carried ' Y 
to ſuch a height, that there was not the leaſt proba- 3 
bility of their coming to any agreement, drew. the 
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memorial out of his pocket, telling! them, that, al- 
though he had but little experience in tho affairs of 
the finances, yet, upon the preſent occaſion, he 


would offer his opinion, which he was always ready 


to give up for a better: he then prepared to fead the 


paper, which threw all that were preſent into a 


fixed attention, and afterwards into an aſtoniſnment, 
that rendered them ſpeechleſs and -immoveable. 


Henry ſuffered them to remain in this ſilence for two 
moments; then declaring that he underſtood it as an 
unanimous conſent, added; that as he had no in- 


tention to make uſe of all thoſe- meaſures at one 
time, he would begin by borrowing the ſum of twelve 
hundred thouf; and. lers and exhorted the nobles - 
and wealthieſt perſons in the kingdom, to comply 


voluntarily with: the preſent neeceflity of the times, 


and depend upon his royal word; that the lenders. 


ſhould have their principal reimburſed in the ſpace 


of two years, together with the intereſt. His ma- 


jeſty then brought forward the fifteen: ſous upon ſale, 


the eſtabliſhment of the third man in the finances, 
and an enquiry into the conduct of | fraudulent con- 
tractors. The affair was decreed; and a decree 


dran up upon that plan. We had, in a very littie 


time, three —— thouſand” crowns voluntarily 
lent: the creation of the third man brought in 


twelve hundred thoufand, and the ſame ſum was 


drawn from the coflectoro of taxes, to whom the 
treaſurers of France were joined, but were ſuffered 


* however to tax themſelves. 


Fux council of the finances, e to re- 
Joice in the calamity of the people, were ſoon com- 
forted under theſe new ſubſidies, provided they 
might pafs through their hands. They repreſented 


to the king, after having greatly commended his 
memorial, that the ſucceſs of it epended upon his. 


employing perſons of great experience, ready dif- 
patch, and poſſeſſed of a full power to execute it. 
The king W 8 8 that the perforrhe was reſolved-to 
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ET ſhould be iijveſted with his authority; and; © 
E to the other 2 1 
upon me (1 was preſent at this diſcourſe} as the 
moſt induſtrious and moſt prudent amongſt them, al- 13 

though the youngeſt. He enpteſſed hunſelf in yet 
ſtronger terms to Schomberg (whom his majeſty ,_ 
viſited juſt before his ure, on account of am 
indiſpoſition * that confined him to his bed) and to 
the counſellors he found in the ſick count's chamber 
He told them, that as I only ſhould bear the blames. 
if he was not ſupplied with. every thing he had occa- 

ſion for, while he employed himſelf wholly: in ſight- 
ing againſt his enemies, ſo he was reſolved that 
every thing ſhould be regulated in the. council a- 
greeable to my directions. And: accordingly, be- 
fore he went away, he inveſted me with-his whole 
authority. This mortified-Schomberg to ſuch a- de- 
g tee, that he choſe rather to go and ſerve at the ſiege 
than ſee me at the head at the finances. Sancy 
like wiſe left the couneil, to hold his rank in the ar- 
my as cotenel of the SwWiſfſe. N 
Tux gentlemen of the council gave me ſtill more 
reaſon to ſuſpect them, of which I had a proof in 
the affair of the third men. After having recorded 
the edict by which they were created, I endeavoured: *' 1 
ito raiſe as much money as was poſſible from theſe _} 
offices. And to deprive the gentlemen of the coun». 
eil of all means of ſerving, at a low rate, any re- 
lation or friend, as was uſual with them, I applied 
myſelf with as much affiduity te, the pen, as an, 
clerk or treaſurer des parties caſuelles; and not'f W 


|  ® Gaſpard; Schomberg, eoupt. de. Nanteuil. This diforder * 
difficulty of breathing, that proceeded from the membrane that covers - 
the heart becoming offeous on the left fide, as alſe ſome others of the 
neighbouring parts ; and this was found agen opening his body af- 
ter his death,, which happened two years afterwards. He was em- 
ployed in the making the edict of Nantes, as, ſhall be obſerved; here- 
after; and he did mahy other ſervices to the ſtate. M. de Thou 
highly commends his character and abilities, both as a warrior anda 
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fied with uſing this precaution, I gave a note under 


my hand to each purchaſer, who was obliged to carry 
it to the treaſurer, from whom, after laying down 


were to be produced to me. 
- ALL artifice 1 the contractors 
had recourſe to a met which, doubtleſs, had 
ſeldom failed before; = attempted to corrupt me 

ours, a very conſiderable 


contractor, after conſerring with the council, whom 
1 i be had gained over to his intereſt, came to my houſe, 


and entreated one of my ſecretaries to procure him 
an interview with my wife, to whom he offered a 


jewel worth ſix thouſand crowns as a preſent for me, 
and another worth two thoufand for her, that I 


| © might not oppoſe a determination of the council, 


who had æſſigned to him the nomination of all the 
third men in the diſtricts of 'T'ours and Orleans, for 


the ſum of ſeventy«two thouſand crowns. He was 
introduced to me by madam de Roſny, whom, by a a 


ſevere reprimand in the contractor's preſence,” I made 


 f#enfible of the fault ſhe had committed. Nor did 1 


ſpare him, in order to prevent ſuch attempts for the 
future. He left me greatly ſurpriſed, and probably 
as mach offended at my behaviour. I had juſt been 


refuſing, from another contractor, ſixty thouſand 
. crowns, for one half of that of which he had be- 


fore offered me ſeventy- two thouſand for the whole; 
and that very evening, that half brought me four- 
ſcore thouſand crowns, becauſe I divided it into 
mall parcels. | 55 


Tris employment detained me at home all that > 
day and the following; for I thought it of more 


conſequence than to attend the chancellor's ſum- 
mons, who had ſent a ſerjeant of the council twice 


to me, to deſire I would come thither, and finiſh an 


affair which would procure the king, he ſaid, ſeventy- 
five thoufand! crowns of ready money. T went as 


ſoon as 1 was diſengaged, without thinking any 


f = 


1e re 


my entering the council- chamber, made me ſome 
flight reproaches for my i 


: 1 anſwered him 


bluntly, that I had been more uſeful to the king, in 


my cloſet. 4+ We have been no leſs ſo: here, re- 
turned the chancellor, who fought to enhance the 


value of the ſervice he had done the king, in pro- 


curing him this FER ee by the neceſſity his 
majeſty was in for it, having by. two 
fively, demanded ſome of the council. When J 


_ diſcovered that this was the money which had juſt | 
before been offered me by the contractor of Tours, 
only added three thouſand crowns more 
to the ſum, I repreſented to theſe gentlemen, in 


he having 


very ftrong terms, that fince they could not be ig- 
norant that Robert had firſt applied to me, they 
ought not to have concluded, without my knows 
ledge, an affair which had appeared to me unjuſt, 
© FINDING that they were endeavouring to impoſe 

upon me, partly by complaint, and y by an air 
of authority, I told them plainly, that if IL had been 
of a humour to be gained by bribes, the bargain 
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would not have returned to them; but that ſince 


the king relied on my fidelity, I would not fail to 


give him every proof of it in my power. The 


chancellor, Freſne, and la Grange: le- roi, ſenſibly 
affected with the reproach conveyed in theſe words, 
had the aſſurance to mention immediately, that a 
bargain by which the king loſt more than half of 
what was due to him, was, notwithſtanding, more 
advantageous for him, ſince he was paid with ready 
money, than mine, by which I commonly allowed 
the purchaſers the term of ſix months for the pay- 
ment of the ſecond moiety. They did not ſtop there, 
but reproached me with ſetting myſelf up for a re- 


former of the finances; and declared, with an air 


of contempt, that they were able to ſupport their 


bargain againſt mine. Upon this, growing violent, 
the council determined that their aſſignment to Ro- 


dert de Tours ſhould take place. Ip 
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when Fayet, the ſecretary, brought me this arret to 


ſign, I refuſed to do ſo, till I had received the king's., 
anſwer to a letter, in which, as I told Fayet, L had 
ſuppreſſed no part of the truth, nor concealed the 
perſons: this letter gave Fayet ſome apprehenſions, 
2s I deſigned it ſhould; he intreated me to ſhew it 

kim; and pretending to be overcome by his impor+ _ 


unity, I yielded. It turned entirely upon the un- 
derhand practices which Robert had made uſe of to 
gain the gentlemen of the council; all which I had 


had the good fortune to diſcover. . I likewiſe gave 


the king to underſtand, that this contractor had 


procu the favour of the council, by making to 
madam de Sourdis *, miſtreſs to the chancellor, the 
ſame offers which I had rejected; to which he had 


added other preſents to madam de Deuilly, a relation 
of the chancellor's, and Freſne's miſtreſs. Fayet 

repeating the contents of my letter to the perſons 
moſt concerned in it, they ſent him back immedi- 


ately, to intreat I would not ſend it: the arret was 
ſuppreſſed, and Robert's bargain rejecttQ. 


F * Ifabel Babou de la Bourdaiſiere, the witeal Francis d'Eſcoubleau 


marquis de Sourdis.; ſhe had an elder ſiſter, called Frances, who was 


married to Antony d'Eftrees, and mother to the fair Gabrielle ; and 
\ Kkewiſe a younger ſiſter, who married Claude de Bauvilliers, tHe 
count de Saint-Aignan, This whole family was ſtrangely cried down 

and ſatirized in the Amours du Grand Alcandro, and other ſarcaſtical 
libels of that time, even as far back as the grandmother of theſe 
"three ladies, who was called Mary Gaudin. All the daughters of this 
Hhne- were remarkably;beautifyl., Leo. XK, was fo charmed with the 

beauty of Mary Gaudin, at Boulogne, where he had ſeen her, when 

he bad a conference with Francis I. that he prefented her with a dia- 
mond, called by domeſtic tradition Gaudin's Diamond, It is Amelot 


de la Houſaye who ſpeaks ſo; and he has collected feveral ſuch-like 
anecdotes of this whole family, to which I refer the curious reader, 


in the article Babou ge la Bourdaiſſere, 


__  &. & 


| 
"1 
I pip not think proper to ſay one word more con- 
cerning this unjuſtifiable method of proceeding, nor 
upon the regulation that was made in conſequenca 
of it, which was, that thenceforward the council 
would have no regard to particular notes. But 
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IN this manner I divided my labours, betweers the 


care of receiving the money of the ſtate, and laying y 


it out advantageouſly for the neceſſities of the amy, 
which wanted neither proviſions nor artillery during 
the whole time that the ſiege, of Amiens continued. 
I took. a journey regularly every month to the camp, 
carrying with me each time fifteen hundred thouſand 
crowns ;- which procured me the friendſhip of all 
the principal officers, who were not accuſtomed to 
ſuch exact payments: I extended my cares and. ſoli · 
citude even to the private ſoldiers, by eſtabliſhing an 
hofpital in the camp, ſo covenient and ſo well at- 
tended, that 9 rſons of — A went thichs 
to be cured of their biſeaſes or wou 5720 
Tux king's ſolicitude for the ſafety of my perſon, 
which; indeed, he almoſt carried to exceſs, more 
than compenſated for all my trouble. Saint-Luc, 
to whom the count de la Guiche: had reſigned the 
poſt of great maſter of the ordnance, took me with 
him to 2 his lodgments, knowing my fondneſs for 
that part of the military art: this engaged me very 
far in the trenches and other places in which there 
was ſome danger. The kin wy informed of it, 
gave me a ſevere reprim abſolutely forbidding 
me to appear at any hazardous poſt ; and faid pub- 
licly on this occaſion, that I had enemies even in the 
camp, ho ſo eagerly defired my death, they would 
voluntarily expoſe e themſelves to any danget, pro- 
vided I ſhared it with them. It was hardly poffible 
for one who had been a ſoldier, not to feel his former 
ardour for war revive, near a prince who was equal to 


* 


every military duty, and performed all with ãn ap- 


plication ſo unwearied, and courage fo invin- 


cible,. as might have animated man * ray. nd 
ble to glory. We f 5 


* D*Aubigne relates, that it was hath faid.at that time, ka 
Henry IV. had brought Paris with him before Amiens, to ſhew the 
abundance that 'reigned in his camp. And he likewiſe brought his 


miſtreſs to Pecquigny, at which the marechal de Biron and other * ' 
neral officers murmured very moch. 
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r e the fame 


effect In the very midſt of his camp, a 


cabal — proteſtants was formed, bende 


ab meſſieurs de la Tremouille, de Bouillon, and Du- 
, which gave him great uneafineſs. Going 


reſpects to him, before I returned again 
pay my 


found him in deep affliftion : he had juſt 
received certain intelligence, that theſe three gentle- 


men, in concert with the two Saint-Germains, de 


Clan, and de Beaupre, d'Aubigné *, la Cafe, la 
Valliere, la Saufaie, la Bertichere, Preaux, Baffig- 
nac, Regnac, Beſſais, Conſtant, and other proteſ- 
tants, to the number of twenty, had held an af- 


ſembly of- the 'whole body © ' proteſtant bigots, | 


wherein they had made a propofal, which they ſup- 


ported with all the power and influence they had, to 
the opportunity the ſiege of 
ed them, Which could not be car- 


* This eee & Aubigne, who Wasen cath Aube 
3n theſe memoirs: his name is Theedore-Agrippa J'Aubigne: his 


birth, his ſervices, and his courage, gained him great reputation a- 


mong the calviniſt party rty: he retired in 1620 to Geneva, where he 
died in 1631, aged fourſcore, lezwing behind him only one ſon, ealled 


Conſtans Aud , whoſe daughter was Frances d'Aubigne, the late 


marchioneſs. de aintenon. Addias de Chaumont, ſeigneur de Ia 
Bertichere, brother to John de Chaumont, the marquis de Guitry; 


Riis poſterity is ſtill extant to this day. Hector de Preaux, c. 


F It is certain, that it was by this conjunfture of the fiege of 
' Amiens,. and the ſeveral ſteps which the calviniſts of France took to 
make their advantage of it, that they obtained the famous edict of 
"Nantes, which was granted them the year following. The duke de 
Bouillon does not deny this. All the reaſons by which he juſtifies 
this conduct, may be ſeen in Marſolier, liv, v. but the beſt of all is 
'the proteſt which he and Du-Pleffis Mornai make, that wh: tever 
might apparently be the view of the calvinifts in theſe aſſemblies at 
Saumur, Loudon, and Vendome, that were called together immedi- 
Rely after one another, and conducted with a great deal of warmth, 
"neither they nor the other heads of the party ever had an intention of 
_ deliberating therein upon taking up arms, but only amicably to en- 
deavour to obtain equitable conditions. We could wiſh, ſolely for 
the entire juſtification of the duke de Bouillon, that there had not 
deen reaſon to upbraid him for refufing to follow the king in his ex- 
* pedition to Amiens; and that the ſurprize of this town by the Spa- 
| miards Had not been followed, on the p ry of the calviniſts, by a 
maſſation of the proteſtant 2 1 of — ame to Chatelleraut, 


where 


1. OT M eee a. 
ried on without their aſſiſtance, to force an edit 
from the king — 6 their ſatisfaction; or, if he 
refuſed, to do themſelves juſtice, by taking up arma 


| 2gainſt him. Happily for the king, this propoſal 


was objected to by many perſons in the aſſembly, as 
well as in ſome by rm great towns, which they had 


endeavoured to draw over to their party. His ma- 


i was a little comforted this circumſtance, 
| but he had reaſon to apprehend, that the moſt vio- 


lent party er aa it at laſt, He commanded 


me to write to ſome of the principal amongſt them, 
to prevail upon them, if poſſible, to reſume more 
reaſonable ſentiments; and particularly the duke de 
la Tremouille, whom he knew to be the chief pro- 
moter of the conſpiracy. - K SORTS 
- Hrrue&To I had preſerved ſome of inti- 
macy with la Tremouille, infomuch that he thought 
himſelf obliged to require my preſence in theſe- af+ 
ſemblies, but concealed the occaſion of them; and 
in his letter to me made uſe of fuch ambiguous terms, 
as it was not difficult to judge, that | was conſidered 
by theſe gentlemen as a man unfaithful to his o. party; 
and that la Tremouille was not far from engaging in 
an open rebellion. This did not hinder me, how- 
ever, from taking advantage of the remaining cor- 
reſpondence there was between us, to endeavour to 
bring him back to his duty. I wrote to him in 


where the proceedings were ſo violent, that the king was obliged to 
| ſend thither M. de Schomberg, de Thou, de Vic, de Calignon, and 

de Montglat, who were charged with full powers to offer ſuch conditi- 
ons as ſufficiently ſhew, that Henry IV. thought he had every thing 
to fear from them. The reafon why. the Calviniſts have filled Europe 
with their complaints about the revocation of the edit of Nantes, 1s 
becauſe the intervention of a ſpace of time of upwards of fourſcore 
years, has made them loſg fight of the means they uſed at firſt to en- 
tort it. As to the above remark, conſult the Memoirs of the duke 
de Bouillon; his Hiſt. by Marſolier ; the Hit. of the edi of Nantes; 
the life of Du-Pleffis Mornai ; the Verbal procefs of the aſſemblies 


of Vendome and-Chitelleraut, &c, but eſpecially d'Aubigne, tom. 


III. liv. iv. ch. 171. where he relates, at very full length, all the 
ſchemes and cabals of the calviniſt party, and the new turn which 
they eadeavoured to give their affairs, : 1 
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answer, that although it were true, the king, in re- 
ſpect to him, was ſuch: as: he imagined, there was 
neither honour nor greatneſs in extorting from him a 
declaration which Was the effe&t only of neceſſity; but 
that, in reality, this prince had the ſame ſentiments 
as formerly for the proteſtants; that he was not, the 
cauſe of that injuſtice they ſuffered from the eatho- 


lics, ſince he had equal reaſon to complain of them _ 
himſelf; that beſides he ſhould obſerye, that the 


conſequence of this edit, obtained fo unſeaſonably, 
_ would not be ſo advantageous for them as they ima- 
gined, ſince. the catholics, always more powerful 
than they, were able to prevent it for- the preſent ; 
and for the future, the king, juſtly offended at theit 
violent proceedings, wouls ü ſoſe all inclination to 
grant them one day, voluntarily, what in ſo unfa- 
vourable a conjuncture they wanted to anticipate by 
force; and all the effect which an unſucceſsful at- 
tempt would produce, would be to create a diſtruſt of 
them in the catholic party, and put them upon their 
guard againſt them. I reminded Tremouille of the 
examples of thoſe illuſtrious proteſtants, who, on all 
occaſions, both by their words and conduct, ſhewed,. 
that a proteſtant who acts conformable to his faith 
has. the good of the ſtate, and the true intereſt. - 
of his king always in view. Tremouille was ſo 
little 3 with my letter, that he ſhewed it to 
every one, and made a public jeſt of it: but theſe 
deſigns, not being ſupported by a ſufficient number 
of partiſans, fell to the ground. V 
Tux poſt of great maſter of the ordnance became 
vacant, at my fourth viſit to the camp. Saint-Luc *, 
looking between. two gabions, where, in appearance, 
there was ſcarcely room enough for a cannon-ball to 
enter, was unfortunately ſhot: dead by one. The 
king was converſing alone with me. when Villeroi 
and Montigny came to tell him the news, which 
» Francis d'Epinai de Saint-Luc: he is called the brave Saint-Luc. 


See his eulogy in Brantome's ies des hommes illuf, in the article Saint- 


Fu, tom. 1. they . 


* 


* I 
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they would not impart in the preſence of any other 
perlon, becauſe of the particular deſigns each had on 
this poſt. I came up to the king again when they had 
left him, and his majeſty informed me of Saint-Luc's 
death, and likewiſe that Villeroi and Montigny 
had firſt aſked him for this paſt ; the firſt for his ſon 


d' Alincourt, or his nephew Chateauneuf-VAubes' © 


pine *, and Montigny for himſelf. Saint-Lue had 
genius, readineſs of invention, was capable of great 
induſtry, and poſſeſſed of much perſonal courage; 
che only fault he could be charged with, was his re- 
ſigning himſelf up too much to a . 
which furniſhing him with ſcheme after ſcheme, he 
conſumed in theory great part of that time which 
ſhould have been employed in practice. The king. 
however, thought none of the candidates capable f 
filling his place; d' Alincourt wanted fortitude, and, 
ſaid the king, has no colour on his nails: Chateau - 
neuf 4 concealed his want of real genius, under an 
appearance of affectation and grimaces. Montigny 
was, in truth, valiant, and of warm affections; 4 pe, 
_ theſe qualities were not ſufficient to entitle him to ſo 
conſiderable a poſt, as he was without expedient; or- 
der, areoonomy; . oe 
Hrs majeſty, by talking to me in this manner, ap- 
peared to me to have no other reaſon for haſitating 
whether he ſhould beſtow this poſt upon me, but be- 
cauſe he thought the duties of it incompatible with 
thoſe of ſuperintendant of the finances. It was not 
difficult for me to undeceive him; and that inſtant 


he promiſed I ſhould have it: but deferred this proof | 


of his friendſhip for me, till thefiege was at an end, 
my preſence being, in his opinion, neceſlary at Paris; 
during which time he would leave the place vacant. 
Tdid not ſee the king all the following day, and un- 


* Charles de  Anbepine, marquis de Chateauneuf. Francis de la 
Grange, ſeigneur de Montigny. Ly 255 

a Ky He was. made keeper of the ſcals in 1630, and reſigned them in 
1 33. 37 | wo 
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 fortuniately for me he ſaw the marchioneſs of Mon- 
ceaux in that interval, who omitted nothing to pre- 
vail upon him to change his reſolution in favour of 


the intreaties of this lady, and even her tears, but 
he was not proof to her threats of throwing herſelf 
into a convent, if he refuſed her this favour, The 
fear of loſing her rekindling all the ardours of his 
paſſion, ſhe obtained the poſt for her father. The 
next day the king, with ſome confuſion for the 
weakneſs he had n, informed me of what had 
\ paſſed ; however, in one circumſtance he took care 
of my intereſts, by conditioning with monſieur 
d'Eſtrèes, who was uttetly incapable of exerciſin 
this employment himſelf, that he ſhobld exchange it 
for the firſt poſt under the crown, which ſhould be- 
come vacant, and abſolutely reſign it (if a more 
conſiderable war ſhould happen to break out) in fa- 
vour of him whom his majeſty ſhould appoint : 
and he again engaged his word to me, that I ſhould 
be the perſon. N a 
I was ſatisfied with this aſſurance, and returned 
to Paris, where a few days afterwards I received 
news from the camp of the death of my youngeſt 
brother, governor of Mante 4, whom I had left in 


\ © good health. Of four brothers his death reduced us 


to two. The king rejected all the applications that 
were made to him by ſeveral perſons for the 33 g 
ment of Mante, to beſtow.it without any fol 


icita- 


5 Antony d'Eftrees. © He (Saint-Luc) dying, M. d'Eftrees ſuc- 
*« ceeded in his place, as well deſerving it, by being thoroughly in- 
4 ſtructed in the duties belonging to the poſt by his brave father; 
Thus right and truth, though they wait long, at length meet with 
their reward: for he was injured by not getting this place on his 
t father's death. At the laſt, truth and right got the better with re- 
* ard to him,” Brant, Pies de hommes illuflres, tom. I, p. 227. in 
the article M. d Eren. : N . 
I Solomon de Bethune, baron de Roſny, and governor of Mante. 
This is the third of the four brothers, of whom we have ſpoke in the 
beginning of theſe Memoirs: he was only fix and thirty years of age 
when be died, © . = 8 
ons tion 


f 


| the elder d Eſirtes 5, her father. The king reſiſted | 
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ion upon me. I received this gift by the ſanme 
letter Which his majeſty wrote to me on occaſion f 
my brother's death, together with the writings ne- 
ceſſary to inveſt me with all the rights of my brother 
who died without children. I — Baltazar my ſe- 74 
cretary of Amiens, to procure my patent for the go- 
vernment, which as ſoon as I had received, I went 
to Mante to be acknowledged as governor, deſign- 
ge ſtay there but four das. 
Tus gentlemen of the council, ſuppoſing ab- 
ſence would be much longer, and probably follow-  - - 
ed by a reſignation of my employment in the _ 
finances, were full of joy; and one of the firſt ad- 
vantages they drew from it, was to take proper mea- 
ſures for appropriating to themſelves part of thoſe 
ſums deſtined for the 


7 ſege of Amiens. They all ſigned _ 
I a letter to his majeſty, written in the name of be 
<q council, in which they repreſented to him. that, 
55 having been ſupplied with every thing that was ne- 4 
| ceſſary for the ſiege during five months, his majeſty © * © 


could not be ſurprized to hear that his funds we 


| quite exhauſted, having nothing remaining hut ſome 
| bad arrears and aſſignments of payment. Henry, 
1 who knew not that I was at Mante, and who, by an 
a effect of his ordinary vivaeity, had not examined 
"3s the ſignatures of this letter, was ſo much the more 
t furprized at it, as I had poſitively aſſured him 
0 that I was able to furniſh” him with the uſual 
0 ſums for four months longer, which was all the 
time the fiege was expected to laſt. He exclaim- _ 
— ed in very ſevere terms againſt the gentlemen of the 
5 council, in the preſende of the chief officers bf his 
h army; nor for this once was I ſpared any more than 
"bY the reſt: but after a moment's reflection, caſting 
4 his eyes upon the names ſubſcribed to this letter, 
| among which he did not fee mine, and learning from 
e. the courier that I was at Mante, he condemned him- 
1 ſelf immediately for his too precipitate anger; and 
af that the reparation. he made me mizht be . 
D 1 8 | d de 
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he read my anſwer to the letter he wrote to me on 
this occaſion, in the preſence of the ſame perſons. 
His intereſt indeed? 


? ** * . 
: LIE ö 
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required thathe ſhould remove 


their apprehenſions. K 3 lo extremely Jahorious 
| had ſometimes diſcouraged both them and their ſol- 


diers to ſuch a degree, than an abſolute! deſertion 
would have been the conſequence of his treaſure be- 


ing exhauſted, ſince, upon the leaſt delay of the re- 


mittances, the king could not hinder many from leav- 
ing him. All went on well to the end; if the be- 
ſteged defended themſelves with vigour, and made ſal- 
Ties upon fallies, they were attacked with the ſame 
Tpirit, and were always defeated, oO ON 
Tux ſap was carried as far as the ramparts, and 


the beſiegers had juſt taken poſſeſſion of two caſe- 


mates, which they rendered uſeleſs to the beſieged, 
when the cardinal-archduke, with the count of 
Mansfield, who ſerved under him in quality of licu- 


| tenant-general, thought it time to make an effort to 
prevent the reduction of the place: they marched to- 


Wurds it with an army conſiſting of between twelve 


And thitteen thouſand foot, and two or three thou- # 
ſand horſe, and paſſed the river of Authie, with an 


intention to offer the king's forces battle, or at 
leaſt to throw a conſiderable ſupply into Amiens. 
All that endeavoured to enter were driven back . 
1 Perefixe relates this fact very differently. The archduke, ſays 
e he, came and day before the quarter called Longpre,: on the 1.5th of 


September, at two in the afternoon, when no- body expected him. 


% He might have eafily thrown three thoutand men into Amiens; 


© ſo great was the conſternation which was ſpread in the camp. Henry, 


« doubting of the ſucceſs of that day, ſpoke out aloud, O Lord (at 
« the ſame time jeaning upon the pommel of his ſaddle, with his hat 
«© in his hand, and his eyes lifted towards heaven) if ' tis to-day that 
i thou intendeſt to puniſh” me, as my fins "deſerve, I. offer up my 
+ © life a facrifice to thy juſtice, ſpare not the guilty; but, O Lord, 
for thy great mercy's ſake, pity this poor kingdom, and chaſtiſe not 
<< the flock for the errors and faults of the ſhepherd, When he ſaw 


nothing appearing, he. withdrew diſſatisfied, faid: he gellantiy, 


with the courteſy of the Spaniards, who would net advance one 
* fingle ſtep to receive him, and who, with a bad grace, refuſed the 
% honour which he offered them.“ Pertfixe, part z. Moſt part of 


; | 
. „ 
8 E . 
: - 


ä 9 N PR, 4 2 
— 
— 
* 


384% O ＋π N M aw 

The king went himſelf te rebonnditre #he-enemy's 

army: be had a full view of it; and netwithſtand - 
ing the ſuperiority of their numbers, ag e 


confuſed and di ſorderly multitude, without diſcipline 
or condubt, reſolved to attack them; but at the frit 
motion he made, the archduke tetreated with pre- 
cipitation ii: probably it, would mot have heęn im- 
poſſible tol have forced the paniards to a battle; and 


to have beat them without, diſcontinuing the fieges 


at leaſt Henry was always of this opinion. INeyers 
theleſs he yielded to the advice of the greateſt num · 
ber, who: were for allowing the archduke to retreat: 
After this they applied thamſelves oloſelyitothe ſiege: 
The-ravelin;havibg been carried away, and the hedy 
of the place beginning te be ſapped, Amiens ſur⸗ 
rendered the latter end of September this year, which 
had been almoſt wholly employed in this ſiege. 
Wurx I look upon the great number of letters 
which I received 4rom-the king during the expegi+ 


1 


tion of Amiens, I cannot help being furpfizec that 


the bikeflans ag#6e, thatthe Spam erds let Nip oneief the Rneſt bppor- 
unities they euer had, of, beating the king's/armyz and this prince 
Fx hi mY afterwards, that ſome bf his chick officers to 1 4 
was now loſt, Matthieu, tom. 2, liv. Ii. p. 234. 0 13 

oe | The ins an bf che cardinal all-ouke; thut he came on like 
a captain, but went off like a prieſt. La Cure very eat neſtly deſired 
of the king, that he e pleaſed to let him go and liſcover the 
poſture of the enemy's army, putting his majeſty in mind, that the 
Spaniards had entered France fourttimes, and that he had everytime 
attacked: them, and was (the. firſt who. had beaten them. Hom 
made anſwers M. La Cure don't be in a hurry ; land at the fame 
time he gave him leave. La Cure was mych ſpoke of upoß this oct 
afterwards... ſaid, upon this occaſion, that when three or Tour hundred 


men retreat in this manner before a whole army, it is only the- fault 
of that army, if they are not cut off. He was an undaunted man for 


one day he flung himſelf into the tnidſt bf the enemy, when by his 
hand being numbed with, holding his pifiol, be eould not uſe is ſword 
There were even women-drefſed like men, who foug! t in the Fren 

army: four {mans them were very remabſable; Who difttifiguifies 
themſelves ens, poor the ere ee pn” ht 

. went, er t | ame of. | | | ON, neſe art C 

* eng from ow . 970 57 the Ling by SS. Ses alfo hie 192 
tom. vi. des Memoirs de la Ligve, ia which- are. given very high 
commendartions of the ſpyit,. alertgeſs, and valour of Henry IV. 
: 3, * 6 * 0 


-. 


is valoer, and the nuble retreat hie made before this! army 


.. 


and one expects © 
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a piince; who had the operations of u great ſiege 
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upon his hands, and the care of à whole camp, 


| ſhould yet be ſo attentive to all affairs within his 


kingdom, and with equal facility and equal diligence 
acquit himſelf of ſuch oppoſite employments. I 
ſhall ſpare the reader the trouble of peruſing all theſe 
letters, as likewiſe thoſe which his majeſfy did me 
the honor to write to me afterwards, I reckoned 
Above three thouſand, without taking in thoſe that 
T have neglected to 23 or have -been loſt 
through the careleſsneſs of my ſeeretaries. It would. 


of the ſame nature, all of which. were ſo dry and 
unentertaining, that they afford new m 
f * e ee act 


Lean r e i 
of this prince. > ne bid 0 
Wir regard to his finances, | for example, 


gratification that ought £0 be repaid to certain pa- 
faffered molt, He calculated ex- 
actly the number of the offices that were fold, and the 
mobey griſing from thence. He never forgot an 
perion ta hom the ſtate was indebted, or who had 
done it any ſetvice, either in the diſtant pro- 
vinges or the, neighbouring kingdoms, - afligning 
A hundred ert ens ebuld not be expended; Tays Percfize, tothe 
Knew vhether they were well or ill laid out. 


„with 
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with the utmoſt diſcernment a particular fund for all. 
His great care was, that the fund appointed for the 


' ſoppore of the war ſhould not be broken in upon hy 


any other payment, as appears when he mentions a 
recompence to be given to the fear de Viſenne;rwhor 
had brought back the eity of Tour to its obedience, 


or the repayment of four thouſand crowns that he OY 


had borrowed of madam de Beaufort. 
Tur number of his letters relating to his military: 5 
affairs are prodigious. He calculated ſo juſtly the 
ſums neceſſary for the making of trenches and other 
works, together with the ſoldiers pay, that there was 
no danger of a miſtake in following him. The or- 
der he obſerved in the march of his troops was not 
regulated with leſs prudence, than that Ef the con- 
voys of money which came to his camp, that te n. 
might not be retarded, nor the other intereepted. 
All this made up but one part of his cares; The- 
letter wherein he ſpeaks of the repairs of Mntreuil, 
Boulogne, and Abbeville; ; thoſe in whieh he expa»' 
tiates upon the method of maintaining regularity in 
the-provinces, obedience in the cities; Jubordination 
in the different bodies, on occaſion of the chamber: 
of accounts which had failed in the reſpedt they oed 
him; that in which he ſays, I would not mix the 


* expences of maſquerades with theſe deſlined ſor 


the uſe of my artny;” for Mortier, who had 
0 


vided dreſſes for 4 t had cauſed the im 


laid out on that occaſion to be inſerted ina nieriorial . 


of military expences; that alſo which contained his 
reply to the offer which the city of Paris made him 
by her mayor and aldermen, to ſapport, at their 
own expence, twelve hundred men, in c6nfideras. 


tion of which ſervice, he diſchar rhis city 4 "i 
paying the aids a ſecond time, and many ether of“ 


this kind ; all theſe new, that the fame band that 
was able to draw up a plan of attack, was<qually . 

capable of r e Su affairs of the cabinet. 
Tur r thing he neglected * BR: 6 
Mz main- 


ce P PI 8 
£ b "_ 


was not aſſiamed to confeſs 
his domeſtic enemies only; it was their part to bluſh. 
that he was.deftitute of apparel, arms, and horſes :. 


.ewarly Zome others. 


"x. * 3 3"; * e i . 4 
* N * & 1 
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maintenance; to make him think of it, Montglat, 
the firſt ſteward of his houſhold, was forced to in- 


form him, as he tells us in ſome of his letters, that 


he could ſearce make the pot boil any longer. He 
a thing which affected 


however, he afterwards found means to ſettle a 


fund for his on ſubſiſtence, which could not be 
cConfounded with any other; it was the mark of 
gold ariſing from the offices which were ſold, that 
he deſtined for this uſe. Such were the ſubjects of 
many of the letters he wrote me this year, from 


which the reader may judge of thoſe of the follow-, 
ing years, the ori Fal. of which I keep with the ut- 
moſt care, but ſhall only tranſcribe the moſt impor- 
tant amongſt them. It is remarkable, that although 
there are a great number of them, and almoft all 


very long, there are fe however, that are not writ- 
ten withihis'own kand, and particularly thoſe which 
are directly addreſſed either to the council or me 8. 


I was preſent at the council which was held af- 


ter the ſurrender of Amiens, upon the operations of 


che reſt of the campaign. Theſe propoſitions. were 


made: to follow the enemy's army, ſeize ſome 
cities of Artois by ſurprize, and beſiege Dourlens 4 
inform: upon which each one that was preſent 


his opinion; mine was, that it could not be 


- Expedted-ther cardinal infant, who had ſo-obſtinately - 


4 


4 Wette 4 in ke preface th e reaſo ns that PTB) Lt 2 0 | 


bY, letters. They may be ſeen at the head of 
the, new collection of Henry le Grand's: the originals of ſome of 


them ate at this day to be ſeen in the fine muſcum of the duke de 


Sully, with marginal” notes | written by 'Maximilian de Bethune's 
donn hand But the moſt valuable pieces in this cabinet, beſides a 
FTC original letters f Henry the 111 and giher 


apers of ſtate, letters, ſerious or gay pieces, 


 Eptemporary princes, a 
200 bench frage td, $ it by Henry ſe Grand's own hand, and by 
bis chief minifters or fonly ſigned or marked in the margin by them. 


We have already ſpoken of thoſe that concern the accommodation, 


x 7 the admiral de Villars, and other governors and towns, eſpecially 
in | 


Normindy t we fall Faye occa on in the'ſequel to mention parti- 
TAdty ol Picardy, 


— 


* 


130% OF 8 HEN. mas 
refuſed to 6ght, ce he-had no (hber; waged - 
couring Amiens, ſhould fufter himſelf to be een 
to come to an engagement now, When he was ſen- 

ſible. be ſhauld have all, the king's forces to encoun- 
ter, and had had ſufficient time tq; take meaſures. fo 
avoid it; nor was it more probable, that the enter- 
priſes upon the cities of Artois ſhould ſucceed, in the 
neighbourhood of ſo numerous an army: yet that 
either of theſe deſigns appeared to me more judici- 
ous than the project of laying a ſiege to Douflens, 
ſince that in fifteen days we might know: whatwas 
to be expected from the former, and incu no hae 
by failing in them; whereas, by follow ing the lat- 
ter, we would infallibly have the, regret to find that 
we had conſumed a great deal of time, money, and 
troops, to no purpoſe. It was reſolved, that the 
two firſt meaſures ſhould be ſuddenly attempted, 
without renouncing the ſiege of Dourlens,. The 
Spaniards. kept upon their guard, and the French 


| gained no other ad /antage by this attempt, than the 
4 honour of having endeavoured to, finiſh the war by h 
| fingle action, which. contributed as much as all the 


reſt, to make the king of Spain deſirous of peace, 

| I was quite the; reverſe, with, the-intgapriſe tf 
. Dourlens, upon which they were obſtinately bent. 
by The king ſent me at Paris, whither, I hach now rer. 
5 turned, his laſt reſolutions on, that head. I did na 
. ſcruple to repreſent to him, in terms ſtill; ſtronger, 
4 the reaſons that had hindered ma from approving, 
that propoſal; that bis, army, having ſuffered con- 

: ſiderably at the ſiege of Amiens, Was not in a condi- 


£ tion to undertake a ſecond equally: Iaborious, in the 
e month of October, a ſeaſon when, the ground about 
8 


„  Pourlens, which, is, naturally fat and, viſgous, was - 


; » , 

s, of an army eagerto. ſeize an occaſion of, being re- 
4 venged. The king did not take my freedom au, 
n though he was not convinced by; my feaſons. He 
ly wrote to me in anſwer, that the expedition of Dour- 

* o , 


i | 
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Book IX. 


ens was abſolutely neceſfary for the preſervation 
of Amiens and Abbeville: that by — 5 — 


in a ſtate of ſecurity, he ſhould facilitate the ſale of 


the new / offices; and that he would take fach mea- 
'fures, that the ſiege ſhould not continue ſo long as 


Fapprehended, -* Wa 
© AccornDINGLY Dourlens was inveſted the ninth 
of October, and on the thirteenth; the rains had fo 


much ſpoiled the ground and the roads, that the 
works could not be brought forward. Villeroi in- 


formed me in a letter, that they already repented of 


"their attempt: in effect, the king ſet out almoſt im- 


by uns, an ſrom his quarters at Beauval, and 
came to Belbat, where he gave orders ſor raiſing the 
ſiege, at which the ſoldiers had ſuffered ſo much du- 


ring the ſhort'time it had laſted, that they were up- 


on the point of diſbanding. The king cauſed them 
all to be paid, placed them in winter-quarters upon 
the frontier, left his light horſe there, retrenc 


part of the garriſon, which the ſurprizing of Amiens 


had obliged him to throw into the neighbouring 
places, and ſet forward for Paris, to ſpend the win- 


ter there, taking his rout through Rouen and 


Monceawx, where he ſtaid eight days. „ 
*Fronrt this place he ſent me orders to over- rule 

the diffculties which the chancellor de Chiverny 
raiſed in parliament, to erect his country of Armag- 


nac and Loctoure into a' preſidial; and to aſſign the 


Ly 
* 


money arifing from it to the payment of coſts 


granted in parliament to the fieur de Fontrailles, 
count of Armagnac, in a fuit which he had carried 
in that court againſt his majeſty. As the princeſs 
might have ſome claims upon this money, by virtue 


of the ceſſion her brother deſigned to make her of all 


his eſtates in this province, the king deſired me to 
keep the matter ſecret, and uſe the ſame precautions 
with Fontrailles and the chancellor, the laſt of 
whom obſerved this command very ill; but his indiſ- 


eretion had no bad coniequence, the princeſs leaving 


the 


1577 f 0 F 8 v * —_” 


ce court of France 2 ſhort time aſter. In the ſame 


letter, the king ordered me to pay Demeurat his ſo- 
haitor at Riom, as likewiſe la Corbiniere, vrho was 
_ employed to furnith s for the troops that 
were left in Picard. It vas in thiſe intervals from 
bufmeſs, that he extended his attention to the moſt 
incunſidenable objects. He made me give the ſieur 
de Piles, an old faithful ſervant, a reward of three 
thouſand crowns, and another of eight thouſand 
livres to Gobelin, to whom, at the ſame time, he 
repaid. ſixteen thouſand: ;livres; adyanced by him for 
the tt of his houſhold; -F here was no name, 
even to that of the poor woman who gathered the 
taxes at Giſors, Which was APC e rs v | 
where in his letters G vj Fi 
Fux poverty of the people ; eee indeed | 
exceſſive, having produced many blanłs in the re- 
ceipts ſor the taxes, the king ſuſpected that the gen- 
tlemen of the council vo were very. zealous in re © 
preſenting and exaggerating theſe:deficiencies, would: 
fand means; hen they ad. obtained a diſcharge 
for the pdople; to put large ſums in their o 
: er Oe ax the diſcharge that had been 
granted; he ordered me firſt to get information, 
whether the peple were as much behind hand in the 
years 1594 and 139g, as. thoſe gentlemen had 
made him delleve ;: Which would eaſily be done, 


glven in by the general and particular receivers, and 
y viſiting the courts of the ſame provinces, whitber C 
was already gone; and ſecondly, to examine 2 2 


this deficienc of the taxes did-not-proceed from 


neſs inthe rs, anddiſobedience in the peop 78501 
** . bis majeſty began to buſy hinaſ 
at. with! another matter matter. of importance, 


27 1 . 4 29 

- . defrriving'in kis litters — wrt 
wars had cauſed in the kingdom, affures us,” amongſt other 
that the highways were ſo oyer-run with briars'and thorns, that their” 
N EI —— 


M4 


examining the accounts of receipts and expentes - 
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ME MO FR $ © Bohn 
that of anbing up articles, on which he deſired to 
come to an agteement with the $2 This 
work he ed for ſome time upon the chancellor 
and Villerbi I was likewiſe; ordered to engage in 
ie but he would have had to complain a 
long time ofathe> little attention which thoſt men 

paid to his deſign, if he had mot coe hiemſelf to 

aris to put it in execution f.. 

Fon theſe. to laſt: affairs con tlie finan- 
eiets. and the proteſtants more leiſure was neceſſary 
than the king, upon his arrivab at Paris, was able ta 
attond them: He, was obliged to turn his choughts 
upon making new preparations for paſkng the fullo 
ing ſpring into Brittany, where the rebels, finding 
e out of the view of their ſovereign, con 
tinued, with impunity, in diſorder and diſobedieuce. 
Phe duke of Mercoeur, who was at their heads 
durſt not, however, | openly farour their reuolt; on 


* the; TOY; the 1 the king werd 


# 


: — —— — . — — — — — 
1 * 


tilled-wit ſubmiſſion ; and during 
the ſpace of n had beenchis hole ſtudi 
to amuſe him ith frigned propoſak Which he Ene - 
how to evade fulfilling. The king, on his ſide, had 
conſtantly diſſembled with :the duke, = hitherto. 
contented. himſelſ with favourably.receivingythe of- 
haers: er 8 Who, weary; of Mercoeuriy | 
themfelyes:direaly-todhismajebyre. 
A at 7 — the kidg thinking it time to go and 
mee eee eue ſub ERR a4 owhdoers ta 


381 4, 
Er | fold 0 a lt of 4 . ez came to 
4. complincr Him * the expedition to Amiens, 


ew ing them 
tlie marechal de Biron, „Here, gentle men, is the maredhal ds 


iron, whom. I freely. pre ſent both to ee eee 


b duke de Mürl Mente Naht aſked . 
nnr df being · dulce di Brittany, he made anſwet; | 

know not whether it be a dream, but it has laſted theſe ten years 
15 pare The ducheſs da Merceur's grand mother was Char- 
lotie che www of the houſe. af Penthievre, whoſc pretended rights 


ta the duchy of nee „ rr eren _ Ww 
the ane | Lak oe 
FEY! 4 | 5 t 18 


( " 
. # 


— 
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prey Cad 0 7 487 U bale thr 289 


this deſign, which was carried the utmolt 
ſecrecy, 2 d.us d daring the be ls pk M 


It would have a wered no O Baue u 
dertaken it Wo body; of any W e 993 


conſiſting of twelve cannons, at le 


da to draw out theſe tr Tops "T9 
nd foot, and twelye hundre orſe, W uch. bis ma- 


jeſty thought 7 for. the defence of "ihe frontier 


and.two thouſand cavalty, and 2. 1 of artillery, 


OT Ye Net 


of Picardy, and which he had committed tothe, 7 
of the conſtable, aſſiſted ger 58 Fes me es 


ds. N | 


Bellièvre, Villeroi, and 

be found, for the ſup rt 2% "tha le Eng the taxes 
could not kl Ne increaſed, gtherwil 1 
leſſening, the coſts of the Tolle ection, "which is. with 
reſpect to the King 2- real Re I Tikewite, ap- 


plied myſelf to collect the debts that Fele in arrear, 


and to recover ſuch.as were neglected ; to which T 
joined. ſome., ne impoſt 22 
oppreſliye,.. . | 
HE king „ withght els” ſup plies, wou ha” 
been obliged to hays liſtened to nia For a a Peace, 
and. She not then have concluded, Wo. Upon 
terms ver advantageous to Spain, f LIES ent 
the ei; heh, 


50 1 


of Florence in qua lity of legate to propoſe it to 
the king 99 5 the ame, time e js 55 
triarch 1550 Conſtantinop Jle, went by his holineſs Or = 


ders to Spain for the 45 purpoſe. The: 1 4s 


| had been unfortunate in ile be inning 77 
more irritated than diſcourag T 
Amity. ony anſwered the are e 

o efer hearing what he had to propo a. pe 
he, aa ee place. The king 7 Sha U, Oh 
the other nd, "hough it was with regrer th th: If be⸗ | 


held the. wal renewed, yet founded gfead bi hop IS 14 upoir 


2 J's 9 
1 A jexander de Medicis. 


1 Father er de Calatagironne, neral of 15. wes 4 
W 2 er 248 200] n al 9p 


. | 
w + G 5 . N 
1 


inte 10K... 


thou- 


Wan 4 


W. in unten and not 


ave \ 


deſired it with great ab "4 1 Ong 
before 1 the campaign of n had ſent the cardinal f 


105 g 1 N 
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A MEMOIRS 
| his ſucceſs in Flanders, and particularly upon hav- 
ing ſurprized the city of Amiens, the 0 Les of - 


bouring country from Seine | 
Int expeditions. of the campaign being more fa- 
vourable to the French, drew both ſides nearer an 


Cald- 


1 
* 1 

: & 
—_ 


0 


eee 


accommodation. Philip knew Henry to be a prince 
with whom it was as difficult to keep as to gain ad- 
vantages, and having beſides. a foreboding in his 
'own mind, that the iſhi 

be mortal, the fear of leaving at his death the prince 


France, induced him to liſten to the advice of 
tagironne, who when he was aſſured of the king's 


inclinations, returned to Rome to-acquaint the pope 


with them, and was by his holineſs again deputed to 
France, to give the cardinal of Florence an account. 


of his ſucceſs, and act in concert with him. 


'ACcoRDINGLY their eminences renewed their 


former ſolicitations with Henry, and often repreſent- 


ed tohim, that the peace, in ſome. meaſure, depended 


_ _ wholly upon him. The king, who-was-undeceived 


in his turn, and no longer influenced by thoſe great 


and flattering hopes, which, through a reliance upon. 


the promiſes of his courtiers, he had entertained, ſaw 


the return of the two negotiators with pleaſure : 
though he appeared indifferent to their propoſals, at 
length he told them, that he would not be againſt a 


peace, provided Spain would give up all ſhe poſſeſ- 
fed in his dominions. The legates hinted, that this 
might poſſibly be obtained. And the king replicd, 
that upon this plan he permitted them to treat and 
conclude a peace with the three miniſters he had left 
in Picardy, to whom he referred them; in the 


mean while, that he might not loſe the advantage of 


thoſe preparations he had made for war, nor waſte 
time fo precious in mere negotiations, he ſet out for 
ei ewes hrs 4. 
Tur king took his rout through Angers, ” 
1441 ; * 


* 


© . „ 
Book IX. 


eſs he was ſeized with would 


"os 


_ 37 4% 


ae 0 0 1 L%. | mn 
beginning ef March; ordering his army 
hort journeys: he permitted his 
e te uttend him, but not till it had _ 
7 diſpoſiioris for ſüpplying his 
UA Brittany, andthe" troops and commihoners 
for the peace in Pieardy, Wel all things that were 
— Ab I now had the abſolute direction of the 
council; and met wit no oppoſition whateverz L quick- 
3 put matters in ſuch a nts I thought I might Join | 


eking without any 7 — T ex 
to — found him ee fad need in Brittany, 
and was 


wor) Mays yore Nan l 0 Wlan as I drew near 
. — Ein ad not left chat city! The 
duke of Merecur mult have been infallibly ruined, 
but for the ſervice he received from meſdames e de 
Mereceur and de + Martigues upon this occaſion: 
they began with obtaining, by the intereſt of the 
marehioneſs de once, a paſſport to meet the 

at Angers f; Where; as' ſoon © arrived, 
the 


nel g ed over the king's miſtreſs to welt 

The dacheſs of Mercteut & offered her on 
daughter to be diſpoſed of in matiiage to homſe 
ever the king thought proper; hinting to wwe mat. 
chioneſs, chat ſhe would not be againſt marrying 
this opulent heireſs to her ſon Cæfar l. The ar 
chionèſs of Monceaux was ſo agreeably flutteted 
this alliance, that from that moment, nnn tl 
lg, of Nee intereſts a8 en ſhe ſolisldedd 

THY 307K 


— de — Schaſtian de | 
9 Penthievre and viſcount de Martigues, — to Pale 
u de in, duke de Mercur. | 

Es A and Be de SI daughter GO John, ſeigneur te Pexuttb, . 


Angers, 


1 


02 ne 


her ll lieh bat were e 
trance; ern 50 de &, «tk 8 12 
tied at, AT 9 5 


15 42 1 Lorrgin. 

ol ware ena A . PO Of a 64 
4 Aa as if BE had been a lawfully begotten ſon of France: 
85 V but four years of age, and. ſhe but fix,” Petef, 2d part, 
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35 MEM 1 O Rö 
for kim with ine utmoſt ardour and aſſiduit ; the 


„have had 


* % 75 a g 
>. I . 


two ladies like iſe employed EY art: to e 
ge remarkable for his complacency. to the. ſex. 


in 
1 He ſuffered, himaſglt 40 be-difarmediby-zhe 222 
thought 


ſions, promiſes, and tearg, and. no 
o. Chaſtiſing thediſke of 
In moment I alighte 


ercaur; 7; goss Sy 20% 
at Angers I,went. to pay 


my reſpects to the king. This prince, Who by the 


firſt word I uttered, and turn only: of my coun 
tenance, comprehended all I had in my mind, em- 


braced me cloſely. in his arms, and prefling. me to 


his boſom, % My friend, E fad heft me, yu are 
4: welcome 3 I am ti Slade ee youhere, or 
great need gf you. And b, fre,” 
1 replied. mba of thoſe mean compliances that - 
are dictated by flattery) “ am great grieved. to find 
4% you ſtill 2 45 It is long, id the king, in- 
terrupting me, that ws, have learned to under-- 
wo ſtand nch other by half, a. word „IL gueſs already 
++ what; you; would: fay to me,; but if you knew 
hat v $ L have 
<<, alread Y,;drought <A 


fairs, you "WO! alter your. 


= e 1 xeplied,. that thoſe advantages, what- 


eyer they were, which he meant, he might have ob- 
tained, and many far more conſiderable, if, inſtead 
.of ſtopping at Angers, he had, preſented hi Pelf be- 
fore Nantes, - zat the head 'of;;his argmy- he * 
engeavoufed to, ee himſelf upon. the rant of in- 
ſtruments proper for the hege af the city, anſwer- 
ed, that he would have had no occaſion 2 them, be- 


cauſe Nantes would have rendered them unneceſfary 


by. a ſurrender, and perhaps have delipered a the = 


duke af. Merecœur into his hands, . The firſt of thele 


140? oy Gd 


1 the Maenbnd ogtet, that Henry XV. War if eonlitidn to. 

ou de the duke de Mercer ſmart fes his GifobeHſefca? he would. 

never ſuffer that this duke ſhould = him 1900 perſon m he Ware to N 

Vervingz and prateſted that he would rather end a cbmibee War, 
"than conſent bet bne of 3 Wes + RON ke e eee 


15980 like a forgign Prince, 
: 12 40 ite e 


* 
* . 
* | * 
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bee 
prchenſme my — would haue any had con 
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Anis latter-proyince, chieh h 
quility, a long time, was ſepſihle 
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things it was highly probable would have happened; 
and.the king acknowledged he. believed ſo. After 
eee J added, At is true, L. do not 1 
bravery of my prince in this but 
. Ne e ig. was that 
ven. Wich this, prince, Las not ap- 


ſe⸗ 
quences. ieconſled e me cough ith foe 45. 
little confuſion, ging! as an excuſe his compa -H: 
fon. fon thoſe who were in a ſtate of humiliation, — ; 
the ſcar of difobliging his miſtreſs. enn, 
An this che-conucuſation: turned wholly. — 9 
news zu hig majeſt y had guſt, xeceived letters from the 
. expreſſing her defies of ſending an 
— rear him, tol indute him, as we imagined 
Porn ave probability, to continue. the Wwar. By 
other letters, from Bellie ure and Sillery, he was in- 
forwed, thatithe legates had offered, in the name of 
Spain, toi reſtore:all che eities except Camhray, that 
had been taken during the wan, The kings:.carrye + 
ung troqps into Brittany, without being under a ne- 
celſity of leaving Pi V defanceleſs, had given. great | 
ſurpriſe! to Spain, ee e tothe court of 
London, ever ſolicitaus to humble the pride c chat 
crown. 1 adviſed Henry not to refuſe a peace * 
ſake of à ſingle city] — to be magnet with having | 
driven ils enamy out of Picardy and Brittany. 
parited, for tran- 
much it 1 | 
to his majeſty,. whoſe, /preſence. at the, hgad.,« — : 
army was the on thing that could precure — 4 
that happineſs. * paxty of Mereceus Derag 00 


| * par qx. The Spaniatds. were not in a condi- 


tion to hold. out long [againſt their; united forces... 
Blavet * and Douarnenes, Wh eee <a 
ed in the/greaelt, numbers, could. not fail, Ns 


tes om plot Rp onfif nt 1% 
* Blavet is now called Part-Louie;and I in the EIERD vs. 


eee 


2 Lr r 140 


. 254 


en 8 0 — 


— to the common lot, and a feu. days were 
e to clear the province entirely of its foreign 
nee (nag ho afterwards aſſembled her wat in 

to prove her gratitude to the kingz by 
Him © conſiderable ſubſidy His maj . — 
ed me to continue my 1 — and while 
waited there for his arrival; to pay the troops, and 

quarter them in caſeftis in the nrighbourieod f 

ennes and Vitrẽ, with ſtrict orders to- keep up an ; 

— there : after which was! ro-igo to 

Rennes, to repreſent his m perſon in the 
fates, to haſten their 2 conter ning the 

Toms that were iſed, and. uſe Amy authority 5 

to facilitate the levying it. The king having an in- 

clination to ſtay ſome days longer at A laid 

Hold of the pretence, that fomering was tl Wants. 

in to the treaty with the duke of | 
| HAD no reaſon to be 6ffended with the Juchels 

'6f Merceeur- for” having endeavoured to procure the. 

moſt fayourable wigs could yet I ſo fur re- 

ſented het the king the dupe of her arts, that 
if his'majeſty ha nor obliged me to niake her a viſie, . 

1 ee have leſt Angers without ſeeing her; al- 

J was related to this lady. by the me ſide 22 
J had the honour to be allied to the 

— chat is, by the houſe of Luxembourg“ 

HE King: remonſtrated to me; that i — 
ſideration of being related to her, together with the 

las of politeneſs; were not ſufficient to induce me 
| — 4 wp y her this reſpect, yet the ducheſs of Merecur· 

deſerved it on account'of that regard the had for me, 

"which the knowledge of my intentions could not al- 
ter. In effect, I was Yorvived b her and madam de 

Martigues with the higheſt . diſtinction and reſpect. 
Madam de Mereceur, er ſome gentle reprosches 
for having endeavoured to hurt her Ttitereſty and that 
of her daughter, my: little kinſwoman, told me, that 


' + Jane de Bethune, AMET io Robert, the fGxth anceſtor to VI. de 
. was married to John de 8 5 — 
mere 
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there was 7 - he ſo ardently deſired, as to be 
able to put the affairs of the duke her huſband into 
my hands, — I might conclude this treaty with the 
king in whatſoever manner I thought fit. I anſwer- 
ed the ducheſs, that while my reſpect and adherence 
* her were not inconſiſtent with the ſervice of the 
— — which * wine _— me againſt: any other 


* more et ** 
ro — her than 2 


,1 wENT to Chiteau-Gonthier that evening, W | 
rocked * Vitre the next day, where I ſaw but too. 


_ plainly of what importance it was to be extremely | 
_ cautious” and one mas hr in quartering —_ 
that nothing might be neglected. 5 | 


hi and de düy, marechals de camp, were of 
Jang to me — Tranquility was. 
perfectly eſtabliſhed in all this part of ch the country, 
that the countrymen who at firſt had retreated to the 
"woods; and fortiſed themſelves there, here every 
moment were ready to come to blows, no re- 
turned to their houſes ; and the city of Rennes 
thought that ſome acknowledgment was due to me: 
for this reaſon, when the ſtates” were aſſembled; a. 
fine apartment was prepared for me during my abode- 
in that city, at the houſe: of — 'de ut 
Rivierè: ſhe was a woman. of wit and 
who being always looking out for pleaſures for 5 
ſelf, was the fitter for the commiſſion with ora 
the was charged, ef engaging me in all the 
entertainments which are commonly found in cities 
like Rennes, opulent and polite... If the life of a 
miniſter was to be at all times like that which I led 
in this city, and which laſted almoſt fix+ weeks, it 
would have in reality all thoſe charms which ate 
falſly attributed to it. I had no other employment 
than being preſent at the aſfembly of the ſtates; who, 
with all poſſible gratitude, agreed to the ſerviee the 
king required of them, and eme _ bens 
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ſetved, Was las z | 
to me ſnould be his, and inſtead of ſix; gave me ten 


a6, 1 


2 MI MOTR S  BooiX. 
1 any oppoſition, eight hundred thouſahd crowns ; of 
hich one hundred was to be paid the firſt month, 
as much the ſecond, and afterwards two hundred 
each month, till the whole was paid. To (furniſh 


this ſum, a tax was: created of four crowns upon a 
pipe of wine. The aſſembly were deſirous of adding 
a preſent of ſix thouſand 'crowns to me, which I re- 


fuſed, without examining whether this was among the 


number of thoſe occaſions when I might have been 
permitted to have accepted a preſent. The king, to 


|  mwhomthemeritof my diſintereſtedneſs had been higb- 
N exaggeratedʒ and who had himſelf beſtowed more 


Praiſes on my conduct ir che aſſembly, —— de- 
that the expence of 


thouſand crowns. During ſix and twenty years, 


Which I had ſpent in his majeſty's ſervice, I had 
never received ſo; conſiderable a giſt. 


On this oc- 
caſion there was à kind of generous conteſt betwixt 
the king and the province of Brittany; which at laſt 


1 e ten thouſand crowns ſhould be 


added to the eight hundred thouſand the aſſembly had 
offered his majeſty. fan £119 ne rp unn uin 10 
IT uꝝx treaty with the duke of Merccur being com- 


Kenncee king ſent it to the chamber of accounts at 


cennes:t0 be regiſtered. As ſome private articles in 
were not expreſſed, the court thought it 


8 — a right to refuſe regiſtering it, without certain 


reſtrictions with r to theſe articles. Henry 

vrho knew better than any other prince in the wor dd 
hew far the power of theſe ſovereign courts extend- 
ed, and always appeared careful not to make the 
leaſt eneroachment upon it, reſented this refuſal with 
becoming ſpirit; and, together with: the diſpatches 


which I received from him regularly every day, he 


ſent me an order in writing for the chamber of ad- 
counts, im whieh\he obſerved, that this court could 


not be ignotant, that in all-treaties or acts relating 
merely to war or the king's perſon, the ſovereign of . 


14 i — 2 » France 4 | 


. * 


1954 os NE N 


France took counſel with no perſon, not demanded 
his letters to be re N but as a formality, Which 


ä e was little eſſentialiʒ he reproved them for 
their raſh conduct, and ordered then, to repair theit 
diſobedience by an abſolute ſub ſubmiſſion to his Will, 
Tux king did not, thew,lefs Hymne on i 
occaſion that likewiſe regarded; the. ſovereign. courts. _ 
Thele, bodies aſſumed the privilege of fur im- 
mediately but half of the ſum Which hen Al 
had taxed them for their ner and endeavours” 


ed to take a more . and more diſtant time 
5 e ,0 N woes the — 
| ficulties, about th neceſſary conttibu- 
1 the ene 4 a of troqps.whic they 
had. Rapid, AO ſelves. Henry eahly. compre- 
hended, that they would not have had recourſe to 
this artificez; but to avoid contributing any thing as 
ſoon as he. had. ;quitted the province: 
ſent ae word, has e bis will hey ſhould. f Fara 
the whole tax; N . rdingly.., \Ther Fa 
PIES on account of . e trodps . 
on as they Wie 1 0 at js We tranquility 
955 . . In this regulation, at 
th G Wee the er tha at 19, APPIOE, of Wa 
= ＋ aa! cr 1 | tes, 
ad nol eg were fa 0 me 1 | 
1 0 * Tt 472 Mak „ advancad,. aker th 
yg the Bike eee 
590 atiend to two. airs of i of i ng names 
the edict {fo the proteſt 5 80 1 — et of 
tk uo 2 


His maje N he hs. rene iP 25 „ Was 
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: aving informed me of his deſign with reſpe&t 
to theſe regiments, F repreſented to him, that the 

badilicy” of a peace being now! chinged't an ab- 
ute certainty, it Was neceſfafy to/difban part of 
£1 the num r of bis parrif6hs; us 
being a burden tod Abr dhe kingdom: 26 fup- 
Port, ani] that e Were now fuft 

KReient for 'Picardy; according pe off che two firſt 
were ſent thither, under the c he marech 
de Brifſac. I eren inffſted ſb ach upon the nece 
My chete was fol Wy bY o new Pimſeff ar 1. oft 
In the capital of y; that 1 * alteren 
His ſcheme, re 25 es and" 
there before his return to P 0 for ar pe 
bis to diſpatch,"as foon as Pafftle, thof tho! "afs 
fairs that detained him at Nantes. "£2, 2 
ee now becbme * AbcpMiry chan vere 4 

ONE e. 8 — 7 people 

ed fuck” pe ue Fo of tong 4 

. bimſelf did not fats ro rage 5 

f ther inveaives. * "The remonftranc 

e had made tothe authors oftle plot before 

were fo far ſtom bringing Wor 12 0 
their duty, that, in appearance, it to 
make them uſe their utmoſt efforts to bring che wh 
proteſtant party in their ſeveral fy 0 5 to the moſt 
violent tefolytions: madam de Ro id 'ndt un 
to cabal with many of ther, in order 
plurality of brag the propofat of A 6 
'and forcing ch g to Ne (0 1 Hike 
they ſhou] ff preteen to him; in oe ch 87 Ale 
Was Gesel with furprizing aMduity A. 
bine, remarkable for is ſaxirieal” ark) 555 5 
ley e e I, Te e Ni te t 
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x in. before, on occaſion of the proteſt 
durin the ſiege of Abniemm. * MF. ne 
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fombilies' wh, the aſſurance to mention, that they 


ought no longer to place any e confidence in a prince˖ . 


who, together with his religion, had abjured ev 
ae his affection, poi, box 97535 
for the proteſtants, that nothing but neceflity ſoreed 
him te apply to them and treat them with regards 
that when ele as over, he would have no longer 
any care about their conſciences, liberties, or lives; - 


that the peace with Spain, which was upon the point 


of being concluded, would plunge the party into 


; the utmoſt diſtreſs, ſince the ſole motive that induced 


46 conſent to it, was to unite himſelf with 


chat crown and the pope, to ſacrifice them to their 


common hatred ; and therefore, that nothing remain- 


ed to be done, but to take advantage of the King's 


Te bor ads during ſo toilſome's fiege , the diſtreſ he 
money, the need be bad of their ank. 
4 er which the duke of Mercer 


till poiſſc ed ip Brieany, to obtain by force' what 


Henry apy wards refuſe to grant them. 
79 e the members of theſe aſſemblies to a2 
rerolt, the proteſtants thought the blackeſt calumnĩes 
were lawfut. ' D*Aubigne was not aſhamed to fe- 
reſent Henry there, is a prince ts whom all re- 
— were indifferent, and who'was only zea- 
Jous for that which would fecure him a e 


This was the notion he wanted to! . his 


nονπ ; 


4 The * of Amiens 
M. de Sully i is very much renders "for lierificing 10 the 
Jove of truth a and conſideration for a party, as he does here, 


and 8 a thouſand other places of his Memoirs, eſpecially as he is fo 


firanghly attached to his religions which he has always new: but in 
every one of theſe paſſages he furniſhes us with very ſtrong 1 72 
againſt himſelf : ind after having laid open, in this manner, the d 7 
al the ſpirit by which the whole body of the reformed in 
France were actuated, there is no perſon but will agree, that the 
ſtate had reaſon to apprehend every thing from them. | 
.* { © There are three things,”* ſaid IV. © which the.world” 
„ 1s very unwilling to bel eve; and yet, for all that, they ate fill - 
© true and moſt certain; namely, that the queen of England died a 
„ maid; that the archduke is a great general ; and that the king of 


A Francs is a very good catholic,” Journal de I Etoile, p. — 


On. 
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"$67 lion. According to him, the fuppoſed injuries 
offered tothe proteſtants left no room to doubt of 
the new ſyſtem of politics that Henry had formed 
- for, himſelf. Thoſe injuries opened d' Aubigne a 
vaſt field for exclamation; the leaſt of them were 
repfeſented as outrages of the moſt violent nature, 
and inſtances of the. deepeſt treachery; and thus, 
Without any regard to the extreme injuſtice he was 
Z gil of, he placed to the king's account all thoſe 
1 which proceeded ſolely. from the catholics 
X hs court of Rome. The duke of Bouillon, leay- 
ing others to .declaim, ſupported d'Aubignẽ, by his 
.uncommon - dexterity in ſowing diviſion between 
the king and all that came near him, whether. catho- 
lies or proteſtants, and created him ſufficient employ- 
ment, that he might not for a long time be at liberty 
to turn bis arms againſt him. The of Mende 
dy Foſſeuſe, and the fitting out of the count 
d Auvergne, were the conſequence of theſe counſels. 
Nons of theſe perſons. neglected to make their 
court to the ambaſſadors from and and Holland, 
as ſoon as they arrived at Nantes; and depended ſo 
much the more upon drawing them into their ſchemes, 
as they were not ignorant, that it was particularly 
recommended to them to prevent a peace with Spain. 
Theſe ambaſſadors were, Lord Cecil 1 ſecretary to 
* n Elizabeth, and Juſtin de. Naſſau, admiral pf 
e Republic: they demanded a private audience of 
the king; or, if that could not be obtained, at leaſt 
to have no one preſent but Lomenie and me. Bur 
1 was then employed at Rennes. A 6k i 
- Ir the two ambaſſadors had given Seis to the pro- 
kante, all they had to do was to intimidate the 
Ling, and force him by ancien to ede, thei 
peed: Making + 0446 raves backeld) eke ue. 
1 This was not the r bim leit, whoſe: deny wad Willi, 
0 but bis ſon Robert? [De'Thoa, liv; cxx. See likewiſe Chronok Sep- 


tennaire for the year 1698, concerning this interview yr yrs cafe) | 
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_ deſigns but either this was not in their power or 
being convinced of the proteſtants injuſtice, they, 
amel dr ie beneath them to be influenced byther 
paſſians; and therefore took no notice to the king 
of hat they had ſuggeſted. They hadi indeed offers 
to make that were much more likely to prevail 
with a prince, whoſe , inclination for war they were 
not ignorant of: the Engliſh ambaſſador. offered in 
the name of the queen his miſtreſs, ſix thouſand ſoot 
and five hundred horſe, to be maintained at her ex- 
pence; and Naſſau four thouſand foot, and a large 
train of artillery completely furniſhed and ſupplied, 
beſides a particular ſupply, which they hinted would 
be very conſiderable, pravided Henry would endeavour 
to retake Calais and Ardres. Upon the ſuppoſition 
that the king appeared inclined to accept theſe offers, 
the two ambaſſadors had orders to conclude a treaty. 
of alliance immediately between France, re 
and the Low - Countries, againſt Spain, and to ſti- 
pulate that neither of theſe three powers ſhould liſten 
to any propoſal, either for a truce or treaty-with, 
the common enemy, but with the conſent of the, 
two. others.. o has itt ene dies! mh: 
_ HayeiLy the king eſcaped this dangerous ſnare; 
and the conſideration of the preſent ſtate of his kings 
dom had more weight with him than all others. - H 
thanked the ambaſſadors with great politeneſs, an 
introduced his anſwer by aſſuring them that, although «WM 
he could not accept the offers of their ſoyereigns, 
et he would nat depart from that friendſhip Which 
ad ſo long ſubſiſted between them; and that the 
peace he was going to conclude with Spain for he 
did not conceal the terms he was upon with Philip) 
ſhould not hinder him from keeping up the ſame 
correſpondence with them as before, nor from ſup- 
plying them with money, when they had occaſion 
for it, with this only precaution, that theſe loans 
were taken under the title of acquittances of debts, 
to gixe no pretence for a quarrel with Spain. i Yay 
f . f * He 


4 * 
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1 all his — eng PING 
His kingdom, he — — ea 


+ and Holland, ſecured by nature from the attacks of 


her enemies, dut open on. — his caſtlesſunfor- 
tified; and deſtitute of ammunition; his marine 
weak, his provinces laid waſte, and ſome of them re- 
duced to mere deſarts. He went on to 8 
particular deſcription of the abuſes that had 

to the government, and introduced a thouſan a. 
orders; all ſubordination being deſtroyed by the li- 
centiouſneſs that had been ace with impunity 
amidſt the confuſion of ci il and eign wars; his 
| power weak, and unſtable, and the rea. aut g 
a well as the moſt ſacred Jaws of the ſtate; equally 

rded. Theſe evils could only be remedied by 

a peace ; and if that remedy was ever ſo little delay- 
ed, France was ever hour approaching to its ruin, the 
diſtemper would ſoon reach the heart, and no hu- 
man help would then be able to remove it. Henry 
did not forget to ſtrengthen theſe motives, by a 
eompariſon of his preſent ſituation, in all theſe reſ- 
pets, with that of England and Holland, who could 
engage in a war, on which their ſafety depended, con- 
fiſtently at the ſame time with their ſa and 
drew this parallel with 


their intereſt; and the kin 
ſo much clearneſs and j ſo exact a 
knowledge of the ſtate of thoſe countries, as to make 
them feel the truth of what he was ſaying fo that the 
two —— having nothing to 2 againſt 
ſuch convincing arguments, le upon each other 
in amazement. The king gave them to underſtand, - 
that, when he had ſettled the affairs of his e 
he ſhould then, with more aſſurance of ſucceſs, re- 
new his former deſigns againſt the empire, and the 
| houſe of Auſtria; but that theſe two enterpriſes 
were not of a nature to be executed at one and the 
ſame time. The ambaſſadors, ' for! 'form's ſake, 
1 they * to diſſuade his majeſty 2 2 | 
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reſblution, but did it) ſo, faintly, being themſelves 
ſtruck with the force of his arguments, that, befors 
the conference was ended, the king brought them 
aver, entirely to his opinion, and, obliged, them 
to confeſs, that the peace he was going to con- 
clude was for the aduantage of all, Europe. They 
left France ſoon after, and filled their reſpectiw 
countries with the opinion they had conceived o 
the great wiſdom and extraordinary abilities of the 
king of France. 711 Cy e255 17 | 3543; 3188-4 EF 4 
Ix effect, what innumerable miſeries would this 
prince have drawn upon his Kingdom, if following 
the wild emotions of hatred and revenge, rather than 
at that inſtant engaged in a war, which, though in 
his power to; begin, was not to end! How dyead- 
ful, the conſequence, if chance, which arbitrarily 
diſpoſes of all the eyents of war, ſhould have fax 
vaured the enemies of France |, But granting that 
his arms were yictotious, how little preferable. to a 
defeat is that ſucteſs, which a prince muſt purchaſe 
at ſo dear a rates: 29 by the alienation of his do» + 
maines, byrthe anticipating and mortgaging his re- 
venues, by the ruin of commerce and agriculture, 
from whence France derives her chief ſupport; and 
laſtly, by the utter devaſtation of his province 
Such evils cannot he balanced by the acquiſition f 
new territories, the poſſeſſion of which keeps the 
conqueror in perpetual atarms, and, remaining as 
ſo many hateful monuments to the enemy of the am- 
bition and injuſlice-of him that gained them, che- 
riſhes and keeps alive thoſe ſeeds of envy, hatred, 
and diſtruſt, that ſooner or later never fail to produce 
the ſame miſeries with which the kingdom was be- 
fore overwhelmed: on this account, I am not afraid 
to ſay, that, in the preſent ſtate of Europe, it is al- 
moſt equally unhappy for its princes to ſucceed or 
miſcarry in their enterprizes; and that the true way 
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bepreſſed, when they ſound t 


apon whom they had fo 
brought over to*the kin 
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| this edict, it was provided that the n 
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ett be pelle, but 10 Jeave chen to de ard ö by 


2 cabal was totally 
hat the ambaſſadors; 
' relied; were entirely 
Sopinion ; and; not doubt- 
now Would be ſdon coneluded, 
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Tae inſolence of the 


ing t that a 


they thought only(of prbctting reuſo able conditi- 


ons. It War happy for- then Nac e c rp e 
would have been eaſy to puniſh them for their un- 
juſtifiable proceedings,” they had a prince to deal 


With (whoſe reafori Was always ſtronger than his re- 
ſentment. Both ſides ere the 
_ | fraw/vp that fambus ägteetent know 
of che edit of Nantes, by which the rights of the 
7 two: religions were afterwards both elcarl | 


4ndiftrious- ts 
thename 


y explained 
and ſolidly eſtabliſhed. Schomberg⸗ A preſident 
de Thou, Jeannin, and Calignon, were employed 

to draw it up, of which all e ſay is, hat, 


who till then had been orlly privileged by twodes 


 reſuricd and vontinued, olg havent Fixed an Uu 
rable eftabliſhnient f. All. that n] rb mal ned to be 
done, as to make this treaty” be regiſtered and con- 
firmed by the parliaments and ſovereign cburts, and 


to begin with thoſe of Paris; which was Uefeffod 
till the: Dey 4 eaten to chat ery, nn,’ effανj,urin. 


$17; 46: Wann te Toi vr 2 

+ The egict of Nantes Saas Mirpr i April. De. T hou 
fays, t at we Þ BY confirmation of It was putfoff till after the 7 
U che ae, whom | they were Joth 1 to ſend awa 444 
The conceſſions this edi contains, more favoura 


N = had been formerly granted chem, are, chat thereby 8 


admitted to places of truſt, both in the eonrts of 1 and in the 
finances : all the reſt is noways efentially different from the ediłt of 
pacification that paſſed in 1577. | Bayle aſeribes the honour of com- 
poſing the edict: of Nantes to the reformed miniſter Chamier. See it 
in Matthieu, tom. II. book. ii. and ſeveral other due There 
were Ukewife ſome ſecret articles, of which the moſt diſadvantageous 
for the calviniſts is that which fordids:thaqn the exerciſes” theii reli: 
wail in a great-many-towns and particular diſtricte, as Aae Soi 
ſons, Pijon, Sens, &c, becauſe Henry IV. had ſo. en ed | e 
particular treaties before, with: the di erent lords . 


— 


"y HavinG paid what he owed to the p proteſtants a, 
according to the exacteſt juſtice, the * thought 
himſelf not obliged to ſhew much regard to thoſe 
who ſtill continued to tir ſedition, ——_ as the duke 


of Bouillon in particular, who had moſt reaſon to 


repronch himſelf, and for once, he reſolved to ſpeae 
to him like a maſter": he had now acquired a right 
to do this, even though we ſuppoſe him not to have _ 
had it in the character of king. He propoſed as ſoon 
as he arrived at Rennes, to execute this deſign, and 
took his rout thither without delay. The duke 
of Bouillon then lodged at the houſe of PAlloue; 


ments, ſignifying that it was his pleaſure to be left 


ted the chamber, and his majeſty deſired that he 
would, without interruption, hear what he had to 
ſay to him. He began with a particular detail of 
all his proceedings, to ſhew that he was not i 5 
rant of any of them: he dwelt chiefly upon 


and were therefore ſo much the more criminal, as it 
ought to have prevented bim from entertaining-a 


generouſly adhered to his intereſt, | The duke at- 
tempted to offer ſomething in vie excuſe, but he 
was ſtopped by the king, wWho told him, that with- 
ou out any juſtification, he would from that day forget 
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viſed wed arr ma an alt of nne which be. 
ba inden 11851 
Le Gain rpentions.s a iss of Hengy W. One day ab 
proteſtants were, Meg ten nate ly teaſing him ih their demands, 
« Apply to my ſiſter, fays he to them, * for 
fallen into the hands of women to conduR them e 


where he was confined to his bed by the gout: the | 
king went to viſit him, and after the firſt compli- 


alone with thi dae, the reſt of the company quit= 


ſteps the duke had taken ſince the edict of Nuts; 5 


thought of revolting againſt a . who had ſo 


1 all that had paſſed; and fince he had pardoned hat- 
ever the moſt inveterate maliee had been able to ſug “ 
geſt to his enemies, he had no inclination to exclude 
from his favour an old ſervant, with whom he had 
been pleaſed for a long time: in còneluſion, he ad 


% 
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32 affairs are now -- 
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* — came him better as he uſed it ſeldom, to male good 
uſe of the council he was now giving him as big 
ne 8 . no more of his paſt behaviour, but 
for the ſake of acting in a; manner quite contrary 
for if he ſhould again fail in his reſpect to his king 
and maſter, he was reſolved to make uſe of that 
convenience which the peace now eſtabliſhed in the 
kingdom gave, ta bring bim to puniſhment: after 
which the king, without waiting for his anſwer, 
went out and left him to his own thoughts. 
Tux inhabitants of Brittany were charmed with 
the affability of their king, and his complaiſance in 
being preſent at all the entertainments with which 
the ladies. contended to divert him. Henry divided 
his time between theſe. aſſemhlies, the ſport of run · 
ning at the ring, balls, and tennis- playing, with- 
out leſſening his aſſiduity about the marchioneſs of 
Monceaux, who was very far advanced in her preg- 
mae, ee e ee ee l een 7 wal 
Is the midſt of theſe 'amuſements, the king at 
certain intervals appeared ſo penſive and reſerved, 
that it was not difficult to gueſs ſome ſecret uneaſi: 
neſs preyed upon his mind; and 1 was the, more 
convinced of it when his majeſty, who often divert» 
ed himſelf with hunting, ordered me twiee to follow 
him apart, that he might have an opportunity of 
converſing with me alone; yet when I did ſo he 
was. ſilent. I then remembered that the ſame thin 
had happened at Saint-Germain, and Angers; = 
1 concluded that he had a deſign in view, which he 
had ſome difficulty to diſcloſe to me, knowing with 
what freedom I ſometimes oppoſed. his opinions; 
bi. but what this deſign was I could not poſſibly gueſs, = 
_ Returning from the abovementioned;yilit.to-the duke fre 
17 of Bouillon, his majeſty; being at the foot of abe If ſio 
ſtair-caſe, ſaw me as I entered the court, and call- I ſuc 
ing me, made me go with him inte fs gore He 
which was extremely large and beautiful, olding 
my hand with his finger between mine as-uſual,:then . © 
Sheen; - +” ordered it 
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ordered the door to be ſhut, and that no perſon 
ſhould be allowed to enter. 2 
Tuts prelude made me expect to hear a ſecret of 
great oonſequence. Henry did not enter upon it 
immediately, but, as if he had not ſufficient reſolu- 
tion to explain himſelf, began to tell me what had 
juſt paſſed between him and the duke of Bouillon. 
This converſation was followed by news relating to 
the negotiations of Vervins, and laid him infenfibly - 
to reflect on the advantages France would receive 
from a peaceable government. One circumſtance, 
the king ſaid gave him uneaſineſs, which was 
that, not having children by the queen his wife, 

it would anſwer no purpoſe to be at ſo much trouble. 
to procure peace and tranquility to his kingdom, 


ſince, after his death, it muſt neceſſarily fall in- 
to its former calamities, by the diſputes that would 
| ariſe between the prince of Conde and the other 
t princes of the blood, concerning the ſucceſſion to 
L the crown. His majeſty confeſſed to me, that this 


Me was his motive for ian with ſuch ardour, to 
be leave ſons behind him. Unleſs his marriage with 
* the princeſs Margaret could be diſſolved, it was not 
W poſſible for him to be abſolutely happy; but the in- 
of formations he received from the archbiſhop of Urbin, 
he meſſieurs de Perron, d'Offat, and de Marquemont, 
his deputies at Rome, of the pope's favourable diſ- 
" po. in reſpect to that affair, gave him great 


he opes of its ſucceſs: in effect, Clement the eighth, 
ith who was as good a politician as any prince in Europe, 
ns; revolving in his mind what means were molt likely 


efs, 0 binder France, and the other chriſtian kingdoms, 
uke I from falling again into a ſtate of anarchy and confu- 


Ade ſion, could find none. ſo effectual as to ſecure the 0 
ſucceſſion of the crown of France, by authoriſing f 
Henry to engage in a ſecond marriage, which might - 5 


produce him male children, ET Es 
Ou converſation being fixed upon this ſubject, 1 
it was eaſy for me to 1 75 that it was from hende 
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28 MEMOTIR'S” Book IX. 
huis majeſty's uneaſineſs proceeded ; but I could not 
ſo ſoon know what particular circumſtance it was 

that diſturbed him. The king began to conſider 

with me what princeſs of Europe he ſhould chuſe for 
his wife, in caſe. his marriage with Margaret of Va- 

lois ſhould be diſſolved; but indeed he ſet out 
with a declaration that ſhewed; any reflectiohs on that 
head would be ſruitleſs. That I, may not repent, 

„ ſaid he, of taking ſo dangerous a ſtep, nor draw up- 

« on myſelf a mis fortune which is with juſtice ſaid 
to exceed all others, that of having a wife diſ- 

& agreeable in perſon and mind, it is neceſſary that 

&« in her whom I marry I ſhould find theſe ſeven 
t things, beauty, prudence, ſoftneſs, wit, fruitful-: 
e neſs, riches, and a royal birth;“ but there was: 

not one in all Fee with whom he appeared en- 

tirely ſatisfied.. I ſhould have no objection to the 

« infanta of Spain,” purſued Henry, * although 

« ſhe. is a little advanced in years, provided that 

&« with; her I could marry the Low- Countries, even 

though I ſhould be obliged to reſtore to you the 

_« earldom, of Bethune: neither would I refuſe the 

e princeſs Arabella“ of England, if, as it is publicly 

&« ſaid, that crown really belongs to her, the were 

< only declared preſumptive heireſs of it ; but there 

4 js no reaſon to expect that either of theſe things 

„ will happen. I have alſo, heard of ſome princeſſes 

« of Germany, whoſe names I have forgot; but 

the women of that country don't ſuit me: Iſhould 

It | ; cc always fancy I had a hogſhead of wine in bed 
with me; beſides, I have been told that France 
El; “ had once a queen of that country, who had Aike 
to have ruined it: all theſe conſiderations have 


ov 


$4 5 
; F 1 *The marchioneſs Aibelle, or Arabella Stuart. She was daughter 
$f; to Charles, earl of Lenox, who was grand/on. do Margaret queen of 
Ft % Scotland, eldeſt ſiſter to Henry VIII. Her couſin- german James VI. 
; 1 King of Scotland, having in 1602 been declared law ful heir to queen 
1 Elizabeth, the following year a conſpiracy was formed in her fayour; 
$45 and the died in 1616, -a priſener in the Tower of London. See the 
145 kiſtorians, | 1 8 
$45 * given 
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« given me a Wis, to the German ladies. The 
60 fickers of prince 


e of a nun; which, together with a certain reaſon. 
« that FH inform you of ſome other time, has 


<« prevented my entertaining any thoughts of them;-. 


„ The duke of Florence has a niece who is ſaid to 


*« be handſome, but ſhe is deſcended from one of the 
« moſt inconſiderable families in Chriſtendom that 


hear the title of prince, it not being above threeſcore 


<« or fourſcore years ſince her anceſtors were only the 
« firſt citizens in Florence: ſheis likewiſe of the ſame 
race with the queen-mother Catherine, who didfo 
% much miſchief in France, and to me in particular. 


„ Turtse,” continued the king, obſerving that I 
liſtened attentively to him, are all the foreign 
<< princeſſes that I have any knowledge of: of thoſe 
ce within my on kingdom my niece of Guiſe 
would pleaſe me beſt *, notwithſtandihg the ma- 


<« licious reports that have been ſpread that ſhe loves 


e poulets in paper better than in a fricaſſee; for my 
<« part I not only believe thoſe reports ts be falſe, 


but ſhould rather chuſe a wife who is a little fond of 
6 gallantry, than one who wanted underſtanding; 
but I am apprehenſiye that the violent affection 
ſhe diſcovers for her family, particularly for her 
< brothers, would create ſome diſorders in the 


“ kingdom.” 


P. 
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AFTER this the king named all the other princef- - 


ſes in France, but to as little purpoſe: heacknowledy/- 


ed that ſome were beautiful, and genteel, ſuch 18 


. 
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* Louiſa, Margaret of ain: the was 3 very deautiful pripeeb. 3 


It was propoſed, at the” time of the fiege of Patis, for her to ma 


Henry IV. in order to unite theſtwe partiss © I de farcaſtie lampoons 
of that time charge her with carrying on ary intrigue with the duke 


de Bellegarde, maſter of the horte: an what Henry ſays here; 
Poulets, is taken from 3 ſong that was 27 it mage neff 
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Iaurice have likewiſe been men- 

tioned to me; but beſides that they are proteſtants, 
„ which would give umbrage to the court of Rome 
and the more zealous catholics, they are daughterz 
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, MEMOIRS Book 1 
the eldeſt of the duke of Maienne's two daughters, 
although of a brown complexion, the two daughters, 
likewiſe of the duke of Aumale, and three of the 
duke of Longueville; but all theſe were either too 

young, or were not in his taſte. He afterwards 
named mademoiſelle Rohan, the princeſs of Conti's 
daughter, of the houſe of Luce; mademoiſelles Lux- 
embourg and Guemene; but the firſt was a pro- 
teſtant, and the ſecond not old enough, and the per- 
ſons of the two others did not pleaſe him: and all 
for ſome reaſon or other were excluded. The king 
cloſed this enumeration by ſaying, that although 
theſe ladies might be all agre able enough to him in 
their perſons, yet he ſaw no way to be aſſured that 
they would bring him heirs, or that he could ſurt 
hirnſelf to their tempers, or be convinced of their 
prudence, three of the ſeven conditions without 
which he had refolved never to marry; fince, if he 
entered into an engagement of that kind, it would 
be with a deſign to give his wife a ſhare in the ma- 
nagement of all his domeſtic affairs; and that, as ac- 
cording to the courſe of nature, he ſhould die before 
her, and leave children very young behind him, ft 
would be neceſſary that ſhe ſhould be able to - 
intend their education, and govern the kingdom 
„ ˙- m ˙ mim Tue, 
WIax at length of endeavouring to no purpoſe 
to find out what the king aimed at by this diſcourſe, 
<< But what is it you mean, fare,” ſaid I, by fo ma- 
« ny affirmatives and negatives; and what I am tb 
conclude by them, but that you are deſirous to 
% marry, and yet cannot find a woman upon the 
earth qualified to be your wife? By the manner 
< in which you mentioned the infanta Clara Eugenia, 
s jt ſhould ſeem that great heireſſes are moſt to 
your taſte; but can you expect that heaven 
e thould raife a Margaret of Flanders, or a Ma 
of Burgundy, from the dead for you, or at! 
reſtore the queen of England to her youth?” I 0 
$1445 192 : 1 
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<< ſprung would bekure the teſpeet and obedience 
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ded e ce that for proof of the other qualities 


«. which he demanded, I faw no better expedient 
ce than to bring all the beauties of France together, 
e from the age of ſeventeen to that of twenty⸗- five, 
„chat 5 talking with them in perſon, he b | 
<< kno the tir of their temper: and — Bo ; 
<« that for the reſt he ſhould 557 himſelf to expe- 
ce fenced matrons, to whom recourſe is had on fueh 
40 occaſions.“ Then beginning to talk more ſe- 


un I declared that, 1 in my opinion, his ma-. 


might contract his 4 tions, by ſtriking 
gh off; a great fortune and royal birth, and content him- 
ce ſelf with a wife O Was likely to hoep his heart, 


and bring him fine children; but that here fe | 


<« [he muſt content himſelf with mere probabi 
there being many beautiful women 1 E N 
* -child-bearing, and many illuſtrious fathers un- 


„ happy in their. offspring t; ; but that Whatever his 
children ſhould prove, the blodd'from which t 


«the French natiem. s- 
* WII,“ interrupted che Mug as ting aids 
'< your advice-eoncerning this aſſembly of bekuties, 


with which I am mightily diverted, and your ſage 


« reflection that great men have often children who 


<« poſſeſs none of their qualities, I hope to haye ſons . 
„ whoſe” actions fhall- exceed mine. Since" you _ 


4 'confeſs that the lady Wha0m IL marry dughit to be k 


an agreeable temper, beautiful in ker perlogz 28 
of fuch a make us to give hopes of her bringing 
© children, reflet a ale whether you 2 8 

<« know a. perſon in whom all theſe qualities — 7 
< united.“ I replied, that I would not take upon 
me to deeide ani upoh's choice wherein is much 
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et T pwtbor, ws this beg, 8 3 Nine 8 
Anaxin » Nebucodonoſor, Cyrus, Alexander,  Trajan, 9 
tine, 93 haclemagne I likewiſe retrench in this converl; 


| 28. wy other ries 6 Toy r Wn that are too ge IF. 
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yet ſufficiently attended. 5 And what would you 
<«< ſay, returned Henry, if. I ſhould name one, 
„ who, I am fully convinced, poſſeſſes theſe three 
qualities. I ſhould ſay, fire,” replied I, with 
great ſmplicity,,.* that you are much better ac 
quainted with her than I am, and that ſhe muſt 
, neceſſarily be a. widow, otherwiſe. you can have 
«no certainty with regard to her fruitfulneſs.“ 
„ This is all that you would defire,” faid/the king, 
«but if you cannot gueſs who ſhe is, I will name 
< her to vou. < 1 > her then, ſaid I, for own 
have not wit enqugh te find out who,ſhe'is.” 
«6 Ah how dull are you, cried the kin of « but 1 
« am perſuaded, you could / gueſs who I mean if 
„ you would, and only effect this ignorance to 
<© oblige me to name her myſelf; confeſs then that 
<- theſe three qualities meet in my miſtreſs: not” 
purſued the king (in oe confuſion at this dif- 
covery of his eat © that I have any intention 
c to marry her, but I want to know what you π ud 
< ſay, if, not being able to meet with any other 
« whom 1 could approve of, I ſhould,one day 135 n 
it into my head to make her my wife“. 
Ir was not difficult for me to diſcover, Aid 


theſe ſlight artifices, that his majeſty had e | 


thou ht of it but too much, and was but too well di 
to this unworthy a. FA which everything 
he had ſaid tended to juſtify aſtoniſhment was 
indeed very great, but I thought it 2 to qon— 
<eal my thoughts with the utmoſt care: L affected to 
believe that he was jeſting, that I. might, haye an 
opportunity of anſwering in ſuch a manner as might 


make the. king aſhamed, of having entertained do S. 


travagant a notiofs. My diſſimulation did not ſucceed; 
she king had not made fo painful an 2 - 
chere. re 1 command ou,” ſaid he to ; 


to m 


4 166 ; Ge you. have. acquired the. Fight Dy tell | 1 


&« ing me ain truths; do not apprehend-thatd 


— 
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<<. ſhall be offended with you for doing ſo, provided - 
« that it is in private; ſuch-a; liberty Indeed in pub- | 
ie would greatly offend mes.” 5 
I REPLIED, that I would. never be 0 independent 
as to ſay any thing in private, any more: than in 
public, that might diſpleaſe Hits except on ſuck 
occaſiotis when his life, or the good of the ſtate was 
in queſtion. I afterwards a to him the diſ- 
grace ſo ſcandalous an alliance would draw upon him, 
in the opinion of the whole world, and the reproaches- - 
he would ſuffer from; his on mind upon that ac+- 
count, when the ardour of his paſſion being abated, 
he ſhould be able to judge impartially oh his owns | 
conduct. I ſhewed 195 that if this was,the only 
means to which he could have recourſe! to free 
France from the calamities a doubtful ſucceſomw 
would occaſion, that he would "expoſe himfelf to alk 
the inconveniencies he was anxjous th avaid, and 
others {till greater: that although he ſhould. legiti- 
mate the children he had by madam de” Lianeourt,, 
yet that could not hinder the eldeſt, who'was borne 
in a double adultery, from being) in this reſpect, in- 
ferior to the ſecond,” whoſe birth was attended with: 
but half that diſgrace ; 5 and both muſt yielt to thoſe 
whom he might have by madam de Liancouft after 
ſhe was his lawful ah & this bye circumſtance 
making it.impoſſible to ſettle their claims, Foul 
fail of Mea an inexhauſtible e Auar 
and war. (e leave you, ſire;“ purſued I, H make 
<< reflections upon all this, before I fay anj Los, 
„That will not be amiſs,” returned 
who was ſtruek with my arguments; „for you wh. 
« ſajd enough of this matter for the firſt time Nut 
ſuch was the tyranny of that blind paſſion, to. Which 
he was f ſubj ected * a in ſpite of: himſelf he reſumed 
the aſe that very moment; by aſking me 72 
from the diſpoſition I f nes the French to be of, 
Falk. the rr 1 W e had any reaſon to. 
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N d they would rife in rebellion, while he was 
Hving, if he ſhould marry his miſtreſs, © © 
Tris queſtion convinced me, that his heart had 
mel ese N wound: I treated him accord- 

ugly, and entered into arguments and ex la- 
tions, with which T ſhall not trouble the NT the 
his own imagination may ſuggeſt to him all that it 
Was neceſſary to ſay upon this ſubject, which has 
been alteady dwelt upon too long. We continued 
three hours alone in the garden, and I had the con- 


folation to leave the king in a full perſuaſion of the 


truth and reaſonableneſs of all I had ſaid to him. 


Tus difficulty lay in breaking thoſe too powerful 


ties; the king had not yet brought himſelf to that 
Point: he had many dreadful * conflicts of mind to 


1 In this inward ſtruggle, the voice of reaſon and decorum had 


not the Arongeſt ſway with Henry IV, and even though M. de Sully 
"does Here and eiſewhere ſay it, the world has always been perſuaded, 


upon very good grounds, that, if the death of his miſtreſs, whom he 


tenderly. loved, had not prevented this prince, he would either 
have married her, or he would not have married again at all. He 
was not always directed on this head by the ſole advice of the duke 
de Sully, at leaſt if we believe a very curious anecdote, which may 
feryed, that Henry IV. being at Saint-Germain-en-Laye (this was 
probably but ſome months at moſt after his return from Brittany, fent 
Hor his three miniſters (M. de Roſny, de Villeroi, and de Sillery) to 
eonſult with them about this ſo important a queſtion, relating to his 


iage; and that the firſt (who to be ſure was M. de Roſny) was 


of the ſanie Opinion as is mentioned in this place of his Memoirs: 
chat the ſecond adviſed him on the contrary not to marry, but leave 
| the fucceſſton to the prince de Condé, who by birth-right was his 
true heir; and that at laſt the third (this was M. de Sillery, the 
moſt artful courtier of the three) in oppoſition to both the former ad- 
wices, told bim, that the beſt thing he could do was to marry his mif- 
treſs, and legitimate the eldeſt of the children he had by her. Hen- 
VIV. (continues the author of this anec who plainly ſhews 
"himſelf to be a perſon to whom one of the three miniſters themſelves 
had communicated what had paſſed between the king and them) J 
kay Henry IV. ſeemed ſurprized at this, and afterwards faid, © I, had 
e promiſed myſelf a great deal from your ability and * by the 
*« advice I wanted of you with regard to my marriage; yet fill I fear, 


that inſtead of having ſatisſied me, you have only increaſed my ir- 


« reſolutidn by:the conttariety of your opinions, which are backed 


= prick ſuch ſtrong reaſons, that I find myſelf not a little embarraſſed 


o the Judgment which I ſhould make as to che beſt of them; as 


« "az 
© to 


oe © 
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en el, ay 
ſuffer ere that could be effected; and all he could 
do for the preſent, was to defer taking his laſt reſo« 
lution till he had obtained the permiſſion he had 
been ſo long ſoliciting from the pope, and till then 


to keep his ſentiments ſecret. Ne promiſed me not 
AN miſtreſs with what L had Tad: faid, leſt it 


ald draw her reſentment upon me. She loaves | 


<< you,” faiditheking to me, and eſteems you ſtill 
<« more; but her mind {till entertains ſome remains 
of diſtruſt, that you will not approve of my deſigns 
in fayour of her and her children : ſhe often tells: 
<< me, that when one hears you perpetually talking 
of my kingdom and my glory, one is apt to thin 
<< that yeu prefer the, one tb my perſon, and 4 
ce other, to my quiet. I anſwered, that 7% 
charge 1 could make no defence; that the kingdom 
* the loretelgn were to be looked upon with the 
ze eyes emember, ſire, added I, that your 
virtue is Fa ſoul that animates this great body, 
nich muſt, by its ſplendor and proſperity; repay 
40 you that glory and — it 2 5 
8 vou, and that nber not to ſeck happineſs by: 
<< any other means. After this e left the garden, 
and it being night ſeparated, leaving the couxtiers to 
rack their imagioations. in'vain to gueſs e 
of long a conference. biyow ent gelt So enn | 
"Nr — Hasi nor E-hadtended. to g cir= 
cum ce neceſſary on; Ju | 
which was . 's conſent to the diſſolution ut 
her marriage: I conceived. it tobe highly wane to 
—— upon this negotiation while we expected the 
{s. of that which was carrying on at Ronte. I 
was willing frſt to ſound the istentions of the: 
princeſs; therefore the ſubſtance of the letter I wrote 
to. her on this was, chat, moſt ardentiy de- 
Fring a recorichtiation berveeen ber and the” king, ubs: 
6 iich France founded ber hopes of having a Kd 


Anno: 2977 0246 ve 4 „ 


to that-therefore I require 3 little tis to ge of ” Ay 1 
Ian s, wy 
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treat ſhe would authoriſe me to uſe my utmoſt en- 


fu beir to the crown, I thought it my duty to inn 


Heayours to effect this reconciliation; but that, if 


the inclinations of both parties were ſuch as to ren- 


der this attempt fruitleſs, or that it ſhould not con- 
duce to the purpoſe 1 mentioned to her (a point I 
was ſenſible the ſterility of this princeſs would make 
her. ſecretly agree to) I ho e would not be of- 
ended if I ſhould A take the liberty to per- 
ſuade her to make a ſtill greater ſacrifice, which the 
ſtate r enge from her. I did not explain myſelf 


any ſarther, hut after what I had mentioned juſt be- 


fore, upon the dee giving legitimate chil- 


Su 


dren to the crown of France, it was not difficult to 


eee e Aacrifer. t % he 2 

Tu queen took time to deliberate” upon à 
2 of ſuch im ce, before ſhe ſent me an 
anſwer; which I did not receive till five months 
after I had written to ber: it was dated from 
Uſon *, where ſhe uſually. refided; and Was ſuch 
an one as Wen We e wilhed for, privdene, 


_ modeſt, and ſubmiffve. Margarete without” ex- 


plaining herſelf any more than -I Rad done, upon 
a: ſeparation that was not yet publicly! talked of 
was contented with ſubſtituting;- inftead of it, an 
aſſurance that ſhe would readily' aſubmie' th! the 
king's will; adding the moſt candid praiſes of” his 
conduct, and thanks, té mer for M Felicifiide ant 
Sener 995 424 3:03 11 ine 0. 2991551510 af. ELUENT 
Tur king flaid at Rennes but ſeven or right Gays, 
reſolving to ſet oui aas ſoon as poffible for Paris, =_ 
he might reach Picardy the beginning of May: be 
took his rout e Vins 4, +> fold whence'T Te 


Tt 113 * Side 30 'T 2101779 13-5 219 1111 
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and afterwards to, , chad; 
treated her Ga 2 ny, | by 
th 5 ket 


evity wege, lde e 


vergne, where, — his death, ſhe w eld anda to live. 
y I have fubſtitytedthis word in the place of that'sf Yilkeol, as. 


the original bears : there never was a place of that name in Brittany; 7 


. in fact, Henry * s road W * 


% 
% 
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ceived orders from him to give a gratuity to the gar 
riſon of Rochefort, and ce cauſe the — 3 
to be razed... From Vitre. his majeſty coaſted along 

the Loire, and came to Fours, by the way of la 

Fleche, which he took pleaſure in ſeeing again, it 

being the place where he had paſſed part of his time 

in his youth. OH nan rin 

I sp AI behind him at Rennes five or ſix days, to 

put the affairs of the finances in order, pay the 
troops, ſettle their departure from Brittany, and their 

march through the midſt of the provinces; after 

which I came to Tours to the king; his majeſty 

having ſent for me upon an affair of great impor= 

tance. I left him to continue bis journey to Paris, 

whither (notwithſtanding all the haſte he was able 

> make) he did not arrive till the latter end of May. 
was ſo weary of the formality of our reception 

into the gteat cities, and particularly of the. long : 

ſpeeches- that we were tormented with in eve 
place, that taking a bye- road by le Maine and 1d 
*erche, I came alone to my eſtate at Roſny; where 
my wife was employed: in attending the building of 
a houſe, and had narrowly eſcaped being eruſhed ta 
pieces under the ruins of the old edifice, which was 

rſt to be demoliſhed; I taid there but à Hort time, 
yet upon, my, arrival at Paris, I found the king was 
gone from thence; he had only paſſed through it, 
and taken che road to Amiens immediately "this 

city he thought convenient far Cörtsſponqing wr 


a 0 


Sb Sn iin 1 . 1 00 tic 880 148 165 
4 Tho king was no lead: E Ktalle relates ſam yetyifmiart re par- 


n ſpeech. with theſe, wards, '**, Agefilaus, king of Lacedempn, 
bre, Kc. The king, igterrupting h 
* | 
4 Thaye heard a good deal ſpoken of this Ageſilaus, but he had 
« firſt 5 fon! part, re yet. Having twice told àno⸗ 
l that g SPL, 4. cut .. LOFT Ates Rar N 
ENT OP, $60 e. he left him, and ſo: went auay, 
telling him x wy muſt ſay the reſt then to maſter William, means 
chat to the court. eren 
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the plenipotentiaries at Vervins, and likewiſe for 


| 1 all the fortreſſes upon the frontiers, to facili- 
tate the evacuation of thoſe that were to- be reſtored 


to him by the treaty, and to provide for their ſecu- 
rity for che future. All this was but the work of 


Peas than the treaty was ſigned rx. 
Tut treaty was very clear and plain: the na- 


Gun of all the towns and fortreſſes that Spain polſeſ2 


ſed in France was almoſt the only conſiderable arti- 
ele in it. No difficulty aroſe concerning the affair 
of the marquiſate of Saluces; the king did not think 
fit to break off the peace on account of this article, 
which was looked upon to be of ſo little importance, 
that if Savoy ſhould: refuſe;to do juſtice in it, the 


king, it was ſaid, might, - with very little trouble, 


ſeize the whote territory, without any obſtruction 
from Spain. Both parties, however, obliged therti- 

Ives to ſtand to the pope's + deciſion of che affair. 

ere the plenipotentihſies committed an error: which 
was the cauſe of e g'his majeſty ſoon aftef in 4 
war that might have been avoided 1 fan take no 
| notice of the reſt of thoſe ſormalitids in uſe amongſt 


} 
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On the- 2d of Ma I , the peace dn Apres, is . 
Pe. 52 n the by M. May 2598 de Bellièvre, knight; lord of Grignon, 
* few IEPA of ſiate to the king, and M. Nicholas Brulart, knt. 
44 lord of Sillery, counſellor of Rate to the kjrig, and preſidenit in his 
&. cqurt of parlament at Paris, In the patne-vf the cardinal of Ru- 


« ſtria, Rani Tull powers the he King of Spain, by, M., x e 
"8 


_ « Richardbt, knight; pron Fri rh: the 4 we Wine 
< ſaid majeſty, and one of his — of ſtate; ohn Baptiſte 


<< Taxis, knight; &c; and M. Louis Verreiken, Te t, Kc.“ See his 


whole treaty in the Menwires & negotiations de la paiæ traits 2 Porvin, 
tom. II. with an account, in form of a journal, 17 all that paſſed Ts 
=—_ the mu _— from che opening of that 1 eg ien Vl 


en What regards e Savoy, who was repre ENT 
Gaſp ard de Geneve, marquis de Lullin, ee of flate 
46 had of the aqth article, and imports, chat the 
< the other differences that are between the ſaid moſt ch 3005 
and the ſaid duke, ſhall de referred to the Judgment of ur dly 7" 
ce ther Clement VIII. to be determined by his "bolineſs within on 
„ ver. . Ane anne the ſtate in which th 
« are at preſent,” cee. e * 1 

dar , ; 7 3, 


eight days, and his majeſty was no f6oner come to 


L 
1 


es.. OF SU AD N 279 
them . and leave it to others to extol thoſe refined 
ſtratagems that in politics are thought the maſter- 
pie uf human wit ne W le n dove hot gra 
Tu king ſigned the treaty at Paris, in the pre- 
ſence of the duke d' Arſcot , and the admiral of Ar- 

ragon; the arch-duke did the ſame at Bruſſels, in the 

name of the king of Spain and his own, before-niare- 
chal Biron, on whom the king, to qualify him for 
this ceremony, had juſt beſtowed the rank of duke 
and peer of France, a dignity that completely turned 
bis head. Meſſieurs de Bellivre and de Sillery were 
likewiſe preſent. The duke of Savoy gave his ſo- 
lemn aſſent to the peace at Chamberry, in the pre- 
ſence of Gadagne Botheon *, governor of Ly 
who was deputed to him from the king for that pur- 
ſe. 3 2 f 
R notwithſtanding a league ſo powerful as 

+ that of the pope, the emperor, the king of Spain, 
the duke of Savoy, and all the eceleſiaſtics of chri- 
ſtianity, did the king of France accompliſh” his de» 


There were found the ſame difficulties as to the ſubſtance, and © 
the ſame obſtacles as to the formalities that are uſually to be met with 
in ſuch ſort of deliberations. -+ They may be ſeen in the Lertres de 
M. de Bellicore & de Sillery, and in the Relation, &c. ibid. Theſe two 
negotiators have been generally commended for the firm and wiſe con ; 

duct which they ſhewed therein. In their letters, and, among others, 
In thoſe dated the 7th of April, and 4th of March, they give a parti- 
cular detail of the motives that induced them to conclude with the 
agents for the duke of Savoy in the manner which M. de Sully com- 
plains of: and all this they did by the particular orders of his majeſty, 
in his letter of April 9, &c.. | | UH WAPe 2 714 te 
I Charles de Crcy, duke d' Arſcot and prince de Chimay; don - 
Franciſco de Mendoſa and Cardona, admiral of Arragon. Henry IV. 
took an oath for the obſerving of the treaty of peace on Sunday the 
21ſt of June, the cardinal de Florence, the pope s legate; officiating 
in the moſt ſolemn manner. The account is alſo to be met with, ib. 
tom. II. p. 266. of the MSS. de la Bibliot. du Roi, vol. 9361, Mens 
de la ligue, tom. VI. Mem. de Nevers, tom. II. Matthieu, tim. 
II. v. ii. Cayet, and others. et 221 us 30 ivy 
. * « He is ftyled, in the oath taken by the duke of Savoy on the 
ad of Auguſt, the illuſtridus lord, Willian de Gadagne, lord of 
„ Both&on, knight of the orders of the moſt high and moſt excellent 
J prince Henry IV. the moſt ehriſtian king of France and Navatre, 
«« countelor in his council of Rate, W 
5 W . ; 


bk 


«4 9 


x a Fa 


number of his troops, bo 
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ſigns t, and crown them with a glorious peace: all 


thoſe that had been employed in effecting it, he re- 
warded with a royal munificence; and to prevent 
this meaſure from alienating Holland front his in- 


tereſts, he ſent Buzenval to Amſterdam, to keep up a 


good intelligence with the States, and to pay the 
penſion his majeſty allowed them. It is not poſſible 


to reflect on the great abilities of this prince, and his 
ſurpriſing diligence in ſhewing himſelf in every part 
- of his kingdom where his preſence was thè leaſt 


e ere giving him thoſe praiſes he ſo 


well de . 
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EACE. drought with: it other labours and 
cther cares. I be Ling began by reducing the 
th French and foreigners : 

the Swiſs, except three companies of an hundred men 
each, commanded by the colonels Galati, Heid, and 
Baltazar, were diſbanded, ' This reduction was not 
ſo complete as I could have wiſhed, and the neceſſity 
of the times feemed to require; but my advice on 
this head was nat approved by his majeſty : however, 
if it had been conſidered. that the royal treaſure was 
almoſt exhauſted, and yet that there was an abſolute 
neceſſity of furniſhing money for many 'occaſions ſo 


urgent, that new ſums were obliged to be borrowed 


* his lieutenant · general in the government of the Lyonnois, Forct, 
« and Beaujolois, ambaſſador, intruſted and deputed, &c. Mem. & 


Negociations, &. tom. II. p. 365. ; £ | | 
1 The letters which this prince wrote to his two miniſters at Ver- 


. 


vins, during all the time that this negeciation laſted, confirm this 


They are inſerted in the Mem. & Negociations, &c. ibid. He ſays, 


4 that with one ſtroke of his pen he had performed more exploits- 
than he could have done during a long war with the beſt ſwords of 


* his kingdom.“ It was alſo ſaid, upon this treaty, that the Spa- 
niards had got the better by arms, mw the French by negotiation... | 


for 
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for that ſe; I am of opini 
have been reproached with a fordid, and miſplaced 
. Aale tetmi sgi zo Net ran, 
Hawes ſums were to be apptied to tlie ſortifying a 
great number of toyyns, and the repairing of man 
buildings, that by the late diſorders of the times were 
threatened with approaching ruin, which it was ne- 
ceſſary to prevent without delay. Upon viſiting the | 
chief rivets of the kingdom, to ſettle the different 
claims (a buſineſs which was truſted to four perſons 
of known probity) at was likewiſe found neceſſary 


to xaiſe ſeveral ene, rann S 


Jedes. tb ui atetanr 6 

Aenne rothef nolitical mulation which jan i ; 
"thought neceſſary to be made, the king ſet bounds to 
that prodigious quantiey of grain, which it was uſual . 
to ſend out of the kingdom, and which often ex- 
poſed France to ſuffer the greateſt inconveniencies 
from a- ſcarcity. of her on produce : by another 
regulation, all that had no right to wear ſwords T 


_ + The moſt: juſt conſequence Which it would ſeem cam be drawn 


| From all the reaſonings we read and hear daily upon this point, nate. _ 


ly of exporting corn out of the kingdom; is that which" the dulce de 
Sully infers here. It would be - unreaſonable to deprive this kingdom 
of one of the moſt happy reſources, and one of the richeſt ſupports of 
its commerce, by forbidding all exportation of this fort of commodity + 
and it would be no an ben e to allo wit without wee or Pro 
lon, 1* 14 ©; MK A395 
; 1 fav find this hops medium, the public and royal 5 S 
not appear to'betanfwerable:and ſufficient expedient; by Texlorr'sf the 
great 'expences and ſtill greater inconveniences that attend them; it 
d ſeem that the objection cannot be made againſt commiſſaries 
it might be eſtabliſhed” to take care that the gragaries of private 
7 might be filled, opened, and hut,” whenever the public ei- 
gencies required it. This part of political economy, whoſe great «va f 
almoſt ſole view ſhould be to know and to keep up the gs on) 
twixt the productions of the earth and their conſumption, by fair 
- balancing the different years and different provinees, i is "uot I've 
E en de a irfappeays,”7 07 py of + 0 | 
Obs gay the regulation of carrying are; ſeveral eren wel of 4 
5 t it would be proper to add ſome diſtinguiſh ing marks in the 
form ofthe cloathe, that might ſerve to "make known!in Public the 


| different ranks of people; 


As to arts and ſciences, r if it be true, as it a 
Pears, that it cannot be doubred, that it is to the care that has 5 


that I could not 


* * 1 W 
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| were forbid Deere ern to 
2 in as 

AmIDsT theſe occipations, polite Htemtere Wes 
not excluded from a ſhare of the king's attention. 


Hie heard Caſaubon mentioned, and upon che repu- 


tation of this learned man, he invited him to come 
and ſettle in Paris with bis family, '\where he fixed 
him by a penſion that 'aT6rded him the means of liv- 
ing as became a man of his character, who is not 
| called, ſaid — to govern the ſtate, G6. 
Tam under of ſuppreſſing a detail of le 
| anportant ineiden je number of Which would be 
infinite, were I v7 recount in theſe Memoirs all that 
this majeſty ſaid or wrote to me from Fontainebleau, 
Mionceaux, and Saint-Germainzen-Laye,” where he 
paſſed the remainder of this yo r, and where, from 
_ to Wee reer hn 4 attendance to con 


* for * m pn paſt to \cnitiace As we 1 
difference that _ day be abſetved among Ruro with re 
Yard to the Toftacly* heir manners, the politeneſs of their 9 
Aheir connexicn with each ether, and the mean Which a more pacific 
ſpixit has found out to diſcuſs and terminate, i a leſe cruel tnannet, 
their reſpactive — * 5 7 by — of . 
tives, independent t e adi particular int re- 
Colts, from it, a great ſtate ought not to loſe ſight of this object. AF- 
ter all the care Which has been already taken in this kingdom, in or- 
ger to form and eſtabliſh a library, muſeums, and collections of all 
kinds, that might be worthy of the powerful monarch that rules it, 
to inſtitute academies where perſons apply themſelves to improve the 
arts and ſciences ; the world expects with impatience. to ſee the: defign 
executed that was formed ſome time ago; namely, co accommodate all 
e different parts a little more to one. another, in ſuch a large tn 
as Paris, by bringing them all within the ſame walls, where one might 
conveniently find all, at once, as books, inſtruments, printing- houſes, 
and, in general, all che neceſſary implements, together with proper ac- 
commodations for lodging the perſons appointed and ſet over to inſpect 
and take care of them; and eſpecially, to ſee eſtabliſhed a tribunal of 
arts and ſciences, conſiſting of proper perſons in, che different acade- 
mies, and paid by his majeſty, to make-exatt trials, and form a pre- 
eiſe judgment concerning ; books, 'diſcoveries, and rodudtiens that 
might be aleful io the public. At-firſt- there wis an intention co 
make the ſquare or place Vendome ſerve for this purpoſe; after this 
the old Louvre was pitched upon: but exigencies of Kate chat are ſtill 
more neceſſary to be attended ws e er N | 
of of Lis project be defened. n 2 : 
4 a er 
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fer with me upon different occaſions. I ſhall exat - 
Iy fulfil my former promiſe, in ſupprefling all that 
ate not in themſelves of ſome conſideration; and _ 7 
mall only - obſerve here, that perhaps no miniſters - 
of ſtate ever found in their prigce more attention, 
or more readineſs of expedience, with reſpect to 1 
that could promote either the advantage or the mere 
convenience of a kingdom, than I found in the prince - 
whom I ſerved, Neither peace, nor domeſtic a 
fairs, made him negle& to obſerve what was doing 
in the neighbouring courts :. the queſtion about the 
true or falſe Don Sebaſtian made then a great 
noiſe in Europe 'as well as in Spain. He ſent la 
Tremouille F into Portugal, to endeavour if poſſible 
to unravel the myſtery, that he might not, but upon 
full conviction, determine upon the juſtice of ini- 
quity of the council of Spain, which had begun 
their meaſures by cauſing the ſuppoſed King of Pottu- 
D 2TH ET OT 
Hlevxx, not having yet explained himfelf condern. 
ing thoſe great ſchemes which he afterwards formed 
againſt the houſe of Auftria, was defrrqus of acting 
- this year as a mediator between Spain and England; 
he therefore propoſed a conference to be held at Bou- - 
Jogne between the two crowns, and ſent Caumar- 


— 


* | 4» NE MT So 
} + This queſtion ſeems at preſent. to be pretty well decided, by the 
| 2 of far the greateſt profen the beſt hiſtorians, 'who make no 
doubt but that king Sebaſtian loſt his life in the battle he fought with 
the Moors at Alcapar, in 1578; and conſequently that this pretended 
Don Sebaſtian was but an impoſture, ſupported both at that time and 
ſince 1584 enemies of Spain, See the proofs of this king's death in 
M. de Thou, book hev. of which we thall ſay more in RP 
France could befides have meddled in this queſtion way. 
Catharine de Medicis pretended to have a rightful title to the crown 
of Portugal, alledging that ſhe was deſcended of Robert, fon to Alphon- 
ſus III. by Maude his firſt wife, who died in 2262, Since Which 
time ſhe maintained, that all the kings of Portugal were no other 
than uſurpers : but as theſe were points very difficult to be decided, it 
2 t the made but little progreſs in making good her preten- 
5 Claude de la Tremouille, duke de Thouars, who died in 16056. 
| T This conſerence or congreſs, into Which were admitted the _ 


| - king's agents at Rome were commiſſio 


* | 4 ö ee 
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din and Jeannin, to aſſiſt at it in his name. It was 
in vain that I oppoſed a meaſure, which ſeemed to 
me to be founded in very bad policy; bappily, how- 
eyer,. this conference produced nothing that had 
been expected from it. The obſtinate Ratfed theſe 
two nations bare to each other, gave rife immediate- 
I to ſo hot a diſpute about precedency, that they ſe- 
25 55 before they had even begun to ſettle the 
ſmalleſt preliminary, e e ee BE 
IT Rx jeſuits were not more fortunate in their en- 
deavours to take advantage of that article in the tre- 
7580 Vervins, by which all French exiles as well as 
oreigners were at liberty to return into France and 
ſettle there; the arret of council which intervened, 
deprived them of this reſource, and they were obliged 
to make uſe of other means that ſucceeded better. 
Iuĩ aſſembly of the clergy that was held this 
year, and continued part of the following, ſhared 
ikewiſe his majeſty's attention, as well as the pro- 
motion of cardinals. The ſon of madam Sourdis + 
was one of thoſe Frenchmen for whom the king pro- 
cured a hat, although he was too young to be thought 
| worthy of that diſtinQtion. Madam de —— owed 
this fayour to the ducheſs of Beaufort's intereſt, whom 
ſhe prevailed upon to ſupport her requeſt, /; _ 
Tuts was the title the king's millreſs now bore, 
for which ſhe quitted that of marchioneſs of Mon- 


RG when the birth of a ſecond ſon drew from his 
majeſty an increaſe of tenderneſs and honours. This 
lady had for a long time ſet no bounds to her ambi- 
tion; ſhe aſpired at nothing leſs than being declared 
queen of France; and Henry's paſſion for her, which 
increaſed every day, gave her hopes of accompliſh- 
ing her deſigns. When ſhe was informed that the 
| | ned to ſolici- 
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of the United Provinces, was not held till the year 1599, in the months 

of May and June, | e | - Caged 
+. Francis d'Eſcoublau, cardinal de Sourdis, and archbiſhop of 
Bourdeaux, who died in 1628. 10 a H ts £ 
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_ cit the diſſolution of his marriage with Margaret and 
that his majeſty was on the point of ſending the : 
duke of Luxembourg + to that court with the title 7 
of ambaſſador, to haſten the! concluſions: of it the 
looked upon this to be a fayourable opportunity bur . 
ſuſpeCting the agents, and probably the new-W am -} 
baſſador, ſhe caſt her eyes upon Sillery, 'who*was'als _ 7 
ready deep in her intereſt; ahd when this la m! 
ſtance of confidence would not fail of binding if 
cloſer to her ſeryice: ſhe ſent for him, and explain® 
ing her views to him, ſet no bounds to the reward 
which ſhe pretended to give for his ſervice and deyd⸗ 
tion. As ſhe knew what was: moſt likely te Wipe 
Sillery, ſhe aſſured him of the ſeals at his returt eim 
Rome, though at the hazard even of diſcbliging 
madame de Sourdis her aunt and intimate friend ane 
promiſed him likewiſe the poſt of chancellor; as foon pn 
as it ſhould be, vacant. At this price Sillery engag- 
ed, with all the oaths ſhe demanded from him, to 
negle& nothing that might prevail upon the pope to 
legitimate the two children ſhe had by Henry, and to 
diſſolve his marriage with Margaret. This firſt ſtep 
taken, Re hn ot remained to hinder her advance 
ment to the throne. She eaſily found reaſons to 
make the king approve of the ambaſſador ſhe had 
Choſen : the duke of Luxembourg was only ſuffere& 
to ſet out, to be recalled as ſoon as Sillery ſhould be 
in a condition to take his place. The ducheſs was 
at no pains to conceal from the court the title with 
which ſhe had juſt graced her favourite; the affiſteed 
herſelf in preparing his equipages, and preyailed up- 
on the king to. give the neceſſay orders for Siltry's f 
appearance with all the pomp and magnificence, by 
2 the ſucceſs of his negotiation might be ſe- 
cured. OFT ATI 12 OL ths e pI ITE NEENDS 
Tus ducheſs of Beaufort at the fame! time, to 
prepare the French for the change which ſhe medi- 
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1 Henry de Luxembourg, duke de Piney, who was the laſt of hat 

branch of Luxembourg. e 
975 5 tated 
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tated for her children, obtained ef the king, who had 
no leſs tenderneſs for them than for the mother, that 

the ceremony of the baptiſm of the ſecond fon ſhe 
had lately borne him, ſhould: be performed at Saint- 
_ Germain, where his majeſty then was, with the 
fame magnificence and honours which in this cere- 
mon are only uſed to the children of France. Tho' 
I I could pardon in this lady an intoxication in which 
ſhe was kept by the ſervile reſpe& the courtiers paid 

to her children, and the adorations they offered to 

| herſelf, I could not have the ſame indulgence for 
Henry, who was ſo far from taking any meaſures to 
undeceive her, that he gave orders for the baptiſm of 


this child, with a readineſs that ſhewed how agree- 


wn able the requeſt was to him. I declared my. ſenti- 
ments of this proceeding with-great freedom ; I en- 


deayoured publicly to oppoſe the inference which I 


perceived the courtiers would draw, in favour of 
children ſo dear to the king, for the ſucceſſion to 

= the crown. The king himſelf, after the ceremony, 
became ſenſible that he had permitted too much, and 
told me they had exceeded his orders; which I had 
no difficulty to believe. The child was named 


& court flatterers, by a kind of ſecond baptiſm, gave 
him the title of Monſieur, which in France no one is 


preſumptive heir to the crown. mn. | 
Tux miſtreſs did not ftop here; ſhe began to aſ- 
ſume all the airs of a queen, not indeed wholly thro' 
her own preſumption, for I think 'ſhe knew herſelf 
too well to have indulged ſuch extrayagant ideas, but 


licitations of her creatures and relations : madam de 
pourdis, Chiverny, and Freſne, ſeconded her ſo well 


They -gave him the title of chevalier de Vendome. Lady Ca- 

therine, fiſter to the king, and the count de Soiſſons, were the ſpon- 
bots at his chriſtening, He died grand prior pf France, in 1629. K 
1 | : 1 ta 


n 
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allowed to bear but the king's only brother, or the 


was driven on to take that ſtep by the continual ſo- 


on their parts, that it became inſenſibly the public 


1 


| { 


= Alexander &, as the eldeſt had been Cæſar; and the 
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his miſtreſs ; and that it was for this p — he way 
| — his divorce M 1 | _ at 3 
report ſo injurious to the glory of this prince: I vent 
to him, and made him ſenſible of the conſequence of 
it, He appeared to me concerned, and even piqued 
at it: yet his firſt care was to juſtify madam de Beau - 
ſort, who, he poſitively aſſured. me, had not conti. 
buted to the report; for which, all the proof he had 
was, that ſhe had told him ſo;: he threw the while 
he ewes habe es capable e. 
mewed that he Was capadle Or pardoning a con- 
ut ſo little reſpectful to him, ſince, although be 
was aſſured they were guilty, he gave them not che. 
ſlighteſt reprim and.. 97 robes 
Onxx circumſtance added great weight to the ſteps 
I took, on this occaſion both in public and private, 
Queen Margaret, with whom the affair of the ap» 
n of her marriage obliged, me to 
eep à correſpondence by letters, was the laſt, bo 
heard of what was ſaid and done at court. With 
regard to madam de Beaufort's pretenſions, as ſoon ag 
the was informed of them ſhe wrote to me, and gave 
me to underſtand, that ſhe had not changed her 
mind with-regard to a ſep Dee but 
that ſhe was ſo much offended at their intending to 
give the place ſhe reſigned to a woman ſo infamous as 
the ducheſs was by her commerce with the king, = 
that although ſhe had at ficſt given her conſent, with» _ 
out annexing any conditions to it, ſhe was now 
determined to inſiſt upon the excluſion of this wo- 
man; and no treatment whatever ſhould oblige her 
to alter her reſolution. I ſhewed this letter to the lg, 
who judging by it how much his marriage with his 
miſtreſs would irritate the beſt of his ſubjeQs againſt - 
big fy in reality, to change his ſentiments and 
conduct. i id eee "IT SEY N | 9 : 
ik MSD opinion, that if madam de Beaufort was 
acquaiated with the contents of this letter, it might 
KIB | 75 ö probably 
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132 Seba Sibducs' the ſame effects upon ber 1 
would not take this trouble upon myſelf, being un- 
willing to meet the inſolehee and rage of a woman, 
hd looked upon me ag a ſtombling-block in the 
; ay of ber advancement; but I communicated the 


letter to Chivern . Freſne; Who immediately in- 
formed madam de Sourdis of it, and the almeſt in 


- | ithe ſame moment the ducheſs of Beaufort. But this 


5 lady s counſellors were not ſo eaſily alarmed; they 


ö were very ſenſible that the deſign they had under- 


taken to engage the king in, could not fail of meet- 
ing with many difficulties, and they had ſettled their 
9 behavibur upon each: the reſult of their deliberations 
bad bern; tG haſten, as much a8 poſſible, the con- 
dluſion of che affair; perſuading themſelves, that 
When it was once over, t Fed hd give it a colour 
that ſhould m wee! excuſabl 55 at worſt, matters 
would be compoſ; after a litt le tak, a8 always hap- 
ns when things were without remedy.” They 
kene well the di poſition of the French nation, eſpe- 
call the courtiers, whoſe firſt law it is to be always 
of the ſame mind with the ſoyereigh, and whoſe 


a” ſtrongeſt [paſſion the deſire of /pleaſing him. In a 
Nor e thought themſelves ſecure of every things 


provided the king himſelf did not fail them. 
© FrESNE having drawn up the warrant for the pay- 
1 meſtf of the heral s, trumpeters, and other under of- 
ficers of the crown; who' had attended at the eere- 
6 mony of the baptiſm, it was brought to me, às well 
as the reſt, that J might give Ferder for its diſs 
charge. As 850 as I caſt e upon this wWri- 
ting, a tender concern for the king's honour made 
me look upon it as a laſting bete of his 'weak- 
To which was going to be handed down to poſteri- 
I heſitated not a* moment to return it; and 
[2 uſed anothet to be drayn up in terms more pro- 
per. The titles of Monſieur, Son of France, and all, 
that could give any notion of that kind, was ſuppreſ- 
RR; my con OY the houſhold fees reduced to the 


ordinary 


. F 

hoot $9 F ny wh ” * 10 1 
| n , with which they. were highly ＋ 

hey did not fail to renew their efforts; and 

in their altdontent quoted Monſieur de Freine, and 
the 125 by which their claims were regulated. Ne” | 
oy fained "myſelf before theſe people, 'whoſe . 

ad Rarity Te I'knew'; but growing impatlent a 
at laſt Teculd not 3 ng to them, with ſome in F WP. 
dignation, <©Gs,/$0, K Kill do nothing ul; know, © 
* that there are Ho childref of France. + 

No fooner kad These words eſchped me, than ful- " 
pecting that a troubleſome affair would be made of . 


$3} 


it, to prevent it, I went immediately to his ma hefty, ; 55 | 


who was walking with the duke d Epernon in the 
alace of Saint-Germain: 1 ſhewed him the warrant © _ . 
teſne had drawn up; telling him, that if it was = 
lowed; there deed no more but to declare: Hina” 
married to the dutcheſs of Beaufort. This is 
Freſne's malice,” faid the King, after he had read” 
it: „ but 1 Mall take care to prevent it.” Then, - 
commanding me to tear the paper, he turned to 
three or four lords of the court who were n 
him, How malignant art theſe people, faid he 


aloud;'* and what difficulties do they throw in the 


<<: way of thoſe who ſerve me with fidelity: the 
<< brought a warrant to monſieur de Romy, with © 
<« deſign to make him offend me if he paſſed it, or 


<< my miſtreſs if he refuſed it.“ In the ſtate affairs * * . 


then were, theſe words were far from being indiffe. 

rent; they gave the courtiers, Who had Fniled at 

m dmplicity, to underſtand that they might 

= be deceived themſelves, and that the ſu poſed : 
was not ſo near as they had imapined.”* 

Thi Wits continuing to converſe with me apart, told 

mez hae he did not br but that madam de Beau- 


RT we * 


tony was enraged againſt me, and adviſed me 
to go to 82 ies! by ſolid reaſons, to 
give her ſatisfaction: * If that will not de, aten 
he, „I will peak to her as her maſter” ?“ 
L Nr directly to the 3 * Which 


Vor. 9 +4 | | | Was 


FP 
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| 5 at notion the c 


me interrupted me, with Pw er had im- 


| 11 Was MM 


ſured: me that he would neyer have cauſe to ræproach 
bimſel q hah, through his complaiſange . 
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I began wü a Str of anten Arg 
f 1 iy time to go. ON.: "rn with eee Rap keg : 
animated not permitting hex to 9 blerye any meaſures, * 


poſed upon the, 


nat. NED 1 to 5 ping - Ore 15 


cd to lay ſomęthing more ſevere. — * 8 
very EE 1 hen, Iepeategtag 
hinz i ohat ſhe bad aig, ee ee We, 


aid the ki 25 that pleaſed me great». 
— ws 60 1 bee ai you. * — that. women do ASE >; 
(wholly „ His.,.coagh' not\bringjready | 


. toon engugh | or 1 patience, his majeſty got into 


mine: and as we drove tothe duche(s'slodgings, he a- 


ſeryants, who 


LI 


he, had baniſhed Ki even dif 


. hi Wete 9 2 ſolicitous for his 790. e HL 


APR e upon my leaving her apart- 
ment 40 haſtil 1 expected to ſee the king ſoon + 
after: and during that time had: taken ſufficient pains 
to, ſet off, elt, erſon to eee eee eee 
lievings li h that. the victory which one or other. wt ( 

of. us muſt now hp e de the preſage of ber 


800 ood; or bad fortune. . As ſoon as ſhe Was informed 


of; the king's arrival, ſhe came as far as the door of? 
the Kirſt hall to receive him. Henry, without ſalu- 


us 42285 madam, ſaid he, to your Ham- 
27 ys fer cee een besen Rony, 
«and I; 1: want- to talk to you | 'botth ang; 


och e .exprefling J part of. bi s. uſual tender- 


8 e F Lite aht upon n terms. 
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lieved to be real was only diſſembled, and that ſhe 


had decelyed hint: be reproached her wich the bad, 


counſels ſhe had liſtened to, and the very conſidera- 


ble faults they” had occaſioned. He covered me with P 


"thew the ducheſs, by the difference of 


her conduct by my advice; fince, ſhe might depend 


odge it, hjs-paſſion' for her ſhould never induce Fig 


rive of his confidence. 


fn de Beaufort begin ber anfirer bj ihs 2 
and tears; ſhe aſſumed x tender and ſubmimve Air; Wd” 


ſhe would have kiſſed the hand of Henry; omitting” 


no artifice which/ſhe thought capable 67 melting his 
heart. It was not till ſne had 2 over all theſe _ 
little arts, that ſhe to ſpsak, which the did b 
complaining, that inſtead of thoſe returns which le 
might have expected from à prince to whom the hack 
given her heart; ſhe wr a, herſelf fierificed*ro'one'of 2 


his-grooms; ſhe re all that Thad faid or done 


Then ordering the door to be flat, „aud that no one * 
ſhould bei ſuffered to remain im the chamber, Ward 
robe, or cloſet; he took her hand; holding one Of 
mine at the fate time; and with Ann air that the 
had good reaſon” to be ſurprized” at, told her, "that 
the true motive which had nd ning yp kr 
himſelf to her; was: the gentlen he had obſerved 
in her diſpoſſtion-; but that her conduct for forme” 
time paſt had convinced him, that what he had be- 


obedi ings, that I only was Xrul attached to Vs, 
his 7 he commanded her to get far the bet FA 
ter of her averſion for me, as to be able te regulate | 


% 
- b 75 


to the prejudice of 225 children, in order to awake 


his majeſty's reſentment againſt me: then, feigning 5 
to ſink under the violence of her grief and deſpair, 
ſhe let herſelf fall upon a couch, where ſhe proteſted 
ſhe was determined to wait for her death, not being | 


able to | endure” life” after fo cruel an atone. | The 5 


attack was à little {fort 6.2] Henry did not expect it: 


and = Sh his countenance - 
. — himſelf e that 


I obſerved Him heedfit] 


O 2 his 


— 


"a | 
| 
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Huis miſtreſs might not [perceive it, he continued to 
tell her in the fame tone, that ſhe might ſpare her- 
ſelf the trouble of ng recourſe to ſo many arti- 
| fices-on: ſo flight an occaſion. Senſibly affected at 
this reproach, ſhe redoubled her tears, crying, that 
* ſhe plainly perceived ſhe was abandoned, and that 
doubtleſs it was to augment her ſhame and my tri- 
umpgh, that the king had reſolved to make me a wit- 
nels of the. moſt. cruel treatment that was ever 
ſhewn_to any woman. This thought ſeemed to 
plunge her into a real deſpair. * By heaven, ma- 
dam,” faid. the king, loſing patience, * this is too 
„ much, I know to what all this artifice tends ;' 
c you want to prevail upon me to baniſh a ſervant 
* whoſe aſſiſtance I cannot be without: I declare 
to yqu, if I was reduced to the neceſſity of 
<<. chuſing to loſe one or the other, I would rather 
part with ten miſtreſſes like you, that one ſer- 
<« yant ſuch as him.“ He did not forget the term 
of groom which ſhe made uſe of; and was ſtill 
more offended, that ſhe had applied it to a man 
whoſe family had the honour of being allied to his 
OM. 540% „ | 
 _ AFTER this harſh ſpeech the king ſuddenly quit- 
ted the duchefs, and was going out of her apart- 
ment without ſeeming to be moved at the condition 
he left her in; probably . becauſe he knew her well 
enough to be aſſured that all this violence of grief 
was affectation and grimace. As for me, I was fo 
far deceived by it as to be greatly concerned for her ; 
and was not drawn out of this error till madam de 
Beaufort, perceiving the king was going to leaye 
her ſo much offended, that ſhe had reaſon to appre- 
hend he would never return again, changed her be- 
haviour in an inſtant, ran to ſtop him, and threw 
herſelf at his feet; no longer to impoſe goon his 
tenderneſs, but to ſooth him to a forgetfulneſs of 


her fault: ſlie began by apologizing for her paſt 
conduct; aſſumed an air of gentleneſs and compla- 
e cency, 
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humours, which were diſcharged: by a purge; 


2 diſtemper, which: a 


eency, 0 Be Pr never had, nor ee 7 
have any will but his. Never was there a change 
of ſcene more ſudden: I now ſaw a woman per- 
fectly agreeable, eaſy,” and compliant, who behaved. 
to me as if all that had juſt paſſed had been a Ae; 
and we ſeparated very good friends. a 

Tur king being at Monceaux about the l E 
October, felt ſome light touches of a fever, Which 
ended at laſt in a violent attack “; it Was attributed. 
to a diſturbance cauſed by a:prodigious quantity of | 


as the fever ſeemed to have wholly ceaſed, the king 

hos himſelf cured, and wrote: to me to that ef 
fect; obſerving,” however, that his indiſpoſition had ; 

left a faintneſs and dejection upon him which was 
not uſual with him, but that he would endeavour to 
diſperſe it by walking, if he could get ſtrength | 
enough. Theſe ſym n were the forerunner: of 

s afterwards ſeized hi 
with ſuch violence that Lea was ſoon in great danger, 


and I had the affliction to find him in this condition 


on my arrival at Monceaux, with Chatillon and 
d'Incarville, whom he: ſent for in the letter I have 
juſt mentioned. I thought for a long time that 1 
N 0 _ come to ſee my dear maſter expire in my 
r he would not permit me to leave Mon- 
. — during his illneſs, and often called me to his 


bed-ſide. In one of theſe moments when the ob- 


ſtinacy and continual recurrence of his diſtemper 
baffled all the art of the phyſicians, and this prince 
himſelf thought that his laſt hour was approaching; 
My friend, ſaid he to me, you have often ſeen. 
« me meet dangers which it was eaſy for me to 


2 In the following manner the hiſtorian Matthieu Gables of kh, | 
diſorder of Henry IV. 2 he was very merry with his miſtreſs 


** and Bellegarde, and laughin 8 at ſome ſatirical verſes, he 
« was ſuddenly ſeized ar a 8 of vomiting, which kept 


bim fox ſeven; hours together in very great danger, all that time 


12 having a conſtant defire to drink, and ſtill throwing up the water 
2 the — n hand.“ Tom. II. liv. 5 * 2775 


3 bare. 
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have avoided, know: better than any other perſon 
$5. how little I fear death; but I will not deny that 
* am grieved to die before I have raiſed this king- 
dom to that ſplendor I intended for it; or con- 
*6-yinced:;my people, by diſcharging them of part 
ok their taxes, and governing them mildly, that 
love them as my on children?LsL :_ 
Ar length. Henry's good conſtitution prevailed, 
and chis diſtemper was removed almoſt inſtantaneouſ- 
Ty +3::40. that the grief into Which bis danger had 
munged us, was followed immediately by the joy of 
has recovery. He had afterwards: a flight relapſe, 
which had no bad conſequence: he ſent me word- of 
this at Paris, whither I had returned as ſoon as 1 
law him out of danger. And in another letter, 
dated the th of November, Which Scho „at 
his return from Monceaux, bmught me to Paris 
from chis majeſty, he informed me that his health was 
perfectly eſtabliſned, except that he had ſome ſmall 
remains of that dejection on his ſpirits, of which 
he had formerly complai ned, and which he could 
not get rid of, notwithſtanding he followed exactly 
the advice of his phyſicians. The fieurs Mareſcot, 
Martin, and Roſſet, having, upon the news of his 
illneſs, haſtened to Monceaux to aſſiſtchis phyſicians 
in ordinary with their advice, he had the attention 
to cauſe; them to be paid for tlieir trouble, writing 
to me to give each of them one hundred crowns, 
and fifty to Rignault his ſurgeon. . : 
Tk king had not yet quitted Monceaux when 
the cardinal of Florence, who had ſo great a hand 
in the treaty of Vervins, paſſed through Paris, as 
he came back from Picardy, to return from thence 
to Rome, after he had taken leave of his majeſty. 
+ It was during this malady that Henry IV. was very much 
troubled with a carneous excreſcence; which ſerved as a pretext to the 
ducheſs of Beaufort, to let him know, by means of la Riviere, his 
firſt phyſician, whom ſhe had gained over to her intereſt, that he could, 
after this, have no mote — Amelot de la Houffaye, num. I. 
fur la lettre 243 du cardinal d Oft. 72 0 
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The geing ſent. me to Paris to feecive him, em- 
manding me to pay him albimaginable honeurs. 
He had need of a perſon neur the pp D power- 
ful as this cardinal, ho afterwards obtained the 
pontificate himſelf: I thęrefore omitted hothing 
that could anſwer his majeity's intentions; and the. 

legate having an; inclination: to ſee Saint=Germain- 
en-Laye, I ſent orders to Momier, the keeper of 
the cattle, to hang the halls and chambers witk the 
ſineſt tapeſtry of the crow. Momſer executed in- 
orders with great punctuallty, but With fo little 
furn. that for the legate's chamber he choſe a 
ſuit of hangings wronght by the queen of Navarre ;. 
very rich, indeed, but which repreſented nothing 
but emblems and motto's againſt the pope and the 
Roman court, as fatirical as they were ingenious. 
The prelate endeavoured} to prevail upon me to ac- 
cept of à place in the coach that Ns to carry Him 
to Saint-Germain ; which: T refufed; being deſirous 
of getting there before him, 'that I might Tee whe- 
ther every 1 order; with which I was 
ery well pleaſed. I ſaw the blunder of the keeper, 
and Teformed it immediately. The legate would 
not have failed to have looked upon ſuch a miſtake 
as a formed deſign to inſult him, and to Have repre- 
ſented it as ſuch to the pope. Reflecting aſter wards, 
that no difference in religion could authorhze ſuch 
ſarcaſms, I cauſed all thoſt motto's to he effaced. 
I nap long hoped. that a peace would afford me 
leiſure to examine the finances, of the kingdom 
thoroughly : all that I had hitherto been able to do,, 
was only to alteyiate the miſchief; and far rom. 
having been able to dig to the robt, ſo as to exadi- 
cate it at once, the A ent neceſſities of the ſtate, 
which always followed each other ſo vrleſe during the 
war, made it be looked. on as. a great roke of poli- 
cy to manage the finances without: increaſing the 
confuſion. It is certain that, u pon Doty eKami- 
nation, they ſeemed tinted with an inEurdble gif: 
To "I'S 
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. eaſe, which could not even be enquited into with- 

dut the moſt unſhaken courage and invincible pati- 
ence: the firſt glance was able to diſcover nothing 
but an univerſal loſs of credit, the royal treaſury in- 
debted ſeyeral hundred millions, no means of rai- 
ing more money, exceſſive poverty and ruin at 
hand; but this very ſtate of deſpair made it neeeſſa- 
ry not to delay a ſingle moment the undertaking this 

| gene work, while ſeveral opportunities concurring 
ſhewed at leaſt a poſſibility of ſucceſs.” Every thing 
was in tranquility ; tlie pay of the troops conſider- 

ably leſſened, the greater part of the military ex- 


i pences ſuppreſſed, the king's council weary at length 

if of making uſeleſs endeavours to deprive me of any. 

j management of public affairs, almoſt all buſin 

i was tranſacted by me; theſe gentlemen diſdained 

q even to come to — aſſemblies, unleſs forced thither 
1 by their own intereſt, or that of their relations or 

| friends: in thoſe aſſemblies nothing was propoſed 
9 without my approbation, and nothing executed 
by without my conſent ; the king had no;ſecret he re- 

bt ſerved from me, nor any authority that he did not 
"4 occaſionally inveſt me with; all theſe conſiderations 


perſuaded me that, if the calamities cauſed by ſo 
many long and cruel civil wars were ever to be re- 
paired, now or never was the time to accompliſh it. 
I Had received from nature a ſtrong conſtitu- 
tion, a body able to ſupport * long labours, and a 


 ® The picture which M. de Perefixe gives us of M. de Roſny, al- 
together agrees with that which we have ſeen drawn here, He 
% had eſpecially,” ſays he, a genius turned for the management of 
*© the finances, and all the other. qualifications requiſite for ſuch a 
_ * ſtation: in fact, he was a regular man, exact, and a great economiſt ; 
he was punctual to his word, no ways prodigal, without any pom- 
“ pous oftentation, not inclined to profuſe expence, game, or women, 
nor addicted to any thing that did not exactiy tally with a man bred 
< to ſuch an employment; beſides, he was vigilant, laburious, expe- 
< ditious, beſtowing almoſt his whole time on buſineſs, and but fittle 
on his pleaſures : withal he had the happy dexterity of ſeeing thro? 
* ſuch ſort of matters, and of unravelling the puzzling perplexities, 
<« and.untying the intricate knots, under which: the farmers of the 
finances, when they have a mind to be knaviſh, endeavour to _ 


noi; ee eee, er 


mind capable of great application, a natural propen- 
ſity to regularity and economy, improved by a par- 
ticular ſtudy of that ſeience during twenty- ſive years, 
that I was near the king's perſon; and, if I may be 
allowed to ſay it, a paſſion yet more forcible for ho- 
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c ceal their tricks.” Part. 3. P, Matthieu gives him no leſs high a 
character. Tom. II. liv, ii. p. 278. _© The king gave him, fays lo 
Grain, © the poſt of ſuperintendant-general of his finances, inveſting 
« him with fo an authority as had never been ſeen in that of- 
fice before: in which, it muſt be confeſſed, there wanted a man at 
„that time, who would have his eyes hood-winked to every other 
« confideration but the King's advantage, that is, to the public trea- 
<« ſure, which it was. neceſſary to reſtore to its full vigaur; and who 
* would be more rigid than what either the dignity of ſome perſons, 
<< or the reſpect due to others, would have endured at any other time; 
and indeed this great authority and power, which the king gave him, 
did, in a little time after, reſtore full ſtrength to all the main re- 
c ſources of the ſtate.” See the whole of what this writer ſays, with 
regard to M. de Sully, liv, vit. + _ _ ; 1 0 
% He put,” fſays d' Aubigné, tom: III. liv. v. chap; 3. the 
finances into the hands of the marquis de Roſny, / afterwards duke 
of Sully, becauſe he found he had a very extenſtve and laborious ge- 
*< nius, as alſo. a natural ſternneſs and ſeverity. of temper, Which, 
«« without regarding the favour of any body, enabled him to bear the 
« unpleafing- irkſomeneſs of rebuff#z- and by that means, filled the 
« king's coffers, to which.the naturaladifpoſition of his maſter did not 
« alittle contribute. 9 75 j S na 
Ina ſmall piece, tom. III. of the Mem: d'Etat de Villeroi, we find 
the following account. This change in the face of affairs, Which 
<« the ſaid ſieur de Sully had introduced into Franee, that had been 
© brought to the laweſt ebb of diſtreſs, rendering it opulent and 
© flouriſhing by means of his good management and induſtry, d 
«© ſufficiently teſtify his abilities The remonſtrances which he ma 
even to the king's-pleaſure, and the oppoſition Which he mine 
«« tained againſt all the great men, ſhew his virtue, prudence, and 
* courage, Even thoſe who envy him ſay, that he alone was of more 
s uſe to the public, and knew its intereſt better, than all the teſt of 
the kingdom beſides. The manuſcript which we quoted in the 
Felgen coincides with this: and further may be added the ſuffrage of 
e greateſt part of the hiſtorians and memoirs of that time, which all 
agree, that M. de Sully has, in ſtrict juſtice, deſerved the appellation 
of the moſt laborious, the moſt capable, the moſt upright, and eſpe- 
cially the moſt ſteady miniſter that ever was. The. ſeverity, rigid- _ 
neſs, and haughty carriage, which are almoſt the only faults with . 
which he has been charged, ariſe. fromthe laſt mentioned quality, that 
no doubt, was carried a little too far. We ſhall have octafions toi ſpeak 
more of it in the fequel : but I-thought myſelf: obliged; previouſly. to 
add theſe teſtimonies, to the account he. gives us, ok, his character 
and conduct, e VCC 
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nour and virtue: ſuch are the qualities I brought to 
the conduct of public affairs 3 with theſe, although 


thoſe likewiſe very conſiderable,” yet (and expe- 
rience as well as the ſucceſs that attended my la- 
bours give me a right to ſay ſo) one may be — 
that 13 revenues of a ſtate are fallen into good 
hands, when a moderate degree of judgment, much 

diligence and exactneſs, and ſtill more probity, are 
—— remarkable in him that governs them. I 
are not aſſume more likeneſs than this to the por- 

trait I am going to draw of a good miniſter of the 
finances,” becauſe that, although I have always pro- 
poſed ſuch an one for my imitation, yet I candidly: 
confeſs I am far from pretending to ſet up myſelf for. 
a model. Lr 6 aw. * . 771 . : 

_ IT would be the ſhorteſt way to ſay, that a man- 
who is called to the management of public affairs, 
ought to have no paſſions; but that we may not 
wholly deſtroy the notion of ſuch a being, by re- 
ducing him to an impoſhble and merely ideal exiſt- 
ence, it is ſufficient to ſay that he ought to have 
ſuch a knowledge of them, as to be able to avoid. 


* 


meanneſs of pride, the folly of ambition, the weak- 
nefs of hatred, and the baſeneſs of revenge. As 
J intend. only. to make ſuch reflections as immedi-. 


only by actions but even words, and of never giving 


every body, except to thoſe who only come to him 
with a deſign to corrupt him, and never to loſe ſight 


in the affairs of government, That a kingdom ought 
to be regulated by general rules, and that excep- 
PET | tions. 
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one cannot keep clear of committing faults, and 


their influence: he ſhould be ſenſible of all the 


ately relate to him, I ſhall not here take any notice 
of the great meanneſs of treating people ill, not. 


orders to inferiors but in the tranſports of rage, or 
peeviſhneſs of ill-humour, ſeaſoning them with 
oaths and curſes, ſince, living for the public, he. 
ought to appear affable, and be eaſy of acceſs to. 


of this maxim, which holds one of the firſt places 


$A 


— 
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ohly oetafton difgontef n produce com- 
KA belege of EY is dde to rank, mY 
Jy 0 rent degrees bf diſtinction, is fo far from be-. 
ing contrary to this maxtin, that it is eſſentially ne. 
ceflaty eo it, as well for obferving thoſe rules of 
dehaer ts Perl of gifferelnt Yahks, which che 
French politehefs has eftabHifHed; as td cure hitnſelf 
of that error that His fiches And the favour of his 
king, place every other perſon i in a tate of ſubordi- 5 
nation to him. "A frctnation for the fair ſex is a. 
ſource of weakneſs and injuſtice, which will Your 

tably carry Him beyond the bounds of his duty; 
paſſion for deep play, will expofe him to reniptaion | 
a thouſand times tors difficult to be overcome by a 
man Who has afl the money of the kingdom pa e 
through his hands; that he may eſcape this dange- 
'rous ſnare, I am under a ney of preſcribirig to 
7 — to have no acquaintance either with cards or 

„ 

A vBrertst of fatigue proceeds generally from the - | 
ſame inclinations which lead to voluptuoulneſs, or 
create effeminacy.. A ſtateſman. ought in tempe- 
rance to ſeek. for a femedy againſt a fondneſs for 
ſplendor, and the delicacies of the table, Which 
ſerve only to enervate both body and mind, A vir- 
tuous man: ought to be wholly unacquainted with 
drunkenneſs; à dlligent man 1 7 to be no leſs 
; ignorant of what i 1s called high living. As he ought 
to make fis begs ih His cabinet at all times, | 
and all Hours, not mere ſupportable, but ple aliyg; 1 
he cannot be too careful. to prevent his mind on 
running on the delights of balls, maſquerades, and 
other parties of pleaſure ; in all theſe trifling amufe- 
ments there is a nameleſs inchantmen that intoxi- 
cates the hearts of B an miſanthropes 
themſelves, _ 

Tux fame caution is neceſſary and Sante? 
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ings, and all other occaſions; of expenc os ee 
| ry has invented. A taſte for any of th things | 
ſoon degenerates into a kind of. paſſion, of whic 
the waſte of time is not the only bad conſequence ; 
prodigality, ruin, and diſhonour, are the uſual ef- 
ſects of it: it belongs only to a man who, cannot 
reſolve to live and amuſe; himſelf with his on com- 
pany, to think continually of galleries, columns 
and gildings, and to run all his life after ſtatues, 
antiques, and medals. Do you learn to be eontent- 
ed with a common picture; the delicacy of procur- 
ing, at a great expence of money and anxiety of 
mind, original and other ſcarce: pieces, proceeds 
© Wholly from an affectation of taſte 
IA, however, far from carrying the ſeverity of 
theſe. maxims ſo far, as to forbid a man, inveſted 
with a public employment, from having any attention 
to his own eaſe 3 and to deny hin "all kinds of 
amuſement. I would have him indulge himſelf in 
moderate pleaſures, and take care of his fortune, 
provided that he does the one without diſſipation, 
and the other without diſhonour. It is one of thoſa 
advantages that attends a diſpoſition not prone to ex- 
pence, and fond. of regularity, that he who is poſ- 
ſeſſed of it, if he lives long, finds. himſelf inſenſi- 
bly in affluent circumſtances. To have made a for- 
tune, a phraſe that has ſo hateful a ſound, becauſe 
when it is applied to a man of buſineſs, it common- 
ly means nothing but oe, oppreſſion and cruel- 
ty; and when applied to a courtier, nothing but 
mean tricks, deſpicable flattery, cringing ſervility, 
and even at ſome times knaveries and treachery, is 
nothing more than a natural conſequence, and even 
an act of virtue, where all ſee that the fortune 
is only the reward of labour, or an honeſt recom- 
pence of good actions: that I may not be miſtaken, 
will add, that this ought to appear fo clearly. as to 
force our greateſt enemies to ſee it and confeſs it &. 
- + A great part of the maxims which fill up chap, 8. part. 1. of the 
„ Political. 
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Ir ought therefore to be an eſtabliſhed rule, 
that every man ho undertakes the mana gene 
of the finances, or any other part of he? mini- 

, ſhould make, and renew from time to time, 
ind of acknowledgment of the ſtate of his in- 
cone? ; that is, that upon his entrance into the 
miniſtry he ſhould draw up an exact and parti- 
cular memorial of his preſent” poſſeſſions, and upon 
his leayin give in another in the fame form; 
ſo that nk Mal alterations have happened in his 
fortune may be known to others as well as him- 
ſelf, I have already taken care to give the public 
an account of every augmentation of my fortune, 
and each new dignity that was conferred upon me, 
according to the different periods of time when they 
happened, and 1 ſhall ſtill continue this method; 
but as I fook upon this affair to be ſubject to calcu- 
lation, I am going to put every one in a way of 
doing it himſelf, and ſhall ſhew. it completely done 
at the end of theſe memoirs. 

Mr father's eſtate being equally divided between 
me and the only remaining bfother out of four that 
Thad, my ſhare of it, e to my wife's W 
which e ten thouſand livres, amounted only to 
fifteen or ſixtren thouſand livres a year; and as it 
increaſed but very little during five and g years 
when the king had no means of rewarding. bis ſer- 
vants, this was my whole income when Tp reve- 
nues of the ſtate were committed to my cars.,” Tam 
ſenſible that there are many perſons who would bluſn 
to make-ſuch, a confeſſion; but for my part I have 
already ſaid, that in this reſpect I ſee only one thing 


Political Teſtament of the cardinal de Richelieu, chat treats both of 
the council and counſellors of the king, is evidently taken from this 
and many other places of M. de Sully's Memoirs; and.chiefly wbat 
he ſays of the four qualities requiſite to conſtitute a perfe& counſellor, 
to wit, capacity, fidelity, courage or reſolution, and application. I 
ſhall have occaſion in what follows to make ſome remarks upon that 
which ſeems overſtrained in the maxims and manners of M. de Nn, | 
with. regard to what is called luxury, a | 
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chat ought to give occaſion for a bluſh, Which is, 
the infamy of poſlefling 97 (ap either ill or doubtfully 


acquired: I haye neither the reproach of extortion, 
confiſcation, or unwarrantable profits to apprehend ;_ 
all that I added to my firſt fortune aroſe merely from 
the king's bounty to me, ſo that I owe all to. one 
eee ot, 
War Thad been able to add to my fortune till: 
e Smoot. the Follows: 
fums ; an appointment of two thouſand livres.a year 
as counſellor of  Nayarre ; as much as counſellor of. 
ſtate, with a penſion of three thouſand ſix hundred 
livres, which the king annexed to this poſt: my 
ſalary as member of the council, having fling 
mented by degrees, and in -oportion to the ſervices. 
the king found he received from r 
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ed from me, was, at this 
time, brought to twenty thouſand livres: the ki 
doubled my company of gendarmes, which at firſt 
aal confifted of fifty men, and after it was incor- 
porated with that of the queen, of which I was 
made captain- lieutenant, the pay amounted to five 
thouſand livres: the king made me likewiſe hono- 
rary * counſellor of the parliament of Paris, but 
without any income. It was at this time, that 
Chauvelin the younger had the firſt diſpenſation that 
had been granted from the rule of forty days, pay- 
ing for it 8 
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our thouſand” crowns, I ſhall make but 
one article of the government of Mante, which had 
been juſt then given me, and that of Gergeau which 
T had afterwards. . Such was the ſtate of my fortune 
at that time, the courſe of it, till then extremely 
flow, became very rapid the following years, by the 
great offices with which his majeſty honoured me, 


* The letters patent by which Henry IV. made the marquis de 
Roſny an honorary counſellor, and thereby gave him a privilege of 
fitting in partiament, &c. dated March 16, 1602, may be ſeen in the 
regiſters of the parliament of Paris; as alſo the ęnrolment of theſe 
letters, and his admittance. accordingly on the 19th of March the 


and 
> „ 


ſame year. 
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and by rewards fo conſiderable, that when I coll 
tdem together, they will make one of the moſt im- 
portant articles, I ſhall take into it his leaſt pre- 
ſents, and even thoſe which I received from other 
royal perſons. Before I enter into the diſcuſſion of. 
affairs, and account of the finances which I have pro- 
miſed, fince I have begun to inform the public af my. 
perſonal character, I will finiſn the picture by givs. 
ing a detail of my public employments, and my whole 
manner of living, after I was in a public employ- 
ment: this is the proper place for it, although, in 
order to ſay all upon this head at one time, it is ne-. 
ceſſary I ſhould ſuppoſe myſelf poffeſſed of all thoſe 
poſts which were not given me till ſome time after. 
Six days in the week 2: counctl was. held both 
morning and evening ;. the firſt and moſt important 
was called the council of ſtate and the finances, 
which fingly took up the Tueſdays, Thurſdays, and 
Saturdays, by fitting both in the morning and after- 
noon; the king was the head of it, and was general- 
ly preſent. The dukes and peers, the officers of the 
crown, the knights of the king's orders, or thoſe 
who had a warrant from his majeſty, had a feat and 
a voice in the confultations: here were received and 
examined all kinds of petitions on any occaſion what- 
ever, but eſpecially. thoſe relating to the penſions of 
ſtate, which from this time began to be paid with a 
punctuality that made them be preferred to ever 
other eſtabliſhment, and even to landed elbe, 
The three other days of the week were likewiſe 
taken up morning and evening with different cou 
cils, which were called conſeilt des parties cen ld 
of a certain number of particular counſeſlsrs, where 
examinations were held of things properly referred 
to each of theſe | councils : if there was any con- 
troverſy, it was diſpatched to the courts of Juſtice to 
whoſe cognizance it belonged; and care was taken 
that juſtice ſhould be done boneftly and ſpeedily. I 
Was a member of each of theſe councils, and com- 


5 | monly 


{ 


"+..." 
11 


— 


* 3 

* 

« ; 1 
{ 


s MEMOIRS: Bock x. 
monly preſided in them when the king was not pre- 


| ſent, which often happened, eſpecially. in the conſeils 


des parties. I never failed to be at the council of 
ſtate, the whole buſineſs of which lay upon me: 
all the letters and petitions that were to be preſent- 
ed there were addreſſed to me; and as the queſtions 
that require general deliberations are not very com- 
mon, it often happened that in communicating the 


affair, I delivered likewiſe the reſolutions to be taken; 


and often carried thither arrets ready drawn up, that 


every thing might be diſpatched at one fitting ; and 


it happened but very ſeldom that alterations were 
made. I have always laid it down. as a rule, that 
the anſwers which were given 260). 24 hh the con- 


duct of perſons employed in great affairs, cannot be 
too expeditious, or too diſtinct; all the time that is 
ſpent in conteſtations is loſt time. | 

Ix may be eaſily imagined how much. time theſe 


employments demanded :. I accuſtomed myſelf to 


riſe at four o'clock in the morning, both in winter 
and ſummer; and the two firſt hours were taken up 


in putting in as much order as poſſible thoſe affairs 


that were to be each day brought upon the carpet: 


a miniſter who acts otherwiſe will leave all things in 


confuſion and perpetual diſorder, by the different 
perplexities he will find himſelf involved in at laſt. 


At half an hour after ſix I was dreſſed; and ready to 
attend the council, which began at ſeven, and gene- 


rally ended at nine; and according to the importance 
of the buſineſs that was tranſacted in it, at ten, 


and ſometimes eleven o'clock. It often happened 
that his, majeſty, inſtead of coming to the council, 


would ſend for me at nine or ten o'clock, when it 


_ was over, and either alone, or with his two miniſ- 


ters of ſtate *, Villeroi and Sillery, walk with us, 


* Thus ward thoſe called then, who fince have been intituled ſe - 


eretaties of ſtate: and ſuch as were named ſecretaries of ſtate, as M. 


perly no more than four ſecretaries of the finances, or his majeſty's 


Forget, M. Lomenie, M. Beaulieu-Ruſe, and M. Potier, were pro- 


fürſt. 


— . 


acquaint us with his intentions, and give each of us 
orders relating to our particular employments: from 
thence I went home to dinner. 215 220" 25 15 1 ati 
Mx table generally conſiſted of ten covers; and 
being ſerved with a moderation that 'was not ap- 


proved of by the lords of the court, eſpecially the 


epicures, who make a ſerious affair of refining upon 

every thing that is eat or drank, I ſeldom invited any - 
perſons to dine with me; ſo that my table was uſualh 
filled only with my wife and children, or at m 


with ſome friend Who was not mofe diffeult to be 
pleaſed than myſelf. Frequent attempts were made 
to alter my conduct in this reſpect, but I always 


replied to any reproaches of that kind, in the words 
of an ancient, That if the gueſts were wiſe, chere 
was ſufficient for them; if they were not, F-could 
ſuffer the want of their company without trouble. 


Wu dinner was over, I went into my great 
hall, where: it was-known that I regularly gave au- 
dience, and therefore at that hour always full: every 
one was admitted, and had free audience; the rep 


was no leſs ſpeedy: herein my particular taſte agreed 
perfectly with his majeſty's intention. I began with 


the eccleſiaſties of both religions: the country peo- 
ple, who remained laſt, were kept but a little time 
in expectation. I took care to diſpatch every one's 
buſineſs before I retired; and even ſent for thoſe 


who, ſtaying in the court or garden, had ſuffered 


firſt clerks.” Tho” it appears that none of the three bath been calſea 


pris miniſter of ſtate, yet ſo unequally was the diſtribution of the 


unctions of the minifiry made between; M4 de Sully and hjs two 


collegues, and Henry TV, gave the firſt fo great a ſhare, and ſo much 


authority in what belonged ts their province, that we may ſay he Was 

in effect, prime miniſter, only that he had not the name: this title 
was not at that time much in uſe; for the chancellor du Prat, under 
Francis I. the conſtable de Montmorenci, under Henry II. &., did 
not bear it, tho" they ſolely poſſeſſed the confidence of their maſters, 


M. de Villeroi was at the head of foreign affairs, having alſo the 


N eannin for his collegue. M. de Sillery ard Bellevre, Who 
came chancellor ſome little time after, had the ma nagement of all 
£227 SA 4, 3 20 } $6" 1 5 17 iet : * 
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the hour 60 flip. IE the affair that was prapoſed to 
me was equitable, and depended upon me, I pro- 
miſed in two. words the execution of itʒ if otherwiſe, 
J ciyilly chid- the propoſer, and honeſtly forbote to 
meddle with it: if it appeared dend fal, or compli- 
coated, I called an intendant, or one of my ſecreta- 
ries, to whom» I gave the papers that led to an ex- 
planation of it. And ſuch was my management, 
that the affair was totally diſpatched within a week, 
if 4; had promiſed it; — let the buſineſs be ever fo. 
much perplexed, the council before whom it was. 
laid always diſpatched it within the month. 85 
As to the other councils, which were held on 
Mondays, Wedneſdays, and Fridays, I aſſiſted at 
them like wiſe as long as could, before the increaſe. 
of my employments Had die wiſe increaſed my buſi - 
neſs, and — but vrhen the direction 
-of the marine, artileryy. fortifications,, RN 5 
bridges, and cauſeys, were entruſted to me only, to 
which muſt be added che affairs of my governments, 
-1 was obliged to apply to this buſineſs in the place of 
the other; and to devote the mornings of theſe three 
days to the diſpatch of — to theſe ofſi- 
ces, becauſe his thought them of conſe- 
quence enough, eſpecial that of ſurveyor- general 
of the highways, and ſuperiptendant of the fortifica- 
tions and works, to be preſent at the clearing the 
accounts of each of theſe bodies of people, which. 
was done in the preſence of the governors and other 
officers, who were called together in a body on theſe 
occaſions: notwithſtanding this, I did not neglect 
the other councils, but took care to be preſent when. 
any important affair was debated, eſpecially when it 
related to war. 
Ix AED my time in. ſuch A manner, that 1 
had till leiſure enough for thoſe other affairs, and 
alſo for many more which I have not mentioned. 
The extraordinary and unforeſeen buſineſs I was en- 
ed in, the converſations I had with his eng 
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the orders and letters I geceived fram him, may be 
imagined hy a genetal declaration, that this prince 
not only He rg me-of-whatever happened to him, 
but alſo . me with ns meſt private affairs , 
his ſecrets, deſi 
pleaſures, de 


i unealineſſes, fears, hopes, amours, 
friendſhips, and diſguſts; in a Word, all was con- 
ſided to my;Adelity; and diſeretion, terms which Lam 
juſtly exititled, to makeiuſe of. In all theſe e e 
to comply with the king's deſires and occaſ 
there ae e e AER on 
preſſing buſineſs to invent ſchemes, to go upon pri- 
vate errands, anfwer letters, and undertake journeys; 
by all which, the affairs af the ſtate would have 
been injured, if by giving the night as well as the day 


to theſe act idental em nts, which were not 
lated by e d or hours; an Extreme 
ail pan — tho Sadat that had beer in- 


wee, thm, bad Jack reſtored: ite thing fo 


its 
x is ſurprized, i in giving this detail, — wich 
ſuch an rad -ceconomy- of: time, there ſnould re- 
main ſo little for affaifs domeſtic: the ſeẽ 
moments I could ſpare for them, I uyas never able to 
find but in one af the afternoons of thoſe ſame three 
days; and theſe I ſnatched by intervals. It. was ne- 
therefore that my wife ſnhould accuſtom her- 


„ reflection, private -diftempers, 


ſelf to do all that I was.not-abſolutely obliged 0 dd; 


otherwiſe I muſt have relied opon people of buſineſs, 
or upon my domeſtics. /, 

As coamuſements, and hoursof daldie e r 
which were n 
treme application to buſineſs, they were regulated 
with as much ORE | as ay moſt ſerious ROY 


to ſoften the fatigue of ſuch -. 


1 * Near any niinifierbad the cos a his ne bes . ba 


6 , tirely than this had; and never was any more worthy of it; on ue - 
© count of his fidelity, activity, continual application to buſineſs, ag 4 
© difintereſtedneſs in eyery thing that related to che | King. $ fervice. 15 
bee. Hiſt, de France de 9 torn, III. p. 25. b 
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bh but, like them, fu ARR? interruptions: 
When, b e this did not happen, I had 
no occaſion to go out of the atſenal to find them; for 
it was in this caſtle that reſided from the time I was 
made grand maſter till the death of my kin 1 
gave me up to the tranquility of a — like. T 
exerciſes of the arſenal, which was an 3 
ſchool for young people, gave the greateſt relief to 
my mind, eſpecially when I ſaw my children, my 
ſon-in-law, my relations and N mingled to- 
gether; ee. mpany which appeared in the 
afternoon at that little rendezyous, the exultations 
which were often heard, the air of gaiety without 
| effeminacy, and of leaſure without negli gen ce,. 
which appeared there, is, of all things which I Know, 
moſt proper to relieve a mind to which, by long ha- 
bit of labour, all the amuſements of mere idleneſs 
have been made inſipid. In whatever manner I 
| Sous the afternoon, nba hour of ſupper arrived, 
ordered all my doors to be ſhut, and no 2 to 
be ſuffered to — args unleſs he came from the 
From this hour, till I returned to bed, which 12 
ways did at ten o'clock, there. was no longer any 
mention of buſineſs, all was eaſe, mirth, and ſocial 
Joy, with a ſmall number of good and agreeable 
friends. 1 
Tux office of prime miniſter, though at all times. 
laborious, is not always loaded with the ſame diffi- 
culties; and the good fortune of thoſe is to be en- 
vied, who are called to it at a conjuncture, when 
the whole erg of affairs having for many years 
run on in a calm and regular courſe, they have no- 
thing to do but ſit quietly at the helm, content 
themſelves with a general inſpection, and leave the 
reſt to be performed by that great number of perſons 
who act under their order. This am . _— 
enjoyed, as may be perceived by what ye 
— — to ay of it Lo different . and, not to 
touch yet upon the affairs of the finances, which was 
Sake | i es 


c 


— 


198, Or s U BUY: ag. 


at that time an ocean without bottom or ſhore; I de. 


ſire the reader juff to caſt a Took upon the different | 
ities which. : muſt be met with, without ex- 
amining foreign affairs; a one 'of diſaffected peo- 


ple to watch narrowly, and, if poſſible, to break 3 5 


a religious diſpute. to Wem a powerful party to 
ſatisfy, and a general ſubordination and ſcheme of 

overnment to eſtabliſh and cauſe to be obſerved. 
Thing $s were in ſuch a ſtate, that of all thoſe officers 
of war Rana „ of the finances, judicature, and the 
king's houſhold, of penſioners, and thoſe that re- 
ceived ſalaries from the ſtate, nothing more way. 
known than that their number was infinite, and that 


there was a neceflity for learning their names, and 


marking them all in a i in order: to nes: | 
part of them. | 39 
Taz affairs of war were in at inen een 
the regulation of which did not, as may poſſibly be 
thought, depend upon the diſbanding part of the 


troops; there was a neceſſity for taking cognizance | 


of all the towns and fortreſſes, moſt of which were ſo 
near deſtruction, that upon this account, as well as 


to leſſen the number of garriſons that were ſupport- 


ed in France, thoſe that were uſeleſs were to be de- 
moliſhed; which could not however be done till af- 
ter the death of thoſe perſons from whom it would 
have been vey. e to take away the eee ; 


of them. 


Tur marine alone might have furniſhed buſineſs | 
enough for one miniſter for a great number of years; 
for this part of the ſtate, which requires ſo much ap- 
plication, does not make a very rapid progtefs; it 
can be derived only from that quiet and ſplendor 
which a kingdom gains by peace and good govern=- 


ment YH. It is not to be imagiged to what a degree 


| Cy 
5 % A nation -muſt be very powerful,” ſays. cardinal |Richeliev, . 
% after M. de Sully, to ptetend to this inheritance, (the poſſeſſion of 
the ſovereignty at ſea) the titles to it being founded more in force 
than in reaſon.” Teſtament politique de ce cardinal, part I e. ix. 


8 5, 6. Cardinal d'Offat, in ſeveral his kauen, adviſes OY IV „ 


to put his maxĩne on a new footing, 


mo MWE M © -RAs Bode N. 1 
the marine, aud ithe commerce that depended on it; 

had been nefglefted in Frande. agreed with the 
king, that this eſtabliſnmontiſhould be begun at the 
feumlation that the: ſen coaſts ſhould be viſited, and 
aeg, w u- ts: take meaſures for repair 
ing them. Phat the ſame ought. to be done with 
— — — alleys that were yet to 
be found, till new ones dnuld bebuilt; after which, 
officers) ſhould! bevappointedy; and  failors and pilots 
ſoughit for, hu might be qtimulated to induſtry by 
rewards: ima word, tou ſpareia longer detail, n 
abſolutely new marine ſnotild be created. 

ALL this could not be performed but by d 

and a little at a time. The finances being that pare 
of the body of the ſtate ich was moſt diſeaſed, re- 
- quired aſſiſtance firſt: the greatneſs of the evil m 

be imagined, by an inventory of the- ſums — 
were drawn from the exchequer to bring over the 
heads and other principal members and cities of the 
league to the king's. party. This inventory has 
ſomething curious enough; it amounted to more 
than en millions of e and is: as 70 
lews t. | 

To the duke of Lorraing and othes eu com- 

prehended in his treaty, three million ſeven: hundred 
lixty-ſix thouſand eight hundred and twentys five 
livres: To the duke of Maienne and others com- 
prehended in his treaty, together with two regiments 
of Swiſs, whom the king took upon himſelf to pay, 
three million five hundred and eighty thouſand livres: 
To the duke of Guiſe and others comprehended in 
his treaty, three hundred and eighty- eight thouſand” 
livres: Lo the duke of Nemours and others, three 
hundred and ſeventy⸗- eight thouſand livres: To the 
duke of Mercur, for: Hlavet and other towns of 
Brittany, four million two hundred niney-five thou- 
ſand three hundred ant my livres: o the duke 


1 Hete the old Memoirs have av errors in this calculation of Aon 
dne hundred thouſand livres. 
e Elbeeuf, 


— 
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| Tens for * — &. nine hundred and. {e>,, 
— Ay Se and. copencyslour lies. 
10 2 meſſieurs de \ 1 75 and the chevalier d Oiſe, or 
Rouen and, Havre, comprehending. likewiſe the in- 
demgifications granted to the duke of Monipenſier, 
marechal. Biron, the chancellor, &c. three million 
four. hundred, ſeventy-lever thouſand eight hundred. 


livres: Fo the d d' Epernon and others, four hun- 
dred and nin x thouſand livres: For the redue- 
tion of 3 ee fy 


To the duke of Briſſac, for Paris, & c. one million ſix 
hundred ninety-five thouſand, four hundred. livres: 
To the duke of Joyeuſe, for Loulouſe, &c. one mil - 
lion four; hundred and ſever d thouſand livres: To 
monſicut de la. Ohatrg, for Orleans, Bourges, & 
elch wadred; ninety-cight, thouland, nine hundred 
livres: Togmeſſiaurs de, Villeroi and d' Alincourt, 
for Pontqiſe, &c. fout hundred N thauſand 
five hundred, and ninety-ſour livres; Lo- monſieur 
de Bois-Dauphin and others, ſix hundred and ſeven- 
2 d thpufand eight hundred livres: Lo monſieur 
lagny, for Cambray, &c, eight hundred and 
been nee nine e thirty livres: 
To meſſieurs de Vitry and de Medayy, three hundred 
and.” eighty: thouſand liyres: To.the: ſieurs.Vidame-: 
d Amiens, d Etournelle, marquis de Trenel, Seſſeval, 
du Peche, Lamet, &c. and for the cities: of . 1 
Abbeville, Peronne, Coucy, Pierrefont, &c. ons 
million two. Wand ſixtycone thouſand eight bun 
dred. and eighty; livres: Lo the ſieurs de Bellan, 
Qujonvilieet reville, oh Peche,.. & and- perf! 
Troyes, Ne Vitré, Chaumont, Rocroy, 
tear ane &c..eight hundred een td, 
forty-eight liyres : 10 e de Rochefort, and 
for Vezely, Macon, Mailly, &g. four hundred fiſty- 
ſeven thouſand livres: To mefficurs de Canillac, 
d' Achion, Eisnerne, n Fumel, &. and for 
the city du Puy, &. five hundred forty-ſeven thou - 
ſand ee o meſſieurs de Manpezat and de Mon- 
teſpan, 
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e and ninety thoufand livres: For Lion, 

Vienne, Valence, and other cities of Dau phiny, fü 
hundred and thirty-ſix thoufand eight hundred livres: 
To the ſieurs de Daradon, la Pardieu, Bourcanny, 
Saint-Offanf for Dinan, &c. one hundred and 
| curtain hvres: To the ſieurs de Leviſton, 
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teſpan, &c. and for ſeveral cities of Guienne, three 


Baudoin, and Beauvillers, one hundred and e, 1 


thouſand livres. CGN * A} 1-4 182 


IsHObrp terrify ruderte, I n dem 


that this ſum made up but a ſmall part of that which | 


was demanded from the exchequer, both for the 
French and foreigners, under the title of pay, pen- 
ſions, loans, arrears, &. and that the total of all 
theſe ſums, after making ſome deductions, amounted, 
by the computation I made, to near three hundred | 


--_—_ . 


— 


and thirty millions of livres: this calculation 1 


would lay down here, but that I think it will ap 


more properly when 1 ſhall treat of the diſcuhon of be | 


all theſe particulars, 


Heng was a large field diſplayed forthe labours of 


a a ſuperintendant of the finances; but the difficulty 
was, whefe to begin; the exorbitancy of the ſtate- 


debts demanded an neal of the taxes: but the ge- | 


neral poverty, a diminution of the old; and every 


thing being well conſidered; I even foutd it for the | 


intereſt of the prince, that the cries of the public 


miſery ſhould be heard. It is not poſſible to give a 


juſt idea of the dreadful condition to which the pro- 


vinces were redubed, eſpecially thoſe of Dauphiny, 


Provence, Lan uedoe; and Guierine'; the theatres 


of long and bloody wars and outrages,' by which 


they were wholly exhauſted. - I granted, over the 


whole kingdom, a remiſſion of the remainder of the 


ſubſidies of I 596, nen eve yot' to pay® 3 A pro- 


*Together ahh eee KONG for which private 


perſons had. given their bonds to the receivers ↄf the taxes; ſome of 


which bonds, according to le Grain, liy, vii. being ſeven years back 


wards, vere declared null-and void. | 
38 ceeding 
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time to breathe; again, was the loſs of twenty milli-- 
ons to the king; but it facilitated the payment of 
the ſubſidies of; 1597, which had been otherwiſe mo- 
rally impoſſible. 82 | ; ches 


AxrER this relief I endeayo 


KW LEE 
*.3 ö 


being ſtrongly ed, that it could not be the 


ſum of thirty millions, which was raiſed every year 


in a kingdom ſo rich and of ſuch extent as France, 
that could reduce it to the condition I now ſaw it 
in; and that the ſums made up of extortions and 


falſe expences muſt certainly infinitely exceed thoſe 
took the pen, and reſolved to make this immenſe 


calculation. I ſaw, with a horror which gave new- 
force to my zeal, that for theſe thirty millions 


that were given to his majeſty, there were drawn 
from the purſes of in almoſt bluſn to 


ſay it, one hundred and fifty millions &: the thing 


appeared to me ſo incredible that I could not believe 


it, till with great induſtry I convinced myſelf it was 
true. After this, I was no longer ignorant from 
whence the calamity of the people proceeded, at a 
time when, although commerce was interrupted, in- 
duſtry ſtopped or perſecuted, the farms neglected 

t This ſum, exorbitant as it is, will nbt, bowever, -appear hg» 
gerated, if we conſider, that befides the extraordinary expences of le- 
vying it, which were at that time exceſſive, the people had till a 


great number of other impoſitions and exactions to bear. For 
© France would become too rich, ſays cardinal Richelieu, Teft. pol. 


<< part II. c. ix. & 7. and the people be in too flouriſhing a condition, 
if the public money, which other ſtates expend with economy, 
** were not ſquandered with prodigality here. She loſes more, in my 


* opinion, than thoſe kingdoms that pretend to rival her lay out. 


in their ordinary diſburſements,” Upon this he relates a good 
ſaying of a Venetian ambaſſador; to wit, that to render France hap- 


Py, he wiſhed no other, than that fhe knew as well how to expend © 


the money ſhe ſquandered without reaſon, as his republic did not to 


hon one ſingle farthing without occafion and the greateſt good huſ- 


t neceſſity, as, ellas charity and juſtice, 


ured to procure the. 
country people as 7 more favours as I was able, 


2 Vor. II. | Pp 5 hy © and ; 


* 


| | and/ without: dil; 4 W of ech 
diminiſhed in 1122 they had been obliped to 
furniſh a ſum their abilities, Which 
had been forced from N With the utmoſt violence. 
I THEN applied my cares to the authors of this 
oppreſſion, who were the go ernors and other offi- 
-cers of the army, as well as the civil magiſtrates and 


officers of the revenue; who all; even to che mean- 


eſt, abuſed, in an enormous manner; the authority 


their employments gave them over the people: and 


J cauſed an arret of council to be drawn up, by 
_ which they were forbid, under great penalties, to ex- 


Act any thing from the people, upon what title ſo- 


ever, without a warrant in form, beyond what th 
were obliged to on account of their ſthare-of the tail- 


les and other ſubſidies ſettled by the king; the tre- 


ſurers of France being enjoined to give information 
of all contrary practices, on pain eng anſWer- 
able for them themſelves. '" 
Tuts arret was a check to the greedineſs of all 
' theſe petty extortioners, but raiſed a furious reſent- 
ment in them againſt me; and notwithſtanding 
there was ſomething ſhameful in expreſſing it, yet 
many of them made loud complaints of me, as if I 
had inreality ſtripped themof their lawful poſſeſſions. 
The duke d' Epernon was the: firſt who explained 
himſelf on this head, and ventured to come to a quar- 
rel with me about it; the mortification he had ſuf- 
fered had not leflened the fierceneſs and inſolence of 
his temper. The Provencals had often bleſſed the 
moment when he quitted their province: no people 
could be more, miſerable than his vaſſals, and thoſe 
that were too near neighbours to his le- ds; he raiſed 
every year, at their expence, à revenue of above t 
thouſand crowns, 
THE members of the council, to > whom this arret 
gave vs much pain as tothe duke 4 Epernon, informed 
\ kim of the day when it was to be paſſed; and he 
flattered himſelf he mould be able to prevent it. Ac- 


W | 


c 


\ 


eil *; and addreſſing himſelf to me, made a compa- 


* The quatrel which is here ſpoken'of happened an Monday the 
abth of October, 1493, at the chancellor's where the council was 


held. The duke d' Epernon having told M. de Roſny that he was 
not obliged to wait upen him at his houſe, valuing his quality at a 


ce very high rate; the latter made anſwer, with an air of rodomontade, 
© That he was deſcended from one of the oldeſt families in France. 
« Yes; Sir, replied the duke d'Epernon, if you will allow. that 
te thete is ſonie difference betwixt you and me. Having mentioned 
«© his ſword, and taken oecafton to raiſe the profeſſionof arms above 
« all others, M. de Rofny returned, That he likewiſe had à ſword, 
© and knew how to uſe it, To which the duke d' Epernon replied, 
© That he did not doubt that. The chancellor then interpoſing pa- 


« cified them: whereupon they began to talk a little more coolly ; - 


« wher-'M. de Rofny, reſuming the diſcourſe, ſaid to him, Sir, you 
© have treated me as if I were ſome petty tax-gatherer. No, replied 


* the duke d'Epernon, you will find, that I am not come hither to 


give you any opprobrious language. I am not a perſon to be uſed 


% fo;ſays M. de Rofny; interruping him: ſuch treatment I would not 


©« hear from any man alive. I did not intend a affront, ſays M. 
d' Epernon. I am glad, returns M. de Roſny, affecting to take his 


« antagoniſt's laſt words as an apology, that you did not affront me. 


i I gave no body aby affront, replied the duke d' Epernon; and 
« were even that the caſe, I carry about me what will give ſatisfac- 


« tion to perſons of my own rank, and to others according to their 


« ſtations. It was, probably, after theſe laſt words, which were 
very provoking, that both of them clapt their hand to the hilts of 
* their ſwords, The chancellor and the other counſellors had often 
* enterpoſed, and at length parted them.” The $055th volume of 


MSS. de la Bibliot, du Roi, from which I take theſe particulars al- 


moſt. word for word, relates them, with ſome other fimilar circum- 
ſtances, to ſhew the haſty and the proud temper of the duke de Sully : 
and at the ſame time the whole of this account is given us in ſuch a 


manner as is not at all favourable to him. Le Grain has alſo this fact 


in his eye in what I am going quote. But tho" he agrees, that a miniſter 


ought, above all things, to have a great regard for moderation, yet he 


cannot forbear juſtifying M. de Sully: © How was it poſſible, ſays 
he, that he ſhould retrench ſo many penſions and ſalaries of of- 


i ficers who did no ſervice for them, refuſed ſo great a number | 


of perſons that preſſingly claimed and demanded rewards, 


« and have a watchful eye over the many counſels that were given 


the grandees of the kingdom, which counſels he often turned to 


* the king's advantage, and to their great diſſatisfaction, without be- 


ing inveſted with a very extenſive authority, and ſhewing at the 
ſame time a lofty ſupercilious carriage? The king too would have 
te it ſo, to the end that all might be on an equal footing, till he had 


** diſcharged his duty toward his kingdom and enriched it: for 


* which reaſon ſubjects ought not to murmur. And inaſmuch as 


« the king teſtified his * of all M. de Sally's actions, 


2 | ec when 


cordingly he came, and took his ſeat in the cocun- 


's | 


' : 


non, with. great arrogance and contempt, of the 
manner in which he ſupported the honour” of his 


z1ame, with that in which I diſgraced mine, by the 
new trade I had taken up. To this impertinence I 
replied without any equivocation, by-declaring to 
him, that every way I thought myſelf at leaſt his 
equal. This plainneſs threw d'Epernon into a rage, 
inſtead of that inſulting calmneſs he had affected at 
firſt; and he. proceeded to menaces, which I heard 


with no more patience than the reſt. I anſwered 


bim with great ſpirit: hereplied in the ſame manner : 
and, without further explanation, each of us laid 
His hand on his ſword, If the perſons who were 


preſent had not thrown themſelves. between us, and 


forced us to go out of the council at oppoſite doors, 
4 very uncommon, ſcene would have been acted in 


the place where this debate happened. Our quarrel 
being related to the king, who was then at Fontaine- 
bleau, his majeſty was ſo well pleaſed with the zeal 


which on this occaſion I ſhewed for juſtice, that he 
wrote to me that ſame hour with his own hand, and 
praiſing my conduct, offered to be, my ſecond againſt 
d'Epernon, to whom he ſaid he would ſpeak in ſuch 
a manner, as to prevent him for the future from giv- 


„ 


ing me any more inſults of that kind. D*Epernon, 


perceiving the king was greatly offended with him 
for this proceeding, aſked my pardon in the preſence 
. of his majeſty, who obliged us to embrace each other. 
_ Bes1DEs theſe revenues which the princes. of the 
blood, with the king's ſiſter at their head, and the 


de when his majeſty declared to ſome of the great ones that wanted to 


* quarrel with him, that he himſelf would be his fecond; we are 


not at liberty to canvaſs ſuch proceedings, nor injure his majeſty's 
memory after his death, nor the duke de Sully's honour during his 
« life, ſeeing he acted nothing but for the ſervice of his maſter, --- 
«© God grant,“ adds this writer, after ſhewing the wiſdom and neceſ- 
fity of the king's conduct, and that of his miniſter, ** that this trea- 
« ſure may be preſerved with the ſame care that it has been acquired.“ 
Liv, vii, I thought this remark neceſſary to be made, as in the ſequel 
of theſe Memoirs- I ſhall adduce a great many other examples, like 


the diſpute we have juſt now ſeen mentioned. 


| blood, 
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officers of the crown had contrived for themſelves, 

the people were farther rap 0 25 the manner 
1 


of their collecting the revenues. There was not 
one of theſe perſons who was not æ penſioner of the 


king, under the title of their employments, rewatds, 


gratuities, or treaties made with his majeſty on their 

returning to their obedience to him; and, by an ef- 
fect of the licentiouſneſs of the paſt times, it was cuſ- 

tomary for theſe officers, inſtead of addreſſing them- 
felves to the treaſurer of the exchequer for the pay- 
ment of their penſions, to pay themſelves out of the 
produce of the farms upon which they had affignments; 

ſome upon the tailles, ſome on the exciſe, others 
upon foreign commodities, the crown lands, five 
large farms, eſcheats, tolls of rivers, comptables de 
Bourdeaux, patents of Languedoc, Provence, &c.. 
'The king had no other means of paying more con- 
fiderable debts which he had contracted with foreign 
Aber namely, the king of England, and the count _ 

alatine, the duke of Wirtemberg, the duke of 

Florence, the Swiſs Cantons, the republic of Venice, 
and the city of Straſbourg. His majeſty paid in the 
fame manner thoſe penſions that policy required he 


| ſhould allow foreign princes and communities; for 


France always has made herſelf a voluntary debtor 
to all Europe: from whence it happened, that all 
theſe different creditors ſet up new farms for their 
profit, in the midſt of the king's ; they had their 
eommiſſaries and accountants among thoſe of his 
N and who applied themſelves with equal in= _ 
ry to pillage the people. Certainly there never 
was a more dangerous, and at the fame time a more / 
ſhameful abuſe, that every one, and particularly 
foreigners, ſhould be thus faffered to concern them 
felves with revenues of the ſtate; and monopo- 
liſers of all nations multiply uſuries and extor- 
tions in the moſt audacious manner *, and, witlt 


* This abuſe muſt have drawn after it ſome conſequences of ſa, 
ruinous a nature, that we cannot too much blefs the memory of him 
| b P 3 | wha» 
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impunity, arrogate to themſelves part of the royal 
Norhixd ſeemed to me more neceſſary than to 

ſtrike ſuddenly at the root of this evil, by a ſecond 
declaration; in which all the foreigners, and natives, 
princes of the blood, and other officers, were for- 
bidden, on pretence of any claim, title, or debt what- 
ever, to levy money upon the farms, and other re- 
venues of the ſtate; and were enjoined to apply to 
the exchequer only, for the payment of their pen- 
ſions, arrears, &c. ſaw, unmoved, the ſtorm which 
ſuch a declaration could not fail of raiſing againſt 
me : in effect, the arret was no ſooner publiſhed, 
than every place reſounded, with the clamours of 
the lords, and chief gatherers of taxes; from whole 
complaints and exclamations, it ſhould ſeem that 
they had been reduced to beggary, when they were 
only brought back to the conditions of their original 
agreement, and had their payments transferred ta 
different funds. The king, who had great ſenſibility 
in his temper, was moved at theſe complaints, and 
could not ſuppoſe them to be ſo unreaſonable as they 
were; he was apprehenſive that my zeal had pro- 
bably carried me to commit ſome imprudence; he 
therefore ſent for me, and as ſoon as J approached, 
* Ah! friend, ſaid he to me, what have you done?“ 
Ix was not difficult for me to conyince his ma- 
jeſty, that I had acted upon principles of juſtice and 
_ regularity z that it was not fit his finances ſhould. 
have any longer fo many maſters, nor- ſo many dif- 
ferent mortgages; that the farms would produce 
him an income twice as great, as ſoon as their value 
ſhould be raiſed by being in his hands, and that this 
profit had not before accrued to the different proprie- 
tors, but to their agents and clerks ; and laſtly, that 


who had the courage to charge himſelf with the public odium, en- 
tirely to extirpate it; inſtead of accuſing him of a haughty behavi- 
our and ftern temper, without which it would have keen impoſſible 
for him to have accompliſhed it. 3 

| | whenever 
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whenever this was done, it was not depriving them 

of What was their own, but taking away profits 

which they had no right to. The king comprehend- 

ed the Þ uſtneſs. of this proceeding, but be was per- 
aut 


plexed the diſcontent he muſt neceſſaril give 
to Sir Thomas Edmonds, agent to the queen of Eng- 
land; a certain German, factor to the duke of 
Wirtemberg; Gondy, farmer to the duke of Flo- 
rence; and laſtly, the conſtable, his godfather; the 
moſt diſtiaguiſhed perſons. in his court; and his 
own ſiſter. 
IINTREATED his m gelty to ſend far fas of 
them, to whom I might ſpeak in his preſence. The 
conſtable was but juſt gone out of his apartment: 
he was called back: © Well, godfather, ſaid the 
+ 46 Roß; to him, what e have you 
& Roſny.?” -& complain, ſays he, that Ne han 
4 8 15 ner the level with * common people, 
me a poor little aſſignment which 
« 1 bad N upon a tax, of which nothing 
& ever came to you.” I anſwered the conſtable. 
with great civility, that I ſhould be the firſt to ac- 
| ee ſelf guilty, if it had been my deſign 
that he Thould loſe any thing, I aſked him hat 
profit he made of this i mga ry td well that he 
was one of theſe perſons from whom the contractors 
exacted the higheſt price for their ſervices. Monſieur 
de Montmorency anſwered my queſtion; and I aſ- 
- ſured him, that he might KEN. eing paid the 
whole ſum. Tis well, ſaid he, 3 Ws will pro- 
< miſe me that I ſhall be paid exactly as I now am?“ 
„ will, replied I, and. will give heck his majeſty 
6e for ſecurity, who ſhall never turn bankrapt, 2 
, cc miſe you, at leaſt if he ſuffers me to man 
wh bis revenues as I propoſe to do; and I will 


« counter-ſccurity to him, becauſe Lex pect, that if 3 oe, 


<« make him rich, he will be fo. kind to me that f 
or n en | Y 
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was pleaſed with my anſwer, and ſincerely approved 
my” ſentiments ; he even confeſſed to me, that he 
bad let out the impoſt in queſtion for only nine thou- 
fand*crowns a year, out of which he was obliged to 
give two thouſand to the treaſurer. “ All this J 
* know, replied I, and Iam reſolved to give you the 

5 nine thouſand crowns entire; yet the king ſhall” 
c have eighteen thoufand; and there will ſtill re- 
& main four thouſand for me.“ The conſtable 
Was amazed; he wes not willing tb own he had 
been ſo greatly impoſed upon; while the king in the 
mean time laughed heartily. .' However, the next 
day I brought a perſon to his majeſty, who in' his 
preſence took this farm at fifty thouſand crowns, in 
the name of the ſtates of Languedoc. The king of- 
fered to aſſign me, upon this ſum, the four thouſand 
crowns, which I had only propoſed in jeſt. I re- 
fuſed it, and told his majeſty, that the diſorder in the 
finances, which I was endeavouring to remedy 
having moſtly proceeded from the eaſy temper of , 
the deceaſed king, in appropriating his farms to the 
monde he beſtowed on thoſe about him, as well 

nanciers as others, they would infallibly fall again 
into the fame inconveniency, if it was not made a 
cuſtom for men of buſineſs, who ſerved his majeſty 
uſefully, to receive | their rewards only from his 
hands. The king agreed that I was in the right, 
and I loſt nothing by it; for having procured twelve 
thouſand crowns to be advanced upon this farm, 
he ſent Beringhen with a preſent of four. thouſand 
to me. FORTY F 4 75 

I sATISFIED all thoſe perſons who were in the 

ſame ſituation as the conſtable; and, indeed, what 
could be more reaſonable, than that his T7 ge, 
ſhould himſelf receive his own revenues ! As for all 
the reſt, whoſe intereſt made them deaf to arguments 
ſo convincing, I gave myſelf no more trouble about 
them. By this article, the revenues of the crown 
had an addition of fixty thoufand crowns, © © + | 

Oy. 7 Tuts 
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| Tris trouble was flight, compared with that. 
which I found in laying open the tricks of the 
traders :. the moſt likely means I could think of to 
accompliſh it, was to procure ſuch a general and! 
exact account of the finances as I have mentioned; 
but here lay the difficulty: I was not ſatisfied with 
that which I drew up, as has been obſerved, in the 
year 1596 for 1597 ; nor even for the year follow- 
ing, altho' it was much more exact than the others, 
becauſe I was under a neceſſity of regulating my 
calculations according to the reports, and by the 
accounts of the intendants and treaſurers; from all 
whom, without exception, notwithſtanding the cau- 
tion I uſed: in chuſing them for this purpoſe, I had 
reaſon to expect artifice and fraud. I therefore 
went to work again this year: I collected all the 
commiſſions of tailles ſent to ſeveral diſtricts, and all 
the edicts by which money was raiſed throughout 
the kingdom: to theſe I joined the tariffs made in: 
conſequence of theſe edicts, and the leaſes and un- 
der · leaſes granted by the council to the firſt and ſe- 
cond farmers : I compared all theſe pieces according 
tothe knowledge which my former work had afford- 
ed me in this matter: and at laſt-I thought that I had 
come for once to the bottom of the buſineſs there 
were ſome abuſes in the ordinary commiſſions of the 
tailles, theſe, however, were the leaſt; there were 
much greater in the extraordinary commiſſions grant- 
ed before- hand for the enſuing year; but the chief 
enormities appeared to ariſe from the under-leaſes: 
the farmers that took them from the council, and 
the treaſurers of France, whom the farmers employ- 
ed, fingered twice as much as had been aſſigned 
them ; and as theſe farmer-generals granted under- 
leaſes of under-leaſes, the ſeries of under-leaſes pro- 
ceeding without end, produced a multiplication off 
charges, endleſs likewiſe, and afforded no other ad- 
vantage than that of maintaining in profuſion thoſe 
who. did nothing to deſerve it; firſt, the gentlemes. 
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of the council, then the farmers, and the reft of the 


* ſubordination, who kept the trade a profound ſecret 
into which they had been once initiated. 7 


I was tranſported at this diſcovery z and by the 
puthority of the king, to whom I had told it, I ſtopt 
the produce of the tailles paid upon extraordinary 


commiſſions, and, without having any regard to 


them, ſent word to the receivers, that they ſhould 
account for it as for any other money, and ſhould im- 
mediately remit it. I annulled for ever the under- 


| leaſes; and ordered, that for the future every part 


of the revenue ſhould have only one farmer and one 
receiver. Great were the clamours on this occaſion 
but the moſt diſcreet among the farmers, knowing 
that theſe murmurs only ſerved to make. them 
to be taken notice of, and finding that by the ſup- 
preſſion of a great part of the contraCtors, places 
were likely to become ſcarce, came in haſte to look 
for me, and took the fame farms again upon their 
own account; with this difference, that their profit 
came to the king, the value of the farms being 
doubled g. | | | | 

In proportion as my work was improved by my 
experience, I brought my general ſtate of the revenues. 
towards perfection; it then came into my mind ta 
go on no longer by the forms of accounts, ſuch as 


the receivers had drawn upon themſelves, but to. 


ſend them ſome contrived by myſelf; in which 1 
endeavoured to have every thing clear, and drawn 
up to the minuteſt particular, When they were 


J Tho? we are more and more convinced of the juſtice of this, to 


wit, that the king ſhoyld take for his advantage all poſſible ſhare in 


the profits of his farms and other revenues; yet we find, it ſeems, 
and that with ſome ground of reaſon, that fince the duke of Sully's: 


time, there has not been. made, in this reſpeR, all that progreſs which. 


Bis views, and the great care he took, had apparently given hopes to 
expect. We ſhall have occafion to enter into this matter at ſome 
great length, when our author comes to ſpeak. of the farming of 


the 7zailles, and other impoſts, which is the true caſe of all the difficul-. 
ties that are to be met with in attaining to the end he propoſed, and 


which all che miniſters after him have endeavoured to reach at. 


3 eturned 
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W 
returned to my hands. I examined them over again 


with the accuracy, -noting the lighteſt inad+- 

vertance or omiſſion ; ſo that there was ſoon nothing; 
at all left out, even in the leaſt and, matt obſcure: 
parts of the revenue, becauſe every thing was to 
be juſtified by the writings which I ordered to be 
brought along with it, and which I compared with 


the utmoſt attention. Thus I blew, up all the mines 


of the receivers, which were very numerous, ſuch as, 
pretended differences, bad money, drawbacks, im- 
munities, privileges of office, payments of rent, 
charge of ria fees to judges, and coſts of audit- 
ing accounts z all theſe, and more, were very commo=+ 
diouſly uſed to the advantage of the commiſſioners, 
becauſe nobody bad given himſelf the pain to rate, 


according to their real value, all thoſe particulars. 
which, being thus ſwelled: beyond their bulk, ſwal-. 
lowed up a great part of the ſum received; and the 


people of the council, ha ought to have examined 
them, knew the advantage of this jargon... So little 
care was taken of the accounts of the receivers, 
that a man often. quitted-his employment, charged. 
with vaſt ſums of arrears, which afterwards ſunk in- 
to oblivion.. I put an end to this cuſtom :. I obliged: 
thoſe who came into office. to. enquire after the men 
that had gone before them, and uſed the only me- 
thod that could have any effect upon them. As. 
long as any. arrears remained, they had no other 
fund for their ſalaries and allowance. They then 
knew very well how to hinder theſe little bankrupt- 
2 of favouring them as they had hithertas i: 
one. 5 ö e 

SEVERAL, paymaſters, and particularly thoſe of the 
chamber of accounts, upon whom aſſignments are- 
moſt frequently granted, had the ingenuity, to con- 
trive ways of tiring out thoſe who brought the aſ- 
ſignments, by frequent delays, till tbey were content: 
to take part of the money 1 them, and to give 
an acquittance for the whole. I ordered that na. 
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to an incredible degree. From this time we had a 


2 were indeed a 


0 che finances this, no doubtz is the book our author means here. 
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payment ſhould be kept back; and that no mo- 


ney ſhould be taken for prompt payment. This 


prohibition put an end to all the acceunts of the re- 


payment of money payable by the precepts of the 


chamber, and to the multiplicity both of accounts 
which the king's money was ſtolen 
elear inſight into the finances, and confuſion was at 
and, man fo ry Holy 339; 2015 
Wurx the general tate, of which I have been 
fpeaking, with the regulations and different models 
were drawn up, I went to read them before the 
council, in the king's abſence.” I eaſily perceived 
that my collegues were offended at my diligence, 
and at my neglecting to deſire their affiſtance in wy 
work. owever, they contented themſelves with: 
anſwering me'drily, and in a jeſting manner, that my 
fecretaries had an eaſy time of it with me: theſe pa- 
| E unten with my own hand *. 
ut as ſoon as I had left them, they acknowledged 
that my labour had been infinitely great and exact; 
and that it would be in vain for the future to pretend 
to hide any thing from me. Two days after, when 
his majeſty was preſent in the eouneil, Tread theſe 
Papers again: upon which he aſked them their opi- 
nions of my accounts. They allowed them to be 
very right, and faid, that for a foldierT was extreme- 
Iy expert in buſineſs. I know not whether it was 


they who were the authors of a piece of ſlander that 
was current about that time, namely, that I had em- 


ployed 4 Du-Luat to write a book, in whieh, under 


a The preſent dulee of Sully, preſerves as 2 choice curiolity, a great 
part of theſe manuſcripts, with many other originals of M. de Roſ- 
ny's, which he. takes pleaſure to ſhew to ſuch as viſit him : he Jooks 


upon them as one of the principal ornaments of the muſeum which 


his taſte for the ſeiences induces him to augment daily; and theſe 
are, in fact, ſo many glorious monuments of his illuſtrious family. 

+ Ange Cape}, the ſieur Du-Luat, There is mention made in 
vol. 38778 des Manuſcripts de la Bibliot, du Roi, of a book in which 
br gives may uſeful hints to the members of the council with regard 


Dus. 
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pretence of giving a new view of the finances, 1 
railed without charity or reſerve, at his majeſty's. 
beſt ſervants. The king affured me, that all the _ 


endeavours of my enemies ſhould never alter his 


friendſhip for me. In effect, his majeſty, from that 


moment, behaved to me in ſuch a manner, as to 
make me look upon him rather as'a friend than a 


maſter; he intereſted himſelf in all my concerns; 


ſhared in all my joys, and bore a part of every afflic- 


tion. : 


I sH0VLD be doubly-ungratefal if T concealed the 
obligations I received from this prince: with regard 
p- 


to the finances, they were not confined to the 


porting all my proceedings with the utmoſt reſolu- 


tion (as it happened when the mayor and aldermen 
of Paris refufed to communicate their accounts to me, 


under pretence that they had no connection with 


the council: of the finances) nor in preventing all 


my deſires, or with the gentleſt goodneſs conſoling 


me under difficulties, as he generally did, by propo- 
ſing himſelf for an example; his knowledge and his 
advice, eſpecially in relation to the finances, had of 
ten been of great uſe to me; and I candidly confeſs, 
that without it I ſhould have in vain attempted-an 
enterprize ſo. difficult as a- reformation: in them 
molt part of my deſigns were hinted by him+ ; and 
I. keep, with the greateſt care, whole memorials 
written, although-very long, with his own hand, up- 
on ſubjects which equally employed us both. b 
AFTER this I ought to own, with the ſame ſince- 
rity, - that moſt of theſe praiſes which were given to 
the adminiſtration of affairs in. the reign of Hens 
ry IV. ought with juſtice to revert to him. Others 
Du-Luat is. repreſented to us in the Remarks on chap. ix. de la Con- 
feſſion de Sancy, as a quick, ready, and agreeable flatterer, who in a 
manner bewitched the duke de Sully, his maſter, with a genealogy, in 
which he derived his pedegree from the houſe of Courtenay. Jour- 
nal du regne de Henry III. printed in 1720, tom. II. p. 47. 
F M. de Perefixe, p. 225. likewiſe aſſures us, that Henry IV. had 
$brovghly ſtudied the ſubject of the finance. 
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would have ſerved him with equal abilities and as 
much fidelity as me; for it never-happens that good 
 ſubjeRts. abandon their king; it is the king who. 
abandons good ſubjects. The great difficulty will 
ever be, to meet with a prince, who in a miniſtey 
capable of managing his affairs, ſeeks. not for one 
who will comply with all his inclinations, and ſooth 
all his. paſſions z. who uniting great wiſdom to great 
penetration, calls none to thoſe employments but 
perſons whom he knows to have as much rectitude 
as capacity; in a word, who. being poſſeſſed of great 
abilities himſelf, has not the weakneſs to envy that 
advantage in another. This jealouſy of merit in a 
ſovereign, which ſuppoſes; however, that he is him- 
ſelf maſter of ſome degree of it, creates in one ſenſe 
more diſorders in a q ey than the hatred he ig 
= known to have of particular vices. can do good. 
ty WIN I quitted Brittany I left there regulations. 
for the finances, differing according to the nature and 
privileges of that province; and afterwards ſent 
thither the ſieur de Maupeou, maſter of accounts, 
as well to enforce the obſervation of them, and raiſe 
the value of the farms in that province; as to haſten. 
the payment of the money for which I had fettled a 
fund. I likewiſe ſent, for the ſame purpoſe, Coeſ- 
nard, auditor of accounts, to Poictou, and Bizouz 
to Champaigne. I appointed Champigny over the 
toll of the rivers in the diſtrict of Orleans and Tou- 
raine. But for this time I have ſaid enough of ths 
I wil now proceed to incidents of another kind, 
which by their ſingularity rendered this year remark- 
able. It is yet a queſtion, of what nature that illu- 
ſion might be which was ſeen ſo often, and by ſo 
many perſons, in the foreſt of Fontainebleau: it was 
| ſpectre *, ſurrounded with a pack of hounds, whoſe 
v Perefixe "mentions this apparition, and makes it ſpeak with a 


hoarſe and frightful voice, theſe words, MA attendez; vous, or M entende 
waus, or Amerdezs vous, He aſcribes theſe viſions to the deluſive * > | 


/ 
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Cries were heard, and who were feen at à diſtance, 
but. .vaniſhed when any one approached near to it. 
A whale was taken on the coaſt of Holland, eighty 
feet in length+. The Tiber overflowed in fuch a 
manner as to throw down a great number of houſes, 
and laid part of the city of Rome under water. A 
report was ſpread in Europe, that the Jews thro ha- 
tred of the chriſtians, had offered the grand ſignior 
five hundred thouſand ducats to deſtray the holy ſe- 
pulchoe.ae-Jerufaled =o ny nyt my 

But the moſt intereſting event, and with which 
this year was cloſed, was the death of Philip Fi 
king of Spain, after ſuffering, for the ſpace of eight 
or nine months, ſuch agonizing * torments, as a 
principle of piety only could have enabled him to ſup- 


of ſorcerers or evil ſpirits, ibid: part IH. See libewiſe journal de . 
Henry IV- and La Chronologie Septennarie, ann. 1599, where it is 
ſaid, that the king and his court, who laughed at this apparition as a 
fable, ſaw it one day diſtinctly among the buſhes, in the ſhape of 
a tall black man; which ſo. frightened them, that the beſt was he 
that could ſhew the lighteſt pair of heels. _ P. Matthieu aſſures us, 
tom, II. p. 268, that one day, at Fontainebleau, the duke of Sully, 
having heard the noiſe of it, came down, imagining it was the 
ſtamping of the king's horſes, after his return from hunting. Bon- 
gars, epiſt. 184. ad 3 tells us, with an air of gravity; that this 
was the ghoſt of an huntſman that had been killed in that foreſt in 
the time of Francis I, - ; 4 EN EE 
Þ+ See the deſcription. of this monſtrous fiſh in the Chrqnolagie Sep- 
tennaire, p. 17. and the account of this overflowing of the Tiber, in 
cardinal Hofes letters, p. 365. © It was greater (ſays he) than 
« any recorded in hiſtory ; ſo that the whole plain on which ſtands the 
« city of Rome was under water a pike's height in the fixeets 
and houſes; and that not one among a hundred. eould go to hear 
pe maſs. on Chriſtmas-day, This inundation did ineſtimable da- 
e.“ | a | $44 
„ For two and twenty days together there was, ſays Perefi Sj - 
* flux of blood from all the veſſels of his 249, and a little: before 
& his death * that broke in his b from which there 
<. contindally iſſued ſo. great a ſwarm of vermin, that all the care of 
„ his attendants could not deſtroy-them.”” Ibid, M. de Thou, liv 
exx. adds to this a.dyſentery, teneſmus, dropſy, &. and. he gives as 
moving a deſcription of the deplorable condition of this prince, as of 
his patience: and religious ſentiments under it, Matthieu ſays, that 
he had no leſs than ſeven fiſtulas om two fingers of his right hand ; and 
he aſcribes this terrible diſeaſe to the debaucheries of his youth, . He 


5 
* 


PAL 
- _ - ——— = 


* 


port with that patience he ſhewed for: ſo long a time: 


| however, this heroiſm of his was. quite loſt upon the 
vulgar. When they reflected, that thro” his avarice 
| 

| 


and ambition he had. almoſt drowned the new world 
with the blood of its miſerable inhabitants, and or: . 
his own ſubjects exerciſed equal cruelties, except 
taking away their lives, they looked upon thoſe in- 
fectious ulcers: with which his whole body was co- 
vered, to be not ſo much a. natural accident, as the 
effect of divine vengeance. He left. a will behind 
him, which, in my opinion, is too curious a piece to 
be paſſed. over in ſilence; it is not certainly known 
whether he dictated it in his illneſs, and gave it 
- with his own hand to his ſon, or whether it was. 
il found after his death, with his other private papers, 
in the box that he had put into the hands of Chriſ- 
 - topherde Mora, his favourite; but this circumſtance; 
of ſmall importance in itſelf, is likewiſe of no conſe- 
quence towards proving the authenticity of this piece, 
which is clear from any others. The copy that fell 
into my-hands was ſent me by the ſame perſon who 
ſent one to the king; this was Bongars, his-majeſty's. 
agent to the proteſtants in Germany, who had is. 
from the landgrave of Heſſe, and that prince from the 
Cities of Venice and Genoa; and it is in every reſ- 
pet ſo exactly conformable to thoſe which were 
ſent into different places, that. it, removes all doubt 
of its being forged by ſome of his.catholic majeſty's 
enemies +. R | 
Ix this piece Philip begins with a candid enume- 
ration of all the faults he had committed; and places 


F Notwithſtanding what M. de Sully ſays here, the piece which 
in his Memoirs is intituled, Teſtament du Roi d' Eſpagne, is neither 
the genuine latter will of that prince, nor even a faithful extract of it; 
which may eaſily be diſcovered, by comparing it with the particular 
and circumſtantial one which M. de Thou gives us, hv. 120. But 
it might happen that this writing, which was likewiſe called Inftruc- 
tion du Roi d Eſpagne d ſon fili, might really have been a ſecret, and have 
nothing more in common with the will and teſtament of this prince, 
than its being drawn, as is evident, in the ſame ſpirit, and in con- 
formity to the ſame maxims, without the precautipn that is common- 
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at their head his chimerical ſaheme of univerſal mo- 
narchy, the abſurdity of which he earneſtiy endea- 
yours, to make his ſucceſſor ſenſible of, by his: ex 
ample, and dy that of Charles V. his father, whoſe 
inſtructions he adds to his on, altho' he confeſſes 
he had not profited by them. To this will he joins the 
memoirs which had been left him by that emperor *, 
to the end that Philip III. might always keep them 
together. The emperor Charles V. being in the 
flower of his age, and of a healthy and vigorous 
conſtitution, maſter of Spain and Germany, covered 
with glory and elated with ſucceſs; formed the de- 
ſign of ſubduing the Infidels, and reuniting all the 

. powers of Europe, as well as all the religions, to his. 
| After many, years ſpent in fruitleſs: attempts, he qui 
ted his crovvn, and with it all his chimerical proj 1 
Philip II. his ſon ſuffered himſelf to be taken in t Rn. 
ſame ſnare, and ſucceeded ſtill worſe, which he wa 
deſirous his ſucceſſor ſhould know. The difference | 
of religions; laws and manners among the Europe- 
ans; their almoſt equal knowlędge of the art of 
war, the great number of ſtrong cities with which 
Europe is bled, and which made as many long and 
painful ſieges neceſſary ; the inconſtancy of the ſeve- 
ral nations, Who are always ready to obey the firſt 
comer, who offers to aſſiſt them in repelling a domi- 
nation which it had taken — to eſta» 
bliſh; all theſe, Philip-repreſented as unſurmount- 
able obſtacles to ſo great a deſign, + - : S536 
.He acknowledges that he had not been always of 
the ſame. opinion; that the impetuoſity of youth 
had prevented him from making thoſe prudent re- 
flections at firſt, and that afterwards two great vic- 
tories, and the diviſions which tore the kingdom of 
ly uſed in writings deſigned to be made public. As to the ſubſtance 
thereof, it is given in the Chronologie Septennaire, in the ſame man- 
ner as in theſe Memoirs, only ina different ſtyle and order. 
T 
ſhewn in that of Charles Kw. * W n ne 


France 
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France to pieces contributed to continue his infutu- 


ation, and to make bim reject with diſdain all the 


offers that had made been made him for an advanta- 


gequs peace. And as he thought he had reaſon to 
fear that his ſon would not make a better uſe of his 


underſtanding, it was by a declaration of all that a 


ridiculous ambition had made him een ern 


10 that he ſought to cure him. 


Hx therefore acknowledges as a fault, bis win 


endeavoured to get himſelf declared emperor of all 


the new world; he accuſes himſelf of a defign to. 


- that theſe intrigue 
Hons of ducats + 3 a proof of which, he tells his ſon, 


invade: Italy upon frivolous pretenees; to conquer 


the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, a projet 
which in fix years had coſt him twenty millions in 
ions only for a fleet with which he expected 


| | 40 overyhelm this power: this was the fleet called 


the Invincible: Armado, which, however, was re- 


Aueed to nothing, at one ſtroke, in 1588, as ſoon as 
it ſet out; to bring the Low Counties into ſubjee- 

tion; to * — monarchy, by tak- 
ing advantage of the weakneſs of the laſt king, and 


prevailing upon his ſubjects, eſpecially the Sele 
aſtics, to r ee on 


uncle Ferdinand, and Maxicailian, kin ing of the Ro- 
mans, his nephew 4, of the empire. obſerves, 
coſt him above ſix hundred mil- 


he would find in the accounts which he left in his 
cabinet, drawn up and written by himſelf. He 


_ blames himſelf leſs for his profuſion of money, than 


that of human blood, which he cauſed to be ſhed : 


and indeed the confeſion he makes, that he had ſa- 


erificed twenty millions of men to kis luſt of domi- 


1 * Philip II. was called, The devil of the ſouth, . neridia- 
« zym, becauſe he troubled all Europe, in the ſouth of which Spain 
4 lies. Notes ſur la Henriade, 

＋ P. Matthieu ſays, that the Indies yielded to the king of Spain. 
two hundred and fixty millions of gold inthe ſpace of ſixty- four years ; 
and that he might have conquered all Turkey with that treafure only 


3 he ſpent in Flanders, Tom, II. l. n. p- 266. 


nion, 


ene 1 | L F 
nion, and laid more waſte, than all thoſe. 
he · poſſeſſed in Europe, is enough to raiſe horror i in 
every mind not wholly diveſted of humanity. ' - 

War has been the effect of all this "Phis:is 
the reflection which he-propoſes to his ſon. Provi- 
dence, as if it had thought itſelf concerned to pre- 
vent ſuch wicked deſigns from ſu , cauſed him 
to loſe Germany, by the jealouſy and hatred of his 
own relations; England, by the winds and ftorms; . 
Ireland, by the treachery of its inhabitants, whom 
its great diſtance ſecured from his reſentment; France, 
by the inſtability of the people, and their averſion to 

a foreign domination f, and laſily, by the great qua · 
lities of their king. 
he had made, and the torrents 2 blood that þ 
been hed, procured him no other advantage tian 
the — of the Jutls Sons betete 
his dominions. 

AFTER this, Philip miden mare, ! pl 
eation of theſe inftructions to the n and ſituation 
of the heir to his throne ; and reduced to the following 

articles the politics from which no king of Spain 
ought ever to depart, and Philip III. 161 than any 
other, on account of his tender age: theſe articles 
were, firſt; To maintain with France the peace which 
Philip II. himſelf hoped to have eonghided bet before his 
death, and this as well in confideration of his own 
| Intereſt and _ as out of regard to his people 2 


In the genuine "latter will of Philip N. is an article wich regard 
to Henry IV. the omiſſion of which in our Memoirs is ſufficient ta 
prove, that the piece to which this name is given is ſuppoſititious 
and that is, That this prince being troubled with ſtrong remorſe ellen 
| ſcience for the uſurpation of the kingdom of Navarre, recommends to 
his ſon what had been before recommended to him his father, 
namely, to cauſe this point to be carefully examined by the moſt a 
lawyers, in order to reſtore the crown. to its achte owner, if it 
mould come out ſo, according to equity. Charles V. had faid ay 
much to Philip 1I. and Ferdinand and Ifabel to Charles V . 

In this manner to = the executing of a-diſpoſition known ta be 


to a ſucceſſor who, one might be aſſured, wo no regard 
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To keep up a good correſpondence with the pope, 
and to ſtrengthen it by having always a great many 


cardinals in his iter To be upon frien terms, | 


with the emperor and his family; nevertheleſs, not 


to ſuffer. the penſions to paſs through his hands, 


which his intereſt required he ſhould continue to the 


electors, princes, and prelates of Germany, in order 
to keep them always attached to him by thoſe lar- 


ſſes; at the ſame time to take care to foment divi- 
ons amongſt them, which would afford him the 


means of turning to his advantage thoſe opportu- 


nities' that time might produce ſor acquiring the 


empire: To be more vigilant on the ſide of Ger- 
many, as there is a greater multiplicity of intereſts 


ingthe northern countries than in any other place. 
Poland, Denmark, and Sweden, were powers from 
which he thought there was little to be apprehend- 
ed; the firſt, not only on account of its diſtance, 
but becauſe the policy of the princes its neighbours, 
as well as its on, being miſtaken, made the king 


of Poland rather the miniſter than the maſter of his 
ſubjects: the two others, by reaſon of their diſtance 


likewiſe, joined to their poverty and unſkilfulneſs in 
war, were as little to be feared. He took care not 
to ſay the ſame with regard to France, England, and 
Flanders, which he conſidered as powers very for- 
midable to Spain, and againſt which he recommend- 
ed ĩt to his ſon, to be always upon his guard, | 

Wir reſpect to England *, his advice was, to 
neglect nothing to prevent the three crowns which 


compriſe the Britannic iſles from being placed on the 


ſame head; an event which this able politician, from 
a ſpirit of prediction, mentioned as very near; and 
for that purpoſe not to regret the money which was 
diſtributed in thoſe iſlands to make partiſans, and to 
continue filling them with ſpies, but of another ſort 


I They alſo make him ſay at the point of death when ſpeaking of 
England, Pacem cum Anglo, bellum cum reliquis, „Peace with the 
« Engliſh, and war with all the reſt of the world. 4 we 
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from thoſe that were then there, whoſe fidelity Phi- 
lip II. thought he had'reaſon to ſuſpect. To eulti- 
vate carefully thoſe diviſions which a diverſity of re- 
ligions might produce in that ſtate, as well as in 
France: he conſidered thoſe which the league ave 
riſe to amongſt us as things now ſtale and uſeleſs, 
ſince we had a king of Henry's capacity: but to give 
occaſion for many other civil dĩſcords in each of thoſe 
two ſtates, and eſpecially ſuch as might keep them in 
war againſt each other, or at leaſt in diſtruſt and fuſ- _ 
icion, which might be done, by favouring the preten- 
ions of one upon the other, to which their mutual 
hatred naturally incited them. To conſider as the 
eateſt misfortune imaginable, that ſtroke Which 
mould join the United Provinces, and thoſe two powers 
already united amongſt themſelves, in one common 
intereſt; ſince from thence muſt naturally reſult a 
wer capable, ſays he, of ſubjecting ſea and land. 
o find means to exclude all the princes of Europe 
from the navigation of the two Indies, an attempt 
which could meet with no obſtructions but from 
thoſe three powers; and leſs from France than the 
two others, becauſe ſhe had no marine; a new mo- 
tive for gaining poſſeſſion of the Low Countries, and 
yet more of England. eee ee 
HowEVER, amidſt all theſe counſels that Philip 
gave his ſucceſſor, he never adviſed him to enter in- 
to any war, not even with the rebels in the Lo. 
Countries, but earneſtly diſſuaded him from it. The 
conduct he recommended to be obſerved with the 
Provinces was, to grant a general pardon there 312 
require nothing of the people but that they ſhould . 
acknowledge the Spaniſh authority; to watch the 
behaviour of the governors, miniſters, . and officers, 
that were maintained there,; not to continue them 
too long, nor to give them a too abſolute power, be- 
cauſe they would be the perſons whom they would 
have the moſt reaſon to fear, if ever they entertained 
a deſign of heading the party. ee 
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Ir, however, Spain ebuld not avoid engaging in 
a War, Philip was not willing that his fuecefſor 
ſhould be deprived df that — which expe- 
tience had given him in that re He appriſed 
him, that if he propoſed not to fink under it, hne 
muſt not undertake a war but in ſuch favourable 
opportunities as might, from time to time, preſent 
themfelves, ſuch as, changes in the government, civil 
diſſentions, faults, or neceffities of the ſovereigns 

&c. | This maxim of Philip, that a prince ſhoul 


Th make himſelf acquainted even with the moſt 


1 
4 1 

3 vantage 
1 


= their realms, ſhould ſtudy to govern each accordin 


cular inclinations of the-princes his neighbours, is 
ſo true, and of ſuch vaſt importance, that no © 
ſhould ever happen in the ſtates about him, but what 
he ſhould be prepared for, and in Feadineſs to take 
of that inſtant. , He concluded this article 
by ſhewing the new king, that he is anſwerable for 
his — the tribunal of a God who judges wars, 
and, unhappily, not by the fame rules which war- 
like princes lay down for themſelves, 
AFTER theſe maxims, which regarded only the 
ernment abroad, Philip proceeded to thoſe hich 
thought neceſſary for the government at home; 
He held it juſt, that a king of Spain, having nations 
under his command, between whoſe cuſtoms and 
manners there was as great a difference as diſtance in 


to their reſpective character, and all with gentleneſs 
and moderation. That he ſhould be acquainted with 
the talents and diſpoſitions of his counſellors and ſe- 
cretaries, and chuſe them himſelf * That he ſhould 
likewiſe expedite all his diſpatches, and render him- 
ſelf expert in the uſe. of —— that he might not 
expoſe a ſecret of conſequence to be betrayed by a 
conſidant: That he ſhould be careful to ſeek for 
men of honour and ſufficient abilities to beſtow em- 
ployments upon: That he ſhould avoid giving an 
perſon any great cauſe of complaint, eſpecially tho 
olf high quality; he obſerved, that the * 
5 elde 


% 
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eldeſt ſon , had ſuffered: by it; and that be, ſhould - 
make a juſt diſtinction hetween the ancient and the | 
new nobility, in order to advance the laſt; as being 
generally ſuſceptible of pure and diſintereſted ſenti- 1 
ments: That he ſhould. leſſen the number of the per- | 
ſons that were employed in the revenues, adminiſtra- g 
tion of juſtice, and the officers of the houlhold; .:. 
and recommended the ſame conduct to be obſerved | 
with regard to the eccleſiaſties 3 to which he added, 
that they, as well as others, /ought-to contribute to 
the neceſſities. oſ the ſtate, not only becauſe they 
could better afford it, on account of their riches, hut 
likewiſe becauſe it became neceſlary, for them to do 
ſo, if they would not forfeit the reſpect that was due 
to their character, by luxury, ſloth, and impiety, the 
ordinary ſruits of great riches, and the indolence in | 
which they lived; but that he ſhould increaſe the _ 
number mee, ä 2 fol> . 
diers; by whole' induſtry... ur, and alit = 
33 is ſupported againſt the . | a 
it is threatened by the diſſoluteneſs of the other 
ranks. All principles, which, like theſe, tand to 
maintain ſubordination. and ceconomy in a ſtate, 
againſt. corruption and diſorder, merit praiſe from 
whatever mouth they proceed. 55 
PRE cloſed his will with the article relating to 
domeſtic diſpoſitions, He enjoined. his ſucceſſor to 
fulfil the promiſes and other clauſes of the infanta his 
ſiſter's. marriage. He propoſed a match for the 
young king, in which he had already made ſome ad- 
vances, and privately regulated all the articles, 
which he informed him he would find in the hands 
of Loo. He obſerved, that no king ever loved his 
father's favourite; yet, notwithſtanding, he would 
propoſe Chriſtopher de Mora for his confidant, whe 
ad been his own, Philip III. choſe rather to prove 


+ Don Carlos, prince of Spein : it was by order of bis fackier that 
he loſt his life ; and it appears that his crime was rather gaining over 
the affections of bis gtandees than treating them with contempt, 3 


— 
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tte truth of the'6bſervationz-than comply with the 
requeſt, and gave Mora's place to che marquis of 
Doria. He required; as an inſtance of reſpect due 
to the memory of a father, that all thoſe perſons 
to whom he had given employments ſhould be con- 
tinued in them; but he expreſſed himſelf in ſuch a 
manner with regard to this article, as ſnewed he ra- 
her wiſhed than hoped for a compliance with it. He 
recommended to his ſon the doctors Ollius and Ver- 
gius, who had attended him in his illneſs. He men- 
tioned Antonio Perès * as a dangerous man, with 
vrhom it was neceſſary he ſhould be reconciled ; and 
afterwards not to permit him to ſtay either in Franee, 
Flanders, and eſpecially Spain, but in the uſeleſs coun- 
try of Italy. Philip concludes this piece with a ſhort 
maxim, To ove God, to endeavour to be virtuous, 
and to profit by the precepts of a father. It muſt 
be confeſſed, that in this piece there are likewiſe 
many more ſtrokes of piety and reſignation to the 
will of God, ho he ſaid had in mercy chaſtiſed him 
in this life rather than the other. 
Tx firſt of theſe articles which was executed by 
the king of Spain was that relating to bis marriage 
With che arch-ducheſs of Gratz f: he ſent im- 
mediately after the death of his father to demand her 
in marriage; and in the beginning of the year fol- 
lowing ſhe ſet out for Spain, accompanied by her 
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Antony Perès had been chief miniſter to Philip IT. with whom 
he fell into diſgrace for reaſons which have no manner of relation to 
the ſubject of theſe Memoirs: he retired to Paris, where he died in 

1611. He was a great politician, and a man of very conſiderable 
parts: the following maxim was one of his, which includes a deal of 
meaning in three words, namely, Roma, Conſejo; Piolago; that is to 
ſay, To gain over the court of Rome, compoſe the council of proper 
perſons, and to be maſter at ſea. ; : f 7 
+ © He ordered his coffin to be brought him, which was made of 

“„ copper, and a death's head to be laid upon a beaufet, with a crown 
e of gold by it;“ ſays la Chronologie Septennaire, where, ann. 1 598. 
we may find, together with an account of all that this prince ſaid and 
did in his laſt illneſs, the hiſtory alſo of his public and private life. 

1 Margaret of Auſtria, daughter to the arch · duke of Grat. 


2 | F, br other, 
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eder | the arch-duke Albert, with whom the 
landed upon the (coaſt of Marſeilles, for the benefic 
of that air. The duke of Guiſe, ho was governor 
of the province, having notice of it, ſent to let the 
king know of her arrival, and received orders to give 
this princeſs a very honourable reception; his ma- 
jeſty deſtined fiſty thauſand crows: to be expended 
for that purpoſe, nd ordered them to be paid at Mar- 
ſeilles. | was upon the point of Weins -thither, to 
direct how this money Was to be di oe of, either 


La-Font,..or another of my dome who.was Mil 


ar a footman of my wife's, a man ofa a. loan ſtature 
a mean figure, but in whom I bad diſcovered -ſo | 
much capacity, fidelity, and prudence, that. thought 
I ought; to endeavour his eſtabliſmment: but there 
was no occaſion for it, a perſon I had upon the ſpot 
was ſufficient: for the arch-ducheſs, notwithſtand- 
ing the inſtances that were made her by the duke of 
Guiſe and the city of Marſeilles, would not enter any 
of the great cities, to avoid the ceremonial, but or- 
dered tents to be ſet up upon the ſhore, where ſhe 
reſted-and heard maſs g the arch-duke,... indeed;. was 
fo.devout-as to-yilit the churches at Marſeilles, but 
went to them incegnito, and without any train; 
and after kiſſing the relics, raums! without either 
ng or drinking, A bin | 
IIS marriage united the two branches of the 
hou. Auſtria by a double tye, the 1 77 8 king 
of Spain having already, on the 1 Me y. the pre- 
ceding year, married: the infanta Iabella, his daugh-, 
ter, to the Farch-duke Albert, who, for that purpoſe, 
had diveſted himſelf of the cardinal's purple. This 
princeſs had, in appearance, a very large portion, 
ſince it was made up of no leſs than the ſeventeen 
provinces of the Low Countrirs, Franche-Comté, 
and Charolois: but the additional clauſes that were 
inſerted, that this new ſovereign ſhould be excluded 
from any commerce in the Indies, and not ſuffered 
to permit in . the exerciſe of any religion 
Vol II. but 
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dut the roman extholic, without ich * donation. 
was made void, ceducet-it, in effect, to nothing, by | 
the difficulty he would find in n he lemings. 

to accept of ſuck hard conditions. 
Tu arch-duke, till he could go in perſon 0 
Flanders, to remove all theſe obſtacles, ſent the high N 
admiral * of Arragon thither, in the quality of 2 
lieutenant general, who performed ſome actions on 
the frontiers of Germany; and afterwards: his cou- 


fin, the cardinal André, who iſſued out many edicts, 


but without 1 The houſe of Auſtria began to 
think there was danger in delays ; therefore the 
arch-duke went vim elf into the wa bon Countries, 
taking with him his bride, on the gth of September 
this year; the remainder of which was ſpent in 
threatening on his fide, which "likewiſe produced 
nothing; * that there was a neceſſity for coming to 
open force: and this was the beginning of that long 
and bloody war between Spain and the Flemiſh, the 

2 and event of which I thall take Werne of 


7 , 


Az! the fame ine chat the e his ciclo 
tic 3 celebrated in Spain, that of the 
atherine with the prinee of Bar + was 'ce-/ 

ebrated at Paris. It was upon this eftabliſhment 
that the princeſs at length fixed her — , hitherto 
ſo-uncertain. During the life of queen Catherine it 
was firſt propoſed to m marry her: to the duke of: _- 
Alla; but Henry III. wauld not conſent to it, 
on account of the hatred he bore te his brother. Af- 
terwards, they talked of givingher toHen poſed, th him 
ſelf: but this the queen -· mother op through: 


„ Conſult'the: set Septennilte; both” as to-theſe Bite 
expeditions, and as to all thut is here ſaid of the-marriage of the king 


and the infanta of Spain, bee year 1598, 1599. Matthieu, ibid. 


p. 298, Ke. 
x Hong dulce of Bar, Tk became” duke of Lörrain, after the 


death of his father, Charles II. „ The king) gave his Fſter, at her. 
* marriage, three hundred thouſand crowns of gold ſor ber portion,” 
75 the hiſtorlan Matthieu, 4. . my | % | 

| the 


1 
| 
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the averſion ſhe had to the family of Navarre. 5 
princęſs, in her turn, refuſed the old duke of Lor- 
rain, becauſe he had children by a former marriage. 
The king of Spain demanded her, on condition ef es 
trict union between the king of Navarre and him, 
which the firſt of theſe princes: would not hear of. 
The princeſs was afterwards fought by the duke of 
Savoy; but in 'circumſtances'wherein this marriage 
"_ ht prove prejudicial to the proteſtant religion,” 

therefore the proteſtants themſelves threw diffi- 
culiies] in the way. ei would not have the prince 
of Conde on account of his poyerty; and refuſed 
the King of Seotland, without giving any good rea- 
ſon for it. The prince of Enhalt made likewiſe his ad 
vances. And in thoſe tranſports of anger with which. .. 
ſhe was ſometimes. animated againſt the king her 


brother, ſhe reproached him, that he would have 5 


thrown her into the arms of three or fou other 
princes, or, as ſhe called them, gentlemen, for the 
payment of their ſubſidies, Laſtly, her inelina- 
tion for the count of Soiffons made her reje& "the 
duke of Montpenfier, who was a ſuitable match for 
her. At length, the neceſſity of procuring an 
N > * determined her to accept the Fe ; 
of Bar 


Trts deſigned marriage was no ſooner made pub- 


lic, than the eccleſiaſtics in general, and the French | | 


biſhops in particular, then embled at Paris, found, | 


in the difference of religion of the two parties, ar 


reaſon for hindering its concluſion, which they did: 


not ſuffer to efcape them. The firſt. meaſure they | © 


took was to hinder, at Rome, with all their power, 
the diſpatching of the diſpenſation, without which, 
they imagined, it was not poſſible to proceed to the 
declaration of the marriage. In this reſpect, they 


* 4 Madame,” (fays on the contrary the Chronologie Septennatre 5 
ann. 1599. } © ſhewed on her part, all the ſatisfaction. imaginable, ; rare” 
“ ſhe uſed to fay, | 


Grata ſupervenient que non- ſi abitay hora, 
For 11 a lady that was very well Killed in Latin.“ 
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Could not truſt the care of their ĩntereſts to one more 
faithful than d'Oſſat, who nevertheleſs was ſent te 
this court to manage thoſe of the king. But this 
is not the firſt time, nor e the laſt, that 

this eceleſiaſtic has ſuffered from me, and will again, _ 


F the reproach of having not only exceeded but betray- 


Cardinal Oat; in his letters, doꝛs not begin to ſpeak of his ne- 
| Dotiation/for obtaining the diſpenſation in queſtion, till after the duke 
of Bar had come himſelf to ſolicit it at Rome in the year 1600, when. 
he reſumed again, by order of the king, the making of new inſtances 
on this head. He tells us, by the bye, the reaſons upon which the 
| Pope founded his refuſal of the defired favour + His holineſs, ſays 
he, © having told at Ferrara, M. Luxembourg 2nd myſelf, when we 
% required the ſaid diſpenſation, that he neither ought nor could 
grant it, by reaſon that one of the parties did not only not deſire it, 
but did not acknowledge him as the paſtor of the catholic and 
© apoſtolic church, nor as having any power to grant a diſpenſation; 
and in like manner, did not believe that marriage was a ſacrament, 
** nor that ĩt was unlawful even for cor fin- gemi ns to intermarry. 
<f. Theſe reaſons of the pope, adds he, ſtill continue in force. And 
en every occaſion, indeed, he ſo enforces them by all the theological. 
arguments imaginable, that there is no reader but muſt conclude, that 
= man, who was ſo thoroughly perſuaded that the-pope could not in 
- conſcience conſent to the diſpenſation, inſiſted on it very faintly 3 and 
_ endeayoured to oblige the courts of France agd Lorrain, by all poſſible 
means, to procure previouſſy the converſion of the princeſs ; without 
which, according to him, this affair could never be brought to a hap- 
py iſſue. | However, we may ſee, on the other hand, that M. d'Ofiat 
executed the king's orders, and was eyen beforehand with his maſter, 
in that reſpe&, with ſo much aſſiduity, fidelity, and zeal, that we, 
mutt, from his letters, be obliged to do im the juſtice to- own, that 
he ſerved his majeſty, even in contradiction to his own real ſentiments, 
as much as poſſibiy he could. A proof of this, which alone prepon - 
gerates every other conſideration, is, that in ſpite of all theſe obſtacles, 
he at length obtzined, a long time after, it is true, this diſpenſation 
which he had deſpaired of. I find in all this cardinal's letters a great 
6cal leſs foundation for the ſecond motive that is here aſcribed to him. 
In order to lay before the world in the groſs, that which will be diſ- 
played by piecemeal in its own time, m opinion concerning this pre- 
late's ſentiments on all the different ſubjects whereon he is attacked, 
keeping always to the conjectures that may be drawn from his letters, 
as this: He loved the kjng's perſon ; he thought there was no good 


policy 


— 
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articularly employed by his majeſty to ſolicits © 
heſe perſons Cad his holideds . ee thae 
if he continued firm in his refuſal to grant this fa- 
vour, it would produce two things equally to be 
deſired; one, that the princeſs would turn catho-— 
lic; the other, that ſuch a change would be thougnt 
by the proteſtants an effect of the violence uſed 
to her by the king her brother, for that purpoſe, 
which would increaſe the diſtruſt they alreadyx 
openly ſhewed of his majeſty, make them conſi- 
det, him as their enemy and declared perſecutor, 
and bring on, at length, that inteſtine war which, 
according to them, was ſo much to be defired,. . 
for the intereſts of the holy father and the true 
regie... qm,, TE TOTES 
/ Tas clergy. did not ſtop here; they made: re- 
monſtrances ſevere enough to merit the title of 
threats. His majeſty bad the complaiſance to liſ- 
ten to them, and permitted a conference to b= 
held, in which doctor Du-Val on one ſide, and 
the miniſter Tilenus on the other, endeavouring; 
to ſupport their cauſe, debated with much heat, 
and, in my opinion, to little purpoſe; though 
each boaſted afterwards, that he had vanquiſhed his 
adverſary. I ſpeak as one who was a witneſs of the 
diſpute, for I ſuffered myſelf to be drawn along 
with the croud Which ran thither, as to a very. 
intereſting ſpectacle. 1 did not come in till toward. . 
the concluſion, when the two diſputants were be- 
ginning to fink under the fatigue. I know nat 
or what reaſon they were deſirous of making me 
play the part of a judge upon this occaſion; pro- 
bably becauſe they were informed I had been 
policy that could be independent of rel gion: he was prepoſſeſſed, that” 
the intereſts of the latter are no where in fuch ſafe hands as in thoſe 
of the pope, the jeſuits, and all ſuch as had maintained it in the days 


of the league. He did not at all like Spain, much leſs the honſe of 
Auſtria, or the duke of Savoy; and he had an utter averſion tothe 
calviniſts. See on the ſubject of che diſpenſation; p. 480, 492, $199. _ _ 
596, 615, 701, 717, 727, 758, 769, &c, 7 i nen e en 
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employed 5 his. majeſty to draw up the articles 
_ of; 8 1 princeſs op the aids 
the prince of Bar. They were beginning to re- 
pon to me all the points of a diſpute, which had 
already taken up feveral hours; but I earneſtly 
intreated them to ſpare me either this trouble or 
this honour, telling them that if two ſuch learn- 
ed men had not been able to reconcile the canon 
and decrees of the pope with the holy ſcripture, 
or to prove that fuch a taſk was impoflible, it 
_ Fould- not be expected that ſuch an ignorant her- 
ſon as I ſhould be equal to it; and this Was 
my 0 pinion. 28 | 
"419 Ty not having produced all the ef 
feds the clergy expected from it *, and finding like- 
| wiſe that they ſucceeded no better at Rome, they 
declared, that nothing ſhould be capable of prevail- 
ing upon them to give their conſent to this marriage. 
Little regard tees, have been paid to this; but as 
there was a neceflity for getting a biftiop to perform 
this ceremony, and that all thoſe gentlemen held 
together, hence aroſe an obſtacle, upon which they 
founded their laſt hopes. 
In this perplexity the king was adviſed to have re- 


45 court to the archbiſhop t of Rouen, from whom, 


being his natural brother, and obliged to him for the 


bifſhopric, more complaiſance was to be expected; 


beſides, his majeſty, as well as all F Racy, knew this 
prelate to be not very ſcrupulous (to ſay no more) in 
matters of religion. However, upon t firſt propo- 


* This conference was held in the preſence of the lady Catherine : 
c But,“ ſays the Journal d' Henry IV, ** becauſe the doors of the 
Sorbonne made uſe of ſuch fubtil and ſcholaſtic terms as the ſaid 
* lady did not at all underftand, the calvinift miniſters eaſily per- 
<< ſusded ber to tontinue in her religion,” Perefixe ſays, that the 
| King not being able to accompliſh her -conyerfion, though he made 
uſe of threatenings, ſaid one day to the duke of Bar, My good 
| 125 couſin, cis your buſineſs to break her. 8 

+ Charles, the natural ſon of Antony of Navarre by mademoifelle 
de la Beraudiere de le Guiche, otherwiſe called la e who was 
one of the maids of honour to the queen - mother. ft 

tion 


\ 
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| fition made him by the king, the archbiſhop, ikea 
deydut rebel, e him with citations, as 
_ often” ill as well ehéſen; no the. were Sony *the 
holy canons, and the The king, 
aſtoniſhed, as may be we e at ſuch un- 
common language from a man who generally talked 

of quite different matters, could hardly hinder him- 

ſelf from laughing in his face, aſking him, by what 


miracle it was that he had become ſo learned and ö 


| — Suppoſing, however, the archbiſhop 
might be wro wart upon by ſerious arguments to 
; comply, 


he tried their efficacy; but finding him ſtill 
> able, he grew angry, and reproached him with 
his ingratitude. Since you carry it fo high,” added 
Henry, reſuming his firſt air of ke oe pts « I'will 
_ * fend you a great doctor, your ufual confeſlor, who 
3 0 -wonderfully ſkilful in (caſes of confeience.” 
This great doctor and director of /confoiences/ was 
_ Roquelaure,” an old companion of Monfieur de 
| Rouen's, and an actual tharer in bis debauches, by 
| whoſe intreaty he bad obtained the archbiſhopric. 
The prelate underſtood perfectly well the meaning 
of this ie threat; and the embarraſſment be ap- 
peared to be in was a proof that he was under ſome 
apprehenfions of thoſe great ady which an ac- 
cuftomed- familiarity would give Roquelaure over 
him, Without the addition of thoſe which he derived 


from that wit which all the court acknowledged to 


de free, ingenious, and fruitful. in the molt happy 
fallies ; — the archbiſhop himſelf was not aften 
E 'of carrying too far the en due to . ow | 
HE King Wuring ited thonfieur de Rana, ſent - 
for Roquelaure. Do you kriow, Roquelaure,” 
ſaid he to him, „that archbiſhop takes upon 


him to play the preſate and doctor, and would 


«© quote the holy canons to me, which I believe he 
% underſtands as little of as vou or I; however, by 
8 { his refuſal 150 ſiſter's 9 is ſtopped: there- 
24 2 
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fore pray go to him, and talk to him as you uſed 
* to do, and put him in mind df paſt times... 
By the Lord, fire,” replied Roquelaure, this 
is not well done of him; for it is high time, in 
my opinion, that our ſiſter Kate ſhould taſte the 
e ſweets of marriage. But pray, fire, tell me what _ 
<< reaſons this fine fellow of a biſhop gave you fon 
* his refuſal? he ſeldom has much better to give 
than myſelf. I will go to him and teach Fim 
B d 
Hx did not fail to perform his promiſe. * What 

is this I hear, archbiſhop?” ſaid he, as ſoon as he 
enteted his apartment: they tell me you have been 

<< playing the coxcomb; by the Lord, I will not 
xy, küfer it; it derogates too much from my honour, 
< ſince every one ſays you are gove by me. 
Know you not that at your entreaty I became 
your ſecurity to the king, when I prevailed upon 
him to give you the archbiſhopric of Rouen; 
therefore I deſire you would not make me out a 
< lar, by continuing thus obſtinately to act like a 
fool: this might do between you and I, who are 
often ſeen quarrelling at dice, but ſuch; diſputes 
muſt not be thought on when our maſter's ſervice 
<< and his abſolute commands are in queſtion,” ? 
© MzRxcirur God!“ replied monſieur de Rouen, 
„ what is this you would have me to. do, Roque- ' 
< Jaure? What! muſt I make myſelf ridiculous, 
and ſuffer the reproaches of all the other prelates, 
< by an action which the whole world agrees is un- 

& juſtifiable, and which whine one of the biſhops to 
whom it has been propoſed by the king has re- 
< fuſed?” Hold a little, pray, interrupted Ro- 
quelaure: “there is a wide difference between them 
and you; for thoſe men have puzzled their brains 
ſo much about Greek and Latin, that they are 
become fools——and you are the king's brother, 
and obliged to obey all his commands, without 
any heſitation : che king did not make; you! = 
at 2-3. ” * £) LE be arc! . 
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„ archbiſhop to preach to him, and quote the 
<« canons, but to do whatever his ſervice required? 
„if you continue this perverſeneſs and obſtinacy, 
< will acquaint Jeanneton de Condom, Bernarde 
„ PEveille, and maſter Julian, with the whole 
<« ſtory: do 2 underſtand me? don't let me tell 
you this a ſecond time: know, that nothing ought 
to be fo dear to you as the king's favour, which, 
together with my ſolicitations, have done you 
more good than all the Greek and Latin of the 
* others: By the Lord, it is a fine thing to hear 
you talk of the canons, of which you know as 
<< little, as of High-dutch.” - Monfieur de Rouen 
endeavoured to perſuade him, that he ought to quit 
that ludicrous ſtyle, which was agreeable enough 
when he was in his youth; and hinted ſomething | 
concerning paradiſe to him. How } paradiſe! 
interrupted Roquelaure: Are you ſuch an aſs to 
talk of a place where you have never been, Where 
„you know not what is doing, or whether you 
«© ſhall be admitted when you attempt to get in, till 
another time!“ © Yes, yes,” ſaid: the arch- 
biſhop, “ TI ſhall be admitted there, I do not doubt 
« of it.“ Vou talk finely,” ſaid his companion, 
preſſing {til} harder upon him: * By the Lord, 1 
believe paradiſe ts as little deſigned for you as the 
« Louvre for me: but let us lay aſide a little your 
<« paradiſe, your canons, and your conſcience t, and 
« do you reſolve to marry the princeſs to the prince 
< of Bar; for if you fail, I ſhall take from you 
three or four paltry Latin words that you have al- 
« ways in. your mouth; farther the ſaid deponent 
cc knoweth not: and then adieu to the croſs A. 
< mitre; and, what is worſe, to your fine palace of 
« Gaillon, and revenue of ten thouſand crowns.” 
| + There is ſomething original in the turn of this converſation z. 
but the author might very well, one would think, have ſpared ſome. 
exprefiions which favour a little of ibertiniſm. | 4 
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paſſed between theſe two 
men, which may N by this ſample. Ro- 
Juelaure 8 not e the archbiſhop till he had 

made him promiſe to marry the princeſs, and arcord- 
ingly he was the perſon that performed the cere- 

. mony f. I received from both parties very m * 

cent preſents, in return for the pains I had taken; 
p others a Spaniſh horſe of great value, which | 

was given me by the duke of Lorrain: I ſeat him to 
his majefty, who ordered me to keep him. 

e was: not the only occaſion on which the 
clergy ere againſt the king; they made à more re- 
9 — likewiſe a more important oppoſition a- 
gainſt the regiſtering the edict of Nantes, which al- 
4 4 appeared to them a difficult morſel to digeſt : 

they had for almoſt a year held an aſſembly at 

Paris on this account, they had Pad had time to prejudice 

lament, and other ſovereign courts, as well as 
— orbonne, againſt this edict. All theſe bodies, as 
ſoon as it was publithed, rebelled, and occaſioned 
diſorders that be better imagined than deſcribed. 
It was the ſubject of all diſcourſe, every one applied 
 Hhimfclf to eriticiſe the piece, and to offer different 
arguments vs. ue. it, all which were far from being 
Juſt as as the reaſons the parliament gave for 

regiſtering it: but that candour and fincerity I 
N Tante, to obſerve here in matters that neareſt 
concern me, oblige me to confeſs, ot they were. 
not abſolutely to blame. 

Fox'example, the proteſtants, by one of the arti- 
cles of the edict, were permitted to call and hold all 


+ © The ceremony. was performed one Sunday mording,” ſays the: 


Chronologie Septennaire. ... * The king tame to fetch the lady 


«4 Catherine, his fiſter, when ſhe was. drefſed ; and leading her by the 
e hand into his Cloſet, 2 ber ſaid future ſpouſe had come be- 
*< fore her, he ordered M. .. the archbiſhop of Rouen, to marry 
»E them, &c, and that it was | his pleaſure it ſhould be ſo, This the 
„ archbiſhop at firft refuſed, alltedging, that the uſual folemnity ought 
* to have been obſerved therein, To which the king very karnedly 


„ made anſwer, That his preſence ſupplied the want of all other ſo- 
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ſortsof aſeinblies, convocations,&ce. when and where 
they pleaſed,” without aſking leave either of his ma- 
jeſty or the magiſtrates: and likewiſe to admit in 
them all ' foreigners whatever, without aequainting 
any ſuperior tribunal; as alſo on their fide, to be 
preſent, without licence, at the aſſemblies Which 
were held amongſt the foreigners. It is very plain, 
that a point as abſolutely contrary te all the laws of 
the Kingdom, as prejudicial to the authority of the 


ing 1, the right of the magiſtracy; and the utility 


and SHOE the people, could not have been main- 
tained but by ſtratagem ; and it was upon this point 
likewiſe chat che enemies of the proteſtants inſiſted . 
chiefly, in the ſeveral remonſtrances they made to 
the King, each alledging ſd raving in which 


they were moſt intere arſiament remon- 
Krated, that this article completed the ruin of their 
authority, which the dd had already confined to 
ſuch narrow limits, as well as the King's (for it was 


pretended, that theſe two authorities were ſo cloſely 
connected that they could not be ſeparated) that af 

appeals againſt the irregular exertion of eccleſiaſticat 
authority ſhould be taken away, they would have 
only the ſhadow of any power. The clergy and the 
Sorbonne complained of the ſuperiority this conceſ- 
fon would give the proteſfant over the 'catholic 
church in France, which had never been poſſeſſed of 


1“ This point,” lays le Septennaire, © the marechal de Pouillon 

* kad managed with ſome perſons, who perhaps were not aware of” 
the danger of it; but the freur Berthier, who was agent for the cler- 
« ey, and biſbop'of Rieux, diſputed it ſo warmly. with the mateghal, 
in the preſence of the king, that after hearing his reaſons, und in 
regard of the importance of the point itfelf, his majeſty ordered it 
to be crazed,” Ann. 1599. p. 66. This account of M. Cayet's: 


_ with that of F. Matthieu, tom. II. Hv. ii. p. 280, & ſeq. 16 that: 
2 


rticle of the edict of Nantes, which was ſo warmly conteſted, be- 


ag apparently the eighty-ſecond, is at preſent as diſadvantageous to the. 
- calviniſts, as it was formerly favourable to them; ſinoe it ſorbids- 
. them all cabals, negotiations, intelligences, aſſemblies, councils, 
leagues, aſſociatlons, either in or gut of the kingdom, aſſeff 
fal 

155 


Aich the k ments and 
of money,-&c, - without his majeſty's expreſs perimiſſon. 
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>. 


Io large a power in its juriſdiction; and! thisveas-cer- 


tainly true. Laſtly, they enumerated. all' the bad 


conſequences which this abſolute independange! of 


the French huguenots might produce, either amongſt 
themſelves, or their ben with all the enemies 
of Fringe ia Lupe... T 


* 


care; all he knew of it was from a ſlight readin 
in Which he had, doubtleſs, glanced over this clauſe, 
or probably wholly omitted it. The ſurprize he 


diſcovered to thoſe who talked to him in that ſtrain, 


ſhewed he had been deceived; and he promiſed them 
to conſider it attentively, and give them an anſwer. 


When they left him, he A nagy ſent for me, 
and ſhewing me the edit, I conc 
none of the ſentiments I have delivered here: I 


ed from him 
added, that by too great zeal to make that article 
advantageous for the proteſtants, I thought he was 


doing them a miſchief, in that it would give large 


ſcope for all the flander that would be invented a- 
gainſt all the worthy men of the party, of their in- 
triguing with foreigners againſt the ſtate, or of ſuf- 


| fering themſelyes to be ſuborned, Henry, ſtill more 


confirmed in his opinion, ſent. me back with orders 
to prepare myſelf to ſupport all theſe motives in the 
aſſembly of the proteſtants, which he would have to 
be called immediately; while he, in the mean tims, 
went to demand an explanation of the edict from. 
thoſe who had drawn it upp 
Mess1guks de Schomberg, de Thou, Calignon, - 


and Jeannin (for the king ſent directly for them al! 


four) were greatly diſconcexted by the reproaches the 
'king made them of having abuſed. his canhdence. 
and de Thou, in the name ef them all, 
-replied, that they had been obliged to a& in the 


manner they had done, by the threats of meſſieurs de 


Bouillon and de la Tremouille, who declared in the 
name of the whole party, that if this article was 
denied to them, they would break all liter 


ien OLE! S ULLI aw 


and even commence war againſt the catholics ; which 


amongſt four perſons, to whom he had committed 
the care of drawing up the edict, there being no 

proteſtant but Calignon, he could not perſuade him: 
ſelf. that the three others would have given the pro- 
teſtant religion ſuch an advantage over the catholic, 


The anſwer made by the biſhops. ſhewed. plainly, 


that they had not the ſame opinion of thoſe threę 


gentlemen that his myjelty had; they were treated 
E CA 


in full aſſembly as falſe catholics, who in many ar- 


_ ticles. agreed with the proteſtant,, and had no: ſeruple 
about the reſt. Whilſt we condemn this ſecond im 


putation * as it deſerves} o be, we ſtill allow, that 
with regard to the firſt, every thing made againſt. the 


writers of the edict; and that their reply to his ma- 


jeſty did not ſo. effectually deſtroy the opinion that 


might be. conceived: of it, as the ſilence they obſer - 


in his preſence ve it ſtrength t. 544 nan 
Tue 2 had certaĩ 

thoſe ſentiments, they! attributed, to him. By endea- 
vouring to come at the bottom of the affair, I learnt 


makes the preſident de Thou to hold with the duke de la Fremouille, 
when he was ſent by his majeſty to the aſſembly of the calviniſts,/the 


ſuſpicions of the clergy wonld not be ill-ſounded 2 You have too- 


„much judgment, ſays the prefident to him, * not to know very 
. well, that conſidering the point at which matters now ftand, and: 
4 the conceſſions we have already made you, the demands which v 
may make are not at their utmoſt height... +.» M. de-Schon 


«< berg is a lutheran, and very far from being a good calviniſt 3 as for 


* my own. part, you ſhall know the inmoſt thought of my heart,” 
Tom. III. kb. v. ch. i. But it is very probable-that d"Aubigne has 
related this converſation upon. the credit of perſons not to be depended 
on, as alſo ſome other points af his hiſtory, which at that time drew 
an arret of parliament upbn that W 1 .. 


2 F M. de Sully's fincerity In all this is ſo remarkable, that we 5 
not, in my opinion, ſufficiently admire it in 4 Proteftant. ee 


ſermed to them of the utmoſt conſequence, the peace 
wich Spain lahouring at that time under great difſi- 
culties. . The king contenting bimſelf with this ex: 
cuſe, ordered Berthier, ſyndic of the clergy, to re- 
port it to the aſſembly, and to add from him, that 


© 
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that he had in reality diſcovered an inſurmountable 
obſtinacy: but was there no other means to make 
the others more reaſonable ? and then, what could he 
do by himſelf? If all che proteſtants were like the 
due de Bouillon, what could the writers of the 
ediẽt mean by this blind compliance with their incli- 
nations? was the king and the realm to be 
for neceſſity? as nothing could de thought worſe 
than that by honed honeſt and ſkilful negotiators, 'they can 
| hardly be e with fuch a notion. For my own 
part, 7 always — — ſole favourer of 
che project — in that article, às he had been 
— author of it: he confidered only himſelf, and 
Jiſregarded others. 1 will now wa the ultimate 
ane n of all his politics; | 
un duke of PBoullon 10 5 to kannn in 
| uin Favour the diſpute for precedency between him 
und the dukes and peers of France; as well as the 
mareſchals that were more antient than him, form- 
ed a deſign to get his ſovereignty of Sedan ꝙ declar- 
ed a fief of the empire. But this prerogative was 
not to deprive him- of all communication with the 
proteſtant French lords, otherwiſe he would loſe 
mere than he gained. The medium he thought upon. 
v0 kefoncile b intereſt wich his ambition, was th. 
dave his chureh'of Sedan comp ed in the pro- 
teſtant churches of France. This he did by means. 
of the article in queſtion. : meantime he would con- 
tinue to make himſelf be treated as a e. prince. 
BRTHIER came back to the king, to giye him 
An account of the diſpoſition in which he found the 
prelates of the aſſembly, together with the reſult of 
"their deliberations; which was to take from the four 
perſons who drew up the edict all cognizance of the 
Affairs of religion; and the diſputed article, and 
ſome others leſs eſſential, ſnould de e 75 which: 
* nizelty likewiſe- promiſed. SHARES 


a + Conſult LHiſtorie de duc de Bovition, which: we have quoted de. 
1 times already, Hv. v. | Ne EVER> 


notwithſtanding the tumults they had oc 


10 OE r a- 
_ . NBevERTHELEss, the afſembly of the chief pro- 
teſtants then at Paris having been ſummoned the dax 

after that in which this agreement betwixt the king 
and the commiſfaries was made, I received, as uſual; 

a note inviting me to be there. I had left off going 
to theſe afſemblies, ever fince I perceived that my 
2 a reſtraint upon three or four of the 
leading men in it, and was good for nothing but to 


produce altercations. I deceived them, by preſent- 
ing myſelf at this. The duke of Bouillon 

comprehended the deſign which had ht me 
there thus contrary] to my uſual cuſtom, and hinted 
as much with an wonical ſeverity z which I anſwer- 
ed xcufing myſelf on account of the multiplicity 


, bye 
of affairs that took up my time, and by 'feig 
not to know * on which 3 


ſembly was held. I gave no attention to the ſullen 
air which the duke de la Tremouille aſſumed, nor 
the expreſſion he let fall to intimate, that he was not 
perfuaded of the truth of- what 1 faid 3 but went 
and ſeated myſelf near meſſieurs de Mouy, de Cler- 
mont, and de Sainte-Marie-du-Mont, who inform 
ed me of the bufineſs that was to be brought upon. 
the carpet; aſſuring me, that the article which had 


made fo much noiſe was diſapproved of by almoſt alk 


the proteſtants; and that none but meſſieurs de 
Bouillon, de la Tremouille, du and ſome 
others of the cabal, inſiſted on it, in order to bring 
on a civil war. They could not obtain hav "wr 
on 

and the clamours they made in the aſſembly. When 
it came to the vote it was carried againſt them the 
contrary opinion prevailed, and with reaſon, for the 
beſt arguments were on our ſide . 
The edit of Nantes Was verified on Thurſday the- 
25th of February this — was; pear, ah — artes by tht - 
_ clergy, the univerſity, and parliament. It was upon this otcafiog- 
that Henry IV. told the biſhops; You have enhorted me concerns... 


.© ing my duty; let me now exhort gow coneetning youre , det un xs. 
7" ae a mutual emulation in each other, which of us ſhall perform. 


* 
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Tux likewiſe agreed upon ſome 3 
1 d to two or three other artieles, in which 
blic did not ſeem to be ſufficiently con- 
he juſtneſs and mildneſs of Henrys con- 
duct — age by every one. After the af- 
fair was thus ſettled, he explained his motives to the 
greater number; and for the reſt, he n —_ 
of hindering them from doing worſe. 
.. Hz acted with the ſame prudence with reſpect to 
ſome diſaffected catholics, who being unwilling to 


2 - openly. themſelves, brought one Martha 
-Brofiter, a pretended demoniac, in play, who was be- 
come the object of the people's curioſity, who are 
always ftruck with the marvellous, whether true on 
falſe. It is indeed ſurprizing, that a matter ſo ri- 
diculous in itſelf, and which was even below the 
conſideration of the mob, ſhould be talked of for a 
year and: wall; and become an r of ſtate : one 


« their ports the beg, "Mp praere arr gave you nod worde; wy 4 
« with my grey jacket on, will ſhew you good deeds : * Jam 
* af} grizzled without, yet I am all gold within: I will ſeok into 
- «your papers; and anſwer them as favourably as I can.“ The fol- 
bowing was the return he made to the parliament, when they came 
E make him remonfirances; © You ſee me in my cloſet, where L 
come to ſpeak. with you, not in my royal robes, nor with my 
10 ſword and ebe, military habiliments on, as my predeceſſord were 
wont, nor like a prince who is to receive an ambaſſador, but clac 
« like the father of a family, in his plain doublet, to ſpeak famili- 
* arly with his children; what T have to ſay to you is, to intreat 
% yow would regiſter, with the uſual — the edict which Þ 
V have granted to thoſe of the calvinift religion. What 1 have done 
is for the ſake: of peace, which I have concluded, with-the-neigh-. 
* bouring powers around me, and would have the ſame obſerved'with-. 
. in my own dominions.” | After be had told them the reaſons that 
induced him to make this edit, he added; Such as would hinder 
my edit from paſſing, are for war, which I will to-morrow decfare 
* againſt the proteftants, but I will not carry it on, I will ſend them 
„ to it. I made the edi, [and would have it obſerved : my will 
« ought to be a ſufficient 8 ; for in an obedient. tate they never 
4% aſk their prince any other. I am king, I ſpeak to you as ſuch, 
* and I will be obeyed,” Peref. ibid. and Journal de Henry IV. 
ibid; See al'o.in M. de Thou, and in le Septennaire, ann. 1 599. the 
ſeveral modifications which were added to the u Kan and al 
nennen et a t e 
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half of the world ſuffer themſelves to be dazzled by . 
every thing that ſeems, to be ſupernatural, and others 
are kept in awe, not by the t 1 but by che 
„ Martha Broſſer 
ng the clergy, even as 


motiyes upon which it is founde 
met with many protectors among 
far as Rome, whither ſhe took care to be c 


The king, without any extraordinary notice, al- 
itſelf Known :. after which, the whole trick ended * 
in the general contempt of its authors and actreſſen. 
Wiͤ hape 2 very curious account” ef all that relates 10 this Fre- 
tended demoniac in M. de Thou, at the beginning of bob cri. 


aan. 1599, an abſtract of which is as follows: One James Brofiex, - 
a baker at Romorantin in Sologne, taking a diſſike to his on tree, 


lowed “ both the time and means nec 


turned conjuror, with à defign to travel about the country with his 


three daughters, Martha, Silvina, and Mary; the eldeſt, who ie the 
perſon ſpoken of here, had ſucceeded ſo, well, by the inſtructions 
which her father had given her, to counterfeit a demoniac, that ſhe 


orciſm, and touching her with a key inſtead of his epiſcbpa 


This did not hinder her from coming to Paris, where the pitched on 
the church of St. Genevieve for the ſcene on which to ſhew herſelf 
to the people, who flocked thither in great numbers. She impoſed 
upon all the credulous eccleſiaſtics, and upon the capuchins, Who de- 
gan to exgreiſe ber in good earneſt; and even upon ſome phyſiciaiis | 


. hom Henry IV. had ſent to ſee her: though all the reft depoſed: 


formally againſt her, eſpecially Michael Mareſcot, one of the phy- 
cians, Who publicly convicted her of hot underſtanding Greek or - 
Latin, and baving no greater capacity than what is common to her 
ſex; and, in ſhort, of being an impoſtor and arrant cheat. But not- 
_ withſtanding all this, the ecclefiaſtics and preachers knew. ſo well 


bow to intereſt religion in this affair, and the pretended demoniac 


Jayed- her part ſo well, that the arret of parliament; that enjoined © 
13 as alſo ber father, to return home, how wiſe and reaſonable ſo- 


ever it was, occaſioned ſtrange murmurings, and almoſt à revolt 


Paris; and this gave the King a deal of uneaſineſe, who ſaw, that 
what enemies he had remaining of the old league, did appear agath 


on this occaſion . Alexander de la Rochefoucaut, lord of Saint - Mar- 
tin, and count de Randan, even undertook to revive this affair, by 
tauſing Martha to be ſent to Avignon, and thence to Rome, where 


"ſhe gained ſtill more partiſans, '' But, unluckily for her, cardinal” 


d' Oſſat was there, who employed: himſelf ſo effectually in this affair, 
that at length Martha and all her family ſaw themſelves utterly aban- 

: doned ? and they lived and died deſpiſe). and quite | 
ſalt alſo the other i 1 Ws: 1:54:45 ; 

ga ie 4 


* 
— 


be upon every, body at Otleans and Cleri, except Charles Miron, 

. biſhop/of Angers, ho found out the impoſture, by putting common 
Water in the place of holy water, and{boly in the place of common - 
by repeating a verſe from Virgil inſtead of the beginning 1 2 


. Con- 
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"death © of a great ns of diſtinction 
abe Kon e The chancellor 
de Chi — 2 Sehenden, and dTncarville; all 
 Viree members of che council of finances, thing 
Vithin a ſhort'time of each other, becaſiviied a grea 
' alteration of affairs © the feals'were given to Bellic- 
vre; the office of comptrolter-general, which d'In- 
Tarville had poſſeſſed, was, at 9 4 ſolicitation, grant- 
e to de Poſt and that of aperintendant of the 
_ finances was wetten in y elf. Henry having 
ſent for me to the garden of the Luillerxies, Where 
He was walking, told me that he was reſolved to en- 
truſt the care '*f the finances to one man only ; and 
e a very ſerious manner, made me promile 
give freely my opinion of that man, when he 
mobi name him to me, Having aſſured him that T 
would, he ſmiled, and tapping my cheek, told me, 
chat I had reaſon to know him well, fince it was 
myſelf. His maſeſty beſtowed on me likewiſe the 
== of ſurveyor of the highways, for which he Tent 
me the patents, together with thoſe of ſuperintend- 
ant of the fortifications. And Sancy, reſigning 
Bimſelf up to bis uſual whims *, having thought 
- proper to retire from the council, and to de up the 
office of overſeer of the works, che king added theſe 
Farmen likewiſe, to the other favours he had 
me with. The appointments for the ſuper- 
imendancy were ſettled at the rate of twenty thou- 
ſand livres; 3 thoſe of ſurveyor of the highways, and 
of Paris in particular, were ten thoufand livres. 
Hs majeſty was fo well pleaſed with this method 
bf fixing the rate of ſalaries, that he way likewiſe 
deſirous of regulating in the ſame manner the re- 
wards he propoſed to grant me, as well, he faid, to 
revent me from ex Ning a gratuit for every con- 
diderable ſervice 1 did him, as to pare himſelf the 
trouble of cauſing all the' preſents he : made me to'be 


| * Joſeph s Scaliger ſpeaks, as well a5 our author, of BI. de Sancy a3 
A bee, and as very ſubject to enthufiaſtic reveries. | 
y | regiftered, 
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_ regiſtered, ſinoe without that, T would not receive 
any froth him, however little their value was; he 


_ preſents ſhould for the future be comprized in one 
ſertled gratuity which ſhould de paid me the begin- 
| ang © every year, in the form of letters patents, 
regiſtered by the parliamemt; and afked me before- 
hand if I was fatisfied with the ſum, which Was x 
thouſand livres: adding, that it was His defire, 
that with this money I ſhould ſe eſtates, 
which I fhould be at Hberty to diſpoſe of in fa- 
vour of thoſe of my children who made themſelves 
moſt worthy of my affection, in order to Kee 
them more firmly attached to me. This good- 
neſs of the king's merited my moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgments. However, this regulation which I have 
mentioned here was not made till the year 1600, and 
did not begin to take place till the year 15. 
_ MaDEmorsFLtE de Bourbon þ died likewiſe this - 
year: and monſieur d*Eſpinac +, archbiſhop of Ly- 
ons, who may be ſaid to have taſted all kinds of for- 
tunes; then madam la Connetable; and after her 
madam de Beaufort: theſe two laft deaths made 4 
prodigious noiſe every where, and were attended 
with- a great ſimiſiarity of very uncommon cirum- 
Kanees ;' both were ſeized with a violent diſtemper, 
that laſted only three or four days; and both, though 
extremely beautiful, became horribly disfigured, 
which, together with ſome other ſymptoms, that at 
wy other time would have been thought natural, of 
only the effects of poiſon, raiſed a report in the 
world, that the deaths of theſe two young ladies, as 
well as their elevation, was the work or the devil, 
| d She was daughter to Henry I, the prince of Conde, by his firſt 
e, the princeſs of Nevers, marchioneſs de I'Iſle, Re. 
F Peter d'Efpinac : he had been a great partiſan of league: 
however, P. Matthieu aſfures, that he had done confiderable ſetvices 
e a e Mt. e 6m the en Aoi 
bim, in book cx, as an Inceſtuous and fimonical perſon, ; * 5 
yr i who 
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who made them pay for; that ſhort ſelici he had 
1 them. "And this. mA ore ho had 
not only amon fie . people generally credulous to 
3 egree of fo ly; but the courtiets themſelyes : | 
ſo prevalent at that time was the infection af trading 
in the occult ſciences, and ſo great was the —— 
and l to theſe two ladies, on account of the bien 
rank they enjoyed. 
1 is what. was: related of the conftable's 4 © 
hy, god (as it is ſaſd) by the ladies that were then 
ſe: She was convetſing gayly with them 


great terror, and told her that a certain perſon, who 
Called himſelf a gentleman, and had indeed a 
preſence, ſaving that he was quite black, and of a 
gigantic ſtature, bad 1715 entered her anti- chamber, 
and deſired to ſpeak to her about affairs of great con- 
ſequence, which he could not communicate to any 
but her. At every circumſtance'relating to this ex- 
traordinary courier, which the woman was ordered 
to deſcribe minutely, the lady was ſeen to turp pale, 
and was ſo oppreſſe with W that ſhe could ſcarce 
tell her women to intreat the gentleman," in her name, 
to defer his viſit to another time; to which he re- 
plied, in a tone that filled the meſſenger with horror, 
that ſince the lady would not come willingly, he 
would take the trouble to go and ſeek her in her 
cloſet. She, who was ſtill more afraid of a public _ 
than a private audience, reſolved at laſt to go to him, 
but with all the marks of a deep deſpaiir. 
THe terrible meſſage performed, ſhe returned to 
per company, bathed in tears and half dead with 
diſmay; ſhe had only time to ſpeak a few words to 
take leave of them, particularly of three ladies who. 
were her friends, and to aſſure them that ſhe ſhould 
never ſee them more. That inſtant ſhe was ſeized 
"ah, exquiſite pains, and died at the end of three 


b. Louiſa de Budos, ſecond wife to Henry, Conſtable de Mentnies- 
rene, was e to * de Budos, viſcount de Portes. 


tia: days 


* her cl et, e one of her women entered in 
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days, inſpiring all who ſaw her with hortor at the 
ftightful change of every feature in her face. Of 
tis ſtory the wiſe thought as they ought to think. 
Mapau de Beaufort was the weakelt of her ſex 
_ with regard to divination; ſhe made no ſecret of her 
conſulting with aſtrologers, and always had à great 
many of them about her, Who never quitted her; 
and what is moſt; ſurpriz ing, although ſhe! always, 

doubtleſs, paid them well, „ foretold 
her any thing but what was diſagreeable *; one ſaid, 
that ſhe would never be marxied but once; another, 
that ſhe ſhould die young ; a third, that ſhe ſhould 
take care of being with. child; and a fourth, that 
ſhe ſhould be betrayed by one of her friends. Hence 
proceeded that melancholy. which oppreſſed her, 
and which ſhe could never afterwards get rid of. 
Gracienne, one of her women, has ſince told me, 
that ſhe would retire from all company to paſs whole 
nigh:s in grief, and in weeping on account of theſe 

\ redictions. FF 11211 n 07 ee 
| Being; then far advanced in her pregnancy, many 
perſons will be at no loſs to gueſs the cauſe of this 

misfortune Which attended it. She was already 
reatly indiſpoſed both in body and mind, when, ; at 
the latter end of Lent, ſhe was defirous of making 
one of the party with the king at Fontainebleau: ſhe 
ſaid there of a few days. The king who-was not 
willing to incur the cenſure of keeping this lady with. - 
him during the Eaſter-holidays, intreated her to 
leave him to ſpend them. at Fountainebleau, and to 
return herſelf to Paris +. Madam de Beaufort. re- 
ceived this order with tears, it was fill worſe hben 
they came to part; Henry, on his fide, .more- paſs, - 


The weakneſs of M. de Sully, in believing judicial aſtrology, 
diſcovers itſelf in a thouſand places in his Memoirs, in ſpite of-all _ 
His caution, - 8 | „ 4 
+ According to P. Matthieu, tom. II. i came to 
Paris, in order to have the articles of the putchaſe of Chateauneuf in 

Percke expedited, $ 2 e 4 * n „1 


©, - fonately | 
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fionately-fond than ever of this lady; Who had al- 
ready brought! him two ſons, and a daughter, named 
Henrietta, did himſelf equal violence. He con- 
ducted her half-way to Paris 1; and although they 
_ propoſed only an abſence of a few days, yet tbey- 
dreaded the moment of parting, as if it had been 
for a much longer time. Thoſt who are inclined to 
give faith to preſages will lay ſome! ſtreſs upon this 
relation. The two lovers ſeveral times rene wed 
their parting endearments, and in every thing theß 
_ faid to each other at that moment, ſome peo 16 have 
pretended to find proofs of ole webs of an in- 
evitable fate, © 
 Mapan'de: Beaufort ſpoke to the king as if for 
the: laſt time | ſhe recommended to him her child- 
ren, her houſe of Monceaux, and her domeſties: 
the king liſtened to her, but, inſtead ba comforting” 
| her, ay to a ſympathizing grief. Again the 
took. Ee of each mou and et deen N A , 
drew them to each other's arms. Henry would not 
fo eaſily have torn himſelf from her, if the mareſchal 
d'Ornano, r Frontenac, Had not taken 
him away by foree. At length they prevailed upon 
him to retufn to Fountainbleau; 1 the laſt words 
he ſaid was, to recommend his miſtreſs to the con- 
duct of la Varenne, with orders to provide every 
thing ſhe wanted, and to eonduct het ſafely to the 
houſe of Zane to whom he had choſen og couftde 
the cate of a perſon ſo dear to him. * 8 | 
I was at Paris when the ducheſs of Beaufort ar- 
rived there; and intending to go with my wife a 
few days after to receive: the communion at ——— 
whither I carried the prince and princeſs of Orange, 
to whom I was defirous of 10 1 the new build 
ings which the king's liberality ha enabled me to 


1 At Melun the lay the day before, ee e 
| to the boat in which ſhe embarked to come down tothe arſenal. - | © 
2 D*Aubigne ſpeaks in the ſame manner of this parting, tom, live 
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waiting upon this lady to take my leave of her, She 
no longer r remembred any thing that had paſſed at A 
Saint-Germain, but gave me a moſt a recep  - 
tion: not daring to explain herſelf clearly upon that 25 
compliance with her projects to which ſhe ſo ardent / 
| wiſhed en de en eee W 
e to engage me in ber b 
gling 1 cvilities which. "the 10 I but 1 2 
to wed perſons, words that carried a double ſenſe, 
and hinted to me à bound] e if, I would 
relax à little of the ſeyerity 5 to the 
king with regard to her. o Was as little 
moved with the chimera's tha filled ber heads 52 4 
with thoſe ſie thought to inſpire me with, 2e . 
r ee part of à diſcou 2 
telligiblo ; and anſwered her in equiyocal terms with, 

neral prote flations of reſpect, attachment, and 4 
9 — which ſignify. what one will. 

Ar my return home, 1 deſired my wife to pay the. 
ſame compliment to the ducheſs: the was received, 
with equal tenderneſs-:; madam de Beaufort intreat- 
ing her to love bers and to be with her as a frien 
entered into confidences, that would have ſeemed. 
the laſt inſtance of the moſt intimate friendſhip to 
thoſe that, like madam de Roſny, were ignorant 
that the ducheſs, who had no great ſhare of under- 
ſtanding. was not very delicate in the choice of her 
confidants: it was her higheſt pleaſure, to entertain 
any perſom ſhe firſt ſaw enn 5 
pectations ; and the more thoſe, ſue conyerſed with, 5 
were her inferiors, the [leſs reſtraint ſhe laid on 

herſelf; for then ſhe no longer guarded her expref= 
ſions, and often aſſumed the airs of a queen. 

SHE had as little caution; with,reſpect.to What re- s 
ally happened, as to what ſhe was in e 
would happen; too much ſimplicity on ſuch, occaft. 
ons gave riſe probably to thoſe reports which were 
— the world Ns: wine. een 1 15 
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der conduct when the was very young. | Theſe cen- 
farts, howeyet, appeared to/me to ße the mere ef- 


fect of the malice of her enemies; for it could not 


be imagined that a woman wauld catry her impru- 
| _ tence and folly fo far as to ſay both good and ill of 
herſelt indifferentiy; and I never thought I had any 
reaſdn to reproach myſelf wich having, for fi years, 
confined à woman named la Rouſe, Who Was one of 
ber fervants, and her huſband in the Baſtiep WhO, 
_ after the death 'of this lady, continued to load her 


memory with the utmoſt infaiyy* for although alt 


2 they Ai Rat term ui, jt the re that was due 
to her family, and ſtill more to the tenderneſs the 


7 a 


ought to have ſilenced their ander rr 


cipro for her and the children ſde brought him, 
Mau de Roſny could not help being ſurpriz-— 


ed at the ducheſs's diſtourſe, und was fil move ſo, 


when this lady making an adkward aſſemblage of 


the civilities Which art practiſed between equals, 
and theſe airs of a queen; told her ſhe: might come 
to her couther and lever, whenever ſhe pl and 
many otker ſpecches of the ſame kind. My wife, 
as well as every one elſe, concluded there would be 
2 great change in the ducheſs's fortune, aud return- 
ed home full of theſe reflections, which ſhe com- 


municated to me. I had not even diſcloſed to my 
wife what had paſſed between the king and me upon 
this ſubject, as well as the ſcene at St. Germain: I 
promiſed her to acquaint her with the true ſtate of 
things, provided ſhe would not tell the princeſs of 
Orange what madam de Beaufort had ſad to her; 
and wie ſet out together for Roſſyů yr 
Two days after, which was the Saturday before 


Faſter, as 1 was. performing my promiſe to madam 


de Roſny, and acquainting her with the ducheſs's 


| deſign to get herſelf declared ducen, all che praQtices: 


of her relations and dependents ſor that/purpoſe, the 
ſtruggles the king had in his own mind, and the re- 


o 
3 


ſoludion he had at length taken to overcome himſelf, 


IO adding 


| * 
| 
. 


fully perſuaded in my own mind, that 
this tranſitory forrow, would purchaſe'a releafe from 
a thouſand anxieties, and much more anguiſh.of heart 
than what he now actually ſuffered. I went up again 
to my wife's chamber full of theſe reflections, Tou 
will neither $9.19 the duchefs's caucher nor lever,” 
| is dead.” I brought the courier up. - 
with me, that while I dreſt, and he breakfaſted,'  _ 


: 1898. Lo O c F | 8 9. L V. | (#47 : 359 5 | 
adding ſome reflections upon the calamities which 
a contrary conduct would bring upon the king- 
dom, I heard the bell of the firſt gate of the'caſ- 
tle without the mote ring; and none of my ſervants 
3 as it was yet ſcarcely day, the bell was 


rung with more violence, and a voice feveral times 


repeated, I come from the king. Immediately I wak- | 
_ ened a footman, and while he went to open the gate, 


I flipped on a night-gown, and ran down ſtairs, 
greatly alarmed at being ſent to ſo early in the morn- 


ſtantly to Fontainebleau: his countenance. had fo 


deep à concern on it that T'aſked him if e 


was ill? “ No, he replied, but he is in the utmo 
affliction; madam the ducheſs is dead. The news 


appeared to me fo improbable that I made him re- 
peat it ſeveral times; and when convinced that it 
was true, I felt my mind divided between my grief 


for the condition to which her death reduced the 


king, and my joy for the advantage all France 


would gain by it, which was increaſed by my being 


faid I. “ for 


he might inform us of all the circumſtances of this 


great event, which was ſtill better related in the let= 
ter la Varenne had written from Paris to the king, 


and which his majeſty ſent me by the courier, toge- 


ther with a ſecond from la Varenne, directed to myſelf. 


Z aur , had received his gueſt with all the aſ- 


9 Sebaſtian Zamet, a nich private gentleman, was an Italian, a na- 25, 
tive of Lucea ; but he got himſelf 34” grant in 1584, together witty _ 


Ven. l. 


0 — 


e king, b7 


In 8 * * | "BE INN: F EA. 7 ke 
2 Kues courier ſaid that he had travelled all night 
to tell me that the king defired I would come in- 


_ 


5 
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duty of a courtier who js ſolicitous to pleaſe, and 
ne lefted nothing which e auge en con- 
tribute to make her paſs the time agreeably. On 
e Ne madam de Beaufort after dinner, 
where ſhe had eaten of the greateſt delicacies, and all 
prepared to her taſte, had an inclination to hear the 
evening ſervice at St. Anthony the Lefs: ſhe was 
there ſeized with fainting fits, which obliged her to 
be carried back immediately to Zamet's. As ſoon 
as ſhe arrived ſhe went into the garden, and was im- 
© mediately attacked with an apoplectic fit, which it 
was expected would have inſtantly ſtifled. her. She 
recovered a little, through the aſſiſtance they gave 
ber; and ſtrongly poſſeſſed with a notion that ſhe 
was poiſoned ®, commanded them to carry her from 
that houſe to madam de Seurdis her aunt, who lived 
in the cloiſter Saint-Germain, 
Scarce had they time to put her in bed when 
thick ſucceeding convulſions, fo dreadful as amazed 
all that were preſent, and in a word all the ſymptoms. 
of approaching death, left Varenne, who had taken 
upthe pen to write the king word of the accident that 
had bappened, nothing elſe to fay but that the phy- 
ſicians all diſpaired of his miſtreſs's life, hy the na- 
ture of her diſtemper, which required the moſt vio» 
lent remedies, and the circum of her being 
' far gone with child, which made all applications; 


his two brothers Horace and John Antony. He deſired the notary: 
who drew up his daughter's contract of marriage, to ſtyle him lord of. 
ſeventeen hundred thouſand creowns. Henry IV. had pitched on his 
houſe for his meats and; parties of pleaſure: this ptince heſides loved 
him becauſe he was a facetious and merry man. 2 
» PD'Aubigns gives us to underſtand. this, when he ſays, that after 
ſhe had refreſhed herſelf with Zamet, by eating a large citran, or, ac- 
cording to others, a ſallad, ſhe immediately felt ſuch an inflammation 
«. in her throat, and ſuch violent twithings in her ſtamach, that, 
&c Put neither de Thou, Baſſompierre, le Septennarie, nor any 
_ ether hiſtorian, imputes her diſorder to poiſon. Le Grain aſcribes it 
to the crude and cold juſtice of the citron. Sauval ſays, that he 
Face ſome old men who remembered to have ſeen the ducheſs lie in 
Kats in the nunnery of Saint-Germain. 1: dtd 
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mortal 6 Scarce had he ſent away the letter when 
madam de Beaufort drawing near lier laſt moments, 
was ſeized; with new convulſions which turned 


her black; and disfig ured her ſo horribly, that la Va- 


renne, not Sin but the king, upon the receipt 
of his letter, would ſet out immediately to ſee his 
miſtreſs; thought it better to ſend him word in a- fe, 


cond billet that ſhe was dead, than to expoſe him to 


a ſpectacle at once fo dreadful and afflicting as that 
of a woman whom he tenderly. loved, expiring in 
agitation, ſtruggles, -and. a nies that Jeſt 

any thing af human in her Un 

LA Varenne, in the letter he ent me by the fs 


courier, informed me that the ducheſs was not dead, 
but by what he could judge had not an hour to liye *; 
in effect ſhe expired in a few moment after, in a ge⸗ 


neral ſubyerſion of all the functions of nature capa- 
pable of inſpiring horror and diſmay. The king, 


who upon the receipt of la Varenne's firſt letter; had 
not failed tomount his horſe immediately, received the 
ſecond when he was got half way to Paris, and liſten- 
ing to nothin 3 the exceſs of his paſſion, was re- 


folved, notwithſtanding all that could be ſaid to him, 


40 give bimſelf the conſolation of ſeeing his miſtreſs} 


+ . The phyſician la Riviere eame in n upon this orta - 


4 fion,” ſays e Aubigns, with others of the King's * and 
Dentering but three ſteps into her chamber, when he ſaw the extra» 


N. ordinary condition ſhe was in, went away ſaying to his brother phy- 


« ficians, This is the hand of God.“ Tem. III. Iv. v. e. 3. 


* Saturday morning, the convulſions had writhed her mouth to the 
back of her neck, Her body was opened, in which a dead child Was. / 


found. See concerning this death, M. de Thou, Hy. cxxii, Matthi 
ibid. Le Grain, liv. vil. Le Septennarie, ann. 1509, Mem, de Baf- 


fompierre. De Thou, Matthieu, and Baſſompierre, place her death 
a day ſooner. 


1 According to Baſſompierre, who ſpeaks of it as being an eye- f 
witneſs, Henry did not believe that his miſtreſs was yet dead. He 
ſays that la Varenne having come to acquaint the marechald'Ornans 


and him, who had accompanied the ducheſd to Paris, that the was 
Juſt dead, they both took e in order to bring the melancholy news 
to the king, and keep him from coming to Paris. We found,“ 
days he, „the king on the other fide of la Sauffaye, near 'Vilejoify | 
Te _— on poft horſes with all expedition, As foon ar he faw the * 


Ei R-2 | & marechal, 


hardly 
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32 M EMO IRA BookXs 
once more, dead as he believed her to be. The 
ſame perſons that had carried him back the firſt time 

to Fontainebleau, prevailed upon him by their no, ot 
ments and intreaties to go back once more, and it 
was from this place that he diſpatched the courier to 


I pip not loſe a moment, I breakfaſted at Poiſſy, 
and dined at Paris. I made uſe of the archbiſhop of 


Glaſgow's coach to carry me as far as Eſſonne, from 


whence I took poſt, and at night got to Fontaine 
bleau. I went immediately to the king, who was: 
walking in a gallery ſunk in an exceſs of grief that 
4 marechal, he fuſpected that he came to bring him the news, which 
as ſoon as he heard he made great lamentation for her, At length 
© theyprevailed with him to go into the abbey la Sauſſaye, where they 


laid him upon a bed; when at laſt a coach coming from Paris, 


they put him into it, in order to return to Fontainebleau.” Mem. 
de Baſſompierre, tom. I. p. 69 & ſeq. Le Grain adds, that he fainted 


away in his coach between the arms of the grand ecuyer or maſter of 


the horſe, | | ; 
Without attempting in any reſpect to juſtify the exceſſiye fondneſs 
Henry IV. had for this woman, juſtice however obliges us to ob- 
ſerve here, that this attachment was no leſs founded on the good qua- 
ties of her heart and mind than the beauty of her perſon, and that 
only the antipathy which is commonly borne towards ſuch as are in 
the ſame condition, makes people ſay all the ill.of her that we ſee 
related in theſe Memoirs and in the other hiſtorians, I will conclude 
this article with what d'Aubigne ſays, who is a writer that is naturally 
mote inelined to blame tham to commend. It is a wonder,” fays 
he, how this woman, whoſe great beauty had nothing of the 
© looſe turn in it, could have lived rather like a queen than a miſ- 
% treſs for ſo many years, and that with ſo few enemies. The neceſ- 
e ſities of ſtate were the only enemies ſhe had to encbunter. He 
had ſaid before, that ſhe uſed with great moderation her power over 
the king : and P. Matthieu adds, to the good qualities Which he re- 
marks in this lady, that of having often given very good counſel to 
Henry IV. ibid. She would not ſuffer any other perſon near her, 
ſays le Grain alfa, liv. viii. * though the ſieur de Liancourt, was a 
© man of great merit and of a very honourable family, inſo- 
< much that this marriage was diſſolved before it was conſummated.” 
Some accounts of that time ſpeak of Nicholas d'Amerval, fieur de 
Liancourt, as à perſon of a truly diſtinguiſhed birth and of a very 
plentiful fortune; but whoſe mind, ſay they, was as badly formed 
2s his body. Mademoiſelle d' Eſtreꝭs married him only to get rid of 
the tyrannical treatment ſhe received from her father, and becauſe the 
King promiſed her that he would hinder the conſummation of the 


 amarriagss and even diſſolte it; which be aftually dd. 
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made all company inſupportable : he told me that, 
although he expected the ſight of me would at firſt 
increaſe his aMiCtion, as in effect it did, yet he was 
ſenſible that in the condition, to which the loſs he 


had ſuffered had reduced him, he had ſo much need of 
conſolation, that he did not heſitate a moment to 


. ſend for me to receive an aſſiſtance I only could give. 
_ | Wrrx a prince equally ſenſible of what he owed ; 
to religious and political duties, 1 was not at à loſs 


for reſources from whence to derive arguments to 


calm his ſorrow.” I recalled to his remembrance 
fome of thoſe paſſages in the holy ſcriptures, where- 
in God as a father and maſter” requires that conh- - 


dence and perfect reſignation, the effect of which is 


to inſpire a chriſtian with a contempt for all ublu- _ 

Gigs e added ſuch as might incite - 
to the acknowledgments and adoration of divine pro- 
vidence, as well in deep misfortunes as u Qed 
ſucceſs. I made no ſcruple to repreſent to Henry, 


* 
* l 


that the accident which now gave him all this afflic- a 
Gion, was among the number of thoſe which he 


would one day look upon as moſt fortunate. I en- 
deavoured to place him in imagination in that pain- 
ful, and (if his miſtreſs had lived) unavoidable ſitu- 
ation, when, on one fide ſtruggling with the force 
of a tender and violent paſſion, and on the other 
with the filent convictions of what honour and duty 
required of him, he would be under an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of coming to ſome reſolution, with regard to 


an engagement, which he could not break without 


torture, or preſerve without infamy. Heaven, I 
told him, came to his aſſiſtance by a ſtroke, painful 
indeed, but which could only open the way to a mar- 
fiage, upon which depended the tranquility of 
France, the happineſs of his people, the fate of s 


rope, and his own good, to whom the blefling of a 


Jawful union would always appear too dearly pur- 
chaſed, by the deſertion of a woman, who, by a _ 
Gland gud ging, Way e Es REIN: 
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70 ME MOIRS. Book X. 
ASN perceived that this laſt argument, in- 
forced in a manner, advantageous to his miſtreſs, 
mage an impreſſion upon Henry's heart, by the ſooth- 
ing pleaſure. it gave him to hear bis choice approved 
_ of. He confelled to me, that it was ſome relief to 
him to find me placing his attachment for the dutcheſs - ' 
| of Beaufort among the number of thoſe that are 
| formed by a real ſympathy of minds, and net on 
mere libertiniſm; and that be had been apprebeybive 
would have, no other WIT endeayoured to com- 
fort him, than by rendering him aſhamed of his paſ- 
- hon for her. The fuſt converſation was very long. 
I do not remember every thing 1 ſaid to the king. 
All I know is that, after having firſt applied thoſe 
gentle ſoothings that affliction demands, the eonti- 
nuance of which I oppoſed by arguments drawn . 
from the neceſſity all princes and perſons in any pub- 
lic character are under, of preſerving, even in the 
moſt reaſonable. ſorrows, that freedom of mind re- 
quiſite for affairs of ſtate; Henry had not the weg- 
neſs. of reſigning himſelf up to grief through obſtina- 
cy *, or of ſeeking a cure in inſenſibility. He liftened 
more to the dictates of his reaſon than his paſſion, 
and already appeared much leſs afflicted to thoſe per- 
ſons who entered his chamber. At length every one 
5 careful not to renew his grief, which his daily 
employments gradually diminiſhed, he found, him- 
ſelf in that late in which all wiſe men ought to be 
who have had great ſubjects of affliction, that is, 
neither condemning, nor flattering, the cauſe, nor 
* neither to recall or baniſh the remembrance 
_ Jovevss likewiſe employed the public attention, 
having from a ſoldier and courtier + hecome a capu- 


Henry IV. made all the court go into mourning for the death of 
the ducheſs of Beaufort, He himſelf was dreſſed in black for the firſt 
eight days, and afterwards in violet. Mem. de Chiverny. 3 
I Henry de Joyeuſe, count de Baugkage, and youngeſt brother to th 
duke de Joyeuſe, was flain at Coutras, One day at four in t 

2 morning, as he was paſſing through the ſtreets of Paris near the 
_ . „ convent 


* 


15998. 0 F SULLY. 365 
chin, and afterwards from a capuchin become again 
a ſoldier and a courtier, he reſumed his inclination 
for the frock, which it was pretended the pope had 
only during the war granted him a diſpenſation for - 
uitting ; and this time he wore it till his death. 
The marriage of his daughter 1, the ſole heireſs of 
the family of Joyeuſe, with the duke of Montpen- 
ſier, was the laſt action of his public life. The mar- 
chioneſs de Belliſle “, after his example, took the 
habit of a nun, of the order of Saint Bernard. 


e convent of the capuchins, after he had ſpent the night in adebauch, 
© he imagined that he heard angels ſinging the matins in the convent + 

& at which being much affected, he immediately turned capuchin 
c“ under the name of Frere-Ange, Afterwards he quitted the frock, 
«& and carried arms againft Henry IV. at which time the duke de 
Maine made him governor of Languedoc, a duke, peer, and mare- 
© chal of France. At laſt he made his peace with the king: but one 
© day this prince being with him on a balcony, under which was a 
© great number of · people aſſembled together. Couſin, ſays Henry IV. 
© to him, this multitude ſeems to me to be very contented and eaſy at- 
4 ſecing together an apoſtate and a fenegado. This ſaying of the 
e king's made ſuch an impreſſion on Joyeuſe, that he entered again 
& into his convent, where he died.” This anecdote is taken from 
the notes on the Henriade, 85 | 

Henrietta Catherine de Joyeuſe. There did not ſurvive of this. 
marriage but one daughter, whereby the branch of Bourbon Mont. 
penſier became extinct, | WF | 

* Antonietta d'Orleans-Eongueville was the widow of Charles de 
Gondy * of Belliſle, and eldeſt ſon of the marechal de Reta. 
Mezeray informs us that the reaſon of her turning was the mortifica- 
tion ſhe received by not being able to revenge the death of her huſ- 
band; a ſoldier whom ſhe had employed for this purpoſe having been 
taken and hanged, for ſhe could not obtain his pardon of the king. 
Tbe marquis de Belliſle had been killed in 1596 at Mount-Saint-. 


Michel, by a gentleman of Bretagne, called, Kermartin, L'Etoile- 


ſpeaks of her as a woman who was much admired by all the-court,, 


on account of her beauty and underſtanding, and as an eminent 
example of devotion and penitence in hen convent... TRIES [1 
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